
Presidents Report for September 
 

 
        Its always very pleasing to see a good attendance at our monthly meetings, 
especially on some of the cold & crappy evenings we have been having, warmer 
nights to follow. 
        As Jack mentioned, we need your input as to our Sunday rides, how often? 
Format etc.  Myself , i would prefer it to be every Sunday and i would not have 
to ring Jack to see if it was the right Sunday.  
Should anyone wish to know  how to get from Nyngan to Bourke, check with 

me, because i know the road, my shortcut to Broken Hill, instead of 140ks my way was 360ks. 
         Thankyou to Perry from Newcastle Motorcycle Wholesalers for turning up at the meeting, they  
certainly have some interesting gear worth checking out.  we have  one of our local guys who had a 
shop & sold out leaving him with a fair bit of gear, Phillip will pay us a visit in a month or two. Just 
one last thing, forgot to mention Rob for providing the music at Johns 50th, sorry about that mate. 
 
Til next month, clear skies, gentle breezes and keep it upright. Paul 

PORT STEPHENS ULYSSES 
Leader: Paul Mulvay 02 49819337  0429615349 
Secretary: Kerrie Skinner 02 49651560   kerrieskinner@optusnet.com.au 
Treasurer: Yvonne Johnstone 02 49824921           
Ride Captain: Jack Johnstone 49824921 0410424921 
Email: kerrieskinner@optusnet.com.au 
All correspondence to: PO Box 356 Salamander Bay 2317 
 

Newsletter correspondence to Jack at    jjohnno@tpg.com.au or 49824921 
Member of the Month 

��September 2006 

 SECRETARYS REPORT 
 

  
 
From the Mailbox 
 

Detailed information on these events are available on the Website or by ringing your Secretary. If 
information has been made available it will be kept until the event has been held. 
09.09.2006 - Ulysses Poker Run 2006 - Lismore 
10.09.2006 - Ulysses Memorial Ride - Meet at Hexham Maccas 8.30am for ride to Maitland       
                     Park and Service at 9.30am and you are invited to join the ride to Broke Fair      
                     afterwards. 
15.09.2006 - 2006 AGM Feedback Form return date. Are you going tell your Secretary so    
                      that she can tell organizers via the survey 

07.10.2006 -25th Thunder Rally Nundle -  to benefit the Moorong Spinal Unit 
15.10.2006 - Newcastle Motorcycle Wholesalers holding a BBQ at the shop in        
                      Broadmeadow all welcome from 11am free BBQ from 12 Noon. 
19.10.2006 - 2006 YMF Australian Superbike Championship General Admission Ticket         
                      Form, information on ticket prices etc.  
05.11.2006 - Our esteemed Presidents Wedding to his Princess Pat 
11.11.2006  - Trip to Forster led by John and Leo Evans staying at Lanis Caravan Park or     
                       surrounding accommodation. Please organize your own accommodation.  
03.12.2006 – Newcastle Toy Run  
10.12.2006 – Our Christmas Party – Pearson Park Soldiers Point from 11am 
26.01.2007 – Flight to Fasssifern Rally hosted by Brisbance Branch Boonah QLD 

 



We have received correspondence from the National Committee regarding the following matters. (Information copied 
directly from letters received) please consider the following for discussion at the next branch meeting. 
Incomplete membership forms are arriving at the National administration Office, it has been requested that all forms be 
completed correctly with the necessary attachments before being sent. New application forms have been provided with 
the new Administration Office address. 
There was a recent proposal put forward by a member for the appointment of a National Welfare Officer. The National 
Committee endorsed the principle of a Welfare Officer but felt that it was too big a task for one person to administer this 
role on a National level. The National Committee has decided to encourage the concept of a Welfare Officer at Branch 
level, however this will be a respected branch decision either way. Natcom envisages that the duties of the Welfare 
Officer would entail being the first point of contact regarding the welfare of members on matters such as illness and 
accidents etc and assisting members in any way possible as deemed by the local branch and its members. It is also 
recommended that the nominated Welfare Officer for each Branch be listed on the Natcom Website. Information 
regarding Historic Bike Registration should be available shortly. Minutes of Natcoms July meeting indicates that the 
National Website will carry information for each State soon. I will keep you posted. 
Moments from the Meeting  
Samples of Ladies Shirts will be available at the September meeting. 
Name badges have been ordered. 
Donations have been sent to the Westpac Helicopter Service and the Arthritis Research Task Force. 
Christmas Party date chosen & Weekend away organized for November check the events calendar for further 
information. 
 
Quote for the Month:    I cannot give you the formula for success, 
                                    but I can give you the formula for failure 
                                    - which is: try to please everybody. 
 
                                Herbert Bayard Swope American Newspaper Editor 
 
                                                                                       Ride For Bill   30.8.2006 
 
Participants- Alan Ford, Trevor McGarry, Dennis Mahoney, Ross Marlin, Karen Brown, Brian McCallum, Ron and 
Kerrie Skinner.                                                                               
          I was contacted around two weeks ago by Trevor Ramsay, Bills brother, he wanted to do something special for 
Bill who was turning 60 on  the 30th of August. Bill had been an active Ulysses member in Queensland, he has had a 
rough trot of late and ill health meant that he could no longer ride. Trevor wanted to make Bill’s 60th something that he 
would not forget and asked if our Branch could help out and so it was that after a few phone calls and a request for 
participants at our meeting on Friday the 25th, Trevor’s wish and Bill’s birthday surprise was organized.  We met at 
Lakeside Tavern (it’s not our fault Trevor lives just around the corner) Bill had no idea that we were about to arrive or 
that we were going to kidnap him for an hour or so. Bill was a Harley rider and thankfully Alan and Dennis turned up or 
the poor guy would have had to settle for a Honda (sorry Ron) and anybody else that I’ve just offended. We knocked on 
Trevor’s door with cup cake and candle in hand, to say that Bill was surprised was an understatement. Bill met everyone 
and then was asked to choose a bike that would suit him. Bill isn’t able to talk due to a tracheotomy but the very 
determined gesture towards Alan’s bike left us in no doubt as to his choice. We got Bill kitted out with helmet and 
jacket and off we went, destination Hinton Pub (it’s not our fault that’s as far as Bill could go!). We spent sometime 
quenching our thirst and getting to know Bill, he asked us lots of questions via pen and paper and didn’t mind getting a 
ribbing about it being a one sided conversation. Bill owned 4 trikes a 750WLR, 1000 Sporty, 1200 Softail, and a 1375 
Blockhead, he traveled across the United States from California to New York in 1994, we were sure he would have 
some wonderful stories to tell, maybe we could get him to write one for our newsletter. The afternoon was getting on so 
we headed back to Trevor’s to drop Bill off (no we didn’t go via the Junction Hotel). Bill had a great time and on behalf 
of Bill’s brother Trevor and his wife Jenny I would like to thank everyone that was able to make the day possible. A 
special note of thanks to Alan Ford, who rode back from Sydney on Tuesday night to be there on Wednesday and then 
returned to Sydney. Well done everyone.   

 
We make a living by what we get, 

But we make a life by what we give. 
That’s all for Now 

Kerrie �  
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RIDE REPORTS 
Thursdays       no reports from the Thursday latte club too busy eating & drinking (nothing wrong 
with that ) . Check out their activities on the web page. 
          
 Sundays  )  
Sunday 20th Aug.  
         Wanda's mystery ride, but no Wanda as she did not go citing 
compassionate grounds. 
Anyhow there were 7 bikes/riders and Jackie on pillion for the day. 
It was good to see new faces arriving including Richard, DJ Mick 
and another Mick, first time riders and about to join the branch, 
Larraine, Tom, Phil S, Brian and Jackie. The ride was to Tea Gar-
dens via Bulahdelah for Coffee then down the back road (12 kms 
reasonably good dirt) to the Bombah point ferry,t hen on to Hawkes 
nest and across the bridge to The Pub at Teagardens for a fish cone. 
Back home via the freeway. This was Larraine's first dirt ride and 
now she has enough confidence to buy a trail bike and go for it.  
 
 
Next rides are: weather permitting, 
 
3 Sep. 0930 a ride to Singleton via the Paxton Pub coming back through Gresford 
17 Sep 0930 a mystery ride Which needs a ride leader. 
 
Events coming up are: 
2 Sep Medowie Bike Show at the Bull’n’Bush Hotel Medowie 1200 there will be bikes, bands & 
trade stalls. Always a great day ph 49583772 for further info. 
10 Sep Ulysses Memorial ride, 0830 Hexham Maccas 
14 Oct Mudgee Ulysses invite to Quandialla ( men only) ask jack if interested. 
18 Nov Sportsman Night Viet Vets at Pearlbrook, see Dennis Col or Phil 
18 Nov Superbikes at Eastern Creek, well worth it, see Tony M, or jack 
18/19 Imbil Rally, Gympie Deer Park, try a bambi burger ( you know you want one ). See jack 
 
 
It has been suggested that instead of the current system of choosing rides, that we get together a group 
of interested riders, sit down as a group  & make up a ride calendar with ride leaders willing & able to 
do the job. I’m suggesting that we meet the 3rd friday of the month about 6pm ( Anna Bay Tavern), 
thus ensuring that i can update the calendar prior to the meeting & list the rides in the next newsletter.  
The 15th September will be the first try, if you’re interested come along.  



Des Hanrahan Memorial Ride 
4th August 2006 

 
9.30 am Paul’s Corner and 7 bikes and 4 poofs’ in a 4WD embark on a 600klm trip to Silverton, 23k 

from Broken Hill in memory of our late mem-
ber Des Hanrahan. 
The clouds were hovering above us, the road 
was wet below us and half a dozen spots on 
the windscreen out back of Singleton, we 
made our way to Denman, where the start of 
the banter began. Phil had diet apple pie with 
diet cream, and others refueled themselves as 
well as the machines. Onwards, ever onwards, 
through the hills towards Dunedoo, still no 
rain, but the clouds up our butt. Lunch at the 
agreed café with a couple of cool schooners; 
except for the “latte set” in the 4WD who 
chose Chardonnay and Merlot. Then came the 
rain. Tony broke the 100m dash to recover the 
lamb’s wool off the bike seat and back inside 

to finish lunch. Rain stopped and back to travel, Jack, Dave, George, Phil and Tony take the recom-
mended scenic route to Dubbo with Ken, Warrick and the 4WD set sticking to the highway. All safe 
at 3pm, although the directions for the cross country boy’s appeared to be wrong, 90% gravel. 
Friday night was at the Hotel Motel Macquarie with ex bayites Ralph and Annette Langdon with 
Jenny Hanrahan who had been brought over from Port Stephens buy Steve and ????? ???????. It was 
at dinner that Jenny pinned the memorial badge on all the Bay boys, quite moving. After dinner more 
drinks and a lot of chit chat, and off for a good rest. 
        Breakfast at the hotel and off to Nyngan. 18klm out of Dubbo and the rider’s number grew to 8 
with the inclusion of Col Williams. Jenny Hanrahan rode to Nyngan as the pillion passenger of Ralph 
Langdon. Dubbo friends Harley and wife also rode with us, the returned to Dubbo from Nyngan. Hot 
pies and coffee then on to Cobar, not quite enough fuel for Jack to make it to town, but in time for 
lunch and consume a couple of complimentary drinks at the RSL. Off for the compulsory game of 
golf, no greens as we know them, the putting is done on “scrapes”, raw dirt where the player is able 
to scrape the dirt flat from the ball position to the hole then putt, what an experience. Taxi’s back to 
the RSL for dinner and another complimentary round of drinks, presentation of trophies, dinner and a 
game of pool. Off to bed at varying times to prepare for 460klm of riding tomorrow. 
        Bright and shining at 8am we leave the Caltex at Cobar. 6klm out of town is the beginning of a 
51klm stretch of straight road. Wild goats bring us to a crawl then back to cruising speed. 160klm 
later we arrive at Emmdale, Ken arrives with kangaroo fur stuck to his front axle, his first “road kill”.  
Here we meet Harry, the owner operator, he is a bundle of laughs, NOT, and he tells Jack to wait until 
he is finished sweeping then we can fuel up. More straight road and then, Wilcania, The Latte set did 
not seem to be fearful of the real Australians and stopped to fuel up there. Not often do you see hotel 
accommodation advertised with “lock up garages” but Wilcania does. Out of town and next destina-
tion is Little Topar, Warrick did not put sufficient fuel in at Emndale, so Tony to the rescue again 
3.2klm short of the road house. Whilst waiting for Warrick to arrive the remainder watched some 
video’s one of the operators had, then off to Broken Hill, by the way, we all agreed that the price of 
fuel at those 2 stops was surprisingly cheap $1.457 per litre, Wilcania $1.679 and autogas $0.919 per 
litre. 1pm central time we arrive at Broken Hill, our mouths as dry as chips and the rear tyre of 
Tony’s bike showing wire all the way around.  
        A few coldies and Ken arrives back at the pub with Jenny Hanrahan as his pillion, we follow 
Ken over the 23 klm to Silverton, now there is somewhere that everyone who goes to the Hill must 



go, an old mining town where Mad Max movies were made as well as many more and numerous 
numbers of commercials for both here and overseas. Phil and Warren attempt to drop the potato 
from their head into a funnel which is stuck down their pants, but not quick enough to avoid the bar-
maid tipping a schooner of beer down the funnel first.  
        The noise of 125cc motor bikes, somewhat modified 
took our attention. The Skeeta Grimshaw boys had arrived to 
finish their annual weekend away. The conditions of partici-
pating are that they wear a suit (all weekend) and must be 
pissed to begin (and remain that way) new members are 
know a “virgins”, and as one told us they were subject to 
“seriously uncomfortable stuff”, make sure you see the pho-
tos, words can not explain what they got up to. 
Most ventured out another 4klm to where the hills meet the 
desert of the Mundi Mundi plains to watch the sunset with 
about another 60 or so from the 4WD bash. Another experience that I recommend. 
        The evening began with a more than filling smorgasbord and music provided by Irwin and the 
Disappointments, The fine session began and of the 150 odd participants in the bash fines were at a 
standard cost of $50.00. The auction began and prices paid were exorbitant to say the least, $300.00 
for a blow up doll and the spare 7 badges we had were Dutch auctioned for a figure of $400.00 
each. The night was, from beginning to end, a tribute to Des, on many occasions there was rarely a 
dry eye or throat without a lump, a credit to the organizers from Dubbo South Rotary who attracts 
participants from Queensland to Victoria. Much fun and frivolity and again, off to bed at varying 
times. 
        The Latte set of Paul Knox, Ross Lister, Tony  Crick and John Way return to Broken Hill 5 star 
accommodation, WRONG, for an early start back home via White Cliffs on Monday morning. 
        Slow to move on Monday morning, a breakfast fit for a king was provided, then back to Bro-
ken Hill, steady to beware of the wild brumbies and emu’s. Back at the Hill and Warrick realized his 
glasses were not on his nose so back to Silverton he went, no luck. 
Off to the museum and mint where Ken gave Warrick a brochure of the museum to which he said “I 
cant read this I’ve lost my glasses”, how lucky, the publican of where we were staying was helping 
out with Broken Hill Rotary Club at the breakfast and nearly trod on the glasses and brought them 
back to town. Tony located a bike shop that had to order the tyre in from Adelaide and agreed to fit 
it the next morning, Tony left his bike there so they could get the tyre off that day for an early start 
Tuesday.  A quiet afternoon and Paul Mulvay arrived after taking a short cut from Nyngan to Cobar 
via Bourke, a trip which should have been 130klm but via Bourke 360klm. Not too much drinking 
and an early night.   
        Tuesday morning and Col and Paul leave for Dubbo, Ken and Warrick to Cobar and the re-
mainder Jack, Dave, Tony, Warren and Phil wait for the bike shop to fit Tony’s tyre and head in the 
direction of  Echuca, every one making their own way back in their own time. 
        The week of comradeship was full of fun and will be spoken about for years to come. A friend-
ship developed between ourselves and the 4WDers, pretty sure that we will meet up again in 2 

years, wherever they might be. 
         Once again all who went on the trip thank Ken Grant for the 
planning and organization of a smoothly run week away, and we 
thank one another for the company on a great holiday. 
 
Warrick 



Long Tan Day   
Pearlbrook 19Aug2006 

If you ‘ve ever had the chance to head out to Pearlbrook, then you’d know you’re in for a good time. 
Five Ulysses members left Pauls Corner at 0815 Saturday morning, weather looking excellent for a 
ride. A small stop at Muswellbrook to pick up Phils brother, have a cuppa, repack Phils bike, say our 
thanks & on the road again. Next stop Durham hotel at Wingen where you can sit back  & relax with 
a good feed & a couple of beers knowing the rally site is only 20 minutes away. 
        Duck & Karen saved us a campsite, Chris (Shakey) was already there & Dave & Paul turned 
up about 2pm. The ceremony was held at 3.40 & was very moving. The bars reopened at 4.30 & the 
party was on. the bands startes after dark, with the Retro Rockets starting first, after a few dances  
Dennis ( thats me ) crashed & burned, hit the sack & 
that was that. 
        Next morning there was frost everywhere, 
Daves Harley being made of steel not plastic would-
n’t start ( ed: i’m not saying anything but i am piss-
ing myself laughing ) it had an aversion to cold  & 
needed a jump start, like many other owners & their 
bikes. 
        All in all it was a great weekend, so don’t miss 
the next one, the sportsmans night 18 Nov 
 
Keep your knees in the breeze 
The House Mouse 
 
 

 

FOR SALE 
BMW R80 

Well cared for machine looked  
after by elderly gentleman 

( sorry col ) 
 

$5500 ono ask for a Ulysses discount. 
You know the machine you know the owner  

( a butcher by trade not by nature )  
A classic machine, if you need more info ring Col 

0409817112 



PORT STEPHENS ULYSSES 
MEET & GREET 

 
        Well a 1hr flight from Coolie to Williamtown for $39 sure beats riding all that way. Especially 
when petrol was at 137.9 all over the district. 
        Picked up by Ulysses friends Eve & Jack on Thursday quick lunch at their home in Tanilba Bay 
& onto a Navigator for media meet at the Nelson Bay marina. Jack, Laraine & Dennis representing 
Port Stephens, made it into the  Newcastle Herald with picture & story about our club & what was 
happening that weekend. The new media stars needed to sooth their throats so we visited the Game 
Fishing Club at Shoal Bay. What a view from balcony seats looking over the water to Winda Wopppa 
& Hawks Nest. Left it a bit late to ride back so got a bit cool along the way. 
        Friday some still had to work, poor things. Very foggy even the planes got diverted away, so 
lucky I arrived a day early. Drove via Stockton Bridge to Newcastle & went for a stroll along harbour 
foreshore to Nobby’s Beach around the cliffs to Newcastle Beach for coffee. Lots of wetsuits bob-
bing in the ocean. *Nuts*. Oh well no brains, no pain. 
        Went to Darby Street for lunch. What a trendy place!  I didn’t think Newcastle had it in it. Res-
taurants, gallerys, the pub of course and crazy boutiques.  Now that BHP doesn’t generate the smog. 
The city  is a lot nicer to visit. 
        Rushed to Tanilba Bay then onto Nelson Bay to be early for first ferry going to Tea Gardens for 
dinner. Not a chance. The first boat was already full & a long line waiting to board second. I jumped 
the first with Stephen Dearnley, Kim Kennerson & Vic Lesslie who all patiently waited for me to get 
photos. We had a fantastic sunset & the boat stopped to let us dolphin watch. Stephen & I hung over 
the bow to try & get photos but all I got was pictures of splashes in the dark. I like the digital cameras 
delete button.   
        200 of us squeezed into the Tea Gardens Hotel. We all ordered $7 cones. That’s fish & chip 
cones they served in seconds. Then danced until the boats left at 9pm for return journey. Malu a local 
member some may have heard his Elvis songs at Tassie sang on the way. I was so sick of hearing El-
vis I was planning to disconnect the speakers above my head.  Maybe he got sick of hearing himself 
cause he shut up for half the trip.  
        Slept well & up early for D’alboras Marina bike show. Approx. 170 bikes arrived on a sprin-
kling morning.  Live music, bikes & boats & raffles. Stephen Dearnley came on his scooter too. 1pm 
the organized rides left for Anna Bay, Shoal Bay, Soldiers Point, Salamander Bay  & returned to Nel-
son Bay. Nothing but Bays around this peninsula. 
        Dinner for 270 at Nelson Bay Bowling Club. They came from Mudgee, Orange, Port Mac-
quarie, Northern Beaches, St. George Basin, Dubbo & me from Gold Coast. More music, dancing & 
talking. Roast dinner & seconds if you wanted, plus dessert.  
        Started to rain when we called it a night. Back to Corlette by maxi taxi where Ken & Ronda 
Grant put us up for the night, so no one had to drive/ride. Just a couple of ports said hosts, not I said I 
& crashed.  
        Still raining slightly & we all wearily wandered into the Nelson Bay Bowling Club for farewell 
recovery breakfast. Gee it feels like we just left this place. Had a lovely breaky & I ran into a couple I 
drank with on Spirit Of Tasmania. They came up from Cardiff that morning to sell raffle tickets for 
Newcastle Lower Hunter Ulysses. 
        Eve chauffered me to the airport passing bikers putting wet weather gear on. Hope the day got 
better for them.  
        What a wonderful three days & nights. Flying, biking, boating, boozing, bopping, buffeting. I 
got to meet & greet the friendliest bunch of partiers from all over NSW. 
Happy & exhausted 
 
Beth  Gold Coast Ulysses 



Members in Business 
John Beddoe -Financial Advice  
49651547 
Nelson Bay Auto Spares  - 
49849948 
Maddy Cesti - Massage 
49849264---04090226628 
McComms Telco –                      
Phone installation & service 
49821666 (Phil or Judy McTaggart) 
Doreen Easthope —Seamstress 
49821876 
John Way Real Estate  - 
49822770 
Jack Johnstone  - security systems 
49824921 
Ken & Ronda Grant -                      
A1 moulded earplugs     49 843766 
Dennis Mahoney Leatherwork  
 49 810553 
Steven Clarke Motorcycles – 
49822721 
4 WD Tours ‘R’ Us  Daniel Velman 
&Craig Morris 49190088 
Auramist Lodge— 4982 6304 board-
ing kennels  for pets see Rob or Lisa 

 

Lee Stark has an involve-
ment in this business build-
ing bike trailers, etc at 
Lemon Tree Passage so if 
you are after a trailer for the 
next rally or AGM give him 
a call on 49845950 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.  
 
Laraine Howes – 49810190 
John Way 49822770 
John Evans – 49811627 
Maddy Cesti 49849264 
John Beddoe 0418651547 
Paul Mulvay 49819337 

THE SOAPBOX 
         Thats more like it, a couple of contributors & we are back up to 7 pages, every little bit helps. 
You will all have read Warricks ride report from Des’ run, we all had a great time, the 5 of us that 
took the long way home did close to 3200k, i think the most we paid for petrol was $1.48 ( i was ex-
pecting 1.60, 1.70 ) & the nice policemen were few & far between. We did have a chat with a high-
way patrolman in Mudgee & he told us that our area was in for some attention from the bike coppers 
this weekend, you have been warned. 
        There seems to be heaps coming up, especially November, i’ve got 3 things planned for the 
same weekend, sportsman night at Pearlbrook, the superbikes at Eastern Creek & the Imbil Rally in 
Queensland.   
        We have another weekend away coming up, John & Leo are organising a weekend at Forster on 
the 11/12 Nov. book your own accommodation at Lanis caravan park 1300 653258. It’s a great spot & 
should be a lot of fun, see John or Leo for any more info. 
        I’ve included a page from the Gold Coast Ulysses newsletter, written by a friend, Beth, about 
our meet & greet. I thought you might like to read the view from a visitor.  
        I would like to thank Perry from Newcastle motorcycle wholesalers for bringing along some of 
his gear, too many local businesses want our custom but are not willing to give us anything in return, 
by the looks of some of his gear & the discounts he was offering us he will do well. If you hear from 
any other firms willing to offer deals, i’m more than willing to give them a free plug, same for mem-
bers with their own businesses. 
        Mudgee pres Ron Deeben has invited us along to Quandialla on the 14/15 Oct, a one horse town 
that if you decide you’ve had enough of the pub & want to visit the bowling club they close the pub 
& all go to the club ( and vice versa ). They go once a year ( men only ) & challenge the locals to a 
game of bowls. I’m thinking about going so if anybodies interested, ring me. 
        Tony  Mayers is organising a trip to Eastern Creek on the  19Nov for the Australian Superbike 
Championships. Ask Tony for more details 
        Jack ,  
                   Life may begin at 30, but it doesn't get real interesting until about 150 


