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Presidents Report   
Hello Port Stephens Ulyssians 
 
The shift to the Soldiers Pt. Bowling club for our Christmas party was a great 
success, the facilities there for a private Barbeque are great. Thankyou to the 
Salamander Fishing Club and the Soldiers Pt. Bowling Club for allowing us the 
use of this area. 
Special thanks to Col for getting the meat and also to Ken and Dennis who did 
the  cooking, and to all the Ladies who brought salads and deserts. The day 
wouldn’t have been complete without a singalong with Elvis and a visit from 
our very own blowup Santa. (Brett) Well done! 
 
There was a good rollup for the night ride but unfortunately the Hinton Pub let 

us down with the meals, they would have to improve a fair bit before we go back again! 
2007 has been a great year for our Branch with lots of fun times with good mates. 
To all the committee, thanks for your help throughout the year, the club is what it is because of your 
help. 
2008 will be just as good if not better, with lots of events in the pipeline already. 
To all the members of Port Stephens Ulysses and your families and loved ones, Leo and I wish you a 
very happy and safe Christmas and New Year and please remember, 
We do not stop playing because we grow old, we grow old 
because we stop playing! 
 
Keep the Shiny side up 
John Evans 

December 07 

Member of the Month 



Secretaries Report 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 I didn’t know we were doing a December Newsletter, when I wished 
everyone a very happy Christmas last newsletter. 
 
Well I think the Christmas Party went off well, good venue, good food 
{thanks to all my helpers} and great entertainment!!!! 
 
BIRTHDAYS FOR  JANUARY. 

Wanda Taylor, Ross Lister, Julie Lister, Yvonne Johnstone. 
 
DIARY DATES. 
Mudgee / Gulgong weekend away.25th, 26th, 27th April, 
Xmas in July, Valla Beach 12th,13th 14th July, don’t forget if you intend going book early 
as other branches have been invited to join us. 
NEXT MEETING. 
25th January 7.30pm. 
Attached to the newsletter is a membership list, let Jack or me know if your details need 
updating 
Once again I hope each and everyone of you have a wonderful Christmas and that 2008 is 
a great year for you all.  
 
LEO 

 
 



MINUTES OF MEETING 30/11/2007    
 
Opening time: 7:45PM    
     
Apologies: as per attendance sheet. 
Alex introduced visitors: Paul Allen, Cheryl Purdon. 
Paul has been riding with the Thursday Group. 
Graham Rollings & Sandra Giles attended as prospective new members & have requested 
membership forms be brought along to the Toy Run so they can join. 
Presidents Report:  
Ken Grant spoke about Orange Weekend.  
Arrangements for Christmas Party tomorrow. 
Arrangements for the Toy Run. 
Christmas Lights ride on 14th December. 
Secretaries /Treasures Report: 
Mail, Birthdays, Memberships Expiring 31/12/2007  
Bank Balance $1081.81 
Business arising from previous minutes: 
Screen tent purchased, cost $129 
Number of bikes that will be attending Disabled Day 3/12/2007. 
General Business: 
Malu thanked everyone for making his 60th birthday the best party ever, he also thanked 
everyone for their gifts & wishes on the night. 
Ken spoke about how the Orange Branch used a whistle to alert the riders that they were 
to get ready to leave. He moved that we should buy one. Jack said that the whistle should 
have very smooth sides so that when it came out it wouldn’t hurt.  
Ken spoke about organizing our next weekend away to Gulgong / Mudgee on 25th 26th 
27th April. The Mudgee Air Show is on the 26th. He will look into accommodation & a 
night at the Opera House in Gulgong. 
Raffle Prize Winners:  
1st Prize: Paul Wakelam.  
Paul is leaving the beautiful shores of Port Stephens next week. He is transferring with the 
RAAF to Perth & hopes to see us all when we attend the AGM in Albany. 
2nd Prize Alan Ford. 
Fines: 
John Evans needs to pay double next meeting. He was fined in his absence for being tail 
end Charlie and loosing ALL riders before lunch at Taranna. Everyone did eventually find 
their way. 
 Malu was fined for making it impossible for anyone to ever put on a party as great as his. 
Brett for having his bike in bits BEFORE the ride commenced. 
Warren for not wanting to use both his shockies on the way home. 
And lots of others fines for having the best weekend. 
 
Meeting Closed: 8.30PM 
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Merilyn Evans, 
Secretary  
Ulysses Club Inc Port Stephens Branch 
PO Box 356 
Salamander Bay NSW 2317 
 
e-mail: merilynevans@exemail.com.au 
 
 
30th November 2007 
 
 
 
Dear Merilyn 
 

Re: National Committee Visit to Port Stephens 
 

 
The National Committee extends their heart felt thanks to the Members of the Port Stephens Branch for their very warm welcome 
to their city during the weekend of 5th – 6th October (2007) for the purpose of a scheduled National Committee meeting.  
 
A special thank you is extended to Branch President John for his enthusiasm to have the National Committee meet in Port 
Stephens. We thank John and Leo (Merilyn) for making time to attend part of the National Committee meeting. The National Com-
mittee were pleased to be able to offer an insight into the running of the Club on a National level and we hope that they felt it was 
as valuable an exercise as the National Committee did.  
 
The National Committee pay particular homage to the members of the Port Stephens Branch for making the most of the opportu-
nity to meet with the National Committee and for generously hosting them and their partners for an evening of social interaction, 
giving the broader membership the opportunity to ask questions of individual committee members in a congenial atmosphere. A 
particular highlight was the impromptu entertainment that they were privileged to be part of. 
 
Congratulations on a well organized function and thank you for your contribution to another memorable occasion. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Helena Gritton  
National Secretary 
Ulysses Club Inc  

   



Cathies Orange weekend report  
I would just like to let everyone that couldn’t go on the Orange ride what a fantastic weekend 
they missed out on. The ride was great and so was the company. The people from Orange 
Ulysses were hospitable and friendly. Warren and I met some lovely people who are actually 
moving to Newcastle.  
I would like to thank John and Leo for organizing a super couple of days. The rides were 
great ( at least the one going to Orange – we broke the shock absorbers on the bike and a 
big thanks goes to Anne who, without her Xtrail, I would still be stranded in Orange. 
The ride started at Pauls Corner and wound its way through to Tarana where we were all to 
meet for lunch at the pub. Jack, Eve and ourselves arrived at the pub and ordered lunch. 
Next to arrive were John and Leo (otherwise known as tail end Charlie). Unfortunately it 
seems to be a common occurence that tail end Charlie arrives before the other 20 or so 
bikes in between. Yes, John did it again.  
Question “How do you lose 20 bikes”.  
 Answer: Make John and Leo Evans tail end Charlie.( Forster revisited). 
 
Congratulations to Jackie and Brian McCallum for their 18th wedding anniversary. We all 
celebrated with them by having tea at a great Thai restaurant in Orange. There were only a 
couple of issues that night, the first being tiramisu cake and Rena. The second was the wait-
ress kept removing Ken Grants shirt and  last but not least the same waitress had problems 
adding up. Nonetheless a great night was had by all. 
 
I would just like to add that as a relatively new member to the Port Stephens Ulysses I have 
never met so many wonderful, friendly and supportive people. There is always someone to 
help you out if need be and as John Beddoe told a guy from Orange, if you want to join a 
branch in Newcastle, join Port Stephens as they are the most sociable group of all. 
 
Thanks again to John and Leo for organizing a super three days away. 
Look forward to the next one!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Cathie & Warren  
(Cathie is now a fully fledged member) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I didn’t say anything! 



Below is an Ebay ad for a 2001 Moto Guzzi Quota, makes good reading & all you BMW riders, this is 
what other people think of you, sad but true.    
 
Vehicle Description 
 
        My Quota. Powercommanded and dynoed. 62 blazing horsepower/62 ft lb. Hard luggage in-
cluded-top case and side cases. Cosmetically fair condition-paint is sun faded and has 60k worth of 
scratches,dings, and other flaws. Mechanically good condition. Ujoint is in good shape. Pro Taper 
bars. Very comfortable for distances. Old engine blew up. Complete motor replaced. Current motor 
has ~20k miles on it. Chassis has 60k on it. Front tire is getting thin- ~ 30% left. Rear tire is fine !70% 
left. Bike is a good runner and can be ridden across country tomorrow. PLEASE NOTE: If you are an 
anal-retentive yuppie BMW R1100/1200GS rider with every Starbucks within 50 miles of your house 
logged on your GPS or such similar motorcycle wacko, you wont want this bike and you should sub-
merge your head under water completely for 5 minutes before contacting me for details on the mainte-
nance history,mechanical ramifications of running 42 vs 45 psi in the tires or a complete uninterrupted 
gas mileage history Excel spreadsheet from the minute it left the dealer. This is bike is what we call "a 
rider". FORZA MOTO GUZZI!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ********* *********Here’s a little more information 
for the interested parties. NO. I don’t think you should take this bike 5000 miles up the Alaskan Al-
Can Highway. I personally don’t think you should take ANY bike up that piece of God forsaken bear-
infested road, let alone the CHEAPEST QUOTA IN THE UNITED STATES. PLUS, my crystal ball 
stopped working last week, so I can no longer predict the future, specifically the mechanical failures 
that will occur in the next 10,000 miles if you buy this, THE CHEAPEST QUOTA IN NORTH 
AMERICA. So you’re half way to Alaska and a tranny bearing dies and tears up a seal and blows oil 
all over your clutch, disabling the bike (hey-Shiite Happens). Unless you wanna drop the motor on the 
side of the road to fix it, you’re done. So you’re there for 4 hours before you see another car pass. You 
try to flag him down, but he obviously doesn’t want any company and keeps motoring on. 
“Sonofa…”. Meanwhile, those dark hulking shadows that you see in the distance seem to draw closer 
and closer…Then one day I get a call from your next of kin who say “ …but you said that the bike 
would make it…” I just do not need this type of mental baggage. I have had not one but TWO wacko 
wannabees ask about driving the bike to Alaska…it just boggles the mind. NO. This bike does not 
have extensive performance work. This engine is stock. You want performance? Buy a Yamaha R1. 
This is Guzzi’s 600 lb “dirtbike” with 60 hp out of an 1100 cc motor…more like a two wheeled sta-
tion wagon with snow tires and about as much horsepower as a Yugo. HEY! I can fit $100 in groceries 
in the hard luggage, though, so it’s good for something. And NO you can’t stay on my couch for a few 
days while you tool around SoCal if you buy this, the CHEAPEST QUOTA IN THE UNIVERSE, 
from me. Two words: YMCA, dude. THANK YOU for the interest in the bike, and please keep the 
questions coming- I always need more material for my PhD dissertation on the Sociology of Internet 
Bike Weirdos. PS: Thank you ebay for the insertion fee sale which allows me to address all the dream-
ers out there in this, a very popular forum. This was well worth the $2 that it cost to insert it, and a few 
orders of magnitude cheaper than therapy. FORZA MOTO GUZZI!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 12/08/07. Holy 
Toledo. 8500 hits. 150 watchers. ZERO BIDS!!!! Oh well. Add me to your "favorite sellers" list and 
we'll do this again real soon. Promise. 



Jacks Soapbox 
Merry Christmas everyone, I hope everyone has a happy & safe Chrissy. This year has been a good 
one, by all accounts, the club is doing fine, both on a national  &  local level. Great to see new mem-
bers arriving all the time, we need to encourage them, make them feel welcome not intimidated by 
what is a fairly close club. Sad to lose touch with members. Some like Paul Wakelam heading to the 
west with the RAAF, others just stop turning up at rides or meetings, maybe they have outgrown us or 
just couldn’t be bothered.  
Highlights of the year for me (on a Ulysses basis) were. Brett in the santa suit at Valla Beach, Malus 
60th birthday party, the ride to Orange in November,  Maryann & Johns wedding, the Coffs agm in-
cluding the chant of Kill Jack at the Ebor pub on the way to coffs (ask Dave). I hope next year is as 
good. 
Next year is lining up to be a busy one, I’m doing a lap of Tassie ( lap not map you mongrels) in Feb-
ruary with my brother, then Townsville in May for the AGM, numerous weekends away with you lot, 
plus it would be nice to fit in a ride school. I’m looking forward to it, just wish it would slow down a 
bit. 
New Years resolutions, i don’t know why I bother but here goes anyway: lose weight again, try & get 
fit, stop taking the piss out of certain bikes & their riders ( not looking good so far, is it? ) don’t get 
booked, do ride when there are double demerits, just don’t speed & last but not least enjoy Eve, Sean 
& Kathryn plus all of my friends. Great to have known all of you, thanks for you friendship, thanks in 
advance to everyone  that writes an article next year, thanks to contributors this year & last but not 
least thanks to all the people that arranged trips, Sunday rides, meetings, nights out etc. your all leg-
ends. Have a good one 
Jack 

 
If riding was not dangerous it  wouldn't be nearly as much fun. We know 

the risks, we like the risks and we love the rewards of taking them. It 
makes perfect sense to me. Taking risks, with understanding, makes a 

rider as safe as he or she can be.  

Members in Business 
John Beddoe -Financial Advice  
49651547 
Nelson Bay Auto Spares  - 
49849948 
Maddy Cesti - Massage 
49849264---04090226628 
McComms Telco –                      
Phone installation & service 
49821666 (Phil or Judy McTaggart) 
Doreen Easthope —Seamstress 
49821876 
John Way Real Estate  - 
49822770 
Jack Johnstone  - security systems 
49824921 
Chris Garrod—Lower Hunter -                      
A1 moulded earplugs     49 545760 
0410 668690 
Dennis Mahoney Leatherwork  
 49 810553 
Steven Clarke Motorcycles – 
49827577 
4 WD Tours ‘R’ Us  Daniel Velman 
&Craig Morris 49190088 
Auramist Lodge— 4982 6304 board-
ing kennels  for pets see Rob or Lisa 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.  
Laraine Howes – 49810190 
John Way 49822770 
John Evans – 49191488 
Maddy Cesti 49849264 
John Beddoe 0418651547 
Paul Mulvay 49819337 
Alex Friggieri 49826500 
 


