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Hello Port Stephens Ulyssians 

 
Congratulations to the new committee members elected at our 
AGM last meeting and thanks for putting up your hand to help 

run this great Branch. 
To the retiring committee members, thank you for the work you have done. 
There are a couple of people who are not on the committee but do a lot of work to 
help this Branch.  They are our webmaster, John Beddoe, and our newsletter editor, 
Bob Lucas.  
Thanks to you both. 
 
The Christmas in July ride to Jamberoo is on the 11th/12th July. 
We will be leaving Paul’s Corner at 8.30 am on the 11th. 
Unfortunately all accommodation at the Jamberoo Pub/Motel is already booked for 
this weekend.  If you have booked but are unable to make it please let me know as 
there are a couple of people who would like to go but missed out on accommoda-
tion. 
 
On the October long weekend we are having a 3 day ride to Inverell, for details con-
tact John or Trish Beddoe.  They have organized what should be a great weekend of 
activities. 
 
You may have heard that John Beddoe’s rocket has been fairly unreliable of late so I 
thought I might offer him my Postie bike to go to Jamberoo and Inverell.  He might 
arrive a bit after everyone else but at least he would get there! 
 
I would like to thank all the people who checked up on Leo and took her out while I 
was in Sri Lanka. 
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President:  John Evans 02 4919 1488, email jpe@exemail.com.au 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Leo Evans 02 4919 1488 
Committee:    Yvonne Johnstone 
                        Kerrie Skinner 
Ride Leaders:   Peter Cragg 
                           Dave Couch 
All correspondence to:  PO Box 356 Salamander Bay NSW 2317 
Newsletter correspondence: Bob 0413 544 795, lucasfam@iprimus.com.au.



NSW Triathlon Championships, 2009 
 

Once again our 
Branch provided 6 
intrepid members 
to ferry the mar-
shals during the 
NSW State Triath-
lon Championships 
at Anna Bay, on 
May 2.   
 
President Piles, Brian Mac, Jack, Pete Dixon, Brett and Bob 
fronted with their trusty steeds and accepted the challenge 
of safely conveying their charges amongst the weaving, 
sweating mass of around 500 bodies pushbikes at speeds of 
over 60 Kph on the downhill sections (Just as well it was 
down hill, or Brett wouldn’t have been able to keep pace!). 
 

This event is certainly not for the faint-hearted, despite some 
magnificent close-ups of very complex rear drive systems 
working busily in skin-tight lycra!   
 
The day was not without some nasty spills, and we witnessed 
just how much protection this same lycra offers to beautiful, 
lithe, athletic bodies when they hit the asphalt at speed … not 
pretty!  I think we’ll stick with our Kevlar and leathers ...  
 

The $50 each we were given for fuel, wear and tear etc, we donated back to Guide Dogs for the 
Blind.  Mine was donated in my absence, without discussion … thanks a lot guys! 

When I arrived home Leo said that was the last time I was allowed to leave her 
home alone.  Things changed though when I unpacked and gave her some presents 
from OS, she then wanted to know when I was going again. 
Sri Lanka is an interesting place, there are absolutely no road rules, at one time our 
driver overtook a bike cop, on a crest while talking on his mobile. 
The military presence is a bit daunting, we went through about 25 check points on a 
300 km journey and all the soldiers carried machine guns. 
It makes you appreciate our freedom.  What a wonderful country Australia is! 
 
Hope to see you all at the June meeting. 
Stay safe and keep the shiny side up 
John Evans 
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Hi Everyone, 
 
� It’s sure nice to have the Pres home. 
To all those who put up with me while he was away, THAN-
KYOU. 
 

� On a sad note Warren Hofman has lost his Dad since our last meeting.  Our 
thoughts are with you, Warren & Cathie. 

 
� I went to the information night at the local bike shop (SC Moto) along with 13 

Club members, last Wednesday night. 
It was amazing to see what the computer set-up they have got can do. 

 
� BIRTHDAYS FOR NEXT MONTH: 
 

Brian Crooks, the big “70”, Ross Marlin, Chris McCarthy, Phil McTaggart, 
Jennifer Davis, Karen Dixon, Rob Roseworne, Doreen Easthope. 

 
DIARY DATES:  
 
� Christmas in July 11-12 July.  I think this one is booked out. 
� Weekend away to Inverell, 3rd, 4th, 5th October.  I believe there are only 4 rooms 

left at the motel (as of 16th) but other accommodation is available close by. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  
 
26/06/2009, 7:30 pm at Soldiers Point Bowling Club. 
 
Hope to see you all there, 
 
LEO. 

 
Talking to Carl this week.  He’s gonna hold another promo ses-
sion (with grog and BBQ?) soon.  Poor numbers last Wednes-
day, but not a lot of publicity was given.  Wants to get into 
charity ride sponsorship, and supporting us in same.  Has 
been searching for a Rocket 3 to test his state-of-the-art diag-
nostic equipment, if anyone knows somebody with one!   ~Bob 
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Opening time:  7:35 pm       
 
Apologies: as per attendance sheet: 
 
Presidents Report: 
 
� John welcomed everyone to this, our 10th  Anniversary Meeting. 

� Meet & Greet was a great success, thank you to all those who helped. 

� Numerous emails and notices have been posted regarding what a great weekend it was. 
Kim Kennerson’s report was read out. 

� Our guest singer Trish has given her $30.00 back and asked that it be given to charity. The 
committee has decided to give it to the Rescue Helicopter. 

� The historic train, the Southern Aurora may be brought out of retirement to travel to the 
AGM in Albany. 

� Cathie Hofman was presented with her “50” badge. 

� John also thanked the outgoing committee for their support and help over the past year. 

� Our guest speakers for the night, Karl and Scott from the Salamander Bay Motorcycle 
Shop in George Road (SC Moto), were introduced. 

 
Secretary’s Report: 
 
 Inwards correspondence was read out 
 
Birthdays for this Month : 
 
� Cathy Hofman, Alan Lamb, Alan Ford, Ian Richardson, Tony Crick. 
 
Diary Dates: 
 
� Christmas in July 11th, 12th July. 

� Weekend away to Inverell, 3rd, 4th, 5th October. 
  
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
� Bank balance: $1072.31 

� Meet & Greet $2566.00 
 
 
 



Ride Leader’s Report: 
� Jack spoke about the Christmas in July Ride. 

� John spoke about the Inverell ride. 
 
Business arising from previous minutes: 
  

� Our Club Emblem has been ratified by Natcom, and a sample was passed around. 
 
General Business: 
 

� The $150.00 fee charged by the Tilligerry RSL for bus hire for the Meet & Greet was given 
back to Alan Ford, who is going to donate it to charity. 

� Jack spoke about the play which is on at Tilligery RSL starring Alan Ford, in July. 

� Jack also spoke about a ride he is doing to Cobar on 12th, 13th, 14th, June. 

� Paul Mulvay is off around Australia on 17th June. 

� Warren spoke about the ride to Gundy on Sundy. 

� Karen announced that her bike was no longer for sale. 

� Scott from the Salamander Bike Shop (SC Moto) spoke about his qualifications and experi-
ence and gave an outline of the services they provide. 

� He also invited everyone to an open night on Wednesday 10th June at 6:30 pm. 
 
Raffle Prize Winners: 

� Wanda Taylor 

� Carol Mahoney 
 
Fines: many!! 
  
Meeting Closed: 8:15 pm 
 
Shamus and Murphy fancied a pint or two but didn't have a lot of money between them.  They could only 
raise the staggering sum of 1 Euro.  Murphy said "Hang on, I have an idea." 
He went next door to the butcher's shop and came out with one large sausage.   
Shamus said "Are you crazy?  Now we don't have any money left at all!".   
Murphy replied, "Don't worry - just follow me." 
He went into the pub, where he immediately ordered two pints of Guinness and two glasses of Jamieson 
Whisky.  Shamus said "Now you've lost it.  Do you know how much trouble we will be in?  We haven't got 
any money!!" 
Murphy replied, with a smile.  "Don't worry, I have a plan, Cheers!"  They downed their drinks.  Murphy 
said, "OK, I'll stick the sausage through my zipper and you go on your knees and put it in your mouth." 
The publican noticed them, went berserk, and threw them out. 
They continued this, pub after pub, getting more and more drunk, all for free. 
At the tenth pub Shamus said "Murphy - I don't think I can do any more of this.  I'm drunk and me knees are 
killin' me!".  Murphy said, "How do you think I feel?  I lost the sausage in the third pub!   

… and then the fight started!����
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Meeting opened at 8:20 pm. 
 
Larraine Howes chaired the meeting for the election of officers. 
 
All positions were declared vacant. 
 
Larraine stated that she was satisfied all the nominees were financial members. 
 

� The nomination for President was John Evans, proposed by John Beddoe and seconded by 
Robert Lucas. 

 

� The nomination for position of Secretary/Treasurer was Merilyn (Leo) Evans, proposed by 
John Beddoe and seconded by Robert Lucas. 

 
There were four Committee Members nominated:- 
 

� Yvonne Johnstone, proposed by Alan Ford and seconded by Jack Johnstone. 
 

� Kerrie Skinner, proposed by Sue Ford and seconded by Cathie Hofman. 
 

� Catherine Hofman, nominated by Warren Hofman and seconded by Alan Ford. 
 

� Warren Hofman, nominated by Catherine Hofman and seconded by Alan Ford. 
 
No voting was necessary, as the nominees matched the positions vacant. 
 

� Yvonne Johnstone also took on the position of Welfare Officer, and continued as the second 
signatory on the bank accounts. 

 

� Warren Hofman took on the role of ride co-ordinator. 
 
The new Committee was introduced to the club members. 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was closed at 8:45 pm. 
 
 
 

“Only a biker knows why a dog sticks his head out of a car window”. 



 
 
OK, I’ve 
copped a 
bit of 
flak 
about my 
position-

ing of the photos of our 
Meet & Greet creating some 
confusion when trying to 
follow the written matter, in 
last month’s newsletter.   
For those who had diffi-
culty I apologise, but the 
sheer number of photos 
meant I had precious little 
room for text (s’pose I 
could’ve lined all the photos 
up, but then it wouldn’t 
have looked as impres-
sive!).   
On the up-side, I guess it 
proves that some of you 
read my articles (or at least 
try to)! 
Hope this one’s easier to 
follow … 

 
New Committee 

 
Congratulations to John and 
Leo and the other newly ap-
pointed office bearers (re-)
elected at our last AGM.  
I’m sure you would all 
agree we had the “bestest” 
time last year with virtually 
the same committee in 
charge, and I know this year 
will be at least as much fun. 
Give ‘em all the support 
you can guys … they’re do-
ing a grand job … and they 
don’t even charge for their 
services! 
 

Never too old to learn 
 

An old cowboy from out of 
town sat down at the Fisho’s 
in Shoal Bay and ordered a 
cup of coffee. 
As he sat sipping his coffee, a ����
young woman sat down next 
to him. 
She turned to the cowboy and ����
asked, 'Are you a real cow-
boy?' 
He replied, 'Well, I've spent 
my whole life breaking colts, 
working cows, going to ro-
deos, fixing fences, pulling 
calves, bailing hay, doctoring 
calves, cleaning my barn, fix-
ing flats, working on trac-
tors, and feeding my dogs, so 
I guess I am a cowboy.' 
 
She said, 'I'm a lesbian. I 
spend my whole day thinking 
about women.  As soon as I 
get up in the morning, I think 
about women.  When I 
shower, I think about women. 
When I watch TV, I think 
about women.  I even think 
about women when I eat.  It 
seems that everything makes 
me think of women.' 
The two sat sipping in si-
lence. 
A little while later, a man sat 
down on the other side of the 
old cowboy and asked, 'Are 
you a real cowboy?' 
 
He replied, 'I always thought 
I was, but I just found out 
that I'm a lesbian.' 

New Member’s Database 
 
Over the past month I’ve 
been collating all the old 
membership records I can get 
my hands on (with much 
help from Leo) and transfer-
ring it into a custom-made  
database (the old one was on 
a spreadsheet, which have 
some shortcomings).   
This’ll make it a lot easier to 
track members, generate 
birthday warnings, etc. 
To complete the new records 
I’ll be emailing some of you  
to chase up your Ulysses 
Membership number, current 
address, phones, date of birth 
etc, and would appreciate 
any info you care to supply.   
Naturally, if there are records 
such as DOB that you’d pre-
fer not to share, that’s your 
prerogative, and you’ll just 
be entered as 1920 or 1930 
vintage, like one of our lady 
members who shall remain 
nameless until her birthday 
on 3rd November ... 
 

Cobar Ride 
 
A great 1500+ Km ride out to 
Cobar by Jack, Dave, Big Al 
(on the Ford tractor), Leigh, 
Tony, Col, Craggie and Bob 
recently.  Caught up with 
Jack’s Gold Coast mates 
Tony Price, Cowboy and 
Bottles who are working 
there, and was joined by Carl 
at Coolah, and Alan, riding 
down from the Gold Coast. 
There will be a ride report 
with photos soon … ta Jack! 
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Meet & Greet 2009 … Part II 
 
Everything appeared 
(at least, on the sur-
face) to run pretty 
much without a hitch.  
From Friday night’s 3 
ferries to Tea Gardens 
pub, where we were 

entertained by a talented 
musician (aided by our own 
pink Ferry Fairy Kerrie and 
resident Kiwi Elvis), to the 
Saturday morning Show and 
Shine, the local guided ride 

tours for our visitors, and the 
Dinner/Dance on Saturday 
evening.  Sunday morning’s 
recovery breakfast was also 
well attended, although a lit-
tle too brief, as visitors 
packed up and headed off, on their some-

times huge hauls home.   
As Leo reported on the night, 
Garry rode all the way here 
from Adelaide via Broken Hill!  
Helena and David travelled 
from Mt Gambier (SA) albeit on 
4 wheels, and others attended 
from as far north as the Gold 
Coast. 
 
We also welcomed the at-

tendance of  Mick and Deb and the old 
Orange mates, and 30 members from the 
Armidale Bushrangers ... the biggest indi-
vidual representation at our party, apart 
from ourselves.  With their numbers creat-
ing a distraction, despite the Ferry Fairy’s 
best efforts, the Bushrangers managed to 
kidnap our dolphin Nelson on Saturday 
night, and last I heard he had been seen 
travelling through Albury in southern 
NSW.  We haven’t received a ransom note 
yet ... 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In all, we had 
369 souls at-
tend our event 
(or 364, ac-
cording to 
Leo’s report, 
just in), repre-

senting 30 
branches!  That’s huuuge!!   

On 
Saturday night we celebrated our 10th 
Anniversary, Cathie Hofman and 
Jenny Kennerson’s mutual 50th birth-
days, as well as Charlie Hughes and 
fiancée Marion’s Buck’s/Hen’s night, 
and due fitment with a ball and 
chain, complete with pink ball 

carrier.   
On my much-scrawled coaster of 
the night I’ve also noted someone’s  
60th birthday on 17th, but haven’t 
identified them … and I’ve killed 
far too many brain cells to remem-
ber!  Sorry, who ever it was (I’ll 
carry a notepad in future)! 

 
Be here 
next year 
y’all … 
it’s sure 
to be an 
even big-
ger and 
better 
one!! 
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Recognise the bike on the left … know who it belongs to ...?  You’d be forgiven if you don’t, ‘cos it’s been 
either on the back of a truck, or in Brisan’s workshop pretty well since 1st February!   
This forlorn shot was taken on Mt Canobolas (Orange) after it had given up the ghost yet again, and was pa-
tiently awaiting it’s 5th tow truck, in late May.   
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Beddoe’s 
and Knights 
had been down in Wagga 
Wagga celebrating 

Trish's Mum Irene’s 90th birthday.  Goodon-
yer Irene, what an incredible achievement! 
 
They also caught up with my old girl while 
down there.  Thanks guys, Marilyn needed 
an outing away from the sadness ... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacqueline Scocco 
Champagne Colours 
Shop 12, Austral St Shopping Centre 
NELSON BAY 
Ph 02 4984 3332 
10% off all hair services to Ulysses members and their 
guests.  Always service with a smile. 

Auramist Lodge pet boarding, see Rob or Lisa 
Ph 02 4982 6304.  10% discount for members. 
 

John Beddoe financial services & advice 
Ph 02 4965 1547 
 

Jack Johnstone security system installation & service 
Ph 02 4982 4921, mobile 0410 424 921 
 

Dennis Mahoney leatherwork 
Ph 02 4981 0553 
 

Maddy Cesti mobile massage 
Ph 02 4984 9264 
 

Doreen Easthope seamstress 
Ph 02 4982 1876 
 

Phil McTaggart telecommunications installation 
Ph 02 4982 1666 
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150a Salamander Way 
Salamander Bay  
02 4919 1488 
0419 618 397 

merilynevans@exemail.com.au 
10% off for all Ulyssians 


