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August 2010
The State of the Nation

Hope this finds everyone well, sorry | was late with my last letter & Ned wouldn't
run a re-print. Last meeting we spoke about the river cruise, not having much
luck with the accommodation down the Hawkesbury as it a distance from the
jetty. | am waiting on a return from another service which we would be able to
stay at Woy-Woy & go from there. If anyone has any other suggestions let me
know. We had the pleasure of the Simpsons for our meeting with some heckles
from up the back so | have sorted Jim out. Good to see the roll ups for the social
nights. Haven't been able to attend many rides myself but there have been & are
some good one coming up. Happy birthday to those that have had one recently
or one coming up. Till next time.

P.s I will be thinking of you all while on holidays, see you when we get back.
Regards,

Garry Knight

Birthday wishes go to All those having a Birthday This Month

FORSTER FOR LUNCH i 1 August 10.

2 groups & a single rider made their way to Singleton to meet up with the group for our 8:45am start
time. Too many bikes to count with the car park full of cars & people but all new we where off....
First stop Dungog for Breaky. Ruff cow of a road, glad we are not coming back this way. 2 bikes
head off to Maitland & the rest off to Gloucester after some exercise for a BMW & Suzuki rider, push
starting a Honda. Another ruff cow of a road. Not coming back this way!

Here is where everything goes funny. Tail end Charlie was playing with his IPod & dropped the case
so he pulls up & goes back to get the case. 2" last bike slows till he sees a light in the distance.
Around a corner, hard on the brakes, corner marker, oh we are taking a short cut. When we get to
Gloucester & pull up for fuel, we find we are 2 bikes down. 15 or so mi n u tater@ sikes head back
to back track & find the 2 missing bikes. Our music loving tail end Charlie had come up on our
corner marker who had picked up a nail & got a flat rear tyre. They had made repairs to the tyre but
could only get 20 psi in the tyre so a slow trip till a garage was found. When they left the garage
they see 2 of our group heading back the other way & wave to let them know they are coming . You
guessed it, they kept going all the way to Dungog. Meanwhile the amateur tyre repairers had fuelled
& the group decided to head for Forester as the hour was getting late & the others will be back
soon. 1 bike stayed to wait for the searchers to return. Many phone calls & texts later it is found that
the searchers are in Dungog for lunch & group 2 had ended up in Bulahdelah forlunch, coul dnd
forster apparently. Lone rider at servo headed back over that cow of a road for lunch at Dungog
then on to Maitland, Lambs valley, Singleton then home. All made it home safe & a good day was
had by all.

Ned
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August 14 / 15 Kanga ___roo Valley Ride Report

A brisk morning, clear skies and 17 bikes set off
from Singleton Maccas for the Kangaroo Valley
weekend ride. Travelling the Putty Road to Colo
Heights for morning tea. Passing the St
Shenounda the Coptic Orthodox Archimandrite
Monastery. Did you know
of these monasteries in the world named after

St Shenounda i who was born in 348AD in
Egypt and died aged 118 years!

The cool weather warmed and the riding was
great. Cherryods over hegée
Penrith and waved the riders on. Not far down
the road a plan was hatched. Donna doubled up
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with Alanna generously gave her Moto Guzzi to
Max and Lyn to ride while Donna doubled up on a

Harl ey with Colin. Al a
in Jill &ds si deukHarleywithd
Tiger.

Did you know é Max has

kmbs on his Honda.

. Wallacia Hotel was the lunch and regroup stop.

# Before travelling through the southern highlands

descending the Barrengarry Mountains crossing

historic Hampden Bridge into overnight

accommodation.

Did you know é The Ham
\ surviving timber decked vehicular suspension

bridge constructed in the nineteenth century i

1895 to 1898.

The structure is a suspension bridge crossing a

gorge with sheer cliffs on one side and steep

banks on the other, with the Kangaroo River

running westward beneath it. With a clear main

span of 77m, a sag in the cables of 15m,

sandstone tower height of 16.8m and height

above water also of 16.8m, it is an impressive
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structure in the local landscape.

The main cables of the bridge consist on each side
of fourteen 36mm diameter wire ropes, each with a
specified tensile strength of 79.6 tonnes. They are
anchored vertically in pits at either end of the
bridge and have facility for length adjustment. From
here they run upwards, over turning shoes in a
sandstone pillbox, turn again at the sandstone
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towers on turning shoes which have rocker bearings, and cross the span with a low point
approximately one metre above deck level.

Linen sorted and refreshments taken everyone strolled to the Friendly Inn Hotel. 21 people and no
seats but they managed to feed everyone satisfactorily. Errol Gray was entertaining the crowd with
his musical talents.

Did you know ¢é Kangar oo Va lThenystbesutifdl gafley in Austealdh". by r
Di d vy ou Fromdisvhome base in Sawtell on the north coast of NSW, singer/songwriter and

teller of tall stories, Errol Gray travels Australia with his one man show THE BACKYARD

BALLADEER. With his acoustic guitar, stompbox, harmonica and a distinctly Aussie sense of

humour, Errol has his audience cracking up with songs and the occasional bush poem about

everyday situations drawn mainly from his own
experiences. With song titles like Working For
Centrelink, They Wonder Why You Drink and Just

Let It Rip.

Did you know é yes Keith

8am Sunday morning and short ride into Berry for
breakfast. Some OMG scenery for Alana and
passengers but more was to come.
Riding Highway 1 1 the widest, straightest, most
¥ well sign posted road all weekend and we
separated. But anyway we all rode Lawrence
' Hargrave Bridge.

Di d vy ou TRkerSea/lifféBridge construction
was completed in December 2005, replacing the
former cliff-hugging route which was prone to
rockfalls.

The road is named after Lawrence Hargrave, an
Australian aviation pioneer and explorer who had
a house at Stanwell Park and flew his devices

1 from Bald Hill.

: Through Sydney and some clouds appeared. Wet
weat her gear donned and onto the M7 we go. No it
but it was still hail.

Late lunch at Wyong twin servo and homeward bound. The intrepid riders headed home from here

in different groups but it is rumored that the Baker sisters were thrown to the road by their Harley

riders in Cessnock. All very low speed & no injuries sustained except for maybe some pulled

muscles from laughing so much. Another great weekend! All home safe! Regards Jim Sheedy


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawrence_Hargrave

On all future occasion when Keith tells
fDo You Knowo
Jim will follow with
fSeamus & Bessied
| cannot wait! Ned.

UPPER HUNTER ULYSSES BRANCH
RIDE CALENDAR to December 2010

NOTE: ALL OUR RIDES LEAVE FROM McDONALDS EITHER IN SINGLETON OR
MUSWELLBROOK, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED.

Unless other arrangements are made all accommodation bookings are your own responsibility.
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, turn up on ride days with a FULL tank of Petrol.

If you intend going on an overnight ride can you please let Donna know. She will keep a
record of who intends going so that a telephone call to her will also let you know who is
going on a particular ride. Donna can be contacted by telephone or email

Home 65 432 402 Work 65 422 025 Email donnad44a@bigpond.com

September 4 Social Night & Meeting, Albion Hotel Singleton. Meeting 6pm. All Welcome.

Day ride to Coolah for lunch at the Blackstump Pub via Scone, Murrurundi, Quirindi, Spring
September 5 Ridge, Premer. Return via Cassilis, Merriwa & Denman. Leave SM 8am. MM 8-45am.
Round trip from Singleton approx 500km.

September 12 | Memorial Ride TBC

2 day ride. Overnight at Gilgandra. Depart SM 8-00am, MM 8-45am via Scone, Murrurundi,
Gunnedah, Coonabarabran, Warrumbungle National Park, Tooraweenah and into Gilgandra
September for our overnight stop at the Orana Windmill Motel, 34-36 Warren Rd. Gilgandra, Tel 02
18/19 6847 2404. (Single $66, Double/Twin $76. When booking mention that you are from the Upper
Hunter Ulysses club) (Distance 460kms) .Back home on Sunday via Mendooran, Dunedoo,
Merriwa and Denman (approx distance to Singleton 313kms)

October 2 Social Night & Meeting, Albion Hotel Singleton. Meeting 6pm. All Welcome.

Day ride to Rylstone for lunch at the Globe Hotel. Our route is Muswellbrook, Scone, Merriwa,
October 3 Cassilis, (almost) Mudgee, Lue then Rylstone. Return route via Bylong, Denman then home.
Leave SM 7:30am. MM 8:15am.

7 Day ride to northern NSW and southern QLD. See separate ride itinerary for Dorrigo,
Warwick, Noosa Heads, Ballina, Armidale then home.

October 16 to 22







