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President:  John Evans 02 4919 1488, email jpe@exemail.com.au 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Leo Evans 02 4919 1488 
Committee:    Yvonne Johnstone 
                         Kerrie Skinner 
Ride Leaders:   Peter Cragg 
                            Dave Couch 
All correspondence to:  PO Box 356 Salamander Bay NSW 2317 
Newsletter correspondence: Bob 0413 544 795, lucasfam@iprimus.com.au 
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Hello Port Stephens Ulyssians 

 
Well not much happening lately, it’s either been too hot or too 
wet, but that should all change soon. 

 
The AGM at Penrith is only a few weeks away with a lot of our members booked in 
for what should be another huge event.  I have spoken to the organisers who said 
they are having a bigger number of trade displays than any previous AGM Event. 
Some people have been put off because they think Penrith is too close, but you al-
ways have the option of going the long way round.   
AGM’s to me are about catching up with friends and meeting new ones. 
 
Eve has been busy organising a Christmas-in-July venue, latest is it will probably 
be at Urunga.  Further details to follow. 
 
The registrations for our Meet & Greet are growing steadily with numbers well over 
100.  
Natcom are holding their May meeting at Soldiers Point so they too can attend.  
 
If you have any ideas for a weekend away don’t keep them to yourself, organise it 
and let everyone know, you’ll be surprised how easy it is. 
 
Stay safe and keep the shiny side up. 
John Evans 
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Hi Everyone, 
 
DIARY DATES: 
 
� AGM Penrith 16th – 22nd  March 
 
� Gloucester Motorcycle Muster 2nd & 3rd May. 
 
� Our Meet & Greet 15th,16th &17th May. We now have 118 registrations. Please 

get your registration in, if you haven’t already done so, to avoid a last minute 
rush. 

 
BIRTHDAYS FOR NEXT MONTH 
 
� Kerrie Skinner is celebrating the big 50!! 
� Robyn Richardson and Lester Lake are both celebrating their 60th’s 
� Sue Ford and Brian McCallum have a big one next year!! 
� Brian and Carole Crooks celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on the 12th 

Feb. Well done Guys!! 
 
NEXT MEETING:  
 
27/02/09, 7.30 PM AT Soldiers Point Bowling Club. 
 
Hope to see you all there, 
 
LEO. 
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Opening time:  7:35 pm       
 
Apologies: as per attendance sheet: 
 
Presidents Report: 
 
� John spoke about the sad passing of Bill Seers Member No 2070. 
� Paul Mulvay made note that it was a year today since Pat’s death.  
� There were approx. 10 members not at the meeting because they were away at 

the Bushranger’s Bash. 
� The Christmas Party was held at our place because of inclement weather.  46 

members attended. 
� Australia Day Breakfast was held at Little Beach.  Let’s make it bigger and bet-

ter next year, and possibly enter a Billy cart. 
� Mention was made of the excellent job Bob had done on his first newsletter. 
�  Discussion on the letter from Natcom re rockers. 
� Tat show in Sydney 6th 7th 8th March.  Anyone interested in going? 
� David Banfield spoke about Jo and him having new bikes. 
� Larraine gave a talk on the Penrith AGM. 
 
Secretary’s Report: 
 
� Birthdays for Dec: Wanda & Eve. 
� A sympathy card has been sent to Betty Seers. 
� Relay for Life.  Postponed our entry until next year. 
� Please get your rego’s in for our Meet & Greet in May. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Financial statement for 2008 was tabled. 
Bank balance: $372.51 
 
Business arising from previous minutes: 
 
Nil: 
 



General Business: 
 
� Christmas in July - 11th, 12th July. 
� Eve spoke about possible venues. These included Urunga, Berry and Mudgee. 

More info at the next meeting. 
� Paul Mulvay spoke about a bike a friend of his has for sale. 
� Jack encouraged people going to the AGM to do the HART rider training course. 
� Warren spoke about the breakfast ride next Sun to the Champagne House. 
   
Raffle Prize Winners: 
 
Warren Hoffman 
Paul Mulvay 
 
Fines:  lots!! 
  
 Meeting Closed: 8:40 pm 
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I know this probably isn’t the forum for political issues, and I’m not normally one to discuss that 
sort of boring shit anyway.  However, given that a significant number of our members are retired, 
and some are self-funded, I reckon my bitch (no, not Marilyn!) is worth a hearing.   
Yeah, I’m pretty pissed, that Rudd’s “stimulus packages” didn’t give a brass razoo to us self-
funded retirees!   
 
We paid taxes all our working life (and some of our retired life) and saved and invested carefully 
into superannuation, shares, etc so we wouldn’t be a burden on society in our retirement.   
 
Now that our investment capital has been depleted by around 40% due to the current economic 
nose-dive, and our earning capacity has thus been eroded also, what do we get from our good old 
Labour (“for the working man”) government … absolutely zilch!   
 
To further rub salt into the wound, anybody that’s already receiving some sort of government in-
come gets a handout from the “stimulus package”.  To them I say good luck, but why do those who 
cost the government absolutely nothing get no assistance, at a time when they need it most?! 
 
Fair?  Not bloody likely!  How’s a bloke supposed to buy a new bike (or even a girlfriend)?! 
 
I’ve written to our local member (Bob Baldwin) with my grievance, and have received a note from 
him to say he’ll take my letter to the Prime Minister.  I await his reply with bated breath!  

 
 



Sunday ride, 1st February  
 
The ride started at Paul’s Corner at 8 am, to go to Peterson 
Champagne House at Pokolbin for breakfast, capably led by 
Warren and Cathie. A beautiful morning awaited us, and 12 
bikes, most with pillions, departed only 4 minutes late (not 
bad, considering the numbers!) and headed out via Seaham, 
Woodville etc, to arrive at our destination a mere 59 minutes 
later.  A pretty quick run (maybe the Rocket’s speedo’s a lit-
tle pessimistic, Wozza?) but no-one got booked, and no-one 
became “separated” thanks to excellent marshalling along 
the way.  Enjoyed a lovely breakfast there, although it did 
take an hour to actually get it sitting in front of us!  

 
Out to the carpark to saddle up for a ride up to Tea Gardens for lunch, and 
that’s when the wheels fell off!  Beddoe’s big blue limo went into a coma and 
refused to start ... or display dashboard indications ... or lights ... or anything 
much at all, in fact!  Ed and Sue and Bob and Marilyn hung back, as John as-
sured them this had happened before, and all he had to do was “fiddle” 
around in the battery area to restore it’s pulse.  And we did - for nearly 3/4 of a 
bloody hour, before we gave up and pushed the stricken Rocket appropriately 
into the Disabled Parking area, and John summoned the NRMA.   
 
Good old NRMA!  After advising they would be “60 minutes or less”, we 
stood and twiddled our thumbs in the hot carpark for 1½ hours before John 
put in a reminder call, to be told they were still “10 or 15 minutes away”.  2¾ 
hours after the initial call they finally arrived, with the patrolman quickly ad-
vising us “dunno anything about bikes mate, we’ll have to get the truck out 
from Abermain”!  In fact the truck at Abermain wasn’t equipped for bike car-
rying, so had to get another one up from Newcastle, with John and Trish fi-
nally getting home around 5 pm … not bad, seeing they’d rung for help at 
1130!  At the time of writing, the bike is still comatose, awaiting specialist 
treatment from Newcastle sometime in the next 3-5 weeks, maybe. 
 

During our sweltering we were pleased to receive the phone call from Warren advising that he and the rest of the 
mob were enjoying a cold one with a beaut sea breeze at Tea Gardens pub. We really needed that, thanks Wozza!  
 
 
… and with our mob there’s always somebody offering assistance!  John received this advice from Steve Manning: 
 
“Sorry to hear about the "fried" ignition switch. I can help you though.  Come over to the Worrimi Chil-
dren's Court at Broadmeadow and get one of the young fellows who have been, errr, invited to call in for 
a little chat and ask him how to hotwire the mighty Triumph! 
Suggestion. Don't tell the little beggar where you live, AND make sure no one follows you home, OR the 
bike may just go on holidays without you. 
See, I'm always fulla bright ideas!! 
If you are, therefore, going to miss the next few rides, I'll see ya when I get back from Tassie.  Don't for-
get to send a list of roadwork sites to the ride leader appointed in your absence so we don't miss out on 
an extra little rest stop each week”  
 
 
… and another article from a contributor also sympathetic to JB’s plight: 
 
“I went for a ride on Thursday and heard that you have a sick bike and will be waiting for a part for some 
weeks!   Hope you can hang out that long! 



I took this photo in Nepal on the road between 
Pokhara and the Annapurna Ranges (Baglung 
Highway) and it is a warning sign to be careful of 
motorbikes.   
 
Apparently, this stretch of highway is notorious 
for motorbike accidents - probably because of 
the appalling condition of the roads and the fact 
that there is only one road rule in Nepal and that 
is....'give way to anything bigger than you'! 
 
Anyway, I found the sign amusing (if somewhat 
graphic) and thought others might be interested. 
 
Hope to see you on a ride soon!  Jill” 
 
 
 
 

 
At the time of writing this article I’ve received news that Alan’s 
HD has suffered a relapse of it’s earlier outback problem, and is 
currently awaiting specialist medical treatment also. 
 
 
And that prompts an old one,  but you just might not have heard 
it:   
What’s the similarity between a hound dog and a Harley? 
C They both share the initials HD 
C They both leave puddles wherever you leave ‘em 
C They both enjoy ridin’ home in the back of a ute 
 
 

 
For whom the bell tolls … 

 
Thanks to the guys on the Thredbo trip who advised me “Don’t worry about the tolls when going through Sydney.  
They don’t bother chasing up tolls for motorbikes ...”   
 
Got back from town last week to find a coupla letters in the mail, one from The Hills Motorway Ltd and the other 
from Roam Tolling Ltd, both quoting my registration plate as one that had gone through their tolls without paying.   
 
The first was $12.20 and the second $33.30, a grand total of $45.50 for our trip through Sydney, which I reckoned 
was a bit tough!  Just wish I could remember who it was that said the operators wouldn’t chase it up ... 
 
 
 

“Did you know that 98% of all Harleys ever sold are still on the road?   
The other 2% made it home!” 

 
(and I apologise to Jack and the rest of you if this one has already been used … I promise it won’t hap-
pen again (unless a Harley’s involved!)) 
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� Maggie advises that Phil Consadine has received his 10-year Ulysses 

badge.  Congrat’s Phil! 
 
� Alex Friggieri got taken out on the F3/John Renshaw Drive round-

about on Friday 30th January, a fortnight early (Black Friday wasn’t 
till 13th February, Alex!).  Although suffering a dislocated shoulder 
and soft tissue injuries to his right side, Alex fortunately survived to 
tell the tale, and the bike will apparently be repaired.   

 
� Cathie and Kerrie will both be celebrating half-century birthdays in 

the near future … stay posted! 
 
� If any of you have interesting stuff (clean only!), send it through to 

me on lucasfam@iprimus.com.au and I’ll see if it’s fit to include in 
the newsletter.  No news, no newsletter …! 

 

      G        
A new T-Shirt for Brian & Jackie,  
      and Malu & Doreen?! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacqueline Scocco 
Champagne Colours 
Shop 12, Austral St Shopping Centre 
NELSON BAY 
Ph 02 4984 3332 
10% off all hair services to Ulysses members and their 
guests.  Always service with a smile. 

John Beddoe financial services & advice 
Ph 02 4965 1547 
 

Dennis Mahoney leatherwork 
Ph 02 4981 0553 
 

Maddy Cesti mobile massage 
Ph 02 4984 9264 
 

Auramist Lodge pet boarding, see Rob or Lisa 
Ph 02 4982 6304.  10% discount for members. 
 

Doreen Easthope seamstress 
Ph 02 4982 1876 
 

Jack Johnstone security system installation & service 
Ph 02 4982 4921, mobile 0410 424 921 
 

Phil McTaggart telecommunications installation 
Ph 02 4982 1666 

���� ��� � �����
��
�'�
����
��
�����
��
�'�
����
��
�����
��
�'�
����
��
�����
��
�'�
����
��
 �������� (

)

���
��*��
����*
���
����
��
(

)

���
��*��
����*
���
����
��
(

)

���
��*��
����*
���
����
��
(

)

���
��*��
����*
���
����
��
 ���������������� !     ����  

150a Salamander Way 
Salamander Bay  
02 4919 1488 
0419 618 397 

merilynevans@exemail.com.au 


