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My life positively changed when I joined Ulysses Club Inc at Branch level. I realised immediately I was part of 
an overall, widespread, supportive and close-knit extended family. It is with pleasure and pride that I accept 
nomination for an Ordinary Committee Position on our National Committee. �

I believe I have the necessary attributes to offer the skills and experience required to be an effective and 
responsible member of our elected Team to liaise and support National, International, Branch and Individual 
Memberships. I have an Educational background from when I began Teaching in 1968. I always involved 
myself with Educational and Community Committees, made myself available for both my own and student 
individual and team sports activities – training, coaching and promotion; increased my Professional 
accreditations; and diversified into other areas of my Profession – Primary Teaching; Kindergarten/ Pre-School 
Director, Supply Teaching, Project Development Officer, Advisory Visiting Teacher as part of a District 
Behaviour Management Team; and as a School based Support Room Teacher. I retired in 2008.  

I grew up within a Motorcycle orientated family. My father raced scrambles in Victoria, and now my son races 
Speedway Sidecars – International and National Top 10, Dirt and Road. I’ve moved on with the opportunity of 
doing ‘what I want’- riding at every available opportunity with a social group of like-minded and mature aged 
people. I am conscious of Rider Safety, appropriate apparel, riding to the conditions including road, weather and 
traffic, Rider Training, the support of new and returning riders.  

Being a people person I look forward to all rallies that time allows, which enables me to catch up with members 
I may not see from one year to the next, including our A.G.M. events which are a must do. I am a dedicated and 
enthusiastic volunteer at Farm Fantastic, north of Brisbane, which is supported by local Branches.  

I am presently Secretary of Glasshouse Mountains Branch, however due to employment relocation of my 
husband, distance and time restraints require that I will step out of this role at our February A.G.M. I have learnt 
to be efficient, effective and organised in time management, meeting deadlines, written and verbal responses to 
queries, keeping up to date Membership Records, and recording Committee and General Meeting Minutes. Due 
to my career history and Secretary Role I am confident and capable with Public Speaking. A recently purchased 
Lap Top is, and will continue to allow communication and accessibility.  

I have the time, motivation and knowledge to offer my extended Ulysses family the skills I have gained through 
life’s adventures and joys. I enjoy team involvement and yet I am a responsible 
decision maker and independent worker when required. I have a willingness to learn 
and will follow through with any assigned tasks.  

With your support I would like to join the National Committee team to continue their 
promotion of the principles and ideals of the Ulysses Club Inc.  

Jan Birch 
"Pinkie"  
Member # 35902  

�
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Adrian (Ado) Pamenter 
El Presidento (care-taker) 

0423697081 
 

pamenter@optusnet.com.au 
�

Adrian (Ado) Pamenter 
Sheriff 

0423697081 
 

pamenter@optusnet.com.au 

Gloria Vella  
Welfare Coordinator 

0432390715 
 

gloriadawn64@yahoo.com.au 
�

Princess Patti Quirk 
Newsletter Editor 

 0414 393 277 
 

patriciaquirk@bigpond.com  

Kon (Howza) Walters 
Webmaster 
0418304661  

 
konwal22@gmail.com  

Michael (Noddy) Rodgers 
(Treasurer/Secretary)       

0432 823 553 

rodgers8@bigpond.net.au 

Vic (Two Stroke) Dalton 
Regalia Officer 
0438343018 

 
dalton4@froggy.com.au 

Al “Mouse “Gray 
(Ride Coordinator) 

07 54645779 or  
0403070527 
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I am now looking forward from herein to joining the dobbers club and unfortunately for all of you I can now 
retire my lips and cease getting that sometimes sweaty taste when it is your birthday. Another lip smacking 
event I proudly hand over to Marmite should he take up the challenge.   
 
 
Remember keep it legal:    Legal Eyes are watching 
 
 
Ado 

�
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All weekend club rides depart from BP Blacksoil (outbound) at 8:00am SHARP, unless 
otherwise advised.  
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Al lead the ride for us, with Hagar (aka Bazza) as tail end Charlie with Mother (aka Jan) and BJ (aka Po) 
as back seat drivers.  We travelled via Walloon, Yamanto, out to the Boonah turnoff, Beaudesert for a short 
break, Canungra for morning tea and a visit to Ned Kelly’s and off to Southport via Nerang. … this is when the 
fun began.  It quickly became obvious to the group that we didn’t really have a plan of attack for lunch or where 
we would go once we arrived at Southport.  Luckily for us Jo (Bear’s finance) is from the Coast and soon set us 
on our way.  The 12 bikes and 2 trikes attempted to get a park near the Grand Hotel, Southport along with 
around 200 other cars.  Some of us ie, James and Liz, Gary, ‘The Twins’ Cookie and Lois and Glenn, Hagar, 
Jan and Po and Ado and Amanda were able to sneak our way into a few parks, thanks to Big James for his 
parking inspector impersonation.  A few mobile calls later and we found the rest of the branch.  They weren’t 
willing to fight for a park at the overcrowded car park at Southport and headed off to the Spit where they 
enjoyed the sea views and lunch and a lot more space. 
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The Rim Valley Ulysses Branch 5th Annual Sunrise Run 

Great ride with well over 200 people in attendance, even through the fog. 

Dam that was thickest I've seen for a while, on the other hand I’m not usually riding at that time 
of morning. 

What a illustrious day ride, this is getting bigger each year 

310 kms round trip great breaky at Laidley community centre. Gary and the boys from Rim 
Valley do a lot of work to ensure a different ride each year and the ever increasing numbers 
who turn up at 5am are a testament to the efforts they put in. The sample bags were a bonus and 
the auction was a huge success thanks to the sponsor’s generosity and emphatic bidders.  Hot 
bidding for the Express motorcycle voucher, seems people are realising some shop in the area 
should be allow to even wash yer bike guess that why the other vouchers were all but given 
away at 10% of there value, still many good laughs on the day.  

Great to catch up with so many old dear friends. 

 Especially Tigger, Meg Eer-orr,Hatcher and Fabio who made the trip over from Mt Lindsay. 
Even if Meg did decide to ride on kitty litter for a while 

God only knows why?  Still the bike handled it well 

Gloria looked a little out of place on the sports bike XJ900 

 Her legs could have been 3 inches longer, thanks to guy who parked the bike at Rathdowney, 
but at least we weren't mooned like yesterday afternoon, courtesy of the whole in the trackie 
daks 

AS always, two wheels beats 4 any day 

By Cheffie 



���9	>�
����	-�
	
���������	�
���
������
�
����������
����������������
��������������������
����
��
������������
��������������������
�
���
�������� ��
����������������
������������������������������	�
� ����
�	�������

������������������������ ����!"#�	����

���
��������������$%##�������
�
�����
�����������
����������������������������������������
����������
�����
�
�����������

�
 ��������������
�������
��������������������	������ ��
������������
���������
�������
���
����������������
������������&���

��������'��� ���������
����������
����

�����
(���)��������������
������������������
��������
��� ���������������������	��������
��������������
���*����������������
������+�������� 
�����������������������,�����������
-�������������������
���&�

���.�����/�����&����
�� '�������������
��������
����

&��	�������	�����������������-��������������������� �������&����
����������+������
��
�����
���������������
�����
����
���
�������������� ����
����������
�
�����������������
����������������
��������������0�����

���������(�� �	������������
���
�	��������
�*�������
�
����	
�1�����
������������������������������������� ���������������
���	�
�����������

2���������������'���.���������
�����������������
�� �������������������������������(�����
���
������������	���������������
���
���������	�
�� ��������
����������	����*�

�������
������������������������������������������� �������������������������3���(2��1�*�&����
��

	

�

�

�



��������	
�� ����;
!��	���$��		
��$��<	
�
����
�������������������	��� $��&��D
 �

I arrived at BP Blacksoil and was welcomed by Adrian.  He told me the rules for riding with the group. I was 
then warmly met by several members making me feel immediately welcome. 

With Al leading we started out riding through Walloon, Rosewood, Grandchester, Laidley, then stopped at 
Gatton to collect some more riders. Then we headed off again and turned off towards Ma Ma creek taking a 
nice windy ride through the hills - the only place where a little bike like mine has an advantage. 

We stopped at Clifton for a cup of coffee where several members happily offered me advice and helpful ideas 
on how to set up my bike. 

Then we took off towards Leyburn where we stopped at a lovely pub for lunch. I was impressed with the quality 
of the meals and the price thereof. 

I was impressed at the willingness of the members to make me feel more welcome - introducing themselves to 
me and talking with me (after which I immediately forgot their names. Sorry) 

Unfortunately I could not continue the ride to Warwick. I was asked the help two riders to get to Gatton. I took 
on the task but instead they showed me how to go to Toowoomba. 

Proving that no good deed goes unpunished, I was pulled over for a breath test as soon as I arrived in Gatton. 
When the policeman asked why I was laughing I advised him that I had only been drinking lemonade! 

I found the trip extremely enjoyable and was made to feel welcome from the get go. I found it well organised 
and I didn't at any stage feel that I was going to be lost. 

For a new rider in a large group that was very comforting. I was told that this was the second largest group ride 
- there were about forty riders. It was great to go out with such friendly people and ride through places I haven't 
been yet.            Steve Miles 

�
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Arriving at the BP Blacksoil some 40 minutes before 
departure time, I see well over a dozen bikes. And by 
the time we head off around 8am sharp, there are 30 
bikes and 6 trikes. And well over 30 new faces - of 
course, this being my first Ulysses ride I am sure the 
regular club riders thought *I* was the new face HA!  

Mouse gives his pre-ride talk and off we head to 
Gatton to collect 7 more bikes. Gatton via Walloon 
Pub. A pleasant enough route apart from the odd tree 
branch laying on the road. Which is puzzling. Because 
if you live in a rural area and you chopped down some 
deadwood, wouldn't you just leave it on your land 
instead of not securing your load and then driving on 
the road? Lucky it was all on the other side of the 
road. But still.  

Anyway. Gatton comes into view. And we pull over for a leg stretch and fellow rider collection. Smoke em' if 
ya got em. Stand in the shade if you don't. Then we're off. To bustling Clifton. Population 2000+ (although, 
that's the entire shire not the township itself, as just our 37 bikes and 6 trikes congested the main street). A drink 
and feed. And Ado is on the prowl. Out for all those people who did U-Turns over the double white lines when 
we left. Good thing he doesn't know about the U-Turn I did when we arrived so I could park on the Cafe side of 
the road. Otherwise, he might fine me a goldie. And don't anyone tell him either, ok?  

While we're feeding and drinking in the metropolis that is Clifton, the Hoons arrive. You know the ones. In 
their lowered supped up V8 commodore things. Drifting, I think they call it. A nice way of saying, barely in 
control. But, there's no-where for them to park. As we've got all the good (only) spots in town. So they park 
around the corner.  

Some late stragglers arrive. They had Zoomed off ahead. Their idea had been... wait at the T Intersection. But is 
that the one at the end of the road, or where one of the side roads come onto the road we're on? I guess 
everyone's ESP was left at home. So, of course, they aren't there and have to be collected.  

Arriving in town late - is that fine worthy? - they 
hardly have time to get off their bikes and Mouse 
blows his whistle - 5 minutes. Ado gets out his book. 
I hope he's got fast hands to write down all those vile 
double line crossers. And we're off. Rumbling out of 
town to the open mouths of the hoons. On the way to 
Leyburn. A lazy half hour-ish away. And a place 
where we can get some go-go-juice. We forgo a visit 
to the Clifton attraction of Nurse Sister Kenny's grave 
in nearby Nobby. Maybe next time.  

Leyburn peaks over the horizon. We turn. Oops. One 
turn too soon. Back onto the main road and then into 
town for real this time (is that a fine for the ride 
leader?). Swamping the general store with its solitary 
fuel bowzer - with two pumps. Like in the good old 



days, it's manual. No inside console here. And the poor store owner is run off his feet trying to keep track of the 
prices as the pump is hung on the hook and then picked up again and reset automatically as the next bike takes a 
drink. And he's trying to take money at his till. He should have just stayed out there with a bum-bag and some 
change and taken the money on the spot.  

While some tank up, others head on over to The Royal Hotel, which dates from the 1860s. And whose service, 
it seems, is as slow as life was back then. Just one bar staff for the hungry hordes. Saliva drooling from the sides 
of mouths. Teeth gnawing at the corners of the wooden bar top. Tongues licking the condensed water on the 
side of cool beers (gold, of course). The pub probably hasn't been this busy since the gold mining days in the 
1860s.  

From his thrown, King James and Queen Julie talked architecture. And we learned that the wobbly house across 
the road had been designed by Eileen. Young Bob - not his real name because, frankly, my brain was on 

overload from trying to remember everyone's 
names, but sitting to Queen Julie's right - showed 
us how to apply copious amounts of sunscreen 
(see how educational Ulysses rides can be?). And 
gave as a graphic run down of how it oozes and 
squelches between your fingers. He could save a 
bundle on sun screen if he'd wear long sleeves.  

We must have been quite a sight. Because some 
of the Locals leaving the pub after their Counter 
Lunch took a photo of us from across the road at 
their cars. Bloody paparazzi.  

After six hours at the pub waiting for everyone to 
get their meals - well, ok, it wasn't six hours, but 
darn near close - everyone has filled their bellies. 

And the whistle is blown. Mount up. We're off to Warwick. And so, the locals who'd been inside now came out 
to watch the parade leave town. One father had his young son on his hip as we rode into the rising wind. An 
impression which will last and see that young fella grow up to buy a bike and understand why a dog sticks its 
head out of a car window.  

Cyclone Tracy buffeted us back to Warwick. Of course, me on my heavy beast with a full 250cc of raw 
throbbing power, hardly noticed it. I just cut threw the gale like a chainsaw through ice. Woof woof.  

Got to look out for those boys in blue - driving red cars cause they go faster. Almost got someone. How close it 
can be. You overtake one person and if the time is wrong - bam, done. Unfair. Which is how, I'm sure, one bike 
rider felt half way down Cunningham's gap. But that comes later. First Warwick.  

We pull into Warwick and take over the Shell servo. Giving the patrons at McDonald's something to talk about 
I'm sure. And after a tank up, we are off. Somehow, I am near the front. Eat my dust HA! But need to wave 
slower for one of those insidious not so hidden speed cameras. Then we can really open her up to 80 for while. 
Then it's a 100 and we're on our way baby yeah.  

Half the group goes by me at an overtaking zone. And so I'm kinda like a pseudo tail end charlie. And there's 
no-one immediately behind me but cars. And none of them are bothering to overtake at the overtaking lanes. 
Fair enough. Look at what they'd be contending with - 20++ bikes all riding fairly closely. But we're not 
speeding. No siree. We don't do that kind of thing. And besides, honest Johns coming the other way are 
accidentally hitting their highbeams as they mean to Indicate to merge back into their lanes as their overtaking 
lane ends. We, of course, think... radar ahead. But where?  



Ah. There they are. Hiding at one of those too-short overtaking lanes as you go down Cunningham's gap. And 
picture it... you follow Mr Slower Then Snails and get to the overtaking lane. You gun it, top the rise and BAM. 
Gotcha. Fined for the awful crime of doing 80 in a 70 zone.  

Well. I don't know if he was one of our group, or a random rider, but there was a bike stopped as I went past. 
Not a nice way to end a ride. But, we were warned. And the cops do love that particular spot. They have for 
decades. You can see the discarded McDonald's wrappers strewn about their territory.  

By now, the group is well and truly spread apart. Just me and three pillion carrying bikes. Cars behind. Nothing 
in front. Until Aratula. A few stopped already. My small group stops. But I keep going. Only to be passed by 
three trikes later. Ride through a bit of rain for five minutes near Yamanto. But am dry by the time I get home. 
Dry and wind blown. But otherwise, ready to ride again.  

�����
�����.���  

 
 
 
 
A nice story - will make you appreciate family . . .  

   
My grandmother died in the 60s, but her birthday is coming up, and that always causes 
me to reminisce.  
The long walks we used to take to the store in town, the two bob she gave me for 
meaningless jobs like pulling weeds or hosing the footpath...  
Those gems were all good, but the one I remember most, the jewel in the crown of 
grandmotherly advice, occurred when I was only about 13. 
We were sitting in a park having just finished collecting some 40 soft drink bottles  
for the deposit money on a beautiful spring day.  
She told me that one day, I would find a wonderful woman and start my own family. 
'And always remember this thing,' she said.  
'Be sure you marry a woman with small hands.'  
'How come, Grandma?' I asked her.  

 
She answered in her soft Scottish voice........  
 
'Makes your dick look bigger.'  
 
Kinda brings a tear to your eye, doesn't it? 
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And remember riders and passengers must wear an approved motorcycle helmet securely fitted and fastened on 
the head.  

�
�
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Whether you're just starting out, you've been riding for years or you've recently come back to riding, you need 
up-to-date motorcycle handling skills and some smart thinking to survive on the road. Here's a few expert tips to 
help you ride safer and get more out of your motorcycle. 
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Incorrect tyre pressure or weight that's not distributed properly on your bike can cause the 'wobbles' or 'steering 
shakes' at any speed. So make sure you check your tyre pressure regularly and that you've loaded your bike 
properly with nothing loose. 

If your steering starts to shake or wobble: 
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If you have a blow-out or rapid puncture while riding: 
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It's also a good idea to carry a temporary tyre repair and inflation kit that's specifically for motorcycles. 
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It's a fact that motorcycle riders are at fault in 83 per cent of crashes. The most common causes of crashes are 
speed, rider inattention, alcohol and drugs. There's plenty you can do to cut back the risks: 
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The best protection you can have is space between you and others on the road. 

The front:  Try to keep at least a two second space between you and the vehicle in front. 

The sides: Move from one side of the lane to the other to increase the distance from other cars. Remember to 
change lane position as traffic conditions change or road hazards appear (for example, potholes and oil spills). 
Don't ride between rows of vehicles. 

Behind: If you are being followed too closely, increase the gap between you and the vehicle in front. It will 
give you more time to stop and the tailgater more time to react. Alternatively, change lanes or slow down and 
let the tailgater overtake. 
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Always carry your driver licence and a mobile phone. If you are in an emergency situation, call 000 (or call 112 
from your mobile if 000 does not work) and provide details of your location as accurately as possible - state the 
road name or closest town or suburb and give as many details as you can. 

If you have come off your bike you should: 
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�  Stan Williams   3rd 
�  Amanda Pamenter   5th 
�  Russell Duncan (Grizz)   5th 
�  Patti Quirk (Princess Patti)   6th 
�  Anne Pentland   6th 
�  Gary McKay (Marmite)  11th 
�  Larry Waite   13th 
�  Trish Nicol   17th 
�  Lammy Blad   19th 
�  Graeme French   20th 
�  Maryanne French   22nd 
�  Jo  Bennett   23rd 
�  Andrew Hatcher   23rd 
�  Sandy Wiggans   24th 
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Our Birthday Bash for this year is on Saturday the 16th May 

We will give you more details as they are finalized . Woohoo, I love 
to party.  

 

Our next meeting is on Monday 6 th April at 7pm.  

 

Our Poker Run this year will be on the 30 th May.  This is a major 
fund raiser for our club so be sure to keep the dat e free so you 
can support it.  More details to follow. 

 

You can update your profile at any time.  The form is printed in 
every newsletter.  Just fill it out and hand to a c ommittee 
member.  If you didn’t get a scratchie for your bir thday, then it’s 
because we didn’t know it was your birthday.   

So NOT filling it out could cost you $25,000.(1 st prize on a 
scratchie)  

 

Better Buy Meats and Poultry Perfection at Yamanto shopping 
centre supply the meat trays for our monthly meetings.  Show 
them our appreciation by shopping in their stores.  They have 
great specials in store each week. 

 

 FINALLY , anyone in the club can make suggestions for a ride 
destination, an outing or an event. 
So don’t be shy, suggest something before the ride calendar is full. 
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Our thanks go to  

Member for Ipswich 
West  
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  and 
his hard working 
staff Ph �
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A Sermon I think this Mom will never forget ..  

It started as an average Sunday sermon...”Dear Lord ,” the minister began, with 
arms extended toward heaven and a rapturous look on  his upturned face. 
“Without you, we are but dust...”  

He would have continued, but at that moment,  my ve ry obedient daughter who 
was listening, leaned over to me and asked quite lo udly in her shrill little four 
year old girl voice, “Mom, what is butt dust?”   
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Quote of the day: 

"Whatever you give a woman, she will make greater. If you  
 give her sperm, she'll give you a baby. If you give her a 
house, she'll give you a home. If you give her groceries, she'll 
give you a meal. If you give her a smile, she'll give you her 
heart. She multiplies and enlarges what is given to her. So, if 
you give her any crap, be ready to receive a ton of shit."��� �
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Dear Donor,    The Australian Red Cross Blood Service (ARCBS) is proudly participating in the 2009 Ulysses AGM Event 

providing all Ulyssians who attend with the opportunity to donate blood and save the lives of many Australians. 

The need for blood is constant   Each and every year, thousands of Australians need blood transfusions and other blood 

products just to live. 

Yet while many Australians think about making a blood donation, only one in 30 actually give blood. As such, come March 2009 

we really need Ulyssians to roll up their jacket sleeves and give much needed blood. 

Why should Ulyssians donate?  Giving blood is a simple and very rewarding experience. After all, it isn’t every day that you 

can do something to save someone else’s life. But by sharing life’s best gift, that’s exactly what you’re doing each and every 

time you donate blood. 

Giving blood is easy, safe and invaluable; with every blood donation helping to save three lives. Giving blood only takes an hour 

with the actual donation taking just five to ten minutes. 

Where and when will the Donor mobile be at the AGM?   The mobile Blood Service will be at:   Penrith Paceway  

146 Station Street, (Ransley Street entrance)   Pen rith, NSW  

On the following dates:  Thursday 19th March - 11.15am to 6.30pm,  Friday 20th March - 10.15am to 5.30pm 

Saturday 21st March - 10.00am to 3.30pm 

The ARCBS urges all Ulyssians and their families to get behind the Blood Service when it visits the AGM in March. 

Appointments are recommended. To check your eligibility and to book your appointment, call 13 14 95 or visit 

donateblood.com.au. 

Thanks for your support,   Australian Red Cross Blood Service 
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