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Member of the Month

Hello Port Stephens Ulyssians

Sadly, Leo’s Dad passed away last week. | thangehwho sent condolences;
it has helped her to deal with the loss.

As discussed at our last meeting we are movingraatings to Soldiers Point
Bowling Club so please come along and give the nsowee support. | also
encourage everyone to join the club as they hakeedgo give us the use of
the function room with bar service for free. Foaah de ordered at the bistro
5 and will be delivered to you at the meeting.

The new venue even has a dance floor and a jukédogou to enjoy and the
== have a free courtesy bus.

The March meeting is our AGM and it is great to seeénany people have nominated for committee
positions. For the first time in our Branch’s histave will not be looking for nominations on elexti
night.

To the committee members who are retiring, | thgmk for the great work you have done in the lag
year.

A special thank you goes to John Beddoe, whose working the website does a fantastic job in
keeping people informed of club happenings, anthttk Johnstone for keeping the newsletter
interesting and at times just a little controvdrsia

| would also like to thank the people who enterdithe Mudgee Ulyssians during their recent visit

To all our members, | look forward to seeing yotha& AGM next Friday night, please stay safe arc
keep the shiny side up.

John Evans




Secretary’s Report

Hi Everyone,

Firstly to all those people who either phoned, sent cards, emailed or
expressed their sympathy verbally, on the death of my father
THANKYOU!!!

BIRTHDAYS FOR APRIL
.Laraine Howes, Jack Johnstone, Paul Knox, John Cesti.

DIARY DATES.

Hunter Bikers Tinned Food and Blanket Apped! 2Gril.
Mudgee / Gulgong weekend away"22%" 27" April,
Moree Muster 1% 18" May.

AGM Townsville 26" May to 1st June.

Lake Macquarie’s shopping trip to SydnéyJuly.
Xmas in July, Valla Beach 213" 14" July.

Our Branch AGM Fri. 28 March at SOLDIERS POINT BOWLING CLUB.
NOMINATIONS FOR POSITIONS.
President: John Evans.
Secretary / Treasurer: Merilyn (Leo) Evans.
Committee Members: Yvonne Johnstone.
Kerrie Skinner.
Dave Couch.
Peter Cragg.

INTERESTING INFO .

From Natcom:

Of the 25799 members birthdates available the average age of membership is 5§6.9 year
The membership breakdown by states is:
10606 NSW 41%

5674 QLD 22%

4660 VIC 18%

1907 SA 7%

1434 WA 6%

740 TAS 3%

605 ACT 2%

221 NT 1%

POSTAL VOTING FORMS:

Members who are unable to attend the 2008 AGM at Townsville but still wish to exbesrseghts to vote for the
election of the Candidates of their choice are advised that Postal Voting Ferava#able upon individual member
request from the National Secretary, either by: emadretary@ulysses.org.au

Fax: 08 87258322 or mail:

PO Box 9569

Mount Gambier West SA 5291.

NEXT MEETING:
28" March at Soldiers Point Bowling Club.
Hope to see you all there.

LEO.



The Ratbags’ Valla Beach Rally - 7, 8, 9th March

What a great long weekend! lan and Robin Richardson, Warren and Cathy Hofman and John
and Trish Beddoe did the Ratbags’ Rally at the Valla Beach Resort that 160 people attended.

The Ratbags are riders of Triumph bikes who do self-organised events that are without
Triumph support.

Four of us traveled there the long way via Thunderbolts Way and Waterfall Way.
The Richardsons were delayed because of the need to replace a chain and took the direct
route to Valla.

The agenda was a full one.

Friday: spit roast dinner, a band that does not need
further mentioning and much imbibing.

Saturday: bike display with prizes and a poker run.
Poker run stops were at the V-Wall Pub (Nambucca), #&
Star Hotel (Macksville) and the Pub with No Beer
(Taylors Arm). A barbecue lunch was provided for us = :
at The Pub with No Beer. After dinner at the resort there was a big screening of all our photos
and a trivia quiz with leather jackets and vests as prizes for the winning group of four.

Coming home we did the tourist routes via Bowraville, then
the eastern side of the Macleay River from Clybucca to
Kempsey and then of course Wootton Way. The Valla Beach
Resort is well recommended for the Christmas in July if you
have not already booked yourself in.

Report by John Beddoe.




Myall Lakes Group Bendemeer Overnighter

pENDEMEES

HOTEL

On the 16th of February the Myall Lakes Ulysses Group had an overnight ride to
Bendemeer that we were pleased to join. This included Port Stephens riders John
and Trish Beddoe, Ed and Sue Knight with lan and Robyn Richardson. 5 bikes,
including many couples, took part in the ride, Harleys predominating. Starting from
Karuah most went via Forster for coffee, then to Wauchope and the Long Flat Pub
for a great (as in good and big) lunch. Some riders escorting a " L " plater took the
direct route via Thunderbolts.

The main group continued up the Oxley with a stop at Gingers Creek for a break
and sticky beak and then on to Bendemeer to meet the others. On the way we
checked out the Apsley Falls and Gorge near Walcha, which was at its best with the
recent rains.

It was my first time at the Bendemeer Hotel and | was impressed. It is a big well
organised country pub in beautiful grounds. For $45 per person we got an ensuite,
lock-up parking for the bike and a big cooked breakfast ($5 per person less for a
room without ensuite). For dinner we had a varied choice from the menu and self-
serve vegetables and/or salads. There were no complaints about the service or the
pricing for the whole weekend. : . :

On the trip home the section between Walcha to Gloucester was in mist and drizzle,
which did not get us too damp but limited the views. Back into the lower altitude and
warmer Gloucester all was well again. Some had lunch at the Roundabout Pub at
Gloucester, no longer low-priced, and some continued on to the pub at Stroud.

| have been advised that the Port Stephens Ulysses Group has done Bendemeer
as an overnighter before but maybe it is time for a return visit.

Reported by John Beddoe .




International Norton Owners Club Rally

Destination, Hume Weir on the Victorian side of boeder, we
picked up Paul Mulvay at Salt Ash, he was on hig teaKa-
pooka, us, we were going to the Norton Owners Gitgrna-
tional Rally. It had been going for a bit over aekestarting from
Bendigo but this was the last weekend & officiadriBr etc.
The idea was to get past Sydney as quick as pessibt was
down the highway we headed all the way to Yassad tempted
to sidetrack numerous times but the need to reash turing
daylight kept us down the Hume. We had lunch atY#he big-
gest $10 meal I've ever had, Paul was leaving @uaidagai
so we said our goodbyes & turned towards the Sreywie-
mut, Batlow, Tumbarumba, Jingellic, great roadsy Vitle
traffic & lots of bends, pure riding pleasure. W tp the
Hume Weir tourist park just after 5, set up thd teith water
views & headed to the resort for a well deserveahkar 15.
Riders briefing the next morning was early so weallathe
gear on to head off, Dave kicked the Norton alivat the
button on the Guzzi, F&**&*("K nothing not a of life, |
had had alternator problems & thought | had it txestin
true “ break down the furthest away from home” fasHtal-
lan electrics once again brought me to my kneesnt Dave
off to enjoy the day while searched for a jumpdiadee if | could get the guz going, no problemis
as soon as | stopped that was it. put a meteraghing was coming out of the alternator. Great hel
from everyone on site, | headed into Albury, bouglcharger & jumpstarter, to cut a long & an-
guished tale short it got me home. Meanwhile Daagk dione the rally ride out to Tallangatta with
around a 100 Nortons of all types, tru
some of these machines are in better
nick than when they left the factory.
Our neighbour at the campsite had al
army world war 11 Norton with side-
car including machinegun mount, his
wife wouldn’t let him bring the ma-

chinegun. (cars would certainly keep their distance

Due to the problems with the Guzzi, we decidedaedoff Sunday
morning & see how we went, too much detail to whiége but suf-
fice to say we had an interesting ride home, std@hé’oung over-
night, broke down outside of Mudgee on Monday, uesidoy Ron
& Louise Deeben from the Mudgee Ulysses ( gredi tiis Ulysses
club ). Dave was test riding the electric bicy¢leas thinking of
swapping it for the Guzzi, Ron loaned me a spatieifya Louise
made us lunch, then we were off. We made it home &y it ended
just being another Jack’'n’Dave fabulous roadtripel your ears
listening for the next one.

Jack, photos by Dave



Jacks Soapbox

March already, wow! So far this year, Eve & | hdezn to two 21st, a wedding, a 50th, Eve
been to Thailand, I've done 2 bike trips 1 to Taske other with Dave to the International Norton
owners club rally at Lake Hume. It has been hettith Gulgong, Townsville then Valla beach dg
not look like slowing down. Its getting harder &rider to fit work in, | just need to win lotto or
something.

Our AGM is on the 28th & reading Johns repolbatks like we will have a full committee, re-
member though that doesn’t mean the rest of usitam our arses & do nothing. The more we py

the more we get. Congratulations to the new commitbn behalf of everyone we wish you an eas

year, & thanks to the outgoing, you've been great.

Great to see the club donating to services likeréiscue helicopter, they do a great job & deg
our support. | do think that we need to organizeselwes a little better so we can benefit from efur
forts. By that | mean, we are helping the commuyét we are the only ones that know about it, \
have received no recognition from the local papbiut helping with events like the Triathlon last
year, disable kids at Little beach or any donatigesthe rock’n’rollers scratch their arses &irtghe
social columns. We need to get more like them ifaneeto keep the club going. How many bikes d@
you see around the Bay ridden by old farts, thahaxgee never seen at a meeting. Do they even Ki
we exist? Anybody volunteering to do a bit of pailby, think about it.

2 ride reports from Johnny Beddoe, fantastic,@gead & some photos to tie it all together.
Thanks John | appreciate it. Read Johns repodsg,dle exactly what I'm after, you don’t have to
write a 3 page essay ( but you can if you want josy tell people what you have been up to & witl
whom.
Things that are annoying me this month, Guzzi gtes;tprice of fuel $1.37 on Wednesday $1.48 ¢
Thursday, you must be joking, Guzzi electrics, jpoéns, Guzzi electrics & the big o8I ZZI
ELECTRICS

Don't forget the change of venue for the next nreetboldiers Point Bowling Club

See you there, Jack
“Some people are like slinkies-basically useless, but still bremike to your face when you push them down a flight of sta|

[02)

€

=
o

Members in Business
John Beddoe -Financial Advice
49651547
Nelson Bay Auto Spares
49849948

Maddy Cesti - Massage
49849264---04090226628

McComms Telco —

Phone installation & service
49821666 (Phil or Judy McTaggart)
Doreen Easthope —Seamstress

49821876
John Way Real Estate -
49822770
Jack Johnstone - security systems
49824921
Chris Garrod—Lower Hunter
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. Al moulded earplugs 49 545760
Laraine Howes — 49810190 0410 668690
John Way 49822770 Dennis Mahoney Leatherwork
John Evans — 49191488 49 810553
Maddy Cesti 49849264 Steven Clarke Motorcycles  —
John Beddoe 0418651547 49827577
Paul Mulvay 49819337 4 WD Tours ‘R’ Us Daniel Velman
Alex Friggieri 49826500 &Craig Morris 49190088

Auramist Lodge— 4982 6304 board-

ing kennels for pets see Rob or Lisa




