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Presidents Report   
 
Another good roll up for our November meeting, including two new members, 
namely Alex & his good wife Connie, welcome aboard guys. 
 
Six of our bikes braved the savage weather for the annual toy run. It appeared that 
there were about 2500 bikes on the day. A little bit of a disappointment as last year 
they broke the record with in excess of 700 bikes, thats an awesome amount of 
bikes in anyone’s language. 

 
Tomorrow however we have to play the weather again off the cuff, for this is the day we bring smiles 
to to the faces of the handicap kids, at Little Beach. These guys really look forward to this day so 
much, lets hope the weather is kind. 
 
Really looking forward to the Christmas party at Pearson Park the following Sunday, 10 December , 
and hopefully we will commandeer the southern end of the park, as we did last year, just in time to 
grab it before the rural firies turned up for their party. It is definately the better end of the park. 
 
In conclusion, with the end of 2006 looming I would like to take this opportunity to wish you one & 
all, a very safe & Happy Christmas & a most prosperous & joyful  new year. Be kind to each other 
Paul 

December 06 



Report from Kerrie & Eve:  A few items from the meeting:  Another letter from NATCOM about the 
GST and the explanation of what we need to do to comply.  This should make it easier for each of 
the Branches with a statement of income and expenditure to be forwarded once a year and the GST 
component to be included in this statement. No Meeting in December, the next meeting will be held 
on Friday 26.1.07. The Christmas Party was  held at Pearson Park on Sunday 10 Dec and was en-
joyed by all who attended.  We were very lucky with the weather as the sun shone all day.  To all 
who helped out on the day  Thanks it is appreciated.  To everyone who contributed to our Branch this 
year Thank You without our members it could not happen.   
The Westpac Rescue Helicopter based in Newcastle (who we send a donation to) is not being taken 
over by an overseas consortium.  It will continue to run as it has done over the past years. 
From all the Committee I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas (not too merry) and a Happy 
New Year - see you all in 2007.  Eve & Kerrie 
 
NO MEETING IN DECEMBER—NEXT MEETING 26 JANUARY, 07 



Ride Reports 
Superbikes 19th Nov. What a beautiful morning it was. We were to leave Paul’s Corner at 7.30 and 
guess what to my surprise 6 bikes roared away on time. Picked up two more bikes at the start of the 
freeway and they were ready 10 minutes early, (you beauty) I didn’t think I was that scary. On to our 
last pick-up at the twin servos, a hockey mate from Newcastle, and he was ready and waiting. After a 
quick puff for the smokers and a contingence plan if any got lost. Ha ha ha !!!!!! Warren H led the 
way and I looked after the tail. As we were nearing Sydney we had about 6 or 7 other bikes join us 
which looked good. We went down Pennant Hills road, James Ruse Drive, and then M4 without sepa-
rating once until we turned into the track and half of us got caught at traffic lights. The day was very 
hot but the racing was unreal. Most of us left 3.45 pm with a few races still to go. A very hot and slow 
trip out of Sydney but once we hit the freeway it was good. Stopped for a coffee and a break at twin 
servos then safely home. Thanks to those who took part.    Tony 
Imbil Rally  Dave & I left Wednesday morning, the weather was good  & the traffic was light. We 
headed up Thunderbolts Way to Nowendoc, the wind started to howl. Its a fairly straight run to Uralla 
so i reckon we only wore out one side of our tyres. Breaky at Uralla & time to put  the liner in the 
jacket, it was freezing. The Waterfall Way through Nymbodia is a great piece of road, a bit twisty for 
the cruisers but perfect for anything else, a truck tried to wipe us both out at one stage but that is par 
for the course. We were travelling well, so stopped at Grafton for lunch. Time to take the liner out, it 
had turned hot. The plan was to head up to Casino then onto Uki, but a friendly local Ulyssian told us 
of a better way involving a bit of dirt. Great! Off course we missed the turn ( new years resolution. 
take notice of directions). We did get onto the right road just didn’t know it. anyway we ended up 
were we needed to be, and just in time because my topbox decided it was sick of the ride & wanted to 
jump ship. I stopped just in time with a 1/2 inch of plastic holding it on the bike. A quick bit of rear-
ranging & we were on our way.  
        Off the highway at Woodburn onto Lismore, Nimbin, meet Kevlar at Uki pub. The roads were 
fantastic, a bit skinnier than we are used to but in good nick & plenty of bends. The smell through 
Nimbin is, how should i phrase it “enlightening” but the streets & shops were extremely busy for a 
weekday arvo.  We met Kevlar at Uki & after a quick ale we were heading to Tweed Heads. He had 
arranged to be part of an escort for a year 12 formal so Dave & I tagged along. About a dozen Harleys 
& Dave & I did the bikie thing through Tweed Heads.  After that is was time to hit the Gold Coast  & 
our hosts for the weekend Liz & Tony Price. This is were it went all pearshaped for me, after a night 
on the turps i fell down the stairs & cracked my head open. Thank god i was drunk otherwise it would 
have hurt. We did the mad dash to the doctors to get stitched up then we had to decide how to continue 
on. my main problem was i couldn’t use the clutch or put a helmet on, so it was decided Liz would 
drive me & Tony would lead the rest to the rally. Liz had a new ducati & was looking forward to the 
ride so it was a lovely thing that she did. 
        the rally was great, a bit different from most of the rallies i’ve been to, it was a more family ori-
entated affair. There were plenty of women present plus quite a few kids, they had a gymkana satur-
day arvo & a band going Friday & Saturday nights. The bambi burger was a major disappointment, it 
could have been anything. The only way to make sure would have been to catch your own. ( there 
were plenty around). I won the hard luck story award for my misadventures so the weekend had its 
moments.  
        we left Sunday arvo, had a leisurely trip back to the gold coast, took Monday off then Dave 
headed back home while i caught the plane home  the next day. I waited a week before flying back for 
the bike, took the scenic tour back, the arm was just about falling off by Armidale but i made it home 
safely. 
        i don’t know if theres a moral to this story, but i put it down to, if you do things, things happen 
sometimes good other times shit, if you don’t do things you die. As the saying goes: 
“ Life is not a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in one pretty and well 
preserved piece, but to skid across the line broadside, thoroughly used up, worn out, leaking oil, 
shouting GERONIMO!” 



Bobs Outback adventure 
Marilyn's been on my back for months to send you a story and photo for the Newsletter, from our trip 
to Darwin back in July, so here we go ... 
Think we have told you that our eldest son Damien (32) is an emerging sculptor, and also teaches at 
the Tom Bass Sculpture Studio School in Erskineville. Last year he was lucky enough to win a com-
mission from the NSW branch of the Stockman's Hall of Fame to do a bronze sculpture of a pioneer 
woman, depicting the strength and character of the women that headed west to support their men in 
the early days.  He finally completed her about March this year, and she was to be installed and un-
veiled during the Week of the Outback celebrations at Longreach on 31st July. So away I went to Er-
skineville in our trusty 15-year-old Triton ute (still battling to change gears 4 weeks after throwing the 
Honda away), and collected Damo and his sculpture (weighing in at 1/3 tonne), headed back up 
to the Bay, hooked the caravan on, and set out for Longreach.  We bush camped for the 3 nights head-
ing up there, then set up camp behind the workshop at the Stockman's Hall of Fame. We had expected 
to be able to buy pavers or similar locally to build the pedestal, but were told we'd have to go to Rock-
hampton or Townsville if we wanted that sort of stuff!  More than a little anxious, we scrounged 
around the grounds the next day, and discovered a pile of left-over green slate from the original con-
struction of the Hall.  Greatly relieved, I set about knocking up some boxing for the base of the sculp-
ture, to be installed out the front of the RM Williams cottage. Sounds like a beaut holiday, but we 
really busted our arses over the next few days making boxing, pouring concrete, and laying the slate 
(which I'd never worked with before) while Damo cut it to shape.  With typical Longreach heat, we 
found we had to drink to excess each evening to build our fluid levels up for the next day's work!  
Marilyn flew in on the Thursday, and we finished our works on the Saturday, just in the nick of time 
for the unveiling in front of a big crowd on the Sunday morning.  It was a pretty emotional moment 
for me, after carting her the 2,000 Kms (uninsured!) on the back of the old ute, and all the work to in-
stall her in time. After the unveiling we loaded Damo onto the train to Rockhampton, and we bush 
camped our way through to Darwin to catch up with 2nd son Adam and family, and to greet a brand-
new grandson.  Met some great folk along the way and enjoyed a coupla weeks in Darwin, before 
bush camping the 4,000 Kms back home, catching up with some old mates from Wallerawang who 
were fossicking at The Willows (near Emerald, in QLD). By the way, for any of the better-heeled 
members of the club, Damo will shortly have available a bronze maquette (1/4 scale) of the Pioneer 
Woman, for a mere $3,200 (sounds a lot, but the foundry charges him over $2,100 for the bronzing, 
the studio takes $400, then there's GST ... so doesn't leave the poor old artist with much!).  He has lim-
ited production to 15 editions. 
Cheers 
Bob 'n Marilyn 
 





Jacks Soapbox 
What a month, everythings been happening, if you read  my ride report it sort of explains why this 
newsletter is late. I apologise. If you are looking for reports on the forster weekend, the christmas 
party, the disabled kids ride, so am i. I was at the forster weekend & the Christmas party, i had a great 
time hope you did. Thanks to everyone that organized, entertained fed or just helped. You are all great 
& are what the club is all about. 
Coming up, i don’t know. Eve & i have registered for the Agm, she’s camping but wants her own tent, 
so it looks like Dave will have to put up with me again. Hopefully we will get a trip to Vietnam in be-
fore then. Maybe another riding course or a couple of track days. 2007 is still too far away. 
I hope you have enjoyed the newsletters, i enjoy putting them together, i don’t like chasing people up 
for ride reports, etc but its part of the job. 
On behalf of Eve & I, we hope that everyone has a happy safe & enjoyable Christmas & New Year, 
hopefully we will catch up over the holidays for a drink or three, if not see you in the new year      
Jack 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR SOME THERES THERAPY FOR THE REST OF US THERES MOTORCYCLES 

Members in Business 
John Beddoe -Financial Advice  
49651547 
Nelson Bay Auto Spares  - 
49849948 
Maddy Cesti - Massage 
49849264---04090226628 
McComms Telco –                      
Phone installation & service 
49821666 (Phil or Judy McTaggart) 
Doreen Easthope —Seamstress 
49821876 
John Way Real Estate  - 
49822770 
Jack Johnstone  - security systems 
49824921 
Ken & Ronda Grant -                      
A1 moulded earplugs     49 843766 
Dennis Mahoney Leatherwork  
 49 810553 
Steven Clarke Motorcycles – 
49822721 
4 WD Tours ‘R’ Us  Daniel Velman 
&Craig Morris 49190088 
Auramist Lodge— 4982 6304 board-
ing kennels  for pets see Rob or Lisa 

 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.  
 
Laraine Howes – 49810190 
John Way 49822770 
John Evans – 49811627 
Maddy Cesti 49849264 
John Beddoe 0418651547 
Paul Mulvay 49819337 


