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President:  John Evans 02 4919 1488, email jpe@exemail.com.au 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Leo Evans 02 4919 1488 
Committee:    Yvonne Johnstone 
                         Kerrie Skinner 
Ride Leaders:   Peter Cragg 
                            Dave Couch 
All correspondence to:  PO Box 356 Salamander Bay NSW 2317 
Newsletter correspondence: Bob 0413 544 795, lucasfam@iprimus.com.au 
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Hello Port Stephens Ulyssians 

 
Leo and I and 14 others from our branch have just been to the 
AGM at Penrith.  Sorry to disappoint those that didn’t go be-

cause it was in Sydney and they thought it wouldn’t work, well it did!  It was a great 
event, lots of things to see and do, more trade stalls than any other event, and as 
usual a great place to catch up with old friends and meet new ones. 
 
Leo and I are already planning our trip to the next AGM at Albany W.A. in 2010, it 
should be another beauty.  Please give some thought to coming along, you won’t be 
disappointed. 
 
On the subject of AGM’s, our Branch AGM will be held at the May meeting which 
means that all Nomination for Position forms need to be lodged with Leo no later 
than the April meeting. 
Please give some thought as to who you want running our branch for the next year. 
 
The Meet and Greet is not far off now.  Leo and Eve did a lot of work at the AGM 
event promoting it and at this stage we have roughly 200 registered.  Please get 
your registration forms in as soon as possible so as to lessen the last minute rush. 
On present numbers we are expecting between 300 to 400 and are hoping that most 
of our members are available to give us a little bit of time on the weekend to help 
make it a very good event for everyone. 
 
Last weekend I received a call from my youngest son Craig who was out riding with 
a few of his mates down around Wiseman’s Ferry.  When they stopped at some road 
works they realized one of the group was not with them.  They went back and found 
that Neil had come off; he was in a critical condition and was air lifted to Westmead 
Hospital.  On hearing the distress in my son’s voice while recounting this incident it 
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made me think about the people I ride with and how I would feel seeing one of them 
come off, a thought I didn’t want to think about.  So what I am asking is that you 
please ride safely and get home in one piece.  It’s a lot easier on your mates!  
Just remember not to ride faster than your Angel can fly! 
 
Stay safe and keep the shiny side up 
John Evans  
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Hi Everyone, 
 
As John has already said Penrith was a great event: 
C 3476 member attended the event. 
C 540 members attended the AGM Meeting. 

 
INTERESTING INFO:  
 
� Membership No 53188 has been issued. 
� There are now approx. 26143 financial members. 
� Anniversary of joining commenced from 5th January for new members. 
� The 2012 AGM will be held in Mildura. 
� Our new National Committee Members are Jennifer Woods and Peter Maguire. 
� Both gave excellent speeches and I am sure will be a valuable asset to the Club. 
� There is a problem with patches in NZ and it has been asked of Natcom that 

anyone visiting NZ does not wear their Ulysses patch on the back of their vest 
or jacket. 

� To date Ulysses members have donated over ½ Million $$’s to UCARF. 
� Chris Glover from Albany WA advised that if you require hard bed accommo-

dation whilst crossing the Nullarbor book it soon. 
� The Ride for the Hills to raise money for the Victorian Fire Victims is on 5th 

April.  Donation can be made online. 
 
DIARY DATES:  
 
� Gloucester Motor Muster 2nd - 3rd May. 
� Moree Muster 1st -3rd May. 
� Our Meet & Greet 15th, 16th, 17th May. 
� Our Branch AGM 29th May. 



� Christmas in July at Jamberoo 11th - 12th July. 
� Proposed Weekend Away 3rd – 4th October. 
� Please get your money in for the Meet & Greet ASAP to avoid a last minute 

rush. 
� Nominations for our AGM need to be received by 24th April 
� Christmas in July bookings are filling fast.  You will need to contact Jamberoo 

Pub to make a booking, and don’t forget to mention you are included in the 
Ulysses booking. 

 
BIRTHDAYS FOR NEXT MONTH: 
 
Laraine Howes, Jack Johnstone, Paul Knox, John Beddoe. 
 
NEXT MEETING: 
 
27/03/09, 7:30 PM at Soldiers Point Bowling Club. 
 
Hope to see you all there, 
LEO 
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Opening time:  7.30 pm       
 
Apologies: as per attendance sheet 
 
Presidents Report: 
 
� John spoke about the tragic death of Jamie Purdon (Cheryl and Paul Allan’s 

son.)  There were 8 Ulysses’ bikes that escorted the hearse. 
� Paul and Cheryl asked that we thank all Branch Members who have supported 

them in one way or another during this very difficult time. 
� AGM numbers are down; approx 3000 at this stage. 
� John invited Eve to speak about our Christmas in July.  At this stage it will be 

held at Jamberoo near Kiama on 11/07/09 and 12/07/09. 
 

Cont’d ... 



� The Lower Hunter Branch Poker Run held on 22/02/09 raised $2700 for the 
Victorian Bush Fire Appeal. 

� John has been having problems with his email list and apologized to anyone 
who had not received emails.  The problem has now been fixed. 

� Proposed weekend away for the October long weekend, more details to follow. 
 
Secretary’s Report  
 
� Thank You card received from Bill Seers’ Family. 
� Information on Riders Rest  
� Gloucester Motorcycle Muster ’09, on 2nd & 3rd May. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Bank balance: $411.76 
 
Ride Leader’s Report: 
 
Jack spoke about the ride to Bendameer on 21st and 22nd Feb 
 
Business arising from previous minutes: 
 
Nil: 
 
General Business: 
 
� Ken asked if the Christmas in July ride could be a 2 night stay. 
� Jack expressed concern that this is difficult for working members, but may be 

an option for others.  
� Warren spoke about the ride that is on 31st May to Gundy 
 
Raffle Prize Winners: 
 
Peter Cragg 
Steve Perrin 
 
Fines:  lots!! 
  
Meeting Closed: 8.15 pm 
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Well, the Lucas’ have finally lost their cherry as far as AGM’s 
are concerned!  We headed south on Wednesday to catch up 
with Jack and Eve (who were thoughtful 
enough to reserve us a tent near them - 
thanks guys!) and their great mates from 

Gold Coast.  Had a good look around the Exhibition Pavilion, 
then wandered over to the Hoekker Pavilion to enjoy Talent 
Quest and our own Kiwi Elvis, fantastic as usual!  Shame 
though that only one bar (staffed by Panthers) was working, 
with pathetically slow staff, less-than-cold beer, and very limited 
drink choices.  Nevertheless we staggered from there over to the 
Panthers for a late dinner and more lubrication, and laughed a 
lot till a certain person grabbed someone by the throat and had our beer supply 
turned off!  Seems every time I venture out with this mob I end up either dry or ex-
iled to the footpath! 
 
Thursday wasn’t a great start for some (something to do 

with the night before?) and while 
most eagerly boarded the bus 
and train into town, Bob was 
trailing.  Arrived at the Quay and 
discovered the object was to do a 
crawl of The Rocks’ pubs (all 13 of 
them)!  Bob wasn’t too enthused for the 
first 5 or 6 pubs, and found he had a mate 

with similar disinterest (eh, John?).  The inimitable Jack, as usual, 
was the energetic leader of the group, and all went well till the 
Hero of Waterloo pub where Kevlar loudly pro-
claimed the “Shoosh Bar”, and we feared we 
would yet again be ejected, but sur- vived 
somehow.   

 
A great day was had by all, catch-
ing the River Cat from the Quay 
back to Parramatta, then “crawled” 
to the railway and caught the train 
back to Penrith where we “crawled” to the Embassy 
pub for a beaut dinner before hoofing it back to camp, 
weary but contented.   



 
Friday evening we attended the 
Hoekker for dinner and a really top 
band with our old Lithgow mates, 
including Darryll (President)  and 
Gloria, but again the bar and it’s 

service was absolutely 
woeful!  Warm drinks, no ice for the ice bucket, 
not even a drop of VB in the place (my hand was 
shaking something terri- ble)! … and then they 
ran out of grog altogether!  The band was the only 
thing that kept the stalwarts there!  But regardless 
of the bar problems we did have a fantastic time, 
until a certain important person’s better-half de-

cided to chat the bar-
maid about the grog, and then the security guard who 
tried to intervene, resulting in her being allocated a per-
sonal RSA Adviser to try and resolve her problem.  
Bob’s opportunity to drink was again being threatened, 
and he found himself once again in the now all-too-
familiar role of Cupid, trying to convince the security 
guard to call off the heavies and allow us to stay and 
drink on.  It would seem this is to be my lot in life ...!   

 

Stay tuned … Part 2 continues in next month’s newsletter ... 
 

“Motorcycling is not, of itself, inherently dangerous.  It is, however, extremely un-
forgiving of inattention, ignorance, incompetence, or stupidity.” 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Boys at Bendie 
 
Big Tony’s done the ring around, 8 beds available at the Bendemeer Hotel.  First 8 
are in, who’s coming?  Ends up being Tony, Big Al, Wazza, Postie Baz, Brett, Dave, 
Col & yours truly.  A gentlemanly start was decided on due to Brett having an early 
morning client ( yessir, sharp teeth are the in-thing, vampires are back, now get out, 
I’ve got a ride on!). 
 
First stop is Gloucester because we are really in 
no hurry, then on to Walcha. The last time 
Wazza was there he did the woof on the hoof 
bit (forgot to pay).  He fronted up at the bakery 
to pay only to find the wanted poster on the 
wall.  After an early lunch we headed off to 

check out the 
Apsley Falls.  
After all the 
rain they were really pumping, but we couldn’t 
stay long because with all that water flowing, the 
more elderly members needed a quiet break so it 
was back to the Walcha pub for some refreshment.  
 
The run from Walcha to Bendie is 50k of 65-75k 
sweepers, a fantastic bit of road with bugger-all 

traffic.  I loved it but not all was good, Dave had 
come a cropper.  About 15k out of Walcha Dave 
had binned the bike.  He was dazed but in one 
piece (that’s if you don’t count his false leg which 
has a bad habit of abandoning ship when the situa-

tion gets dicey ... maybe a 
bungee strap’s the answer, 
Dave).  Anyway after freaking 
out the inhabitants of an SUV 
which stopped to help, they 
found Dave’s leg & proceeded on.   After all the excitement it 
was back to the serious business of  keeping the barmaid busy.  
The only disturbance was a group of young females on a hen’s 
night outing.  They were well on there way to a big night, thank 
God we were all too sensible to encourage them (if you believe 

that, I’ve got some shares for sale).  Anyway, being too scared of our wives we sat 
out the back & talked the talk for a while.  The barman did us all a favour &  re-



fused our requests to keep the bar 
open past midnight, so it was a 
fairly early night for this sort of 
do. 
 
Bright eyed next morning, Dave 
arranged for his missus to pick 
him & the bike up (check your 
insurance policy, most will pay 
for transport etc after an acci-

dent) the rest of us were taking the scenic tour along the Oxley to Wauchope, then 
Taree for lunch.  I was cruising through the bends (nearly all are 35k ) when I was 
taken by a bloke on a 1980 Mike Hailwood Replica Ducati.  I followed him for a 
while & it was beautiful to watch.  He went into every corner the same way, flat out 
on skinny tyres.  I got tired of chasing & let him go, too good for me.  We stopped at 
the Long Flat pub to regroup & Al was bitching, 
the Harley’s not built for those bends, he must 
have shaved a few kilos off the floorboards.  It was 
time to bite the bullet & head for the highway to 
the Taree Sailing Club for lunch.  How anyone can 
enjoy riding or driving through the roadworks is 
beyond me.  As you would expect, the Sailing 
Club was on the water, so the views were great, 
the meal was good & we got to meet Tony’s mum, 
all 5ft of her. 
 
Here, as usual we split up.  Brett,  Baz & Al decided that the highway was for them 
while the rest headed home via Krambach & Gloucester.  Another great road, we 
had basically done an 800k loop along some of the best roads in the region, & apart 
from Dave’s mishap had a ball doing it. 
 
An easy weekend away, not too hard to organize (well done Tony!) & a great time 
had by all.  I’ve missed out a few things along the way but as you know what goes 
on the ride stays on the ride. 
 
Not everybody can get away on every ride so if you are feeling left out, pick up a 
map, check out the accommodation & put out an email or phone a few people. It’s 
pretty easy to do whether it’s a rally, Ulysses event or just a day ride, let’s do it. 
 
Jack 
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Jamberoo Pub & Saleyard Motel 

 
It’s on again - this year we are heading to the South Coast to beau-

tiful Jamberoo, about 4 hours south of Port Stephens 
 

Pub & Motel rooms are available, and prices vary. 
 

Dinner & entertainment is $22/head 
 

Cooked breakfast is $15/head 
 

Contacts:  
 

Ph 42360270, or 
http://www.jamberoopub.com 

 
 and tell them you are from Port Stephens Ulysses when booking. 

 
BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!  
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No, this isn’t just another advertisement, it’s an update 
on the Beddoe’s various replacement bikes, while the 
saga of the Rocket continues … 
 

Happily, last I heard from John there was some sort of 
return of vital signs, af-
ter around 7 weeks in a  
coma! 

 
 

Trish and the Vision Victory at Shoal Bay 
“Where’s that bloody Rocket?!”      

    
 

     A week later ... the Vision Kingpin 

 
Who knows, they could end up with a Harley yet! 

Jacqueline Scocco 
Champagne Colours 
Shop 12, Austral St Shopping Centre 
NELSON BAY 
Ph 02 4984 3332 
10% off all hair services to Ulysses members and their 
guests.  Always service with a smile. 

Auramist Lodge pet boarding, see Rob or Lisa 
Ph 02 4982 6304.  10% discount for members. 
 

John Beddoe financial services & advice 
Ph 02 4965 1547 
 

Jack Johnstone security system installation & service 
Ph 02 4982 4921, mobile 0410 424 921 
 

Dennis Mahoney leatherwork 
Ph 02 4981 0553 
 

Maddy Cesti mobile massage 
Ph 02 4984 9264 
 

Doreen Easthope seamstress 
Ph 02 4982 1876 
 

Phil McTaggart telecommunications installation 
Ph 02 4982 1666 
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150a Salamander Way 
Salamander Bay  
02 4919 1488 
0419 618 397 

merilynevans@exemail.com.au 
10% off for all Ulyssians 


