NO. 131 WINTER 2016

RIDING ON

1

Shannons and Prancing Horse are offering motoring enthusiasts the chance to win a weekend of pure indulgence
in Sydney for two, from 22-25 October 2016. Fly to Sydney1 and experience the thrill of driving an Aston Martin
Vantage and a Jaguar F-Type2. Wine and dine at award winning restaurants and travel like a celebrity in a seaplane,
luxury speed boat and chauffeur driven Rolls-Royce convertible. Be pampered with spa treatments and stay in
5-star accommodation at the Park Hyatt. Plus, hit the shops with $5,000 spending money!

Get a Quote = 1 Entry* | Take out a Policy = 5 Entries!*
To enter go to shannons.com.au/sydney or call 13 46 46 and obtain an
eligible quote on your Car, Bike or Home Insurance* by 30 June 2016.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS | CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE | SHANNONS.COM.AU
Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the issuer of Shannons Car, Bike and Home/Contents insurance products. Read the relevant Product Disclosure Statement and consider whether
it is right for you before buying these insurance products. Contact us for a free copy. Competition conducted by Shannons Pty Limited, of Level 28, Brisbane Square, 266 George Street, Brisbane, QLD 4000. Competition commences at 12am on 2/5/2016 and
closes at 5pm on 30/6/2016 (Melbourne time). Applications for online quotes must be submitted by 27/6/16 to be eligible for entry into this competition, however, telephone applications will continue to be available until 5pm 30/6/2016. Entry only open
to eligible Australian residents aged 25 years or older. Eligible Entrants must be opted in to receive Shannons marketing communications. Total prize pool valued at approx. $17,011.50 (depending on major prize winner’s point of departure). Prizes drawn at
12pm on 21/7/2016 at Salmat Digital Pty Ltd, L2, 116 Miller St, Nth Sydney NSW 2060. The winners will be notified by phone and email by 22/7/2016 and published in The Australian newspaper on 27/7/2016 and on the competition website. 1Airfares only
included if the prize winner normally resides outside of NSW. 2The winner and their companion must be aged 25 years or older and have a valid and complete Australian driver’s licence that has been held for at least 3 years. The drive experience is subject to
any terms and conditions specified by Prancing Horse.*New Shannons Motor Insurance or Shannons Home & Contents insurance quotes/sales only (renewals and CTP quotes/sales ineligible). Limit 1 quote per vehicle or insured address. Permits: ACT TP
16/00601,
R I DNSW
I NLTPS/16/02462,
G O N SA T16/538. Full competition terms and conditions at shannons.com.au/sydney.
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BMW Motorrad
R 1200 RS

bmwmotorrad.com.au

The Ultimate
Riding Machine

Sporty or comfortable. Who says you have to choose? Experience a completely new ride
with the BMW R 1200 RS. It combines the comfort of a touring bike with the power and
control of a sports bike. The RS is the best of both worlds, without compromise and it’s
in BMW Motorrad showrooms now. Book a test ride at bmwmotorrad.com.au
bmwmotorradaus
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Please ensure all photos and images submitted to the Riding On are of high
resolution. All images must be 2MB or over. We cannot print low resolution
images.
"Ulysses Club Incorporated accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of any information
contained in Riding On and readers should satisfy themselves independently if acquiring
any items advertised or described in Riding On. Except as permitted under the Copyright
Act 1968 (Cth.) no part of Riding On can be reproduced without the written permission of
the Ulysses Club Incorporated. The views and opinion expressed by the contributors to
the Riding On are not necessarily those of the National Committee of the Ulysses Club, and
may not reflect its policy or position.
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llow me to introduce myself. Gary K. Warner,
#65262. A member of Ulysses Club for barely 12
months, a journalist since 1979 who has worked
in all forms of media (print, radio, TV, internet).

My love of motorbikes began when (aged about 12), I was
sent to muster sheep on a friend’s farm on a battered, oildripping BSA Bantam. I could ride horses, this wasn’t going
to be a problem. Steady – whoa there - oops – crunch Ouch! A dab of mercurochrome and back on.
I passed my licence test in 1971 on a Honda 750, and a
long succession of bikes later was a journalist writing for
Australian Motorcycle News and regional newspapers. That
ended in 1987 when, after a serious prang and eight days in
a coma, beloved wife and daughter said “Bikes or us – you
choose.” My bike was sold and I kept the promise, but after
a few years I crept back to reviewing new bikes. I promised
I would not own a bike, and I didn’t. I just kept borrowing
them!
Basia, my beautiful wife of 41 years, succumbed to cancer
last year after a painful nine-month battle.
Cast adrift, it seemed logical for me to buy a bike and join
Ulysses Club Geraldton branch, I had been covering their
disgraceful antics in The Geraldton Guardian for several
years until hit with redundancy. Joining Ulysses was the
best thing I could have done, and now I find myself as
editor of Riding On. And what will that mean? Well…
An apology to start
Our last edition had a New
Member Profile on Helmut
Reixinger, #66062. All was
done as it should be, until
it came to the headline, the
biggest words on the page, with
the name - Helmet Reixinger.
That page had been seen by
several pairs of eyes before
printing, yet it slipped by. The
fact everyone here knows the
word `helmet’ so well probably
didn’t help.
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Luckily for us, Helmut could see the funny side and even
sent us a `selfie’, to show there were no hard feelings.
As for everyone here at Riding On, we are all going to give
ourselves a jolly good thrashing!
While we’re at it, a couple more whacks for the strange
curling cover of our last edition. It has never happened
before, and is not expected to happen again.
Spelling Check (this might upset some)
I do not describe myself as a Ulyssian.
Why not? Because the only words I can think of that end
with `ssian’ are Russian and hessian. Think about how
we say those two words and you will see that we are all
Ulysseans.
How big? As big as you can get
Send us BIG photos!
Whether you use a camera or a phone, you should be able
to set its quality level or image size. We love receiving your
photos, and the bigger it is, the better it will look in Riding
On. Despite using Photoshop since 2002, I still can’t turn a
pig’s ear into a silk purse (love that phrase), so please make
our lives a little easier – please?
The Last Word
There will be no political comment in this editorial page.
Observations here will be restricted to issues concerning
Ulysseans in particular and motorcycling in general.
While I hold my own views on many issues, they have no
place here.
Apart from my odd but firmly held views on spelling, of
course.
Okay, ride on.

Gary K. Warner
#65262

e | president@ulysses.org.au
m | 0407 602 496

Hello fellow members.
The 2016 AGM Event
in Launceston saw 2129
members in attendance.
Thank you Launceston for
your warm welcome.
The AGM Event week was
well executed; the Host
Committee, Host Branch,
volunteers and our Staff
did a sterling job. Albert
Hall was the perfect venue
for the check in process as
well as our official meetings. The Site and Event
Managers, Turkay Akgoz
and Sarah Bertels did a marvellous job of looking after us
and our thanks go to them.
Congratulations to the 2016 AGM Event team, Tamar
Tourers host branch and the numerous volunteers (510) for
giving up their time to host the event for our members’ enjoyment. Volunteering at our Events can be a huge commitment for some of our members who do it from year to year
(AGM to AGM). It was therefore very disappointing to hear
that some of our volunteers were verbally abused by AGM
attendees whilst carrying out their voluntary roles. This is
totally unacceptable.
Volunteers are an integral component to our Event and do
not deserve to be subjected to this type of behaviour from
members who all benefit from their readily given servitude
to the Club. A message of thanks is far preferable to abuse.
We ask that members who find it necessary to lodge a complaint about any aspect of the AGM Event, please utilise the
correct channel. (email the national committee or national
AGM Event coordinator).
It is at gatherings of members that we notice our vulnerability is more evident as we become older, so it is no longer
unusual to see an increase in members getting around with
walking aids, moon boots, plasters or slings.
Sadly too, we hear of fatalities and our thoughts and condolences go to the members’ families and friends during this
very sad time. We thank our branches for taking care of our
members who found themselves recuperating in hospital(s), away from family and friends. Empathy and support
cannot be overlooked and our gratitude cannot be expressed
enough, it is vital to the members’ recovery process and a
great comfort to their families too.

national presidents report
Another disappointing moment was during a discussion
relating to the method of getting to the AGM. It was said
that the only mode of transport should be by two wheels. I
sincerely hope that this statement was said in jest, because
this type of attitude can be destructive. We need to look
at the broader picture and accept, without judgement, our
members’ chosen modes of transport. We continually strive
to work on ways of retaining our members’ interest and passion for the Ulysses Club, whilst also addressing the myriad
problems that affect our membership.
Members of the national committee have been allocated
roles which they have graciously accepted and amazing
work continues to be enthusiastically produced. Newly
elected committee members were welcomed at the first
committee meeting held in Canberra (30thApril).
Vice President Jen Woods is the website manager, electronic
communications, chair of the UC Road Safety Committee
and liaison to the website RO editor. Secretary Mark Seja is
responsible for responding to members’ and branch communications, collating all correspondence, attending to meeting
arrangements, offering HR guidance, training provider and
liaison to national administration staff. Treasurer John
Osborne is responsible for club finances including budgets,
assisting branches with finance matters, guiding and assisting AGM Event host committees with budget preparation,
liaison to the administration staff on financial matters, liaison to the RO editor and motorcycle related Expos – NSW.
Committee member Henry Rokx is the advertising officer
responsible for following up on and securing advertising
for the RO and website, purchasing officer and facilitator
for the Cub Plate Scheme. Committee member Peter Baulch
is the motorcycle manufacturers liaison, facilitator for test
ride reports for the RO, sponsorship coordinator, MAOTY
liaison and motorcycle related expos – Victoria. Committee
member Allan Pratt is the minute secretary responsible for
updating motions and resolutions, international liaison and
the Facilitator of Motorcycle related expos - Qld
Ex-Officio to the National Committee are Kim Kennerson,
UCARF; Gary Warner, RO editor; John Bryant, website RO
editor; Bryan Fricker, proof reader; Rob White, NAGMEC;
John Gawthorne. OH&S; Jan Wills, HR and Graham Moore,
MAOTY.

Helena Gritton
#14027

This year a significant 278 AGM First Timer members were
acknowledged and presented with certificates, and members
who have been fortunate enough to attend the three AGMs
held in Tasmania over 30 years, were also acknowledged
and presented with commemorative tokens.
The introduction of the Spirit of Ulysses Award at the
Extended NatCom meeting was generally well received, although I was a little disappointed to hear negativity voiced
in response to the reason why a branch received this award,
especially as addressing membership and acknowledging
empathy are integral components of the award.
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LIKE most members
who crossed Bass
Strait (and enjoyed
their journey on the
upgraded Spirit of
Tasmania), I took some
extra time after the
AGM Event to ride
to various places in
Tasmania to enjoy the
great roads and diverse
country that the State
has to offer us. I know
many of you did the
same because I saw
you on the road, in
the coffee shops and
various other places.
Thanks to the members who worked so hard to host the
AGM Event for us – your efforts are very much appreciated. While at the AGM Event week and at the Road Safety
Forum, it was especially good to have some very common
sense tips for riding in Tasmania from Malcolm Campbell,
multi- time Australian Superbike Champion who also
talked about his favourite roads to ride.
Once the minutes of the Road Safety Forum are complete,
they will be loaded onto the website in our document
repository. All copies of minutes of meetings of the club are
loaded onto the website for access by members, and older
archived minutes are kept in the National Administration
Office.

vice president report
and shorter days all impact on our ride. Consideration of
appropriate clothing is critical to comfort as well as safety
so please keep in mind the various conditions you may
experience when purchasing new riding gear.
In response to a request for a feedback survey to the AGM
Event, we have been developing the questions and will
shortly send the survey out to those members who attended
the event in Launceston. We appreciate the feedback, which
is always taken seriously by the National Committee.
The first meeting of the National Committee held recently
was busy as usual, but the new committee is focussed on
the year ahead. We look forward to working with the three
current AGM Event committees along with Rob White, who
is the National AGM Event coordinator. Rob’s organisational skills are invaluable in planning and implementing
the framework for an AGM Event committee to deliver an
enjoyable event.
I am always on the lookout for content for the National
website as well as the Facebook page and videos for our
YouTube channel. If your branch is having an event or has
had a ride to an unusual location, or even had a particularly
enjoyable ride or social occasion with other members, I’d
love to hear about it – a paragraph or two, some photos, or a
flyer for a future event to share; please send them to me so I
can share them with others.
Travel safe, enjoy the roads and remember to “Grow Old
Disgracefully”.

Jen Woods

#21395

While the weather in Tasmania was warm, winter brings
its own set of riding challenges, especially in the southern
areas of our nation. Icy slippery roads, foggy mornings

Ride roads less travelled

12
years

highlightS
www.adriaticmototours.com

Beautiful Balkans Adventure
slovenia, Croatia, bosnia, montenegro
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Sarajevo, Mostar,
Adriatic coastal road,
Hvar Island, 5 UNESCO
World Heritage Sights:
Plitvice National Park,
Durmitor National Park,
Kotor, Dubrovnik, Split.

August 24 - september 7

READY FOR
ADVENTURE.
ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR BMW F 800 GS
FROM MOTORRAD GARAGE

ALU RACK QUICK-LOCK
(FROM $182)
WITH TRAX ADVENTURE
TOP CASE
($621)
TANK BAG GS
($328)
WITH QUICK-LOCK
EVO TANK RING
($100)
SIDE CARRIERS
QUICK-LOCK
(FROM $438)
WITH TRAX ADVENTURE
SIDE CASES ($639)

BRAKE RESERVOIR GUARD
($55)

MIRROR WIDENERS
($91)
GPS MOUNT
QUICK-LOCK
($109)
HANDLE BAR RISERS
($73)
KOBRA HAND GUARDS
($237)
HEADLIGHT GUARD
($146)

AUXILARY LIGHT MOUNT
($64)

CRASH BARS
($365)

CHAIN GUARD
($91)
SWING ARM SLIDERS
($164)
FOOT PEGS
ON/OFF ROAD
($182)

ENGINE GUARD
/ BASH PLATE
($383)
FRONT AXLE SLIDERS
($109)

BRAKE CYLINDER GUARD
($51)

MOTORRAD GARAGE ARE THE EXCLUSIVE
AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTOR OF SW-MOTECH

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL US ON 08 9350 9052 OR VISIT
RIDING ON
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JUST prior to
writing this
report, I spent
two days at
the national
administration
office, learning
how the office
functions and
what happens
when members
call or write
for advice. It
was great to see
the staff there
working very
hard to ensure
that members’
enquiries are
answered
promptly and politely. It was interesting to see and
hear the collective depth of knowledge that the national
administration office team displayed. From a human
resource management perspective, this was very impressive
indeed!
National office manager Amy and team member Alison
recently attended a morning training session in iMIS – the
database program with which the Ulysses Club manages
its members’ information. Both were very excited with
their new level of knowledge and immediately set about
applying it to the Ulysses Club context.
If your branch has a member or members who are
more than just active members – going over and above
what is required and always first to put their hand up
when volunteers are called for, or coming up with, and
implementing new Branch initiatives, all the while doing
these things for the Branch rather than themselves – why
not nominate them for a Telemachus Medal? This award
is presented to individuals within a Branch in order to
recognise their wonderful work and to say that their
endeavours have not gone unnoticed.
The eligibility requirements for the Telemachus Medal
can be obtained by writing to me at secretary@ulysses.
org.au I will send the criteria to you and then await your
nomination(s).
On the subject of medals and awards – four Dearnley
Medals were presented at the 2016 AGM – Ron Gaudron
#27289, Chris Glover #25012 David Cox #26626 and Dot
Lechner #18886 were the surprised but very humble
recipients of the award for outstanding service to the
Ulysses Club. In a similar vein, three inaugural ‘Spirit
of Ulysses’ Awards were presented to the Brisbane, Coffs
Coast and Geelong branches. The ‘Spirit of Ulysses’ award
is presented to the branch whose affiliates demonstrate a
random act of kindness to another – a reflection of the way
that Ol’ #1 envisaged the club membership to be.
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secretary report
Other 2016 Launceston AGM Event prize winners were:
Best Sports Bike - Maryanne Hart from Tasmania
Best Touring Bike - Eric Madjeric from Qld
Best Trike/Side Car Outfit - Deb Madjeric from Qld
Best Cruiser - Paul Gooch from NSW
Best Naked Bike - Chris Glover from WA
Oldest rider - Ivan Collins
Longest distance by motorcycle - Dave Woodyard from
Kununurra, WA
Longest Distance Rider (Up to 250cc) - Stan Berry from
Dubbo, NSW
Longest distance pillion - Beve Thorp from Geraldton, WA
Oldest rider and motorcycle combined - Graham Felton
The national committee has recently held its first postAGM meeting and I would like to take this opportunity
to welcome Allan Pratt to the team. Allan has hit the
ground running and is already across his portfolio as the
international liaison officer. I’m sure he will continue the
fine work of his predecessors.
By now, all branches should have held their annual general
meetings. Once they have been held, it is the responsibility
of the branch secretary to complete and submit the branch
contact form - available on the website www.ulysses.org.au
– to the national administration office for recording. This
ensures that our records are kept up to date, and that the
appropriate people are able to be sent correspondence and
branch enquiries from time to time. If you haven’t already
done so, it is now a good opportunity to complete the form
and send it to the National Administration Office.

Mark Seja
#39695

treasurer report

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0429 002 411
This is my first report
for Riding On since
being elected Treasurer
at the Launceston
AGM. I am settling into
the role satisfactorily,
yet there are still many
details of the activities
undertaken by the
Treasurer which I must
master. The handover
from Mike Abberfield
was as comprehensive
as possible in the
available time and I
should thank him for
his diligence and commitment to the role.
Since becoming a member of the National Committee I
have been concerned about the number of members who
renew their membership when it falls due and the effect
that dropouts have on the future financial viability of our
Club if we are to continue providing the current services. I
have now reconciled membership renewals and numbers
for the past few years and I was surprised to discover
that the renewal rate has fallen to less than 55%. This
poses particular challenges for the Treasurer, leading as
it inevitably must, to seriously declining revenue and
the need for additional diligence in controlling expenses.
Recasting the budget for 2016 to reflect the reality of
member numbers, I believe we should breakeven for this
year, providing the final outcome of the 2016 AGM is a
moderate surplus. This picture will be clearer by end June
when all AGM transactions are finalised.

With the further cut in official interest rates our income
from our reserves invested in term deposits will decrease
even further; rates on offer are hovering around 2% per
annum (compared to 5-6% a few years ago). Coincident
with the recent interest rate reduction, we had term
deposits which matured. I have consolidated those deposits
and re-invested for a longer term to achieve a return of
2.65% p.a. Small increments but every little bit helps.
I have been involved in negotiations with the owner’s
representative to extend our lease on the national
administrative office at Smeaton Grange. We have now
finalised the extension of the lease for a further five (5)
years from mid July 2016, with only a marginal increase
in rent to reflect market rate changes. The Smeaton Grange
premises will continue to be our `administrative home’
until at least July 2021.
As a carryover from my previous NatCom role, I have
sought and received the agreement of the Wollondilly
Wanderers Branch to manage the Ulysses Club display at
a huge outdoor recreation expo, which is being held in
Mittagong NSW in November. I am sure they will make
every effort to get the Ulysses message out to the huge
number of visitors expected by the expo organisers.

John Osborne
#41785
National Treasurer

Over the Alps to Prague

Czech
Hungary Tour
Czech Republic, Hungary, slovakia, Austria, slovenia, Poland

12
years

July 30 - August 13

highlightS

Budapest, Prague,
Salzburg, Krakow,
Riding in Austrian Alps

www.adriaticmototours.com
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e | advertising@ulysses.org.au
advertising liaison report
Purchasing
Officer Report
m | 0418 329 617
As highlighted in the
purchasing officer’s
report, the approach from
a potential supplier for
licensing will be coupled
with advertising, both
in Riding On and on the
website. This will be a
bonus for the Ulysses Club
if it all goes ahead. Letters
continue to be sent to
prospective advertisers but
print advertising is losing
popularity. We will need
to develop new strategies to

e | purchasing@ulysses.org.au
m | 0418 329 617

The purchasing portfolio continues to be busy. Much of the
credit for the work on keeping our stock up to date must
go to Amy Fitzpatrick at the national office and the rest of
our hard working staff. There are some problems replacing
existing stock as it runs out, due to the fact that that some
items are no longer available. Other available items, which
were purchased quite some time ago, also need replacing
but the factory prices have risen. So it becomes a juggling
act to find replacements of similar (or better) quality and
trying to maintain prices. Unfortunately this means that
some of our regular items will have to go up in price, some
considerably. That’s what they call progress.
I have had a number of calls from members with
suggestions for things that we should be looking at selling.
Some are items we have carried before and some are
new. Many of these ideas are possibly workable but some
investigation will be required. We will have to follow up on
some discontinued items and we will have to find previous
suppliers.
We have had an approach from a previous supplier/
manufacturer of leather jackets and other goods, proposing
to sell leather riding apparel under licence. The supplier
has a new factory and a reliable supply of leather and is
keen to do business again. Samples have been inspected
and the quality is quite acceptable. First we will need to
have a new licensing agreement signed, then advertising
will need to be in place.
Merchandise for the 2017 AGM Event in Port Macquarie/
Wauchope is basically approved in principle and awaiting
final samples. Once AGM registrations begin, we will have
to settle on order numbers.
The new ladies butterfly tee shirts and polos were a hit
when released at the Launceston AGM and have been
selling well. Sizing has been a problem, but if orders are
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increase our advertising as this is a major source of funds
for Riding On. If any members know of anyone with a
business that might benefit from advertising in Riding On,
please let us know or ask them to give us a call.
As this is officially only my first month looking after
advertising, I don’t have a great deal to report, but
hopefully there will be substantially more next time
around.

Henry Rokx
#28636 DM#45
International Liaison

purchasing officer report

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848

based on “cm” measurements rather than a size, it works a
lot better. Now we need to think about a special “boys” tee
shirt.

Henry Rokx
#28636 DM#45
Purchasing Officer

Committee Report
WINTER 2016

The Club Permit Scheme is quietly moving along. The
numbers of registrations at the moment are as follows.
Victoria – 246, New South Wales – near 190, Queensland eight.
Kevin White #10667 in Victoria has had a number of
new members come into the program and a few that
have dropped out as their memberships have lapsed, but
basically the numbers are steady.
There is an ongoing (but not substantial) problem with
members not reading their paperwork properly and in some
cases this causes a delay with processing applications for
registration or renewals. Prospective red plate holders must
ensure that they do not get their road worthy certificate
until they have their CPS paperwork to avoid having the
RWC expire before the application for registration can be
lodged. For renewals, ensure that you contact Kevin White
and send him the renewal notice for his signature. Always
ensure that your Ulysses Club membership is up to date.

Club Permit Scheme

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
| mcliaison@ulysses.org.au
m |e 0423
379 848
m | 0428 246 175

Phil Whitton #3437 in NSW reports that numbers are
gradually increasing with a large interest in the log book
trial that has commenced in NSW. Phil now has some
regional coordinators throughout NSW helping with
the inspections and approvals, which is a boon to the
paperwork. NSW is getting close to 190 registrations, with a
few drop outs due to sales and new members signing up to
level things out.
Ross Atkinson #57470 in Queensland advised that due
to personal commitments, he has not had a lot of time to
follow up on new registrations. There have been some
enquiries, but no one has requested an inspection as yet.
If any members have any questions relating to a club permit,
please email or call me, or use the “contact us” facility on
the web site.

Henry Rokx
#28636 DM #45
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Committee
Report
m | 0428 246 175
With our Club year in
full swing, it’s a good
time to reflect on our
Ulysses Club AGM
Event in Launceston.
What a great event it
turned out to be, I’m
sure all who attended
are appreciative of
the efforts of the AGM
committee and the
Tamar Tourers as hosts.
Excellent weather
and great roads made
for a very enjoyable
time in Tasmania.
Unfortunately, with
so many members
involved, it was almost inevitable that there would be
accidents. I know we all extend our best wishes to those
accident victims for a speedy recovery.
The Launceston AGM Event and Motorcycle Expo was
very well supported by the mainstream manufacturers and
traders. We had 10 manufacturers providing us with test
rides on over 60 different models. Facilities in Launceston
were the best we have had for years, with a solid building
housing all manufacturers, and plenty of concrete and
asphalt surrounding. Manufacturer feedback was most
appreciative of these facilities. Ulysses Club was again
instrumental in participating in a simultaneous worldwide
launch of the Indian Springfield (from the Polaris marque),
adding to our role in previous launches featuring Victory
and Indian models. Polaris management is keen to maintain
a strong and mutually rewarding relationship with Ulysses
Club.
MAOTY 2016 invitations / applications are ready to be sent
to all TAFE Colleges throughout Australia, to ensure that all
eligible and suitable motorcycle apprentice candidates have
an opportunity to win the prestigious MAOTY award. We
are keen to ensure that we attract as many quality applicants
as possible. Our 2015 winner – Andrew Kisbalazs – was a
very worthy recipient who thoroughly enjoyed his time in
Launceston and has now been presented with his Honda
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committee report
CBR 500 R. Our national adjudicator – Graham Moore – has
assumed a greater role in MAOTY as an ex-officio.
The motorcycle industry is currently experiencing “hard
times”, with the consequent affect creating difficulty in
securing sponsorships. Our current sponsors are: Honda,
QBE, Supercheap Auto, Shannon’s and Maurice Blackburn.
Sponsorship of our Ulysses Club information pack tote bags
and our AGM Kits is from Maurice Blackburn Lawyers,
who are keen to forge closer sponsor and partnership
arrangements with Ulysses Club.
Negotiations continue, to secure additional sponsorship for
our Club and to benefit members.
The major prize sponsor for “Early Bird” registrations
for our AGM Event in Launceston 2016 was a fully paid
motorcycle tour of Malaysia - including the Malaysian Moto
GP in October 2016 – provided by Malaysian Motorcycle
Getaways. The lucky winner – John Paulger #59201
from Toowoomba -unfortunately had an accident on his
return ride from Launceston. We wish him well in his
recuperation, the reserve winner – Stephen Draper # 36741
from Macedon Ranges – is now the recipient of this valuable
prize.
The annual Troy Bayliss Events Motorcycle Expo will be
held in Melbourne this year – Nov 25-27. Ulysses Club
has again secured a complimentary exhibition shell for
us to promote the Ulysses Club and the many benefits
of membership. We will also be involved in promoting
the traditional Melbourne Toy Run in December, always
strongly supported by Ulysses Club members.
This Winter edition of Riding On features a comprehensive
report from Bruce Hunt # 64770 from Yarra Ranges Branch
– one of our selected test rider /reporters. His report is on
the new Suzuki 650 V-Strom XT. We also have an intriguing
story on a very rare model of the Bridgestone motorcycle.
With many exciting new models entering the Australian
Market, we will have plenty to choose from for future
editions of Riding On.

Peter Baulch.
#27672
National Committee
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Lenzerheide region in the eastern part of Switzerland. An
invitation has been extended to all Ulysseans to join them.
More information is available to those interested and able
to attend. Finland have recently requested information
regarding forming an International Ulysses Club and I look
forward to hearing their plans.
South Africa and Zimbabwe are also making plans for an
international gathering at Victoria Falls in 2017 and have
put an International invitation out to all Ulysses Club
members. Interest has been shown from Namibia and
Botswana as well as some of the European clubs.
New Zealand, being our closest neighbours are very friendly,
I have accepted an open invitation to join their 2017 AGM
in Masterton, planned for Easter 2017. Please know that you
would also be welcome.
Hello fellow Ulysseans,
SINCE becoming a member of the National Committee in
March, and after recently attending my first Ulysses Club
National Committee meeting, I have just begun to fathom
the amount of work that goes on behind the scenes to ensure
that Ulysseans are given the best possible choices regarding
all decisions made. Nothing is as simple as it seems and
my hat goes off to all past and current National Committee
members for their commitment to the Ulysses Club Inc.
Being the international liaison officer for this great club is
proving to be a very rewarding role and just one small part
of the whole picture.
I have been very fortunate to have made email contact with
all 16 current international Ulysses clubs and I am in regular
email contact with most of them. Even receiving emails at
3am with details of Germanys next ride!
The European contingent including France, Switzerland,
and Germany and encompassing Great Britain are all
planning the Seventh International Ulysses Club Gathering
during 9 - 12 September 2016 at Parpan, Switzerland.
Parpan is situated at an altitude of 1500m in the

Something that has become apparent when talking to the
International Ulysses Clubs is that Australian Ulyssians are
so lucky regarding weather conditions! The photos I receive
often show riders in the snow. That is real commitment!
Contact me if you need more information about any of the
above planned events, I am happy to help.
Queensland expos and shows
There are several Qld display shows coming up involving
local branches and clubs in the next few months,
culminating in the Superbikes at Warwick in August.
If there are other Queensland branches planning events
requiring banners and information, please let me know what
you require and I will assist where I can.
Always look on the bright side of life

Allan Pratt
#9186 DM #22

0 0 2 1 + years

(formerly Ferris Wheels Safaris)

Shining shangri-la

Life is a

21 days: Nepal,
India, Bhutan

daring adventure or nothing at all
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UCARF REPORT

Monash University has invited the Ulysses Club to attend
their open day on Monday 18th May and have offered a
personal tour of the laboratory relevant to RA research
which will be escorted by Sarah and her partner Dr. James
(Jim) Harris. The event includes lectures, a meet with
researchers and relevant laboratory tours. At this time there
has been an RSVP acceptance for National President Helena
Gritton and committee member Henry Rokx to attend
representing the Ulysses Club.

A

HIGHLIGHT of the AGM Event in Launceston was
the culmination of the insightful and industrious
Whittlesea Branch’s `Project Goldfinger’. The
raffle draw, with first prize of a MZ Skorpion
Traveler motorcycle previously owned by Stephen Dearnley,
took place at the Saturday evening dinner. The official
winners of the raffle are as follows1st Prize MZ Skorpion m/c - ticket no. 2462 Noel Carney.
2nd Prize $2,000.00 - ticket no. 2994 Dave Furlonger
3rd Prize $1,000.00 - ticket no. 2530 Terry Sherrell
Whittlesea Branch’s initiative in creating Project Goldfinger,
to raise funds for UCARF to benefit scientific research into
rheumatoid arthritis, cannot be praised highly enough.
Discovering a unique motorcycle with identified proof of
being the preloved Stephen Dearnley machine, the branch
set themselves the task of seeking approval, restoration and
registration, raffle administration, transportation and many
other activities to bring the project to conclusion at the 2016
AGM.
Congratulations to the Whittlesea Branch, congratulations
to the winners, thank you QBE for providing the second
and third prizes and thank you branches and members for
supporting the raffle.
Two surprising unexpected additions to the UCARF funds
occurred at the AGM. Peter McGuire representing the
Butterfly Forum members at the AGM presented a cheque
for $300.00. The donation was proceeds from the Butterfly
Forum Dinner that takes place each year at each AGM event.
Another presentation was a $500.00 cheque from the host
branch Mid North Coast for the AGM 2017. What a great
bump up for UCARF at the AGM.
At the time of writing this report, as UCARF Coordinator I
have been actively seeking communications with Monash
University and the Sutton Laboratory of the Institute of
Bone and Joint Research to discuss current and future
rheumatoid arthritis (RA) research funding.
The UCARF (2015 -2016) committed sponsorship of RA
researcher Dr. Sarah Jones of Monash University continues
but with an expiry at the end of this year. Discussion with
Prof. Eric Morand (Professor of Medicine and Rheumatic
Diseases) Monash University has agreed in principle to
explore continuing financial sponsorship for 2017 and
beyond. This could be a possible two year extension of our
current sponsorship of Dr. Sarah Jones or perhaps a new
sponsorship of a young undergraduate research student.
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Professor Chris Jackson (Professor of Regenerative Science
and Medicine) of Sutton Laboratory, Institute of Bone
and Joint Research (IBJR) and Rebecca Palser, Associate
Director, Development, have been messaged seeking talks
on RA financial sponsorship. There is no current financial
sponsorship with IBJR at this time and the club is eager to
explore the opportunities. Further developments will be
reported in the spring edition of Riding On.
It was mentioned in the autumn edition of RO that UCARF
had received a $1,000 donation from an unidentified
source and that we were eager to recognise the generosity.
A phone call to the UCARF Coordinator from a diligent
Sale and Districts Branch committee member has unraveled
the mystery. It would seem the direct debit donation was
accompanied by branch identification but the bank failed
to pass that information on. The branch is based in the
Gippsland region of Victoria and despite its relatively small
size managed to raise the $1,000 donation by tin rattling
inspired by member Noel Dawson. Thanks very much Sale
committee and members.
The following branch donations have been received since
those published in the last edition of Riding On and are in
no particular order – Redlands Branch $500, Sydney MidWeek Riders $224, Redcliffe Branch $1,000, Cowra Branch
$200, Lake Macquarie Branch $500, Wellington members
of the Dubbo and Districts Branch $4,000, Northern Rivers
Branch $300, Torrens Valley Branch $742.40, Gladstone
Branch $400, Westgate Wanderers Branch $200, Shearwaters
Branch $1,000, Sydney Mid-Week Riders $310, Yarra
Ranges Branch - two deposits of $1,000 each, miscellaneous
members donation AGM 2016 $222.35, Whittlesea Branch
$8,000, Upper Hunter Branch $500, BMW – AGM test rides
$585, Jack Leigh on behalf of Mark $50, Northern Beaches
Branch $1,000.
The Redcliffe Branch donation was due to help provided
at the local Vintage Rally. Lake Macquarie Branch made
a donation from their Christmas function surplus and
the Northern Beaches Branch contribution was due to a
Bunnings sausage sizzle.
Thank you participating branches and members for your
continuing support for this most worthy of causes that this
club is proud to strongly support, rheumatoid arthritis
research.

Kim Kennerson
UCARF Coordinator
#6929 LM 14
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Letters to the editor

Dear Editor,
Congrats and a big thank-you to all who volunteer for the
unpaid jobs on committees, as I have been there - done
that most of my life.
Mostly in the Old Car hobby and still involved as well.
Love life, still race a classic Pommy sports car, but ride
very little now due to buggered joints and muscular
degeneration.
However, with a little respect to the faceless/nameless
outgoing Editor of the past year, (and we all thank him/
her for the job well-done to this point,) this club does not
need his/her dramatic political comment as printed in
the Summer edition of Riding On. (issue 130)  
It was very out- of-line in a social club such as this.
Period! I did present a similar comment some months
ago to him/her with no reply.
Any “editor” who introduces a personal, complex,
political opinion into a social club such as this is out- ofline. The job of editor is to vet bad language/ obvious
incorrect facts/ personal identities/ (unless it is offered)/
and present that letter to all members for discussion
thereafter -- good or not so good as it may be.

I do hope this new committee has a DAMNED CLOSE
LOOK at our basic objectives and stops escalating the
commercialisation and expensive glossy mags to justify
our existence. I just wonder how our international clubs
will have read that offensive political crap!
Old Fart - Llew Robb
#2042 Canberra   
As the new editor of Riding On, I am forced to agree
with Llew.
My predecessor was understandably saddened by the
sorry state of the world, but the editorial in question
strayed from the purpose of the Ulysses Club.
A working journalist and member of the Australian
Journalists Association for three decades, I can assure
Llew and all other Ulysseans that if I ever jump on a
soapbox, it will only be in protest or pursuit of an issue
that directly affects us as motorcyclists.
Gary Warner - Editor
#65262

This letter is one such.

AGM Event gets a Thumbs-Up
My congratulations to the organising committee of the
2016 AGM in Launceston.
I think they did a great job with the sprawling area and
restrictions that they were given.
There will, as ever, be a few armchair critics who
will detract from the event but honestly, if they are
not willing to nominate to assist in some way, even
as a volunteer, then it cannot be seen as constructive
criticism. It will always be possible to improve any
AGM.
Marshalling the Grand Parade
As a multiple year volunteer marshall at the Grand
Parade assembly area, including this year, there are a few
things that I would like the ride participants to keep in
mind during the line-up for future AGM events.
The marshals are volunteers and do an excellent job
under sometimes difﬁcult circumstances. If you don’t
believe this, try organising in excess of 1000 bikes in a
short period of time. This year’s estimate was around
1200 bikes.
Marshals are not there to organise your branch. If you
would like to ride as a branch, please arrange for your
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members to meet, with some means of identiﬁcation,
before riding to the GP start point. The identiﬁcation can
be as simple as a small ﬂag like Central Deserts Branch
from Alice Springs or a complete outﬁt like Wollondilly
Wanderers (the “Where’s Wally?” Branch).
Follow the directions of the marshals - their aim is to
quickly and efﬁciently have all riders lined up ready for
the start.
When leaving the assembly area, follow the directions of
the marshals to ensure a safe exit for all riders, and most
important of all - take your time.
During the actual ride, should you become separated
from your ride buddies it doesn’t matter. Don’t forget, the
public doesn’t know who you are, they are only there to
see the bikes and these mad Ulysseans who have been
tearing up their town for the past week or so.
Finally, I would like to thank the 99% of ride
participants who did follow the directions of the
marshals.
From the ﬁrst bike out to the last took just 25 minutes, a
truly great job.
Let’s make next year even better.
Keith Gilbert Member #15530

Letters to the editor
Toughen up Princess
Ulysseans are a funny lot.
They will ride 4000kms across the country, through 40
degree heat and torrential rain, but ask them to walk
from the campsite to breakfast, and look out!
This years’ event sprawled out over a large area, and the
local team did their best to accommodate members, with
a day parking area next to the traders, and three buses
running from the campsite to the food and traders areas.
Those buses were driven by member volunteers, who
had to put up with a litany of complaints that ranged
from not being dropped at their tent door, to there being
dried (almost dust) cow pats in the paddock. It seems
like these people have become Divas and Princesses, and
I wonder if it is time to say “toughen up Princess”?
The rest of us had a great time, which was evident by
the lack of people in the campground and traders area
during the day, and even into the evening. Members
were making the most of the glorious weather, excellent
riding roads and great selection of cafes and restaurants
that the Launceston area is famous for. The organised
rides saw an unprecedented number of riders, and the
self-guided rides were just as popular.

The only downside to this was that the traders were a
little quiet at times, although one trader told me it was
his third best year, in ten years of trading. The Ulysses
gear shop also did well, selling out of many items, and
there was not a lot of stock to transport back to the
Administration Office.
The Saturday dinner was the best I have had, perfectly
cooked and good sized servings. I think the two
Marquees also worked very well, with those in the
“quiet” tent still able to watch proceedings thanks to a
big screen showing live video of the band and speeches,
but still allowing conversation between friends.
Finally I would like to thank the Launceston team for a
great event. It was wonderful to see them still smiling at
the end of the event (or maybe because it was the end of
the event). For me I will remember it as an event where
members really made the most of the great riding roads,
and where the locals all made us welcome.
Chris Glover
#25012 DM#53

Dear Ed;
Volunteers who don’t
My husband and I attended the AGM in Launceston and
were talking to members in regards to volunteering.
It seemed they were short at times and doing long days,
to fill in for people who put their name down, come
into the campsite early (and pick a good camping spot)
but for some reason can’t turn up for the work when
supposed to.
I believe there should be a new system in place for
people who don’t rock up for work. Maybe they are not
allowed to camp in the grounds early if they didn’t help
out the year before and after volunteering again they are
back on a clean slate?
I understand this is a difficult area but can we change it
somehow?
The AGMs can’t run without these people and it seems
to be a certain core of people who do this work while
others relax and enjoy themselves.
I myself can’t say much, I didn’t volunteer this year but
we will next year - we have put our names down!
Cheers,
Ele Grinly #38331
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From Chicago, Illionis all the way to California
THIS IS ROAD TRIP HEAVEN, A VACATION LIKE NO OTHER,
HISTORIC, NOSTALGIC AND CAPTIVATING
• Includes an exclusive hot rod workshop tour
& Harley Davidson Museum
• Includes Route 66 guide book and a
Rand McNally road atlas, both yours to keep
• Fully guided by Australia’s most experienced
guides and more guides per vehicle than any
other tour company on route 66
• Enjoy 2 nights in Las Vegas, Nevada the
entertainment capital of the world
• Drive or ride the original Route 66,
not the interstate.

SPRING TOUR • 14
April - 4 May 2016
SUMMER TOUR •
9 - 29 July 2016
FALL TOUR • 8 - 28
October 2016

2016

2016

STARTING FROM $8,495

UNC-HH-5203192-TS-367-XCC

• Guided self drive/ride road trip along
Historic Route 66
• Car or motorcycle hire with insurance
• All 8 Route 66 states - Illinois, Missouri, Kansas,
Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, California
• Includes all accommodation, breakfast daily, tours,
vehicle hire, tour cap and Route 66 specialist guide
(except in Las Vegas)
• Includes Chicago city tour & welcome dinner
• Includes a 2.5 hour farewell limo tour in Las Vegas

PP TWIN SHARE

* Upgrades to V8 GT
Mustang, SS Camaro
, Corvette Convertibl
Groups, Singles, Cou
e or Dodge Challenger
ples, Families all welco
R/T available. Clubs,
me.*** Subject to cha
nge and conditions per
website

The “Real” america begins at the off ramp
& is waiting for you to meet her!
All Dates are LAND ONLY and inclusive within the USA. See our website for conditions.
Book with confidence - Complete Travel Solutions - Travel Agents Licence #3327461

www.route66tours.com.au
Space Limited Call Now

1300 760 806
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Cameron and Marylin McDonald
Cameron ‘Cam’ McDonald #581 Life Member #7 and
wife, Marylin #1031, have enjoyed a long and endearing
association with the Ulysses Club. They have travelled
far and wide, made great and endearing friendships,
plus, have contributed much to benefit the Club,
enabling stability and prosperity both in the past and for
the present day.
As part of our getting to know the Club’s history and
the members who created it, let’s take a wander down
memory lane with Cam.
I first heard of the Ulysses Club in early 1986 when I
went to Gus Liu’s shop at Sutherland to buy a helmet.
Upon leaving, Gus gave me a page I’ll refer to as "grey
peril" and said that I may be interested in joining the
club. I read through the form but wasn't really interested
in getting involved in any club. At the time, I felt I could
just go for a ride with my wife, Marylin a “pillion in a
million“. Later, my job circumstances changed and I had
the option of taking early retirement, so, Marylin and
I reviewed our lives and decided to get involved in an
"organised" motorcycling club. I took that option and
joined the Ulysses Club on 20th August 1986. Despite my
early misgivings about joining, and in retrospect, it was
one of the best decisions I had ever made.
We went to our first Sydney Branch meeting to "test
the water". Needless to say, we really enjoyed meeting
up with so many enthusiastic, helpful and likeminded
people. Over the next few months, the big topic was
discussing the upcoming 1987 AGM, which was to
be held at Narrandera NSW. This AGM, our first, was
attended by about 350 members. We shared a unit with
Bruce and Colleen Edwards. Stephen Dearnley was our
President at the time, and at the election of office bearers,
he stood down and Tom Dudley took over.
After the AGM we joined in many Sydney Branch rides.
During a mid July BMW demo ride day at Bargo, Peter
Woods informed us that he was looking to take a long

ride to Darwin. After much discussion and suggestions,
the route and timing were settled. We departed on 31st
July for our projected 4 week 8,500klm Odyssey. The
course took us via Orange, Nyngan, Bourke and on
through Western Queensland. During one morning tea
stop at Barringun, near the Queensland border, the police
pulled up, inspected us, and then promptly drove off. No
questions, no talk, but it appeared the nearby publican
must have been alarmed at the arrival of "bikies" and
notified the local law enforcement.
On through Queensland, via Charleville, Barcaldine
and an overnight stop at Longreach. The next day, after
passing through Winton, we noticed the road ahead
was blocked off and a new road was being built. That
diversion road was nothing more than a rough track
across open ground comprised of large rocks with rough
dirt and gravel. Said track caused ‘Dolly’ Gray some
grief, and his bike suffered some minor damage. That
“off” was just near the Blue Heeler pub at Kynuna, where
we stopped for lunch and helped to get him mobile
again. Mount Isa was next, followed by Camooweal and
Three Ways. Next morning Peter Woods left the group at
Elliot. We stopped at the Daly Waters pub for lunch and
overnight at Mataranka Springs where we had a most
relaxing and refreshing swim in the warm waters. We
ventured on through to Katherine and finally Darwin.
In Darwin, we caught up with JJ Pollock, who looked
after us along with a few other Club members. We
observed some of the damage still visible after the 1974
“Cyclone Tracy". After a couple of days exploring Darwin
and the Kakadu area, we headed south through Jabiru
and Pine Creek to Katherine where we went on a boat
trip along part of the Katherine Gorge. Next stop was
Tennant Creek, then two days at Alice Springs and then
on to Uluru.
We camped right next to ‘The Rock‘, (as you could in
those days), and on the 21st August 1987 our group
climbed the ‘worlds largest monolith‘. After all our
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adventures it was all downhill to Port Augusta and
then back home to Picton, some four weeks and
about 8600klms later. What a great experience and
bonding trip. We met Ulyssians from four states and
made lifelong friends. Marylin and I have the fondest
memories of this particular trip.
In late 1987, some of our local members got together and
started the Wollondilly Wanderers group. The driving
force behind it were Margaret and John French, our long
time travelling companions. The group was awarded
Branch status in 1989.
With the Darwin trip behind us, our fellow travellers got
together and planned a trip to Cairns in the winter of
1988. At our destination, we were treated like visiting
royalty by that renowned "legend" John Golightly, his
wife Ailsa, plus other local members.
Before the 1988 Valla AGM, Marylin obtained her riders
license and joined the Club as a very proud member
#1031.
The ‘89 Wollongong AGM was organised and coordinated by Geoff and Marion Akers along with their
hard working band of members.
In October 1989, I filled a casual vacancy in the NatCom
replacing Eric Whalan who resigned after running the
Club Gear shop for many years. These profits from the
gear sales contribute substantial funds to the Club.
At the 1990 Broken Hill AGM, I, along with Geoff
Mayfield and Bruce Edwards were elected to the
NatCom.
During 1991, our highly esteemed and much respected
Secretary, Peter Reynolds, became ill and I filled in as
acting Secretary. I also took over Peter's other task of
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assisting the Canberra Branch for the 1992 Jindabyne
AGM, where I was elected Club Secretary. Peter's health
continued to deteriorate further and Peter died on 23rd
of October 1991, a very sad day for the Club losing early
member #14.
Another important event in 1991 was the start of the
Sydney Branch Odyssey, the first being held at Eden and
these Odysseys still continuing today with the 26th held
at Young in 2015 and the 27th to be held at Mudgee.
Prior to the 1991 Glenelg AGM, our regular travelling
companions, the French’s, Rayers and the Mayfields
talked about a "lap of the island" after the AGM. This
talk became a reality and we left after the AGM and were
joined by the Beattons at Ceduna. The ten of us crossed
the Nullarbour to Perth, up the west coast to Broome,
Kununurra, Katherine, and then down the Stuart
Highway to Port Augusta, then back home to Picton. One
of the highlights of this trip was riding into Esperance
from Norseman. Esperance is an absolutely beautiful
setting.
The 1994 Alice Springs AGM was organised and coordinated by Geoff and Barbara Mayfield and turned out
to be a very popular event with about 1200 members
attending.
Tom Dudley stood down and Geoff Mayfield was elected
president. Bryce Morley from Adelaide was also elected
to NatCom, interestingly, our first member from outside
NSW to do so.
One very popular event was a bus trip taking in Kings
Canyon, the Olgas and Ulluru.
This AGM along with those in Toowoomba and Adelaide
seemed to break the NSW grip on AGMs.

Existing MEMBER Profile

I stepped down from NatCom and the Secretary position
at the 1995 Toowoomba AGM and was succeeded by Ted
Richards.
The 1996 Hobart AGM in Tasmania, was our first
"Overseas" venue, and again proved very popular with
over 1500 members attending.
In 1997, it was back to Wagga Wagga NSW for our AGM.
This was a relatively short travel distance for East Coast
members and maybe was used as a preparatory rest for
the long 1998 AGM ride to Bunbury Western Australia.
Bunbury was ably organised by Alf Bridle and the Perth
members.
The 1999 AGM had Marylin and I again travelling north
to Cairns. It was great to catch up with John and Ailsa
Golightly plus those members from our visit in 1988.
The Y2K AGM was organised and co-ordinated by
Adelaide Branch at Nuriootpa in the Barossa Valley,
where, Geoff Mayfield and I were honoured by the Club
with Life Memberships; this honour was not achieved by
us alone, but, with much work and assistance from our
wives, Barbara and Marylin.
The next 12 years seemed to fly by as we attended our
last AGM at Mildura in 2012. We had attended 23 AGMs
and 13 Odysseys, all of them in some way unique and all
enjoyable.

I feel that the most memorable were our first at
Narrandera, Jindabyne 1992, Alice Springs 1994
(attracting members from all around Australia). Also,
the 1996 event at Tassie, highlighted by the wonderful
dinner held in a grotto like setting with beautifully
decorated tables for us and were treated to a silver
service banquet -- a truly memorable night. The next
morning most of us rode out to Port Arthur to look at the
old jail. We had no premonition of the dreadful massacre
which happened about a month later.
I am sure that the success and longevity of our Club
was established in those early years with competent
administration, hard working NatComs and Branch
Committees. Also, holding our AGMs in suitable and
varied locations, plus of course all our members who
volunteered and joined in to share the aims of the Club.
My principle advice is to continue to join in our Club
activities and enjoy the friendship and companionship
that our Club offers.
Want to know more about the early days of our great
Club? Search Cam out at a Club event, he towers over
many and often wears a cowboy style straw hat.
(minor editing by Ian Parks #11735 “may your lid never
skid”)
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New Member Profile - Jack Lewin Welcome

Andrew Walker #65836

Are you a new or existing
member? We would love to
hear about you! Please email
ridingon@ulysses.org.au to
enquire about submitting your
own motorcycling story!

ARE YOU A NEW OR RETURNING MOTORCYCLIST?
Returning? I never left (apart from a bit of parenting)!

WHO OR WHAT HELPED YOU DECIDE TO JOIN THE CLUB?

Word of mouth that a local branch was forming four months ago.

WHAT ARE YOU MOST LOOKING FORWARD TO AS A ULYSSES CLUB MEMBER?
Already got it - meeting new people.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST MEMORABLE RIDE EXPERIENCE?
Every ride that I go on.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE ROAD OR RIDE DESTINATION?
Go out the driveway and turn wherever the bike wants to go.

WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT MOTORCYCLE?
1987 Harley-Davidson softail custom.

WHAT IS YOUR AGE?
48

Footnote: Andrew became a founding member of the Central Murray Swan Hill Branch, which already has over 70
members, and he is now the Branch quartermaster.
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To Hell With Smack
AUTHOR: ANONYMOUS

REVIEW BY REX KNOWLAND

T

his might not be a book review in the strictest
sense of the word, being written by the
author, a Ulyssean who chooses to conceal
his identity.
However, in this age of addiction it offers an eyeopening look at the scourge of drugs and no doubt
lives up to its title; To Hell With Smack.
“Rex Knowland is the pseudonym I took to write
this memoir, on the insistence of my publishers.
They were not willing to release the book under my own
name.
I have been a Ulysses member since 2003, attended my
first AGM at Mudgee and have enjoyed many more since
then. I have been riding bikes, on and off, since I was a
kid.
Growing up in country NSW in the 1950s and 1960s, I
went to Sydney, to University in the early 1970s on a
Teacher Education scholarship. At University I heavily
sampled all of the sex, drugs and rock & roll lifestyle that
was on offer at the time.
I moved into a share house with three guys who ended
up being original members of an outlaw Motorcycle Club
(MC). In those days, when the MC rode into town the
local cops called for reinforcements, to promptly run
them out.
I fully appreciate the irony these days at an AGM, where
the Mayor gives us a welcoming speech.
My problem back then was that I delved too hard into the
drugs section of my lifestyle. I eventually left the bikes,
most of my friends and when I finished University, I
headed off to Asia seeking the answer to the question of,
“what is the meaning of life?”
The answer I found was heroin. For a while it looked like
a great answer but, needless to say, it did not stack up
well over the longer term. It brought more problems than
answers.
Returning to Australia in late 1975, I went through
rehabilitation with the Salvation Army. I got straight and
met a guy who offered me a second life. A new improved
second life, not my old one with a few band-aids stuck on
it.
Thankfully with the help of a few good people I took him
up on that offer. I have been lucky enough to live that
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second life for the past forty years. I even ended up having
a thirty three year career in the NSW public service.
After retiring in 2013 I reflected on how lucky I had been
and what great gifts I had given to me. I decided to write
a book to pass on some of the key gifts and insights that
were freely given to me.
My book details life in Sydney in the early 1970s and how
I trashed my life on drugs. Many readers have expressed
their appreciation at reminding them of many memorable
things from their own youth. I also outline how I got
straight and go on to provide some of the answers other
people gave to me; answers that enabled me to be still
here and not dead, as most of my friends from back there
are.
The book is aimed at people whose lives have been
touched by addiction (to drugs and alcohol), their families
and friends. But also to people who have wondered, “how
can this happen?”
I self-published, and so my book is available on line at:
www.balboapress.com Go to the bookstore and search
Rex Knowland. The publishers make most of the money
from this.
Thus I have had some copies printed which I am selling
myself, in an effort to recoup some of my costs. I can be
contacted through my Rex Knowland Facebook page.
Use messenger if you want to keep the communication
private. Alternatively you can email me through a friend.
His email address is john.murray38@bigpond.com Please
identify yourself to him as a Ulysses member.
These days I ride a Triumph Thunderbird 1700 LT, a
fitting retired gent’s old mobile lounge chair. I live in
NSW and plan to do some touring later this year, so I
might even be able to catch up with a few of you out there
on the road.”
“Rex Knowland”
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PHOTO: Karen gets a hug
from Mick Godfrey, an
English racer who was
there to compete in the
events. His bikes didn't
make it over in time, but
Mick went on to finish in
the top ten on a borrowed
machine in the final
Senior Manx GP Race.

“To the unknowing they would find this strange, but
to the dedicated they are an essential part of the
reason over 500 of us are here standing on a road edge
somewhere in a 37.666 mile road race circuit in any
type of weather you might imagine.”

I

am standing at my first Marshall Point named
“Union Mills”, The village was known from
1511 as Mullin Doway (The Mill on the Black
Ford). In 1807 a cloth mill was added to the
original corn mill.

A church hall is beside the local old shop
(from where the Bee Gees in their youth once
delivered local papers from on their pushbikes!), it
is filled with people sitting quietly enjoying cups of
tea and cake provided by the Church Hall members.
On the other side of the road is the remnant of the
original mill building.
It’s a very old area, the bitumen road shows signs
of wear and tear from a years of use with the curbs
varying in height from nothing to over 4 inches in
height. Some of the higher ones are painted with
black and white checks. To the unknowing they
would find this strange, but to the dedicated they
are an essential part of the reason over 500 of us are
here standing on a road edge somewhere in a 37.666
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mile road race circuit in any type of weather you
might imagine.
Because of the changeable weather, sometimes you
may see a grimace on the face of an official dressed
with his orange identifying vest and overalls,
sometimes it looks like they just don’t want to be
there. Don’t be fooled.
A sound breaks the peace and quiet and everyone in
the hall garden suddenly jump to their feet and look
towards the bridge before the corner.
Smiles appear on the official’s faces, but then
quickly change to total concentration.
Eventually the first machine of the day comes into
view brushing the rough stone walled bridge. Its
Englishman John McGuinness,(whose nickname is
“McPint”, he does love a beer).
Slightly off power as he just leaves the surface after
cresting over the apex before powering on as he
gently lands heading onwards toward the bottom
of the dip and leans off the bike to the left before
heading around the bend past the old shop power

sliding to the edge of road gutter before disappearing at an amazing rate of
speed onwards on his first lap.
We (the marshals) look at each other, broad grins appear, then, the stories
start.
“He did that last year, he’s the fastest. “
”Nah Dunlop had a better line.”
You’re all wrong! It’s Änstee the Kiwi this year.”
The conversations continue and those who have been coming here for all
the years they have been now talk about – “Joey” (Joey Dunlop, born in
Ballymoney Northern Ireland, 26 times and largest number winner of the
IOM TT races and revered by the many people who’s lives he passed through
during his career).
I listen to the stories and the memories. Some go back for over 50 years of
attending and working here, I am fascinated by them.
Some of you know where I am talking about. Others may wonder.
Where am I? It’s a small Island that is bordered by England, Scotland Ireland
and Wales.
Its name– Isle of Man. Or simply to some, IOM.
Following our first trip to the United Kingdom in 2012, when we first visited
the Isle, Karen and I returned to the United Kingdom in Aug/Sept 2014 for a
visit of friends, but more so to return to the Isle of Man having fallen in love
with the island during our first trip overseas together when we visited there.
This is the story of our second visit.
Many readers have seen TV footage from the racing both amazing and tragic.
Some have been here, worked as a marshal on the circuit and left.
Some have visited, seen and heard of the history, worked the circuit perhaps
and left.
Others of us have absorbed the island for what it offers, visited and spoken to
the fairies at Fairy Bridge, as the racers traditionally do, worked the circuit,
and felt some kind of magic attraction.
If you don’t understand? You perhaps never will.
But if you are smiling at the moment, then you do.
During our second visit to the island with my wife Karen, this is my fifth day
of working as a marshal on the circuit and was watching the collection of
people simply sitting in the church hall garden chatting and enjoying a cup of
tea in the glorious sunshine. An hour ago they were huddled under umbrellas
or inside the hall while we marshals donned waterproofs as a rain squall
passed through.
They are part of the lesser number of visitors that have come to this little
island for the “Isle of Man Festival of Motorcycling”.
Normally during the “TT” weekend held in May/June each year up to
40,000 visitors come across for that being the Main big meeting for the year.
The “Festival is much quieter, “not as high level, but the racing is still as
entertaining to the approx. 10,000 who come.
The “Festival” is one of the three road race meetings that occur over the
year incorporating the highest level of Historic machines as well as what we
would refer to as “Club Racing” here in Oz.
With the increasing interest in Historic Racing, some of the usual Senior IOM
TT riders now participate in what could loosely be called Historic machines.
Well they were designed in the 40’s 50’s anyway!
The Festival competition includes not only Road Race (in its purest form) but
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also an Island Wide Navigation Trials Competition. It’s not unusual to see
trials riders appear from the hills to watch some road sections, then only to
disappear back into the hills to continue their ride.
We prefer this meeting as the maddening crowds of the “TT” meeting
which features the highest level of current spec superbikes and riders
makes it difficult to enjoy, as the serenity is simply not there owing to the
sheer numbers of 40,000 visitors who come only for the racing. Another
small meeting called the ‘Southern 100”is held on the lower sections of
road on the Island totally different to the main TT circuit. It runs before for
Classic, and after the main TT racing attracting less numbers again, but still
attended by devoted Officials and Racers.
Practice takes place following end of day trading by business so as not to
interrupt their trade. 5 PM Road closures, 6 PM Practice starting and runs
through until approx. 8 PM or so.
Racing starts with all day Saturday and Bank Holiday Monday. These are
staggered two days apart so as to allow racing on an alternate day due to
possible cancellations by rain or such which are a regular occurrence some
years.
The rider who has passed us, John McGuinness on the 650cc Paton which
is based on 1950’s machinery, but totally modern in terms of metals and
electronics, is now 3 miles into his first 37.333 mile race lap and I stand
there stunned by the pace of one of the lead riders come to this place year
after year ignoring the dangers and overcoming the difficulties of this
ultimate quintessential road circuit.
Some facts of the course are - The course is 37.73 miles (60.72 km) in
length and the start-line in the town of Douglas. The racing circuit is based
on a number of public roads in the Isle of Man including the primary A2
Douglas to Ramsey road, the A1 Douglas to Peel road, the A3 Castletown to
Ramsey Road and the primary A18 Snaefell Mountain Road. The highest
point of the course is situated on the primary A18 Snaefell Mountain Road
at 422 metres (1,385 ft) above sea level
It is estimated that there are over 200 corners on the Isle of Man Mountain
Course and about 60 corners have names.
As the following riders pass you cannot fail be amazed by their dedication
and trust in their own abilities to race themselves really on this
circuit. Yes there may be up to 50 riders at a time competing,
but as they start 15 – 30 seconds apart they are by themselves
looking for the best speed, line and lap trying to set their own
personal best each time around.
The official lap record for the Snaefell Mountain Course is 17
Minutes and 6.682 seconds at an average speed of 132.298 mph
(212.913 km/h) set by Bruce Anstey during the 2014 Superbike
TT Race.
The race record is held by Michael Dunlop in 1 hour, 45
minutes and 29.980 seconds; an average race speed of
128.747 mph (207.198 km/h) during the 6 lap (236.38 Miles)
2013 Superbike TT race.
In the 2006 TT practices New Zealander Bruce Anstey achieved
the unofficial current top speed record of 206 mph (332 km/h)
at the end of Sulby straight on a Suzuki 1000cc machine.
This speed value was registered by the on-board data logging
equipment and cannot be considered as an official record. But
in any terms it is seriously fast.
Now let’s put that last part into perspective. 332 Kph is faster
than the V8 supercars achieve at Bathurst on what is really a
dedicated race circuit, we are talking a public road here, maybe 6 meters
wide at the most, and!!, travelling through the small hamlet of Sulby, so
houses and shops either side where this speed is then achieved before
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almost stopping and turning 90 degrees over the Sulby
river bridge!. Dedication is the name of the game here.
I have spoken with many of the riders that come to “tame
the island” in one’s word, and despite being surrounded
by a packed grandstand, and knowing that millions of
people are watching live around the world, the start line
at the Isle of Man TT is a lonely place. While waiting for
their tap on the shoulder from the Circuits Starter some
say a few private words to the man upstairs and take a
deep breath.
Every fibre in your body tells you not to do it, to turn
around and walk away.. Then the flag drops, you dump
the clutch and you’re away, flat out down Bray Hill,
which was a normal high street with regular traffic just
a few hours ago. Within 30 seconds you are approaching
200 kPh, and For the next 37 ¾ miles you’re going to
feel emotions that you’ve never felt before. Remember to
breathe is the biggest suggestion the experienced riders
tell to the newcomers!
Many other riders have come to grief while trying to ride

the circuit with results from minor injury to also having
claimed the lives of over 240 racers over its more than
100 year history. It is one of the scariest races in the
world but every year still many more new riders enter
and compete. They are referred to as “Newcomers”, and
during their first outings on circuit and during
During qualifying during ALL racing events on the Isle,
these new racers they must wear Orange High Visibility
Vests over their leathers to be identified.
Embarrassing you might say?
No, more a rite of passage in the history books as a racer
who has competed in the most daunting Road Race
meeting in the world.
In 1904 the Government of the Isle of Man adopted the
“The Highways (Light Locomotive) Act of Parliament”
which made racing on the island a legal occurrence as
England had condemned and made illegal racing by Act
of Parliament, as well as in 1903 making a blanket 20
MPH speed limit in Britain.
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It may well (apart from Ireland and New Zealand) still be
the only country that allows legal road racing on public
roads??
During my week of working on the circuit for each day
I had chosen a different location so as to get the real
feeling for the circuit. Other locations were “Joeys”, at
the 26th milepost, (the corner was renamed in honour
of the 26 times Isle of Man TT winner Joey Dunlop)
following his fatal racing motorcycle crash in Estonia in
July 2000)
This corner is the location of the only accident in which
spectators at the Isle of Man TT Races or Manx Festival
have been killed in a motor-cycle racing accident.
Following was “Guthries” between the 26th and 27th
Milepoints, (a memorial to Jimmie Guthrie a Scotsman
who had crashed fatally in 1937 during an event in
Germany with the memorial to him built in 1939.
Both of these points are part of the start of the “Mountain
Section “of the course after climbing up out of Ramsey
behind the riders this then provides magnificent views
of the Town of Ramsey and surrounding lands, also both
the North-West and North coastlines. Clear days offer
distant sights of Ireland and Scotland coasts. No other
race circuit in the world can boast those types of views.
Even Phillip Island which is renowned for its coastal
vista. I can vouch for both.
The remaining 2 locations were Ballegary (or Ballascary
as it’s affectionately referred to by the riders), owing to
the extreme high speeds through the narrow sections
of road edged by housing and rock walls, and “Sarahs
Cottage’ a 2 story white sandstone house now unused
but in the middle of a complex technical high speed
(150 Kph and higher) off-camber uphill section through
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forested hillsides.
In 1994 this particular corner is where our own Aussie
Sidecar competitor’s rider Gavin Porteous (Big Gav) and
passenger Jamie Spencer came unstuck with a massive
crash that pushed Big Gav’s shoulder into his ribcage.
That was on the Sunday first Practice. Being the tough
man that he was known for, he convinced doctors to
allow him to attend the grandstand on the Wednesday
that day to watch the sidecar race starts, but only if he
returned straight after it! Yeah of course he did.
The Section Senior Marshall took me for a quick walk
up the track and showed me parts the fairing from the
sidecar that are still there. History should be left as it is
he said. I agree.
The five days’ time disappeared so quickly but the
memory remains.
In between being on circuit, Karen and I once again tour
the Island taking in the new and amazing views this time
of the west coast where we stayed, and the enormous
amount of history that has shaped this island over the
thousands of years is has been inhabited.
Museums abound showing such as The “Manx Museum”
in Douglas that shows the history of the island in all
forms. Peel’s House of Manannan which focuses on the
Isle of Man’s rich Celtic, Viking and maritime past.

Part 2 will continue our trip in
the next Riding On.
Trevor Franklin # 13770

Specsavers urges Australians to
have sight saving eye test
Macular degeneration (MD) affects more than 1.5 million Australians over the age of 501. An eye test is key to detecting
MD but with new research revealing that 56% of Australians have put off having an eye test2, many are putting themselves
at risk of irreversible blindness.
In addition, risk factors such as smoking, a diet low in omega 3 and insufficient exercise contribute to the prediction
that the number of Australians affected by MD will increase to 1.7 million by 20303 without appropriate prevention and
treatment measures.
The macula is the central part of the retina which helps us process all visual images; responsible for the ability to read,
recognise faces, read road signs safely and see colours. MD causes progressive macula damage, resulting in loss of central
vision. The disease comes in two forms: dry MD, which causes gradual vision loss, and wet MD, which is much more
rapid and if untreated, can lead to functional
blindness within two years.
Peter Larsen, Optometrist and Professional
Services Director at Specsavers, explains,
“Macular degeneration affects the centre of
your sight and can result in blind spots, blurred
or distorted vision and eventual blindness.
This disease can go unnoticed for some time,
but symptoms include the inability to see
fine details, difficulty driving and difficulty
recognising people’s faces.”
People most at risk are those aged over 50, who
smoke and who also have a direct family history
of MD. Smoking, which is the most controllable
risk factor for MD, causes free radical cellular
damage to the eye while decreasing antioxidant
levels. Smokers are three times more likely to
develop MD than non-smokers.
In the fight against the disease, Specsavers offers free Digital Retinal Photography with every standard eye check, which
can help with early detection of MD and other serious diseases. Peter says, “It’s really important to have an eye test every
two years. A regular eye check only takes around 20 minutes but could be critical in protecting your long term sight.”
Along with having an eye test, Australians over 50 should incorporate good eye health practices into their diet and lifestyle,
such as eating plenty of dark green leafy vegetables, fresh fruit and fish, and quitting smoking.
To access great deals and book an eye test today, please visit:

https://corporate.specsavers.com.au/ulysses

[1] Eyes on the future—‘A clear outlook on age-related macular degeneration’. Report by Deloitte Access Economics & Macular Degeneration Foundation, 2011. 2014 projections are a
linear projection between 2010 and 2015 estimates. [2] Galaxy Research, November 2015, commissioned by Specsavers. [3] Macular Disease Foundation Australia.
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W

E all hope we never need an ambulance, but
let’s face it, anything can happen when you are
far from home.

South Australia, Queensland or the Australian Capital
Territory, none of which are party to the reciprocal
arrangement.

Consider this; an amazing 3,197,826 patients across
Australia were attended by ambulance personnel in
2013/14, according to the Productivity Commission’s
report on emergency services.

For an added sting in the tail, residents of those States
are not covered if they need an ambulance while visiting
any of the five States participating in the main reciprocal
arrangement.

Increasing numbers of Ulysseans are ensuring they have
ambulance membership coverage before heading off
`around Oz’, but are they really covered?

SAAS makes its limitations quite clear;

Concern was raised last month when the South
Australian Ambulance Service (SAAS) announced
changes to its cover for members, to take effect on 30
May 2016.
Basically, SAAS said its Ambulance Cover is intended
only for permanent residents of South Australia, with
changes that affected those residents.
What really concerned us here at Riding On was
that members riding around Australia, or just riding
interstate, might be members of an ambulance service in
their home State yet not be covered when they cross a
State border.
One thing is certain, that ambulance costs are not
covered by Medicare.
Ambulance fund members from Western Australia,
New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania and the Northern
Territory are all covered by what is described as a
`reciprocal agreement’.
Under this arrangement, provision of an ambulance
service in each of the above states is covered by the
original membership.
Problems arise, however, if an ambulance is needed
by members from those above states when they are in
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“The cost of ambulance services is not covered if you
require ambulance transport while visiting interstate
or overseas. You will not be covered for any services
provided by an ambulance service of another jurisdiction
within Australia or overseas.”
As a resident of Western Australia, I assumed my St John
Ambulance Service cover worked interstate. It does, but
with limitations. This is what St John currently says;
“The subscription coverage is restricted to ambulance
transport in country areas provided by St John in WA
and ambulance services in other States who have a
reciprocal arrangement with St John Ambulance Western
Australia.”
It seems the best idea would be to buy travel insurance
that will cover you anywhere in Australia, but even that
can be confusing.
Some travel insurers (and there is a host of them) cover
ambulance costs and some even have specific ambulance
policies, while others do not.
Our advice? Take out travel insurance before leaving
home, but take the time to ensure it includes the
ambulance cover you hopefully never need.
Gary Warner, editor
#65262
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HELLO FROM THE
ULYSSES CLUB
GERMANY!
AS winter approaches and we drag the woolly
long-johns out, spare a thought for what the
northern winter has meant to our fellowUlysseans in Europe.
We reckon it’s a safe bet that Gernot Minig,
president of Ulysses Club Germany, is looking
forward to spring and summer riding after
coping with conditions like this.
Gernot is obviously not a `sunny day only’ rider
with his BMW outfit.
A big event is coming up that he will no doubt
want to attend, and if you need an excuse to
take a trip to Europe, this might be just what the
doctor ordered.
From 9 - 12 September 2016, the Ulysses Club of Switzerland invites all Ulysses members to to take part in the
seventh European Ulysses Club Gathering.
The gathering will take place in the heart of the picturesque Swiss alps.
More detailed information can be obtained from Hermann Schwalm, email: hermann.schwalm@gmail.com .

WANDERERS WED FAR
FROM HOME
After riding across a fair slice of Australia, the Warnbro
Sound Wanderers even found time to take some snaps at the
AGM Event.
For those unfamiliar with it, Warnbro Sound is on the coast
of Western Australia, south of Perth. There was an ulterior
motive behind their long ride, a wedding.
The happy couple of Wanderers are Gae and Jeff, who met at
the Penrith AGM Event.
They had planned to marry at the Wodonga Event, but
that plan was scuppered when Jeff suffered a mild heart
attack (some guys will do anything to avoid commitment).
Needless to say, they have all our best wishes for a long and
happy life together.
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JO DEARNLEY
MEMORIAL AWARD
and GOOD JOINT
AWARD WINNERS 2015
The Ulysses Club is very proud to announce that the
winners of the Jo Dearnley Memorial
Award 2015 and the Good Joint Award 2015 are
Lockyer Branch and Bunbury Branch respectively.
Lockyer Branch in Queensland donated $8,147.01 in
September 2015 and followed up with another donation
of $6,921.26 in late December 2015. The magnificent
total of $15,068.27 achieved the win of the prestigious
Ulysses Club award and is a most generous gift from
a modest sized branch with a huge heart. Lockyer
Branch has a previous history of winning the Good Joint
Award in 2012 and 2014 and were co-winners along
with Mount Isa Branch in 2009. The donated funds are
derived from a 30% share of the Ipswich Annual Toy
Run and the run is scheduled again for December 2016
making it the 19th successive year.

Bunbury Branch in Western Australia made two
donations during 2015 of $3,000.00 each. This total of
a very impressive $6,000.00 once again won them the
Good Joint Award. Bunbury Branch has an excellent
history of fund raising and donating having won the
Jo Dearnley Award in 2010 and the Good Joint Award
in 2011, 2012 and now 2015. The sources of funds
include Ironman event support, rock and roll nights
and tribute wines etc. The branch has a 15 year history
of supporting organisations with funds exceeding
$100,000.00 and besides UCARF they have contributed
to Solaris Care, Compassionate Friends, Black Dog
Fund, Margaret River Bush Fire, Cancer Research and
the Royal Flying Doctor Service.
The accompanying photograph was taken at the most
recent AGM event in Launceston and includes National
President Helena Gritton and UCARF Coordinator Kim
Kennerson holding the Jo Dearnely Memorial Award
plaque, Wayne Miller from Bunbury Branch holding
the Good Joint Award trophy, Lockyer Branch President
Alan Gray, secretary/ treasurer Ian Winter and another
seven members of the branch.

Photo memories of the AGM
Mike Meyman, event director of the 2016 AGM Event, asked us to let you know
that photographs of the AGM are available.
All members who would like their official photo from the 2016 AGM Event in
Launceston, please contact Michael Preece at Data Print Imaging,
mike@dpitasmania.com.au
If you let Michael know where you were, at what time, he can see if he took a
photo of you.
There were over 8700 official photos taken, so you should be there somewhere.
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Monash University
Donation
Presentation
18/5/16

The preferred charity of the Ulysses Club
is rheumatoid arthritis research. We as a
club are very proud of the generosity of
our members who through their Branches
across Australia unselfishly raise funds for
this cause, to not only improve treatment
but also in the hope of one day finding a
cure for this insidious disease.

The club has strived to raise funds to
support scientific research into rheumatoid arthritis since its inception in 1997
at the AGM in Wagga Wagga. The cause was adopted due to the influence of our founding member the late
Stephen Dearnley OAM who had lost his wife to RA after a 20 year battle. Along the way we created UCARF
i.e. Ulysses Club Arthritis Research Fund to ensure all money raised was controlled by the club and donated
directly to the research institutions thus guaranteeing every cent raised went to research.
The Ulysses Club is proud to be involved in a two year agreed post-doctoral sponsorship of researcher Dr
Sarah Jones. On the 18th of May 2016, on behalf of the Ulysses Club, National President Helena Gritton
accompanied by Committee member Henry Rokx were pleased to present to Professor Eric Moran a cheque
for $60,000.00 for our 2015 – 2016 commitment.
We wish Sarah and her fellow researchers at the Monash Centre all the best in their studies and thank
Professor Eric Morand as the head of Medicine and Rheumatic Diseases for the opportunity to participate in
this wonderful research. The Ulysses Club is most interested in continuing our association with the team at
Monash and look forward to negotiating further sponsorship for 2017 and beyond.
Kim Kennerson #6929 LM#14

NSW Odyssey at Kempsey
The Ulysses Club - Sydney Branch announces that this
year’s Odyssey will be held over the weekend of Friday 23rd
September 2016 to Sunday 25th September 2016 at Kempsey
in NSW. Kempsey is midway between Sydney and the
Queensland border on the coast.
It is 419 kms from Sydney and is almost 100% expressway,
except for sections around Port Macquarie to Kempsey and
Coffs Harbour to Kempsey. There will be activities on the
Friday and Saturday, and on Sunday we will let you go home.
So start planning your trip now.

For more information visit:
www.sydney@ulysses.org.au
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readers rides

Seriously disgraceful!

John is 74 and rides a BMW 1200GS. He takes
growing old disgracefully very seriously, so with
careful planning and a minimum of luggage in
our panniers, we set off from Perth to ride to the
Launceston AGM.
Being ex-Navy, John had been to Tasmania many
times in the 1950s and 60s and had happy memories
of all the friendly and accommodating girls there.
This time, however, he had a wife sitting behind him.
We planned to be away about six weeks. February is
not usually a good month for crossing the Nullarbor,
but we were lucky, the weather was cool and perfect
for riding.
Despite what some might think, the three day trip
across the desert is beautiful. It’s shiny and misty in
the early morning. There are wooded areas and plenty
of animals, we saw cattle, emus and lots of kangaroos
running across the road, but no camels this time.
We came across a group of four riders, heading to
Tasmania on motor scooters, we had coffee and all
posed together for selfies. We met them again at
Ceduna, sitting sadly outside a bakery. They had worn
out their tyres crossing the desert and had to wait for
new ones to be sent from Adelaide.

Jumping to conclusions

Near Border Village we met two men, oldies like us,
who were riding to the AGM towing trailers with their
camping gear. One of the trailers had done a 360 flip

and sheared off the back and into a ditch on the side
of the road. They were sadly trying to work out how
to fix it. We stopped and they told us that they had
to get to the AGM because they were getting married
there on the Wednesday. We were very impressed.
I said that I didn’t think it was legal to get married
in Australia. They assured us that it was. Just when
I was thinking how progressive Tasmania must be,
one of them said....”hang on, we are not marrying
each other....” A fiancee was flying over for the AGM
wedding.
By the time we got to Ballarat, there were a lot more
bikes on the road with everyone stopping to swap
stories. When we arrived at Port Melbourne to catch
the ferry there were 300 bikes lined up with the
trucks, cars and caravans. Boarding the ferry took a
long time, it was quite an experience and we were
tired at the end of the day. We headed for our cabin
and slept well that night. In the morning, a loud
speaker called us to be by our bikes at 6.30 and
ready to ride off by 7.00.
Open but not all hours
We had planned to spend a week riding around
Tasmania before the AGM, and our first stop was
Burnie. Looking for petrol and breakfast, we found a
little one-bowser petrol station where we filled up. I
asked the lady if there was a toilet and could we get
a coffee. She was most amazed and had never heard
of such a thing. She told us there was a bakery that
opened at 9.00 in town. We did find some lovely
places to eat while on the road but we quickly
learned that 9.00 to 5.00 seemed to be the normal
hours of business there.
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Tasmania is a rider’s dream with cool
weather,winding roads, rivers, mountains, lush
forests, amazing views, beautiful boat harbours and
beaches.
We rode into lots of little towns, stopping at the
bakeries where all the bikes were parked and
everyone was happy to share tables and bike stories.
We met a Ulysses rider whose little dog rode with
him in a specially made seat. He told us that she had
been riding with him for 8 years, ever since his wife
had died. Chloe, the Maltese poodle, had covered
145,000 kms in that time and loved it.
A week spent riding around Tasmania was followed
by a week at the Launceston AGM. Arriving at
Launceston to register, we recognised lots of fellow
riders. We did a few short rides with club members
and I bought some new Dragon Jeans at the stand
in the show grounds. The camaraderie among the
Ulysses members and the Grand Parade were the
highlights. I was talking to the first aid officer on
the ferry back to Victoria and he said there had been
a few accidents, broken bones etc and one couple
unfortunately both lost a leg when they collided
with a ute. Although we didn’t see any Ulysseans
behaving disgracefully, we did come across 3 riders
who had their Jackets stolen and one rider who had
his panniers emptied out.
Before heading back to Perth, we stayed on the
Mornington Peninsula for a week at the beach and
had the bike serviced at Frankston BMW. We rode
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back to Perth with a British couple we met on the road. They
had flown in from the UK, hired a bike, got married, and were
riding across Australia, Sydney to Perth.
After riding nearly 10,000 kms, we are looking forward to
doing it again next year.

Therese Howie on behalf of John,
#9821.
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Wet at West Wyalong after
the AGM
Tim and Kerry Parke’s very own Odyssey
On February 12 we left Townsville to make our way to
the Ulysses AGM.
Actually the wet season here in the north, a time to stay
close to home, but with total disregard for cyclones and
inclement weather we set our GPS for Port Melbourne.
In our past adventures we never made it past Sarina
without getting wet. We have holed up in motel rooms
overnight, with fans spinning full bore hoping to dry off
our wet gear ready for take-off the next day. No need for
such concern this year!
We decided to do the first leg in one hit, 840 kilometres
to Calliope. Twelve hours it took, to the minute, but it
took us two days to get over it!
Our next leg was a six-day sprint through three States
to catch the Spirit of Tasmania on the twentieth. Apart
from fog on the first morning, we had clear skies and
not a hint of rain. The further south we ventured the
crisper the mornings became, and as the days wore on
temperatures rose enough for perfect comfortable riding.
We ventured onto some of the greatest roads on offer
for two wheels. Through Gin Gin to Toowoomba on the
Isis and Burnett Highways, crossing the state border at
Wallangarra then onto Nundle out the back of Tamworth.
Rylstone via Bylong Valley Way and onto Blayney, the
coldest place in winter if you talk to old-timers who
were catching trains back in the war years! We took
more back roads to end up at Culcairn,Uranquinty,

Mangoplah to Holbrook Rd, amazing little villages that
are fairdinkum places, not just a dot on a map. We had
a cold drink and a chat with a local about how you
pronounce the town…You- ran-quinty. Yep- got it!
Just over the border into Victoria for morning tea on
the nineteenth. Getting close now…I made a call to my
brother in Melbourne who cancelled his day to meet
us at Buxton instead. Any excuse for a ride! He said it
was like a mass exodus, passing at least 200 bikers of
our generation as he made his way to meet us. I was
more fascinated by the Lamborghini that sped past,
followed by a Maserati and a fleet of Porsches. You
never see that in Townsville. Two hundred old timers
on cruising bikes heading for Melbourne is nothing,
why I’ve seen 2000 of the old blighters cruising around
Alice Springs and Wodonga!

All at sea

Boarding the Spirit of Tasmania was an experience. If I
had thought about it too much I may not have done it!
Lining up two by two at gates and fruit check points,
then along wharves to the ticket booth was easy,
but then I saw that ramp with only one way to go. I
thought what have I got myself into?
Slippery steel decks with knuckles to negotiate and a
narrow ramp up to the next floor with a sharp turn left
into place to be tied down. No pressure at all! Just a
bit of breath holding and teeth-grinding… I said there
were 400 bikes, well that`s what it felt like but there
were only 120. I’m sure they miscounted, we had to
climb over bikes to get out as they were butted up
close to fit them all in. “Phew, I need a drink!” was my
thought.
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That night on the Spirit was not bad at all, very efficient
and accommodating. It may have been the gentle rocking
or it could have been the wine, but whatever it was, I was
rested and settled enough to handle the reverse scenario
getting off.

Roads of delight

Our ride around Tassie was nowhere near long enough.
The roads are in outstanding con-dition compared to
anything we had already been on. Tarmacs are mostly
smooth, al-though the edges are a bit scary if you venture
too close, with some cavernous gutters smiling back at
you! Overall, for sensible riding they accommodated
amply, with twisties and sweepers to play on which
thankfully we negotiated without incident. We did
witness one crash and heard of others too, but our number
was not up…hopefully never on the bike at least.
Lots of people have asked did you see Strahan? Did you
do Mt Wellington? And what about Huonville? Did you go
there? ‘Nope.’

I know;“How can you miss
Strahan?”
We did do the train at Queenstown, stayed in quaint
pubs like at Waratah and homely B and Bs like Hawthorn
Lodge at Bushy Park. We climbed the Nutt at Stanley and
tiptoed theTessellated Pavement at Eaglehawk Neck. We
walked the Wall at Derwent Bridge and rode to the End of
the Earth at Arthur River. We ate prize-winning seafood
pies in Laun-ceston, plums freshly picked from the tree,
as well as blackberries,pears and peaches. The streets of
Hadspen where we stayed for the AGM was almost a big
fruit salad bowl!
We rode the Hellyer Gorge Road and The Elephant and St
Mary’s Passes. We did get around, saw heaps, missed lots
but that’s every reason to go back another day. It is such a
lovely State to be in. Sometimes I wasn’t sure if I was in
New Zealand, especially while at Cradle Mountain.
We were sad getting back on the ferry (with the same
shenanigans as coming over), and this time we had to
negotiate Melbourne traffic at the start of peak hour. I’m
glad I don’t do that every day. Even with a GPS we still
managed to get lost once!
We had choices at this point; Left and do the GOR again,
or right and do the coast to Eden and Snowy Mountains,
or straight up the middle and get home ASAP. We didn’t
resort to tossing a coin, we decided on the latter as we
usually take the road less tra-velled. The monster highway
at 110 was fast and easy, boring I guess if you do it all the
time, but it served a purpose and got us a fair distance in
one day.
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Our heading was for Coonabarabran in north west
NSW, stopping at West Wyalong for the night at 576 ks.
After Tasmania’s comfortable weather, the conditions
in NSW’s west were trying. I needed more water stops
and little rests seemed closer together. Respite was
needed from the pounding effect of the wavy, bumpy
roads. Roads that looked on the verge of disintegrating in places. Roads that looked like they might eat
motorcycles!
Gathering storms
So far on our three week journey, the only rain
encountered was on days we were not rid-ing our
bikes. That is more luck than we have ever had in the
past, and I knew it would run out eventually. Just out
of Narrandera we could see storm cells on the horizon;
patchy black-ink shaded streaks dividing the sky
line,with the bright flash of lightning strikes. I have to
admit I was nervous.
At times when the road direction changed, we’d be
heading for that gap of clear sky, then the road would
swing one way or another and we’d be heading straight
for the storm. My senses were distracted for a moment
by that earthy smell that wafts up from the road just as
the moisture hits the earth.
The gusts increased and - Bingo! Direct hit! Cold and
wet, yet refreshing, and it did wash the Tassie bugs
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from our jackets. It didn’t last long and we were out
the other side of the storm, ten minutes more and we
were dry, then down it came again, this time heavier.
A B-double went past carrying hay, leaving small
particles of grass covering us. I swear we must have
looked like a pair of laminations. Cattle trucks do the
same, only difference is you can’t see what they leave
behind. You can smell it though!
We worked our way up the Newell Highway ticking of
Forbes, Parkes, Peak Hill and Dub-bo, leaving the main
road for Mendoran. Love those quiet back country
lanes!
After a few days respite at Coona it was a mad
dash home through Mungindi to Surat, fol-lowed
by Clermont. The van park manager was highly
entertained watching me alight from my beast.
`What’s so funny?’ I asked when I went into reception.
“You” he said between fits of laughter
“I’ve never seen anything so hysterical”
`Well let’s see how good you’d be after three hours
straight in the saddle”.
I do have to admit my sliding off the seat to planet
earth is rather awkward at the end of the day!
That last leg to home is always filled with excitement,
a month in a variety of beds takes its toll. Charters
Towers to home is just an hour, clouds were forming.

“No…I’ll be right. A bit of water won’t hurt.”
Thoroughly drenched, we drove into the driveway
with the biggest smiles and already thinking up our
next adventure, but not before we weed the garden.
This year’s trek to Tassie was our third AGM, and like
the others it was a blast getting there and returning
home, we did 8070kms in the round trip. Every
kilometrewas amaz-ing, we met a whole bunch of
wonderfully obsessive people all with the same mania…bikes. What’s not to like, I ask? At the AGM we
found everyone friendly,courteous and helpful. The
sign-on was particularly efficient and day parking at
the venue was very conveniently placed. The tucker
was pretty good, I scored a pair of bargain priced
boots and hubby Tim is sporting a flash new Ulysses
belt. We test rode some bikes which is al-ways scary
for me as I am impulsive! At least I came home with
the same one I left home with, bike as well.
Thanks to all the people who make it happen, a
mighty effort. Much appreciated and I guess we’ll see
you all again at Port Macquarie!

Kerry Parke # 62927 and
Tim Parke # 62928

“Do you want to put your wet weather gear on?” Tim
asked
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Airbagged
personal
protection

Wayne also discovered that protection has reached
another level with airbags built into vests and jackets.
Based on technology first developed in France in 2002,
over 85,000 Helite Airvests and jackets have been sold to
motorcyclists, microflight pilots and horse riders. They
are popular in Europe, USA and the UK and are now
available in Australia.

July 31st 2015 was an important date for Wayne
McDonald, it was the day he got serious about
motorcycle safety.

The airbag vest is worn outside your usual jacket and is
`tethered’ to the bike with a click-together cable. If the
rider and bike part company, the Airvest is inflated by
a C02 cartridge in just 100 milliseconds, offering much
greater protection to the body. There are also tourng
jackets with the airbag built into it. For the fashion
conscious, the vests come in high viz or black.

It seemed like any other day, as he recalls; “I was on a
ride through the Adelaide Hills with a mate when he
came off at about 60 kmh,” said Wayne. “In terms of
accidents, this was minor, a simple get-off. He and I
were both surprised to learn as the day unfolded that he
had two broken ribs, a broken shoulder in two places
that required surgery and a punctured lung.
“It took him six months to fully recuperate and he has
since sold his bike and given up motorcycling. It was
this ‘minor’ come-off that got me exploring what we as
motorcyclists can do to make our passion as safe as we
can.”
A motorcyclist for over 40 years, Wayne already knew
the importance of wearing the correct protective
clothing, a message many have still not heard. “If you
think the correct gear is bulky or uncomfortable, you
only have to slide down the road once to change your
mind,” he said.
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Wayne was so impressed, he has become the first
Australian distributor of Helite motorcycle airbag gear.
He believes that if his friend had been wearing an
AirVest he would not have sustained the serious injuries
that he did. “Remember, he didn’t have a scratch on
him because he had all the usual gear on,” said Wayne.
“Yet his internal organs and skeletal structure remained
vulnerable without the protection offered by an AirVest.”

Further details may be found at
www.motosmart.com.au or on
Facebook at Facebook.com/MotoSmartOz
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The $6M Guys!!
IT all started back in October 2013, with a call for help.
HOGWest contacted Ulysses Fremantle Branch, with
a request for help with marshalling on the SunSuper
Ride To Conquer Cancer, a weekend charity event.
They had enough volunteers to cover Saturday, but
Sunday was looking risky until, with very little notice,
26 Ulysseans rolled up and saved the day. They’ve
been involved in that event in the same capacity ever
since. (A note to eastern states readers; never refer to
the port city of Fremantle as “a suburb of Perth” – they
get testy about that!)
Roll forward to early 2014, when the Branch was
approached directly to assist in the inaugural “The
Weekend To End Women’s Cancers” TM. They helped
845 walkers safely navigate two 30km courses over two
days to raise $2.2M – not bad for an inaugural event! In
2015, 40 members and friends participated resulting in
$1.8M and this year, on April 2nd and 3rd, 38 members
and friends on 31 vehicles (bikes, trikes, bicycles and
a car!) assisted 752 walkers to raise a record $2.3M,
bringing the total raised since the inception to a very
healthy $6.3M.
All funds raised go to the Harry Perkins Institute of
Medical Research and are used for research into cures
for women’s cancers.
The walkers, mainly women, come from all walks of
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life and many have their own stories to tell of either
surviving this dreadful disease or having a close
encounter with cancer within their own families. Some
walkers participate in remembrance of their departed
loved one. No matter their personal reason, they are all
an inspiration and we felt honoured to be able to assist
in such a worthy cause, as well as humbled by the level
of appreciation they have expressed to us.
Because the event often clashes with the Club’s AGM
some members who would help cannot and we are
therefore very grateful for the assistance given to us by
friends from WA Women Motorcycle Riders and Perth
Street Bikes as well as general riders who have heard
about what we do and want to be involved. Some of
our help comes from other branches north and south
of Perth and because of a 5:00am start each day some
rise at 3:00am – now that’s commitment which we truly
appreciate.
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On the second year, we decided that we would engage
with the fun spirit of the event and adopt a specific
theme. The event colours are pink and purple, so we
decided to dress up both our bikes and ourselves. Well,
I’m happy to report we pushed the boat out and repeated
the effort to an even greater extent this year. When the
organisers asked us what our theme would be this year,
they were told “to look as ridiculous as possible in pink
and purple”! Job done!
Ron Spencer
#53780
Organiser and webmaster, Fremantle Branch
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Avduro Pannierz
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Joey

Boomer

The Joey is quick & easy 60 second setup with
a queen size bed. The Boomer is easy to setup,
with both annexes it is a roomy 5830mm x

Now proudly made for Andy Strapz®

two
finger

Get your hands in some.

single
finger

3300mm and very comfortable, light weight.
Made for motorbikes or small cars.
Many extra options available.

Phone Ray 0429 890 830
email acrossozcampers@telstra.com
www.acrossozcampers.com
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AN adventure with Suzuki’s
V-Strom 650 XT
by Bruce Hunt # 64770
I was intrigued when I had
the opportunity to test the new
Suzuki V-Strom 650 XT for
Riding On.

Many of our club members ride the
V-Strom and I presumed there must be
something to this bike as it seemed to
be so popular. With my considerable
experience on several other makes of this
style of bike, I took on the challenge with
great excitement. To my delight, Suzuki
Australia delivered the bike to my door for
me to test over the coming three days and
then review for you, our readers.
So what’s new on this model? In comparison with
the standard V-Strom, we see a slightly modified front
cowl and headlight treatment, with a beak, a stylish
(albeit plastic) sump and filter guard, crash-protection
bars and plastic handguards (all standard) and some
clever tubeless wire-spoked wheels.
On these, the spokes are threaded
through a raised central flange in
the rim to allow tubeless tyres
to be fitted, as is the standard
on the more expensive bikes of
this type. This new look is more
aligned with adventure than the standard fare,
hoping to appeal to the adventurous side in all of us.
Overall fit and finish on the bike is good quality for the
money, but the small gauge steel handlebars and fake
carbon fibre panels have an unfortunately cheap feel.
My first impressions were how relatively small and
light this bike is, compared with some of the other
adventure bikes available, but also comfortable and
spacious at the same time (though my impression was
that foot peg to seat relationship was a bit tight for the
taller riders). A big plus for this bike was that the single
seat was good for long days in the saddle and
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with a 835mm
reach to the ground it
doesn’t feel too tall and inspires
confidence in tight manoeuvring
situations. The screen is adjustable to three
positions and offers good wind protection, and the little
v-twin has a nice linear delivery of power to move you
along. The instrument cluster provides all the necessary
information with a simple layout that is
easy to read at a glance.
I felt comfortable on the Suzuki as soon as I pulled
out of the driveway and started my journey to Mt
Disappointment where I could test the “adventure” side
of the bike. Dodging the morning peak hour traffic was
no problem with a very light clutch and neutral steering,
lane filtering is a breeze as the bike is very stable at low
speed, just watch those hand guards on the car mirrors as
you pass by.
My aim was to do some commuting and dirt riding
for the day. With the commute along Plenty Road the
traffic was stop start, and the V-Strom handled this

BY BRUCE HUNT # 64770

impressively well. It pulled smoothly from 2000 rpm,
allowing me to take advantage of the v-twin’s smooth
torque and keep the gear changes to a minimum. I did
notice that the throttle was a bit snatchy off the closed
position, but that was easily overcome by just being a
little less impatient to get out of the rat race! With the
commute now over and the 100k zone approaching it
was time to give the Wee-Strom its legs and see how
it handled the legal speed limits.
Cruising at legal speeds was a piece
of cake (this bike is so relaxed you might
forget it’s only a 650), overtaking slower moving
traffic was just a twist of the throttle and go - no
need to downshift unless you are in a real hurry.
Power delivery is so linear and the EFI so balanced
at road speeds it made for one relaxed ride. The few
roundabouts encountered were easily negotiated in
sixth gear, again, no need to shuffle the
gears, and the bike pulled smoothly
away on the exit - a real surprise for
a V-Twin.

The smooth power delivery worked perfectly
off-road, and in my experience, there was no need for
a traction control system. With such a smooth motor,
I was hard pressed to get the rear tire to break loose on
acceleration. on the forestry roads the bike impressed
with its manners, the smooth acceleration and light
handling meant it tackled the terrain with no fuss.
Standing for taller riders maybe a bit uncomfortable as
the foot peg to bar ratio is quite cramped for off-road
riders, but the average height rider will feel right at
home with these ergonomics.
The suspension has the travel and suppleness to
ride straight over most bumps. It’s not hard core
sporty or off-road but it’s respectably well-damped,
absorbing bad surfaces without over-reacting to them.

Hitting the dirt at Upper Plenty
to make my way up to Mt
Disappointment,
I had to remember that
this bike is fitted with
Bridgestone “Dual
Sport” tyres, although
the 19-inch front
wheel offered
enough traction to
feel comfortable
on graded
roads.
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My second day on the bike, I took in
the country road sights and made my
way to Kyneton via all the back roads
I could find. It was a chilly morning
with the on-board temperature gauge
showing just 14 degrees as I made my
way to Woodend. The screen and handguards did a good job of keeping the
wind chill off my upper body and hands,
that made my ride more comfortable.
This bike continued to impress me with
its versatility, coping with the uneven road
surfaces, twisty roads, and long straights - it
was a real delight to ride. I think this bike
is growing on me and I would be happy to
tour the countryside on one, this is a real go
anywhere bike, comfortable in traffic, dirt and
highway touring.
The third day was a ride with the club from
Whittlesea to Noojee via every twisty (albeit bitumen)
road known to man so this was an opportunity to test
the sporting prowess of this little V-Strom. Again I was
impressed by its all round performance, the brakes did a
great job of pulling up and brushing off some speed with little
fork dive. It soaked up the bumps and carved the nice sweeping
corners with precision, once committed stayed on line. Handle
bar input was light, and one has the ability to change line mid
corner with easy input from the rider.
It does however reach its limitations when pushed hard in
the tight stuff, the suspension is a bit soft and the acceleration
out of corners is mild, which necessitated keeping up the mid
corner speed. That pushed those dual sport tyres to the limit,
but then, this is not a sports bike, I doubt most people will want
to carve up the roads on it.
However, I would feel confident to take this bike
on any graded dirt road in the country, it is an ideal entry level
mid-sized adventure bike that won’t break the bank.
V-Strom 650 XT is definitely an affordable,
“go anywhere” bike from city commuting and
highway touring, to off-road adventuring - a real
world motorcycle with the ability to cope with
almost all conditions.

pros

Good fuel economy
A great motor
Light weigt
Easy ride
Comfortable seat
Light clutch
Good wind protection

cons

specifications

• ENGINE: 645 cc, 4-stroke, liquid-cooled, DOHC, 90° V-Twin
• STARTER: Electric
• Transmission: Six-speed, constant mesh
• FINAL DRIVE: Chain, DID525V8, 118 links
• FRONT SUSPENSION: 43mm telescopic forks with adjustable
spring preload
• Rear Suspension: Link type, with adjustable rebound and
spring preload
• Front Brakes: Tokico twin-piston calipers, dual floating
310mm discs, ABS
• Rear Brakes: Nissin single-piston caliper, 260mm disc, ABS
• Front Tyre: 110/80R19M/C 59H, tubeless
• Rear Tyre: 150/70R17M/C 69H, tubeless
• Fuel Tank Capacity: 20 litres
• Colours: Metallic matt grey, candy red, metallic silver
• Length: 2290 mm (90.2 in)
• Width: 835 mm (32.9 in)
• Wheelbase: 1560 mm (61.4 in)
• Ground Clearance: 175 mm (6.9 in)
• Seat Height: 835 mm (32.9 in)
• Curb Weight: 215 kg (473.9 lbs)
• Warranty: Two years, unlimited kms

Seat relationship to
foot pegs is cramped.
Snatchy off closed
throttle.

IN our autumn edition, we featured a ride report on the Victory Vision, a big bike that impressed our
reviewer. Unfortunately, we neglected to identify just who that reviewer was.
Getting it right this time, we can tell you that the Victory Vision was ridden and tested by Scott
Lawrence # 60575.
RIDING ON

50

Only 8
places
left!
RIDE FOR
LONGER

Perth to Broome via central
Western Australia

NATURAL
COMFORT

3 - 12 September 2016
A serious fundraising adventure - 3500km on a honda
ct110 postie bike, remote country, small towns, bitumen,
dirt, corrugations, and bulldust make this a great adventure.
Not a race, nor a tour, it is a challenge and a whole lot of
fun!

HAND-MADE
IN AUSTRALIA
• Custom-fit guaranteed
• Prompt mail order service
• Warm in winter, cool in summer

CALL NOW! This is our most popular event.
$5750 (AUD): Incl bike, accomm, meals, fuel, mechanics,
spares, support vehicles.
www.postiebikechallenge.org

Ph. +61 7 3264 7727

• Water-proof covers available

49 Queen Street Berry NSW 2535
Ph 02 4464 2081 Fax 02 4464 3344
info@goodwool.com.au
Member discounts available
10303_goodwool_ad120x90_FA.indd 1

23/01/12 3:34 PM
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After
months
of planning
andT, plus
anticipation,
three
couples
(GayleClub
and
Pat,
Margaret
and
John
Kris
and
I)
from
the
Ulysses
Melbourne branch, met up in Christchurch. - February 2016
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A

fter months of planning and anticipation,
three couples (Gayle and Pat, Margaret and
John T, plus Kris and I) from the Ulysses Club
Melbourne branch, met up in Christchurch.

We picked up our hired bikes (all 650cc Suzuki
V Stroms) at 9.00 am on 16 February from Te
Waipounamu (the Maori name for South Island)
Motor Cycle Tours and were quickly sorted by
Perry Rees.

I had first heard of this company many years ago in
Bike Australia magazine and based on my experiences
this time I would not hesitate to use them again. The
proprietor, John Rains, was very helpful by advising
improvements to the itinerary I had planned and
advising us to book accommodation early. Carolyn, the
office manager, is the editor of the local Ulysses Club
newsletter and they offer a discount to Ulysses members
to boot.
The bikes were far from new, but ideal for the job and we
had no problems at all. They were relatively light and
manoeuvrable, still capable of carrying a pillion easily

and had Givi panniers attached. It was a bit of an issue
for us to remember to lubricate chains, as none of us
usually ride chain-drive bikes. We also hired a support
vehicle (small SUV) as the ladies wanted an option to
avoid being on the back all the time, and that proved to
be a very good thing.
Once packed (the bikes remained light as most of our
gear was in the SUV), we headed west in warm humid
conditions, left the traffic behind and crossed the flat
Canterbury Plains for about an hour. We stopped at a
quirky café in Springfield for refreshment and a chat
on our first impressions. The alps were already clearly
visible ahead of us and the starkness (brown alpine
grasses and lots of rock) of the eastern slopes was quite a
contrast to the Great Divide in Oz.
We continued up into the mountains and the scenery
became more and more spectacular, with lots of loose
shale and rock visible in the alpine gullies. The road
provided great visibility along the flat river valleys, we
crossed many single lane bridges (no problem in the
light traffic) and reached Arthur’s Pass without realising
we had actually been climbing that much. We then

CHRISTCHURCH
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descended and crossed the spectacular Otira Viaduct.
In contrast, the eastern side of the alps is heavily timbered
with rain forest and beech trees. We continued on to
Hokitika, where we stayed the night. Dinner was enjoyed
at a pizza restaurant and Kris and I then took a walk along
the stark beach before turning in.

Then it rained - heavily.
This section of the west coast has an annual rainfall of
about 2.5 metres and we copped about 10% of that in our
ride down to Haast Pass and on to Wanaka.
We stopped for a break at Franz Joseph and discovered
that our waterproof clothing no longer was - waterproof. I
was wet in places I didn’t know I had! Fortunately it was
not cold, but all three ladies were wise enough to be in the
car that day!
In view of the weather, we skipped visiting the glacier,
continued on and climbed the Haast Pass. We took
in some spectacular views and river crossings before
summiting and then rode beside lakes Wanaka and Hawea
to Wanaka. This whole day’s riding provided some great
roads and scenery, but it was simply too wet to get the
cameras out. Where the coast had been a series of wooded
headlands with tight bends interspersed with relatively
barren coastal plains, the alpine lakes provided simply
breathtaking views and scenery.

Tourist alert
Next day we crossed the Crown Range and I found this
section with its alpine grasses and hills to be simply
stunning and a very enjoyable ride before a steep descent
via switchbacks to Arrowtown, which was a lovely
contrast with its old timber buildings. Then, after a brief
stop and chat with the constabulary about visibility, speed
limits plus a warning about erratic foreign tourists not
used to keeping left, it was on to Queenstown. That little
chat prompted Pat to start wearing his hi-vis vest.
A gondola ride up to the truly spectacular views over the
surrounding lake and mountains was accompanied by
a reasonably priced light lunch. The road then took us
south between The Remarkables and Lake Wakatipu, an
easy ride with excellent visibility and great views before
arriving at Te Anau (after a relatively dry day’s riding)
where we stayed two nights. The next day we went to
Milford Sound, but I was the only one silly enough to ride
(my companions wisely chose to travel in the hired SUV).
It was raining heavily by the time I reached Homer
Tunnel, which was on my ‘must do’ list. I got through
quickly and then stopped and took in the many unnamed
water cascades thundering down the mountain sides. It
was simply stunning.
The tunnel is single lane, 1.2 kilometres long and
descends at a rate of 1 in 10, so it was a bit of a challenge
with poor visibility and a wet visor.
On arriving at Milford I took a break while the others took
a boat tour (I had done that previously) and then enjoyed
my ride back again despite the weather. The views along
the wide flat river valleys, with mountains rising steeply
on both sides, really made it a very worthwhile ride.
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A quick Indian
The next day saw us headed south on easy roads with
alpine views of Fiordland National Park to our right, and
then followed the coast to Invercargill, where we visited
Hayes Hardware and took in the great free display of old
cars and bikes, including the World’s Fastest Indian.
On departing, we discovered it had been raining heavily
but luckily that subsided as we headed further east along
the coast. We wended our way through the Catlins Range
with its lovely rolling hills, visited another quirky café,
and came across a wood chopping display. We then
overnighted at Dunedin which, along with its peninsula,
would have been worth more time than we could spare.
On Sunday we headed north along the coast, including
a lovely diversion via Seacliff and Karritane, which
included repeated encounters with a small rural train,
before stopping for a delightful lunch at the highly
recommended Fleur’s Place on the waterfront in
Moeraki.
Eventually tearing ourselves away, we headed north a bit
before turning inland again, followed the Waitiki River

valley and climbed into sierra-type dry countryside
towards the alps. Turning north again, we enjoyed easy
riding on open roads past some incredibly blue alpine
lakes and got clear views to Mt Cook, even though it
was still over 70 km to our west, before stopping at Lake
Tekapo for the night.
On Monday we rode north along mildly winding
roads, some flat coastal plains and then some lovely
countryside for the last 30 km and another spectacular
gorge and bridge to Hanmer Springs, where we enjoyed
spas and our last night on the road. We also got to chat
with three Malaysian guys at our accommodation, who
were also riding hire bikes from a different company,
which helped confirm we had got a good deal.
Tuesday, after the enjoyable descent from Hanmer, was a
relatively simple “transport” session, which we broke up
with a visit to the very worthwhile Air Force Museum at
Christchurch.
Then it was stop at our accommodation, unpack and
return the bikes. We then enjoyed some drinks and
snacks, followed by some excellent NZ lamb as a final
meal together to celebrate our trip.
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Pat and Gayle flew out early Wednesday
morning. Margaret, Kris and I then spent
several hours walking around Christchurch
which was both a sobering (earthquake
damage) experience and yet uplifting.
John T decided to rest and took a break
watching the cricket, while I had the joy
of accompanying two women let loose
in shops after a week on the road! That
afternoon we flew home to Melbourne.

Looking back
Kris and I thoroughly enjoyed the trip.
We took out travel insurance which
actually covered motorcycling and
vehicle hire excess (which can be high)
but fortunately it wasn’t needed. Almost
without exception, we found the people
of New Zealand welcoming and friendly.
Riding (on almost exclusively two lane
roads) was a pleasure with relatively light
traffic, once away from towns, and people
were courteous and used common sense
in allowing others to pass (as repeatedly
suggested by road signs) and when crossing
the many single lane bridges.
Even in the spectacular alpine areas of the
south island roads were generally “open”
and provided good vision ahead through
bends. Foreign tourists not used to driving
on the left certainly can be a danger and I
was aware of two incidents (e.g not looking
right when entering a roundabout) which
could have caused collisions.
There is still a significant part of the
south island we didn’t manage, including
the north-west coast and Lewis Pass for
example. Bikes are more expensive to
hire than cars but not over the top for a
relatively short riding trip and give a great
experience well worth the expenditure.
February is a high demand month for
accommodation. We saw “No Vacancy”
almost everywhere and we were glad
we had followed John Rains’ advice and
pre-booked our accommodation well in
advance. The only problem with doing that
is the lack of flexibility in daily travel. So
a word of advice from me if planning such
a trip - do not try to do too much each day
and do not plan to ride too far. Take the
time to enjoy things and events along the
way. It is the unexpected and unplanned
things which add heaps to any travel
experience.
Finally to Gayle and Pat plus Margaret and
John - thanks for making it such a great
road trip, holiday and experience.
#5048 John Cook.
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Armaxion

Vigleco

Imatra

GORE-TEX PRO 3-LAYER LAMINATE
JACKET & TROUSERS

WATERPROOF
THERMO GLOVES

WATERPROOF
THERMO GLOVES

High performance motorcycling outfits and accessories

sales@innotesco.com.au • Tel. 0414 814194• Shop online at www.innotesco.com.au

Ride on in at Tambar Springs Royal Hotel
Accommodation—Home cooked meals—Country Hospitality
ATM—EFTPOS—Swimming pool—Pool table—Jukebox—Raffles
Off road Parking— Private party catering
TAMBAR SPRINGS, NSW PH. 02 67442396
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C

ountry Music Week is the big annual event for
Tamworth, NSW, and this year Tamworth Ulysses
branch entered a float in a highlight of the week.

We had to leave room for our country music star in local
fellow Tom Maxwell, who with his guitar would be
singing as we proceeded along Peel St.

The Country Music Cavalcade is a procession through
the main street (Peel St) of Tamworth to mark the end
of Country Music Week. This procession is a colourful
event that features many country music stars and
attracts thousands of festival fans along the route. Local
businesses and services utilise this as a promotional
opportunity.

On the day we arrived in Peel St at our allocated
position, put the final touches to our float and waited for
our time slot - we were number 37 of 100-odd displays.

Tamworth Ulysses branch was approached with the idea
of entering a float so Trena Bennett organised the loan of
truck and driver from Tamex (thanks Dave McCoy). We
all got busy with ideas on how to dress the float and the
best way to promote Ulysses as a social motorcycle club
for all over 40s, both men and women with all types of
bikes.
A camping theme was agreed on so we set to work on
the Friday evening before the Cavalcade with preparing
our float. We had one motor scooter, one sports bike,
one spyder, a camper trailer and camp furniture, and of
course some hay.

Our float was led down Peel St by branch president
Richard Procter, riding his Goldwing side car with a
2TM radio announcer on board, delivering live crosses to
the station.
They were followed by four more bikes, one with a
country music queen entrant as pillion. Then came the
float with Tom Maxwell singing and some of our female
members yahooing and dancing.
Following the float we had another four bikes, and all
bikes were decked out with Ulysses flags etc.
We made it all the way through the procession just
before the rain, all agreed it was a great experience and
we are now planning for next year’s Country Music
Cavalcade.

We all got busy with ideas on how to dress the float and the best
way to promote Ulysses as a social motorcycle club for all over
40s, both men and women with all types of bikes.
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T

he inaugural Baldivis One Dayer Black Dog
ride was organised by the Warnbro Sound
Wanderers branch recently, and it was a
resounding success, with 200 participants
from all over the metro area.

The ride started from Master Baldivis,
where participants enjoyed a bacon & egg roll, before
a leisurely ride through the back roads south of
Rockingham and then heading up the Darling Scarp to
Dwellingup.
Dwellingup Primary School joined forces with the RSL
to prepare lunch for the riders and their pillions. Bikes
were parked on the school oval, and riders made good
use of the school undercover area, to shelter from the
sun.
Of course, there is always the chance of the unexpected,
as the ride went through rural areas, and the procession

was briefly halted while a straying steer wandered across
the road it no doubt thought it owned.
We would like to thank Masters and Shannons for
sponsoring the breakfast, and the local motorcycle
dealers for their generous support by providing raffle
prizes for the event. We would also like to thank
everyone who rode with us. Together we were successful
in raising awareness of depression and suicide
prevention, and raising funds for local mental health
services.
Anyone suffering from depression, or knows of anyone
suffering depression, should ring Lifeline on 131114.
Lifeline is one of the major beneficiaries of the Black Dog
Ride.
Chris Glover
#25012
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This would ultimately lead to their demise, as their products
were also much more costly than the equivalent Honda or
Yamaha by a large degree. A 175 cost in the vicinity of AUS
$850 while the equivalent Yamaha CS180 cost AUS $600.

“I see by the badge on the tank that it is a BS,
right, straight from the cow paddock then!”
Ha ha, I have heard this all before.
No, it is a Bridgestone 175, which was
probably the pinnacle of early two stroke
motorcycle design from the land of the Rising
Sun in the 1960s.
Bridgestone Motor Company made their
exotic motorcycles from around 1964 until
closing their motorcycle division in the early
70s, and yes, this was the same company that
now makes Bridgestone tyres.
They concentrated on smaller designs, to
satisfy the demand for commuter style
bikes wanted by the local Japanese
and the American markets for easy to
ride machines for the masses. Their
machines were made to a very high
standard, much higher than the big
four more established Japanese
manufacturers.
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Another popular opinion as to why Bridgestone motorcycles
disappeared was the furphy that they were given the
ultimatum by the Big Four to stop making motorcycles or they
would stop buying tyres from Bridgestone. I prefer the first
story.
Very few Bridgestone bikes ever made it to Australia and the
UK, the main market being in the USA, where a strong dealer
network was administered by Rockwell Motors in Illinois.
My Bridgestone is the now rare 175cc model. Bridgestone
also made a 350 which is rarer still and highly sought after
by collectors around the world – I am still looking for one!!
The 175 is virtually a smaller version of the 350, with similar
features. For example, they both have identical front brakes
and wheels.

I purchased the bike from Melbourne via the dreaming
publication Just Bikes. It was all there but the crankcase
seals were stuffed, the bain of old two-strokes that have
been sitting around for years. Those rare-as-hens’ teeth
seals were finally sourced out of New York - thank God
for the Internet, the greatest invention to help old bike
restorers.

Secret bike business
I rode it around for a few years but the Bridgy always
drew a lot of attention, so I decided that a full restoration
was warranted and 6 months later there it was in all its
glory. The cost of restoration is my secret, but my wife
was told that it is all part of my superannuation and that
she will always get the money back on my demise.
Most Bridgestones have quite unique motors using the
rotary valve induction system to great effect. The engine
is packed with little items that delight the technically
inclined, it was the first mass produced two-stroke twin
to have phenolic self-lubricating rotary-disc inlet valves.

in a sealed chamber, which is connected via tube to a
fine air filtration system. The carburettors stick out from
the engine cases on both sides, looking very similar to
‘twin turbos’ to gullible observers and making the engine
fairly wide for a 175.
The resultant power and torque developed was
outstanding, racers using a slightly developed 175 motor
could quite successfully acquit themselves well against
250cc bikes on the race track.

No messy mixing
Automatic oil injection was standard and made
the messy job of mixing the oil and petrol an
unnecessary one. Other notable features
include twin leading shoe front
brakes, reversible controls to
satisfy the left or right
gear shift countries,
lots of triple

By using these devices, an engine designer can get
much closer tolerances on the opening and closing
of points needed for the intake period. As a
result, the power range will always be
a bit wider for any given level of
output. Each carburettor is
housed

chroming and the use of stainless steel front guards.
A well set up twin leading shoe brake can be just
as effective as a more modern disc brake set up.
You even got both a centre stand and a side stand,
something rare on today’s models. The main colours
used were a candy apple red used by nearly all
Japanese manufacturers of the day, with a few gold
and blue colours thrown in on later models.

The
engine
casings
are
made
of
high
quality
fine
grained
alloy
and the
motorforcanany
come
apart
quickly
necessary
repairs,
which
will be rarely
needed.

The engine casings are made of high quality fine
grained alloy and the motor can come apart quickly
for any necessary repairs, which will be rarely
needed. The cylinders too are made of aluminium
alloy with chrome bores, making the motor virtually
seize proof as both pistons and liners expand with
heat at the same rate. The cylinders also ‘cool’ very
quickly making for a long life motor.
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Nothing is ever perfect of course, and one other technical
‘innovation’ must be mentioned. The bike has a two
stage transmission that was unique to the Bridgestone
175. With the flip of an external lever, you could have a
4 speed “rotary shift’ in which neutral was at the bottom
and the gears could be selected endlessly by raising the
gear lever. Once in fourth, the next gear selected was
neutral, followed by first.
Oh Boy – hitting first gear at 50 mph was not healthy for
motor or rider. Turning the lever the other way selected
a normal 5 gear shift pattern (five up) with no heart
in the mouth effects. Needless to say, this crazy idea
didn’t last long in the 175 model range – what were they
thinking?? My suicide lever is always locked into the
‘five gear’ position.
What really counts
Enough of this technical stuff, the real delight is in
actually riding this little buzz bomb.
It did not come with a tachometer to show RPM and
really does not need one. It is ridden flat out in each
gear, with gear changes made when things go flat and
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progress slows, pretty much the technique required with
all small two-strokes of the era. Maximum safe revs are
at 8,000 with maximum torque coming in at 7,500.
At least I don’t have to worry too much about losing
demerit points and my pocket money for the month –
just one great advantage of riding old classic bikes.
Starting is a breeze with the low compression ratio, the
motor can be turned over using your little finger on the
kick start lever, something to remember when I am 90!
Petrol on, choke lever to maximum – a temporary but
dense smoke screen is always ensured, the wife rushing
to shut the lounge window with suitable disparaging
remarks in a high pitched voice. Note to myself: next
time I must start the bike in the street!
A quick warm up and we are away, the bike pulling
willingly up the steep hill from our abode. Performance
is brisk – hills can be attacked with gusto and a 100
kph ‘touring’ speed easily maintained. Flat out is 130
kph, but that is illegal isn’t it! The seat is butt shocking,
making a ride to Alice Springs out of the question, and
the pillion seat is only suitable for eight year old teddy
bear.

My red baby has won many a Show and Shine
Competition including ‘Best Other Make’ at
the recent Vintage Japanese Motorcycle Club
AGM in Victor Harbor, SA. It is on Historic
Registration and gets out and about on a
regular basis, always invoking fierce debate at
the biker cafes as to whether it is real or not
and what that BS badge on the tank actually
means.
What a pity that Bridgestone is no longer a
manufacturer – we can only wonder what they
might have been producing in 2016.
Neville Gray #3394, LM#13

RIDING ON

63

0 0 2 1 + years

(formerly Ferris Wheels Safaris)

Morrocan magic
Life is a

20 days: Marrakech,
Fes, Atlas, Sahara

daring adventure or nothing at all

JAILBREAK!

Escape to Motorcycling Paradise
3 nights accommodation + Dinners + Rides
only $345pp

►Radiating from Dungog NSW are some of the best motorcycling roads
in the country. At Wangat Lodge we provide the base and the guidance
for your fabulous motorcycling holiday - cheap, comfortable, convivial.
►Just get a dozen riders/bikes together (add pillions if you wish) and
discuss with us your desired dates.
►Four days of rides, choices for all tastes, satisfaction assured!

A l l B a d g e s Q P H _ Ma y 1 1 . p d f

Pa ge

1

4 / 0 5 / 1 1 ,

5 : 0 6

PM

Give Ken a call– 02 49959265

www.wangat.com.au luddite@wangat.com.au
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Twenty years
of disgraceful
behaviour
Central Highlands Branch will celebrate 20 years of growing
old disgracefully, in the Ballarat region of central Victoria,
over the weekend of 15 to 17 July, 2016.
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F

ormed in 1996, the Branch has
pursued the goals of the Ulysses
Club Inc, to forge fellowship among
motorcycle riders in the region and
to present a positive role model of
riders to the regional community.
In pursuing both goals, the Branch
has been very successful. The camaraderie shared
by members draws local riders into the Club, and
the warmth and friendliness of Branch get-togethers
are noted by newcomers. The Branch’s involvement
in running the annual Toy Run is respected by
the regional community and the Branch has been
commended for its good works in this and other
endeavours such as Cops ‘n’ Kids.
The 20th anniversary weekend will consist of
several opportunities for members to get together
and reminisce over a meal, and two short rides will
be included just to ensure all participants remember
why they were attracted to the Club in the first place.
Saturday evening dinner will involve a display of
memorabilia, and founding members will take to the
stage to regale participants with tall tales and true of
the history of the Branch.
On Sunday, the commemorative ride will be an
attempt to recreate the rides of earlier times and
old bikes, old riders and old clothing styles will be
in evidence. Commemorative memorabilia will be
produced and made available to participants. Original
meeting place of the Branch, the Swiss Mountain Inn
at Blampied, has recently been restored and re-opened,
it will feature on the commemorative patch and will be
the venue for Saturday lunch.
To mark the event memorabilia is being collected to
produce a book. Anyone who would like to make
memorabilia available for copying, scanning, recording
or photographing can do so by bringing the material
to the Saturday evening dinner or by arranging for
delivery/pick up before hand by contacting Brad
Mitchell.

Event details and registration forms are available at:
centralhighlands.ulyssesclub.org
For more information, contact:
President: Sharryn Nankervis, 0417 355 326, sharryn.nankervis@gmail.com
Secretary: Brad Mitchell, 0457 573 143, jen_mitchell@bigpond.com
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Members Stories of random acts of kindness
Several Helping Hands

trailer home from the Big Four at Karuah.

While on my recent travels home from Victoria, I
stopped overnight on Thursday and camped for the
night at Karuah Big four caravan park, half way between
Newcastle and Taree.

Jeff and Robin packed up my tent and swag, loaded the
trailer and then placed them in their shed under lock
and key for me. The next step was to arrange transport
for the bike and trailer and thanks to Steve Sylia from
Motorbike Movers who made that task easy for me.

On Good Friday, I suffered a heart attack. Big Four
owners Robin and Jeff, and some guests, arranged for an
ambulance to take me to Newcastle.

From the bottom of my heart I cannot thank the people
who helped me enough, total strangers I might add, they
are Aussie gold.

I was taken to the Calvary Mater Hospital in Newcastle
where Dr Angela Worthington took excellent care of me
and the service in this hospital was second to none. On
Tuesday 29th March I was discharged and flew home
from Newcastle to Rockhampton on Wednesday 30th
March.

All’s well that ends well, I”m back on my feet again and
in a few weeks I will be in the saddle for a few short
rides here on the Capricorn Coast.      

Of course, the next problem was to get my Guzzi and

A big thank you!

After the AGM Event had finished in Launceston, we
continued travelling with some of our branch members
around Tasmania, there is such a lot to see.
Unfortunately, Noel (on a Honda ST1300) felt the front
of the bike unstable, he at first thought it was the strong
winds we had been incurring, then he pulled up on the
side of the freeway,
I jumped off, then our friend pulled up behind and said
the back tyre had gone down.
Inspection revealed that something had gone in and
come straight out again, leaving a hole.

Garry Jacobs   
#45129  
Capricornia Coast

close to their closing time.
They said to bring the bike in, they would wait for us we asked if they had a new tyre to fit - they did, and we
managed to get there just after lunch time.
We noticed that no one else bothered to stop and offer
help, not even a passing police car.
Anyway, the Honda shop staff went out of their way to
help us.
It was better to put a new tyre on for Noel to travel back
home to WA, as he had already received a puncture on
the way over (his first time ever, he reckons, in all his
years riding bikes.)

Standing on the side of the freeway with the wind just
about blowing you over is no fun, but we were more
concerned for the bike.

Those Honda Shop guys were brilliant, stayed open and
put the new tyre on when they could have easily said
they would do it on Monday. They were so helpful, now
that’s good customer service.

Noel got his puncture repair kit out, it was lucky Jamie
was with us to help lift the bike onto the centre stand, it
was too heavy for me to help lift.

A big thank you to Launceston Honda from Noel and
Karen Jones of the Great Southern branch, WA.

Jamie rang the Launceston Honda Shop as we were only
seven kms away (thank goodness), but it was getting

Karen Yvette Jones #56897
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Educating
Edna
Health Warning: Uncontrollable laughter
may cause unexpected bladder pressure

T

his is a true story. Well, most of it is. Only the names
have been changed to protect those of tremulous
disposition.

Edna, in her late thirties, arrived at the first day
of a Level 1 Rider Training course, which I was to
conduct way back in 1989. She was equipped with
old walking boots, a 30 years old (no kidding) tattered
Belstaff jacket, leather gardening gloves and a brand new
bright green day-glow open faced helmet.
Then she declared that she had no car licence, had never
even ridden a push-bike, but was determined to be able
to ride a motorcycle. Fortunately for me the other three
members of the class had all ridden before and, from
memory, were reasonably easy to teach.
Edna was requested to stay back late on both Day One and
Day Two, but after well over six hours of instruction she
was still unable to get past the friction point of moving the
bike, a Tasmanian Transport Department supplied, Honda
XL 100.
We started early on Day Three in an attempt to catch up
and by this time had been through the FINKE system (Fuel,
Ignition, Neutral, Kill switch, Engine start) to the friction
point of moving the bike in low gear seemingly dozens of
times. In the interests of keeping it simple I had, to this
point, abandoned teaching her about brakes.
“Pull in the clutch lever if you want to stop, never mind
about anything else. That can be your panic lever.”
Unconventional, I know, but desperate situations etc, etc.
and anyway, the bike was directed towards a slight incline.
Apart from that, I was developing a nerve rash in my arm
pits.
A few more attempts by the willing Edna had the usual
negative results.
Then, thinking that perhaps I may have been placing
too much emphasis on her to learn the techniques fairly
quickly, a different approach was tried.

Later that day, after performing her first mono ---- she let go
of the “panic lever” after rolling to a stop with the engine
at about 6000 RPM ---- I asked Edna if she would like to
attempt to ride along a level stretch of road for about 20
metres.
“Why yes, I’d love to,” she smiled, squinting through her
coke bottle thick spectacles.
I looked to the heavens for guidance. It started to drizzle.
At this point, gentle reader, my mind was becoming rather
confused with FINKE or was it EFKIN? And I may have
been mumbling expressions of reassurance to myself,
foaming at the mouth a tad and giggling a bit because I
had neglected to remind Edna of the “panic lever” as she
commenced to wobble off on her first solo ride.
It is difficult to run after and catch an XL100 screaming its
lungs out in low gear when wearing full leathers, a back
brace and new riding boots.
To this day, I am still not sure whether the screams were
humanoid or mechanical but Edna, the XL and the screams,
rode off the bitumen track, through some marrum grass,
over a crest and then disappeared out of sight towards the
Derwent River.
Eventually (she told me) she pulled BOTH “panic levers”
and was precipitated to the ground.
Needless to say, only three students passed the course. But,
Edna was philosophical about her failure and in spite of
my emotional plea for her to take up macrame instead of
motorcycling, she told me she was determined to obtain her
bike licence sometime in the future.
About twelve months later whilst walking along Collins
Street I was sure I saw Edna riding towards me on an old
postie bike. Same helmet, same desperate posture. No!
It couldn’t be! An adrenalin surge induced by memories
too painful for conscious recall engulfed me. I ran up the
nearest alley and hid behind some boxes of rubbish.
Where the guttural screams and maniacal laughter of a
lost soul partly dispossessed of sanity came from are yet
to be established, but I awoke from a tormented sleep in a
hospital bed made up with crisp, starched linen sheets. The
bed was in a clean, neat, white painted, sunlit room.
Looking about, I found the bed was surrounded by pleasant
looking young men and women all dressed in white coats.

“ Go through FINKE to the friction point by yourself and I
won’t say a word until you have finished.”

“You’ve had a nasty turn sir,” the one with the whitest coat
said.

Edna thought this was a good idea. Then I stood back and
watched in disbelief as she attempted to come to grips (no
pun intended) with moving the bike forward.

“We found you curled up in a ball on the steps of the Post
Office muttering something about ‘Finky Edna’ over and
over again.

About five minutes had passed and apparently in some
distress, she yelled, “Look at this, the bike won’t move and
I’ve been through FINKE and done everything”.

“What does it mean? You can tell us sir. Try not to cringe
under the sheets like that.
Don’t be afraid, we are here to help you.
Wouldn’t you like to talk about it?”

“No you haven’t. There is something you forgot to do”.
“But look, I’m up to the friction point and it won’t move.”
“Can you here a noise?”
“What noise? Oh, the engine. I didn’t start the engine!”
And that folks, is fair dinkum.
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My muffled reply: “Can I please have a quiet room with
barred windows overlooking the Derwent?
Peter Newman #18674

6 Ainslie Close, Somersby NSW
Ph: 02 4372 1100
For more info give us a ring or email
info@oztrikes.com.au
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Peter Moore, of Geraldton Branch,
with local Ulysseans Lois and Norm
Burney, at the Odyssey site. Note
the drive-in screen at left.

Western Australia has two major events for Ulysseans the June long weekend rally and the September Queen’s
Birthday long weekend Odyssey.
While the June rally is a casual affair, the Odyssey is
always a very full long weekend, and this year promises
to raise the bar.
It will be held at the idyllic seaside town of Port
Denison, a suburb of Dongara in the Shire of Irwin,
60kms south of Geraldton or a pleasant 350 km ride up
the coast from Perth.. Port Denison will host two other
events on the long weekend.
Mid West Show & Shine, which has been packing
them in at Geraldton for ten years, will be held on the
esplanade lawns on the Sunday. Also on Sunday, a little
further along the foreshore, a time trials event will be
run for cars built prior to 1985.
Odyssey will be hosted by two Ulysses branches, at a
place that neither calls home.
Geraldton Branch is the primary host, but despite its
long history Geraldton remains officially “a branch that
is not formally organised” and has no bank account, so
the Warnbro Sound Wanderers are taking care of that
side of things.
Between them the two branches have been able to book
the entire Irwin Recreation Centre, a securely fenced
modern complex with ablution facilities, a grassed oval
perfect for the main site and camping area, a brief stroll
from the foreshore.
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All that exciting action and our annual Odyssey in one
beautiful location.
Registration includes a cloth patch and Saturday night
dinner with live entertainment at the on-site function
centre, and Sunday night will be two motorcycleoriented movies at one of WA’s last drive in theatres,
conveniently located next door to our Recreation Centre
base.
With all that plus a variety of heritage buildings,
museums and tourist shops, this will be an Odyssey to
remember.
Registration forms and details are available from early
June at http://ulysseswa.org/odyssey/index.html
Accommodation at Port Denison includes a hotel,
holiday units, a tourist park and holiday homes, plus
large campsites at the Recreation Centre oval, which will
also have unpowered RV sites.

To book other accommodation, contact
Dongara Port Denison visitor centre:
08 9927 1404 or tourism@irwin.wa.gov.
au and mention Ulysses when booking.
Further information, contact Peter
Moore 0427509067 mooreintimor4@
hotmail.com or Chris Glover 0419919275
compland@dodo.com.au.

B

ack in 2003 Ulysses Club members Brian
Rix #12709 and his wife Shirley HardyRix took what they called a `grown-up
gap-year’.

Leaving work in Melbourne behind for 12
months, they shipped their BMW 1150GS to
England and rode home through Europe, the
Middle East and Asia. This ride took them along
the picturesque Dalmatian coast and through Iran,
Pakistan, India and Nepal.
Since then they’ve ridden more than 170,000
kilometres through 68 countries over six
continents.
When police officer Brian retired In 2011, they
hit the road again, shipping their new R1200GS
to Chile and heading to the bottom of South
America. Once there, they turned around for the
long ride to Prudhoe Bay, the northern-most tip of
North America.
Still eager to travel, rather than sending the bike
home, they flew it to Europe and then South

Africa for more exploration.
Last year they saw a gap in their riding experience
– across Russia. So they were off again, shipping
the BMW to Greece before riding through Eastern
Europe to Scandinavia, making it to the very tip
of Norway.
From Scandinavia their travels took them to
Russia and the ‘stans’ – Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan - leading them along
sections of the old Silk Road and into Siberia.
The Long Way to Vladivostok reads like a
series of ripping yarns as the intrepid pair slog
through snow and ice to sweltering deserts, never
knowing what is around the next bend or how
quickly the road will turn into a goat track. Ever
wondered how difficult it must be to cross a
border into Russia? You might be surprised.
Our daring duo learn to be alert for slow-moving
trucks, and seemingly homicidal drivers who
sweep by at high speed in big black Mercedes
limousines with dark tinted windows.
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GET CAUGHT WITHOUT...
Handy
Neoprene
Storage
Bag

A unique style runs through the book, as
Brian and Shirley alternate in telling the
story from the journals they kept, allowing
the reader to see more than might be the
case with a solo effort. Pillions have their
story too, the entire journey was completed
with Brian at the controls and Shirley on
the rear seat.
Their adventure – 36,300 kms through 18
countries in six months - make a great read
in the comfort of your favourite armchair,
and might trigger your own desire to seek
out roads less travelled.
The Long Way to Vladivostok, along with
their previous books Two for the Road and
Circle to Circle, is available direct from
their website www.aussiesoverland.com.au
or at good bookstores around Australia, and
eBooks are available through Amazon.com.

Lock & Cable
The GearLok is designed to lock your helmet, jacket,
backpack, or any other accessory to your motorcycle.
» 150cm long, 5mm thick plastic coated steel cable
» Re-settable 4 digit combination lock
» Soft silicone cover to protect lock and bike parts
CAN BE USED TO LOCK
helmets/jackets/bags
to your bike!

2

Brian and Shirley are happy to come and
talk about their trips to Ulysses Branches,
they can be contacted through their
website.
Gary Warner
#65262

Also available from all good motorcycle shops
through Pro Accessories.
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By Alyn Vincent #7637

T

here are many types of motorcycle rider; the
Adventure Rider, the Tourer, the Commuter, the
Leisure rider, the Track rider, the Scooter rider
and the Returning Rider.

It is the latter I want to talk about because, after
a long hard think, I want to put it out there where people
can ponder, assimilate, debunk, mock or maybe consider
it.
Many of us were never properly taught how to ride. Our
mates or family showed us what was what, and to pass
the “test” you merely had to stay upright while riding
within a couple of hundred yards of the DMR office or
Police station, doing a U turn, right turn and stopping.
Not much of a test if you are riding a BSA Bantam or
Honda 250!
If you failed then you just kept renewing your learner
permit because there was no limit to the number of
times you renewed OR the size of the bike you rode. That
tended to cull a lot of riders in my day as a learner, I lost
a lot of friends in the 60s and 70s who died while riding.
There are two types of returning riders, those who have
maintained their rider’s licence and those who have not.
The former can go out and buy whatever their hearts and
wallets want, while the latter have to go through the prelearner and pre-provisional courses.

A lot has changed
This is where I come in as a riding instructor. A few,
very few, of those who have maintained their licence
will come in for a private lesson to renew their skills and
rebuild confidence. I take my hat off to them because
they know that a lot has changed in the last 20 to 30
years; not least their reaction times, the power of the
bikes and the amount of traffic on the roads.
They want to get out onto the roads with as much skill
as they can and then rebuild their confidence as they
ride on bikes that have completely different dynamics to
what they last rode.
The former however….. well. I see all the lack of
training, bad habits, resistance to change etc. The prelearner course is an objective, progressive and outcome
based course conducted over two sessions. A major issue
during the course is the returning rider who constantly
says “That is not how I do it”. The problem I have is that
the syllabus clearly states that if the rider cannot or will
not follow directions then that person will fail. There
is a sound and solid reasoning to this, the system that
is taught, by every training centre in NSW and the ACT
(and soon elsewhere), works!
Two feet on the ground when making a U turn can end in
pain and embarrassment, not changing gear properly can
end in pain and embarrassment, not being able to use the
front brake efficiently can end in ……. death.
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Yet when I inform a fifty year old rider that he or she is
teetering on the edge of failure, I often get the obligatory
gobfull.
This is my retirement job. I worked in the primary health
care sector for 40 years and have been riding for longer
than that. I have seen motorcycle injuries that could have
easily been prevented by better skills and better gear. I
have spoken to widows, distraught family members and
friends, and many of these occasions could have been
avoided by better training and better riding gear.

Families torn apart
I actually say to my students that being killed in a
motorcycle accident is NOT the worst that can happen.
This is not the place for examples but rest assured they
tear families apart. A couple of motorcycle training
companies have tried to run “Returning Riders” courses.
They have failed. Why? The arrogance and perceived
superiority of mature maleness takes over. “I have
nothing to learn”, “What can you teach me?” “I have
been riding for X years and am still alive so what can I
learn from you?”.
Well, after all my years of riding I still do advanced
courses as a student because bad habits are easy to come
by. Bad habits are the easy option short cuts. They work
most of the time but not ALL of the time. Go to some
“YouTube” sites and you will see riders using the front
brake in curves, looking at where they do NOT want to
go instead of looking where they WANT to go, not using
a slipping clutch and rear brake when moving off or
manoeuvring. Ongoing training/ coaching is the way to
continue your enjoyment of riding whilst minimising
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embarrassment, injury or worse.
True story: a well known World Superbike rider who
won 43 races was keen to improve his riding. He hired
an Australian to assist in improving his skills. If he was
realistic enough to know that he needed improvement
then what about YOU? Think of us as coaches, those
who know what needs to be done but may never attain
the heights of others. Think of Ivan Lendl’s coach, Ivan
won a bucketload of trophies but who was his coach? Ian
Thorpe? Bernard Tomic? OK, got me there.
Please, think about your spouse/partner/family. Think
about upgrading your skill levels. It really is quite easy
if you want it to be and the riding becomes even more
pleasurable when you know you are always in control
of the situation. It is interesting to note that motorcycle
Highway Patrol officers and motorcycle Paramedics are
required to pass a refresher course when they return
from holidays, extended sick leave or long service leave.
They may have only been away for as little as three
weeks but that is considered long enough to get a bit
“rusty”.
Finally: Can you safely complete a U turn in your street?
Can you safely do an emergency stop from 100km/h?
Can you turn 90º from a standing start? If you don’t
know then you haven’t tried. If you said no then you
need to upskill. Either way, you need to think about
your level of skill and safety because, ultimately, your
safety and your life is totally dependent upon your skill.
Alyn Vincent #7637

O

VER the years I have taken librarians on
motorbikes to visit public libraries and help
market them through the local media. They are
held each November and all are welcome. The tours
are called “Biblio Turismo” and we have a blog by that
name. If you are interested look us up. This is one of
those trips.
DAY ONE THURSDAY
It was early April and daylight saving had ended, the
mornings were cold but the afternoons were a delight on
two wheels in the northern ranges of NSW.
I was the library manager of Gosford at the time and we
hosted breakfast for the mayor and riders, the local press
came to take pictures. Several of us left Gosford and
headed for Maitland Public Library, our first stop. We
headed up the back road through Kulnura then Wollombi
and Cessnock to Maitland. Unfortunately we were stuck
behind a garbage truck for part of the trip and the smell
was obnoxious. On the good side the curves, once you
get down the mountain from Kulnura are fantastic and
the scenery great!
Two more Turistas met us at Maitland and along with
the librarian Keryl kept the mayor entertained and made
sure he got his interview with the local press.
After scones and tea and we were off to Gloucester, the
clouds built up and as we gained altitude it got colder. I
was reminded that it snowed up this way, but the roads
were great and free of traffic.
A stop by the Duke

We were an hour behind schedule but well fed and
enjoying the trip, visiting a different library for morning
and afternoon tea and for lunch. If we talk too much
to the locals we just have to ride faster to our next
appointment, we usually cover about 300kms each day.
Things were about to change. Up until now all bikes
were running well except my Ducati. Every 30 minutes
it seemed to starve of fuel and come to a complete stop.
After several minutes it would start and go perfectly
until it happened all over again. I felt that I could nurse
it to Tamworth and get it fixed there.
The ride out of Gloucester was perfect. Full tank of fuel,
clear road, beautiful mountains, rushing creeks, autumn
leaves, the sound of the Ducati music to my ears as I
accelerated up the mountain, past the flowing creek
across the bridge and then back up the mountain to the
lookout which seems to be very close to the sun.
I was on a mission, to reach Tamworth before nightfall.
No clip-ons in the mud
Halfway up the mountain it began to drizzle, then the
fog set in then it got cold, very cold. Then the road
became slippery and I was down to 20 kmh, I could
hardly see the road. After 50 kms of this I saw the turn
off to Tamworth, a dirt road but I felt it was the shortest
distance and how we had planned to go, so off I went. It
soon turned to mud. Now a Super sport Ducati with clipon handlebars is not much good on a wet tarred road, not
much better on a dry dirt road but absolutely useless on
a muddy road.

Now, modern day Ducatis usually have few mechanical
problems and my 600ss was no exception. It was 13
years old with no breakdowns in its history. So you
would think that once I felt something was wrong I
might stop to fix it, but being the typical male I ignored
it and rode on. It was first encountered as we left
Maitland, a sudden stop as if I had run out of fuel.
Checked the tank, plenty of fuel. After a few seconds the
bike would start again so I was not overly concerned.

This was Yamaha DT250 country. Alas I sold mine 20
years earlier.

At Gloucester Library other librarians met us and there
were now ten bikes ranging from large Beemers to 250cc
Suzukis.

I was out of the dirt and beginning a steep descent
when my machine stopped. Thank goodness the rain
had stopped and the fog had cleared and it was slightly

Later, the other Turistas told me that they saw the dirt
road and then a sign that said “Tamworth 90 kms”. Sh*t,
what has Flores done to us now? It may have been 90
kms but it was only five kms of dirt, as I said, but at the
time I did feel the vibes. Character building Ian said, this
is not a tour for the inexperienced or faint-hearted.
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warmer, and of course the bike was now covered in mud. I
cruised downhill using gravity and attempted a restart as I
had done before. Alas I did not check the fuel so I did not
allow any more air into the fuel tank.
The battery was flat. It was nearly dark. I pushed the
Ducati to the side of the road on a steep decline and the
last rider came by, and as with our rides it’s every man to
himself, he said he would keep my beer cold. Then came
a car which I flagged down and he took me to Tamworth
library. Hard to believe but the driver’s wife was from the
same Mediterranean village that I was from. He toured the
countryside buying up scrap metal from farms then he
would send a truck to collect it and hopefully clean up the
farms while making a few dollars.
Transport needed
We met up at the Public Library and the advice was to get
the bike that night as it might not be there in the morning.
I rang the NRMA and another co-incidence, the phone
operator was in Gosford and knew me.
The tow truck operator asked me to join him in the cab
then asked me where the bike was. `How would I know’ I
said, `somewhere up there’ as I pointed to the mountains.
The driver had heard it all before. “Now did you come from
Gloucester? Was it a dirt road? Right, know where we are
going, shouldn’t be more than 70 kays.”
Back up the mountain to get the bike, driving through the
dark with the truck’s headlights picking out the kangaroos,
owls, rabbits and wombats as they crossed in front of us. We
found the lonely Duke and brought her down the mountain,
delivered to my motel. Total cost for this NRMA retrieval?
Zero. As they say “It pays to belong.”
DAY TWO FRIDAY
Morning saw the crew leave on time and head for Armidale.
After having my problems diagnosed by the bike mechanic
across the road from the motel and fixed, I was off to join
them. The Duke did not miss a beat for the rest of the trip.
Seems there was a bit of dirt in the air line which created a
vacuum in the tank and my battery leads were loose. I even
managed to catch up with the others in time to be in the
group photo for the local paper.
The highway was an easy ride and cars pulled to one side as
I approached at speed from the rear like a man on a mission.
It was still cold, but no wind and blue skies. More morning
tea then on to Dorrigo for lunch. After lunch we were invited
to the local child care centre to ride around their carpark for
their visual pleasure, but by the time we got there they ready
for sleep.
I did manage to go in and read them a story while the others
moved on to Bellingen.

tle red Ducati…

e there was a lit

Once upon a tim

The road down was tight and slow, but the road along the
river to town was a dream. One of the most beautiful drives
in the country with sweeping curves to enjoy. Some even
slowed to 150 to enjoy the scenery and the magnificent road.
Unfortunately Ian did himself some damage by using his foot
to hold up the bike when he stopped, rather than his centre
stand. Ian did not realise how heavy a fully laden Honda
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with pillion is. Lots of Johnny Walker medicine and rest helped ease the
pain.
We were met at Bellingen by the general manager and the deputy mayor
who were very welcoming and gracious and eager to show us plans of their
new library.
Soon we were on to Coffs Harbour to meet the local Ulysses Club group
and to talk with the staff. The library staff had even managed to get a Moto
Guzzi in the library to celebrate out visit, we all had our pictures taken on
it. As it got dark we joined the Friday night commuters to Nambucca Heads.
DAY THREE SATURDAY
A walk around the bay before breakfast and I was ready for a day of hard
riding and meeting more of our colleagues. It was then down the Pacific
Highway heading home. Our first stop was Stuart’s Point, where we met the
librarian who had a library full of customers. After a nice cup of coffee we
were off to Kempsey where we did it all over again.
Two of our more adventurous Turistas headed off for Forster via the Oxley
Highway, a few extra hundred kms at an appropriate speed was needed to
let the Italian and German machines stretch their legs. It’s nice to see men
enjoying themselves on a fast machine and winding roads.
After riding for an hour we turned up at Taree. It is not often I am waved
down by a beautiful woman at the traffic lights and told ”All the women
are waiting for you at the library”. We had a meal fit for a King. There was
a large dog in the library but it was soon taken to the park next door. After
viewing the new library in rented premises, one of the librarians led us to
their latest library on her brand new RS900 Triumph. Great bike but I was
not too sure about the huge RS on the fairing. We then toured down to the
main beach at Forster where we said our goodbyes as we watched dolphins
surf the waves.

It is not often I am
waved down by a
beautiful woman
at the traffic lights
and told ”All the
women are waiting
for you at the
library”.

An hour or two at the motel drinking wine and discussing the days ride
set us up for an evening of wining and dining. Pam’s man turned up with a
smile on his face and a tale of adventure on the Oxley. An accident avoided
by good riding and a great bike.
Chris, the local City Librarian met us at the Thai and seafood restaurant (No
Thai as the cook was away for the night). We all bought a bottle of wine and
ate well. Ian’s leg was either feeling better or else he could no longer feel it
due to his medication that was in the large red bottle on the table.
DAY FOUR SUNDAY
We rose at various times and headed
off to our various destinations. I to the
central coast, and others to Canberra,
Noosa, Ballarat, Sydney, Griffith and
Newcastle.
Ian and I left at 7.30am and although
the ride past the lakes and through the
valleys and across the mountains was
superb, the cold finally numbed my toes
and I was so cold I had to stop to thaw
out. That will teach me to ride too early
in the morning.
Alan A. Flores
#66400
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Ulysses Club
Profile:
Allan Ewer

“Got my permit, from then on a never ending line of
English bikes passed through my hands, it was my hobby
to buy and sell,” Allan said.
1971 saw him ride a BSA 350 single across the Nullarbor,
when the crossing still included 370 miles of dirt from
Ceduna to the WA border.
Deciding to pause at Eucla, Allan first found work at
the Golden Fleece service station (remember Golden
Fleece?).
He then found himself operating a towing service, the
water desalination plant and working as the sheriff, as
there were no police there in 1971.

“Any bike, they’re
all good fun”
Born at Orange, NSW, in 1950, the young Allan’s family
moved about five years later to a farm near Jenolan
Caves.
His education was done by correspondence school,
while he worked in the forest with his father using axe,
chainsaw, snigging and cutting timber.
Allan was moved into Lithgow to complete his
schooling, and it was there that he had his first
motorcycle rides.
“I was 13 years old when I rode my friends’ Villiers auto
bike, and a BSA Bantam,” said Allan, who bought a
bike of his own and learned to ride on fire trails around
Lithgow.

“I celebrated my 21st birthday at Eucla before heading
west to Perth,” said Allan.
“Then I headed north, the road was dirt most of the way,
I worked at Barradale road house with Len Hall and
his family, and then worked the winter season at the
Wyndham meat works.”
Saving his money, he sold the trusty BSA then headed
back to Perth in early November and boarded a ship
bound for the UK. There he met a mate Eddie Hall, built
a Triton, worked on the M23 and at Gatwick Airport,
in-between touring the UK and checking out a few good
races.
1973 saw Allan return to Australia, moving to Dubbo
where he worked at Dalgety’s as a service man. He next
became an ambulance officer at Dubbo, which is head of
the Orana Region Ambulance Service. Courses he had to

“My first bike, I paid 15 pounds ($30) for it, it was an
old racing bike, a MAC 350 Velocette bought from Brian
Matchett. I was too light to kick start it so I parked it on
hills.”
Allan likes keep records, which tell us that within 12
months his ride was a 650 matchless `bought for 10
pound from Mr Halum Res road Lithgow’ and by the
time he was 15 it was a 650 Triumph Thunderbird `1955
model 15 pound off Larry Starr Lithgow’.

Allan Ewer Barradale 1971

RIDING ON

79

complete included supervision in action, prep English
and motor maintenance, which allowed him to work
throughout the region as relief Station Officer
He next moved to Lithgow District Ambulance, leaving
that to become a ganger with the Lithgow City Council
before moving to Queensland.
Allan started the Glasshouse Mountains group in 1992,
and met his wife Gail in early 1993. He shared Gail’s
window tinting business and later worked at a Youth
Detention Centre which was run by Department of

family services and Islander affairs ,changed later to
Corrective Services.
Riding for over 50 years, Allan Ewer has no firm
favourite machine.
“All makes and model bikes, they are all fun,” he said.
“I’m riding a Honda shadow at this time, one other bike
I would like to own one day to see what it’s like would
be a Victory.”
Allan Ewer # 4659

“All
makes
and model
bikes,
they are
all fun,”
he said.

RIDING ON

80

Sunday 30th October 2016
Motorcycle Awareness Week
Cameron Park Main Street
Wellington
Come and catch up with mates!
• Show & Shine • Bike Displays • Stalls • Food • Drinks • Coffee Van
For further enquiries please contact:
Peter - 04 0788 3978
Phil - 04 2863 8880
John - 04 2845 2945

Proceeds go to
Ulysses Club Arthritis
Research Fund
(UCARF)
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MEMBERS
SNAPS

YOUR SHOTS FROM TIME
ON THE ROAD

WE WANT TO SEE YOUR SNAPS!
SEND TO: EDITOR@ULYSSES.ORG,AU
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9th, 10th & 11th September 2016.
This rally is open, you do not need to be a Ulysses
member to attend.

The rally will be held at
COPI HOLLOW
100kms From Broken Hill
Bitumen road to the camp site
10kms to Menindee.
Camp near a fresh water lake with skiing, fishing, & tours.
Plenty of food, ice creams, drinks, ice, & unleaded fuel,
available at the kiosk.
Four (4) days extra camping available before or after the
rally at Rally rates.
Payable at the campsite caretakers office.
Companion dogs must be on a lead at all times.

19th Golden Dragon Rally
30th September – 2nd October 2016
Tarnagulla Recreation Reserve
The tradition continues…..

Only $15 prepaid
($20 at the gate)

Prepaids to; Central Victoria Branch PO
Box 736 Bendigo Central PO 3552 Vic
OR
Direct payment to:
Account name- Central Victoria Ulysses
Group.
BSB: 633000 Acc: 107992083
Enter Ref: GDR plus your surname
Contacts: Tony 0409 411 557
Reg 03 5439 3611

Bon fire and Bands Friday & Saturday nights
Badges for the first 200 & patches $5.00
Raffles and Awards-

www.centralvictoriaulyssesbranch.com

Catering and Liquor license by ‘Lions Club’
Amenities on site, w/showers
TV for AFL followers
NO GLASS & cars parked off camp sites.
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Ridden On

Don Chick #2282
Passing of the Quiet Gentleman.
Don Chick, from Sydney, has “Ridden On”.
Aged 85 when he reached his final destination in January,
Don was a kind and caring gentleman, extremely sociable
and considerate of his mates.
He never quite lived up to our motto of “Growing Old
Disgracefully”, except maybe when, not satisfied with
cruising along, he was regarded by the Sydney Mid-Weekers
as one of the “Destroyers”.
Don was a founding father of the Sydney mid-week rides
that, 20 years later, we continue to enjoy. These `cutlunch and thermos’ riders ravage the countryside weekly
from various departure points around Sydney, as well as
indulging in some multi-day tours (all travelling, of course,
at the posted speed limit.)
Don was a quiet, perceptive guy - you would go out of your
way to help him because he would be unlikely to ask for
help himself.

Yvonne Davids #10299
27/8/1943 - 27/1/2016
Yvonne Davids rode on suddenly on 27 January 2016, after a
battle with cancer.
Joining the Lake Macquarie branch in 2008, Yvonne was a
breath of fresh air, and like a whimsical mischievous pixie
became an instant welcome friend.
Yvonne joined Ulysses Club with her husband Geoff in
March 1996. She was involved with a number of branches,
before joining Lake Macquarie in early 2008.
She was constantly entertaining and being the life of the
party, with a stream of impish pranks and fun. She lived life
to the full.

Also a keen sailor who built his own yacht, Don encouraged
disabled children and adults to sail via Sailability, and held
long and proud membership (including Life memberships)
of the Pittwater Aquatic Club and Bayview Yacht Racing
Association.
He shared his love of sailing with many other Ulysseans – it
must be that primal need to move fast and get cold and wet.
Our thoughts are with Dawn and the family. We all miss you,
Don.

Yvonne’s popularity and love of life was demonstrated at her
funeral by her family members and friends, with numerous
antidotes and amusing moments to share and remember.
She led an active and full life, very much the wife,
mother, grandmother and Ulyssean who loved dance and
entertaining. With her constant companion Geoff, they
travelled far and wide. She was active in helping with
Branch rides and events, always there to lend a hand.
Yvonne will be missed by many, but will not be forgotten by
any.

Margaret Hogge (Margaret the Colourful)
#9797

Cookie #33284
Lake Macquarie Branch

RIDING ON

84

Ridden On

David Sutherland #23295
11/11/1956 - 27/1/2016

David Sutherland rode on after a long battle with Motor
Neurone Disease on 27 January 2016.
Dave was a long-time Ulysses member who joined on 5 April
2001. He got involved with the Lake Macquarie branch as
a youngster and was immediately a big part of the branch,
participating in every aspect of being a great Ulyssean.
With his constant lifetime partner Sheralyn as pillion,
they travelled far and wide. Dave was always there to get
involved and give a hand with every part of branch life, from
taking charge of the barbecue tongs to leading rides.
Many memorable rides with Dave have often resulted in
stories and humorous antidotes, such as the ride to Ulan,
which met a wall of water on the Mudgee road only metres
from the turn off to the dry pub for lunch. Dave was an
expert in intercom babble with many comments such as “are
we there yet?” and “enjoying the serenity” which always
kept us amused on those long boring sections of some rides.
We still remember Dave on every ride continuing with his
babble.
Dave involved himself in branch life, becoming our
newsletter editor in 2007, and stayed a very active
committee member until the end of 2011. He was always
a hit at branch meetings, making sure we celebrated those
important dates such as birthdays and anniversaries of
members.
Dave’s popularity was evident at his funeral by the number
of family members, friends from all the branches in the area,
and work colleagues. Dave led an active and full life, very
much the father, grandfather and good friend.
He lived life with a mischievous nature, he enjoyed being
part of our family and making everyone laugh.
Dave will be greatly missed by many but will not be
forgotten by any.
Cookie
#33284
Lake Macquarie Branch

Wayne Witchard #62753
3/2/1948 - 11/1/2016
Wayne Witchard was honoured with a cortege of 50
motorcycles following a funeral service in his home town of
Tamworth on Monday January the 18th.
He was an active member of The Tamworth Ulysses branch
and, even with declining health, would always make the
effort to attend our monthly meetings. He was also a life
member of the Christian Motorcycle association. As well,
Wayne was a volunteer at The Power House Motorcycle
Museum and a regular on our local F.M radio Rhema.
People travelled from South Australia, Queensland and
across NSW to attend Wayne’s funeral.
We allYou knew that Wayne would always have a word
to say and a story to tell, but you never knew what bike he
would turn up on, as he changed them so regularly.
His legacy of always being willing to listen, chat and accept
will live on.
It gave us great pleasure to honour Wayne’s memory by
taking his riding jacket and helmet, which we all knew, on
the Ulysses float in the Tamworth Country Music Cavalcade.
RIP Wayne from all of us at the Tamworth Branch.
Richard Procter
#11395
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including two trips around Australia with one of his best
buddies. In 2012 Mick joined the Ulysses Macarthur branch
to ride with another buddy John Sprod, and invested in a
FJR 1300 Yamaha, good for the short twisty rides around
Sydney.

Michael John May #60805
12/01/47 - 14/03/16

A quiet man who loved riding his bike passed away doing
just that.
Mick (as he was known to us), like so many others, migrated
with his parents to Australia from England in 1959 to start a
new life.
At the age of 17 Mick bought his first motorbike, so he could
stop hitchhiking to work and gain his independence. This is
where his love for bikes began. Soon his brother Ken, Mick
and their mates were in the back yard talking, stripping and
reassembling bikes.
Just after Cyclone Tracy, Mick went to Darwin to help with
the rebuild of the city. He was sent over by the CDW for
whom he was a painter. During the work a lot of banter was
going on to boost the morale of the people who were surrounded by total devastation. Having bought a 250 cc Yamaha trail bike, Mick soon had a group of bikers around him
and going for rides, their highlight was to ride on Casuarina
nudist beach for a good stir. After a year Mick went back to
Sydney, riding his bike through the red centre and stopping
to climb Uluru. Back home, a new kind of love blossomed and yes it was a woman called Janette - who became the centrepiece of his life. They married in 1980. Mick also became
a golfer, another passion of his, and became a member of the
Campbelltown Golf Club. He played in some championships
and tournaments with the dream of every golfer: to one day
score a hole in one. He succeded a few years back and was
pleased as punch. Knowing Mick he would have felt six feet
tall (not bad for a shorty!)
With bike riding still in his blood, Mick bought himself a
Harley Fat Boy, taking Janette with him on rides. He joined
the HOGs Blacktown branch in 1997, going on long rides
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It was on a HOGs trip when on the way home, riding with
John and Peter, that Mick’s life was taken. Approaching a set
of traffic lights in Melbourne, John and Peter rode through
but Mick copped the red light. Waiting for the lights to
change, Mick was struck from behind by a car traveling at
speed. As you can imagine, Mick never stood a chance.
Mick was escorted to the chapel by a large cortege of HOG
and Ulysses bikers which stretched for up to 250 metres. At
the chapel the bikes formed a guard of honour, revving their
engines and then shutting them down as the hearse passed
by. In the chapel many beautiful words were spoken by family and friends, then the sound of a Harley starting up and
riding away into the distance marked the moment that Mick
had ridden on.
Mick was as mentioned quiet, but was liked by all, he had
a great sense of humour, liked a good conversation and as
mentioned by his buddy Peter, a real gentleman.
Mick, Rest In Peace.
Gerrit Neef #64351
Macarthur Branch NSW
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Lesley Rutledge #48990
9/11/1967 - 19/3/2016
It is with great sadness that the Kalgoorlie Branch must
advise of the passing of good mate Les.
Tragically, on Saturday 19th March 2016, during a ride from
Kalgoorlie to Esperance with the Black Dog Ride, Les lost
control of his BMW and was fatally injured.
Les was a very popular and respected member of our
Kalgoorlie Branch, someone who was always willing to lend
a hand with the BBQ and organise a ride.
Les rode his bike every week when he was not working as a
truck driver.
Les will be sadly missed by all who knew him, in the
community where he lived and worked for over 30 years
Ride on Les, you were taken too soon.

Ros Freestone-Barks, #65438
2/12/1958 – 6/3/2016
Rosalind Freestone-Barks was a member of Hunter
Coalfields Ulysses, who tragically lost her life in an accident
on her motorcycle on the last day of the AGM Event in
Tasmania, whilst returning from a ride to Cradle Mountain.
A dark cloud fell over Tasmania that day, but since then
every time her name is mentioned a brighter ray of sunshine
shines down on us all.
Loving wife to David, mother to Rachel and Sarah and nanna
to Eliana and Seren.
Ros will be sadly missed by our branch and we express our
deepest sympathy to David and all their family and friends.
Bill Ingall #21507
President, Hunter Coalfields Ulysses branch.

We will never forget you, Mate
Malcolm Pratt
#10347
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In 1986 Peter had a major `off’ on a dirt road between Cobar
and Dubbo, resulting in a broken elbow and other injuries.
He got support from the MRA during his convalescence,
which he really appreciated, and he became a regular visitor
to injured motorcyclists recovering in hospitals.
An early Ulysses member, Peter loved attending Odysseys
and rallies.
In June 1994 he was severely injured in a collision on a
branch ride to Horsham and it took him four years to get
back on a bike, but even when not riding he was a regular at
social events in Melbourne. He was very independent and
we have memories of him arriving at Odysseys after riding
hundreds of kilometres alone because he didn’t want to hold
people up.

“Father” Peter Philferan #5878
21/8/1932 – 26/4/2016

In his latter years he would resort to a combination of
country train, bus and then cadging lifts to get to out of
the way events, he enjoyed the camaraderie of his Ulysses
membership that much. His final Ulysses event was the Mt
Franklin Meet and Greet in March 2016.

Father Peter passed away after a long battle with
deteriorating health and he will be mourned by the many
members who knew him throughout Victoria and beyond.

Peter was a caring, kind, quiet and retiring sort of bloke who
will be sadly missed by all who had the good fortune to have
met him.

Peter had a tough start to life, in an orphanage in the 1930s
and then with St Vincent de Paul at a place he called simply
“The Institution”, with up to 350 other kids until he was
18. Clearly it was not all fond memories, but it says much of
Peter’s character that he went to reunions with fellow former
residents for many years. His local church - Our Lady of
Victory in Camberwell - was a big part of his life, and in his
later years he regularly visited aged people living in care.

RIP Father Peter.

In 2005 he discovered that he had a sister, who was already
deceased by that time, but he met with her daughters and
described it as an emotional time. That family connection
continued until his passing.

John Cook #5048

After completing an apprenticeship he worked in the shoe
trade for about 14 years, while boarding in Camberwell at an
address at which he remained until well after he retired. He
worked as a civilian driver for Victoria Police for many years
and was very proud of that. He also took great pride in the
HD Holden he bought brand new in 1966 and kept until he
moved into `care’ several years ago.
In 1956 Peter started life on two wheels with a 125 cc
Lambretta, and he was a foundation member of the then
White Horse Scooter Club. During the Melbourne Olympics
he was a courier delivering negatives to the Herald
newspaper.
Brands he rode included Heinkel, Maico, an assortment of
Hondas, BMW, Kawasaki and finally his Yamaha Majesty
scooter, on which he put some 65000 km.
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Kevin Paige #507 and John Cook #5048.
Footnote: Of the many people who went out of their way to
visit Pete in his latter years and bring him to social functions
and the like, a special mention must be made of all that
Kevin Paige did for him in recent years.

Ridden On

Stuart James (Stuie) Smith # 39281
10/2/1959 - 13/3/2016
Tamworth NSW
Stuie Smith died suddenly of an apparent heart attack
while riding his beloved Triumph Rocket 3 and sidecar near
Tumbarumba.
Despite being raised in a devoutly Christian family, (his
father was a Uniting Church Minister), Stuie had retained no
religious faith and his private school education only served to
strengthen his dislike of what he termed "class distinction".

Jennifer Louise Peacock # 47459
25/12/1961 – 27/04/2016
Geraldton Ulysses Branch members are mourning the loss of
their very special `Lady Larrikin’ member Jenni, who passed
away in Geraldton Hospital with her family by her side.
Jen battled for four years before she finally succumbed
to cancer but at the end she was in no pain and passed
peacefully.
We first met Jen as she was riding her 250 Kawasaki, she
rode everywhere around Geraldton. Fast and noisy was
what she loved the most. She then moved up to a Suzuki
Boulevard 800cc and she sure put it through its paces.
Funny stories just rolled off her tongue when she was with
her many friends, Jen was not happy unless everyone was
having a great time.
A very humble lady who loved her girls Tanya & Renai, Jen
always rode in a  flanelette shirt.
Jenni’s family requested that the Ulysses Club escort the
hearse taking her on her final journey, and all the riding
members wore flanellette shirts in her honour.
Peter Moore # 47546

His remarkably outgoing and likeable nature saw him
accumulate an amazingly diverse range of friends. He mixed
equally easily with truckies, tradies, policemen, pastors,
farmers, photographers, young and old.
The common link to all of them was motorcycles. From a
very young age, Stuie rode as often and as far as he could. A
collision with a Volvo at age 17 left him with permanent and
worsening injuries to his hip and left leg, but Stuie never once
complained.
When it became too difficult to ride a solo he simply attached
a sidecar and continued. No one is quite sure how many
kms Stuie might have travelled by sidecar but it could easily
exceed 500,000 and possibly the same again on a solo.
In later years he made the annual pilgrimage to the Ulysses
AGM often with wife Chrissy in tow. The longer the ride the
more he enjoyed it.
Stuie's sudden passing was a huge shock to the motorcycling
community of Tamworth and the wider biking fraternity
who knew him. His funeral was a testament to the high
regard in which he was held, with over 100 bikes riding from
crematorium to wake and hundreds of other mourners from
all around the country joining in. One old friend even flew
home from Africa to pay his respects.
Stuie is survived by his wife Chrissy, three sons and 10
grandchildren. RIP
Richard Proctor #11395
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RELUCTANT SALE
Ill health forces me to give up riding and sell my
motorcycle.

VULCAN 2006 LTD CLASSIC.

It’s a good machine, a 1999 Yamaha V Star Custom.
A new windscreen was fitted recently, it has front
crash bars, saddle bags, a tow bar, a passenger
backrest and near-new Avon tyres.

All the chrome you can get, custom seat, pipes
tuned, never thrashed or dropped. A great looking
bike with just 33,000 kms on the clock, it has new
tyres, rego and battery. Only selling due to osteo
in knee. Located at Millmerran near Toowoomba.

Located at Heyfield, Victoria. Asking $5000 ono
I also have numerous items of riding apparel
(including wet gear etc) for sale.

$5500 ono Ph 0400155873
Jonathon N Lewis # 49026

Russell Spring #53501. Phone 0351482123

FOR SALE
For Sale are two Bike Loaders, which make it amazingly
easy to load bikes of any size onto a trailer or flatbed.
See just how easy in this Youtube video;
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3pmdkOL6mAo&feature=player_embedded
Avoid the heat and rain, drive in comfort until you
reach your favourite riding destination, then just unload
and enjoy the ride!
With its winch assisted telescoping ramp, a Bike Loader
makes light work of transporting your bike/s.
Both loaders are in mint condition, asking price is
$2,250 per Bike Loader.
Located at Narangba, Qld 4504. Phone 07 3886 8184
Pam French #33616
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FOR SALE.
Anniversary model 2003 Harley Davidson
Low Rider.
1450cc 20,000klm. Ikon shocks. Vanccen
Hines pipes. Screen& Forward controls.
$12,500. Located at St Marys, NSW. Ph
0413778474.
Member # 9817.

FOR SALE: Cub Kamparoo trailer.
Excellent condition, with extra full room annex and lean-to on
other side. Cargo pod for canvas, features front tray and under bed
boxes. $4,500 ONO
Located Deniliquin NSW.
For more details call 03 5881 7110
Harry Bloomfield # 30491
FOR SALE
Kawasaki looked back to the days of the classics when designing
this 1999 VN1500 Vulcan Drifter. To complete the look, it has been
tastefully rebadged as a classic Indian Chief. First registered in
January 2001, it has had one careful owner and is in immaculate
condition, with a genuine 19,000 kms mileage.
Mechanically it is stock standard, but includes TomTom GPS. It has
just been serviced and the full service history and owners manual
is available. Located in Sydney NSW, it is registered until January
2017. Currently insured for $11,700, the asking price is $9,900.
Contact Mike (member 30575), Phone 0423315415, or email
bighalfix1@bigpond.com

FOR SALE
Corbin Seat for BMW
R1200RT $400 Neg. Also
tank bag $100 and top box,
silver, $200 Located at
Sawtell NSW. (02)66586836
John Howley
Member # 1089

FOR SALE
I wish to sell my two-piece leathers, riding boots and two helmets, as I am 76 years
old and I sold my GTR 1000 last year. I am 172 cms tall and weigh 85 kgs.
My leathers are QUINNE and I bought them in 1986, boots are ALPINE STAR, size 8,
helmets are one small and one large. I have only used all the above for recreational
riding, without crashing at any time.
Asking $1000 or a reasonable offer.
Geoff Akers, Ulysses Member #101
Located South Coast NSW. Phone 02 4227 2068
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

NEW ARRIVALS

NEW Ladies Butterfly Polo
$32.00

New Style Ladies Polo shirt. White with black trim and Ulysses Butterfly design on
top left side. Sizes 8-24 Very small sizes. We recommend ordering larger size or call
office for measurements.

NEW Ladies Butterfly T-Shirt
$25.00

New Style V-Neck Cotton/Poly T-Shirt in Sky Blue Marle colour. Featuring the Ulysses
Butterfly design on the front. Sizes 8-20 Very small sizes. We recommend ordering
larger size or call office for measurements.

LADIES MAGENTA COLOUR SLEEVELESS SHIRTS
$32.50
Ladies V Neck sleeveless polo shirt. Magenta
with embroidered Old Man Logo. Sizes 8-20
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SOFT SHELL BLACK JACKETS LADIES $95.00
Soft Shell Charcoal Jacket. 100% Bonded Polyester Outer. Knit fabric bonded with micro fleece
lining. Wind flap, chin guard and stand up collar.
Ladies 8-10, 12-14, 16-18, 20-22, 24-26

SOFT SHELL BLACK JACKETS MENS $95.00
Soft Shell Charcoal Jacket. 100% Bonded Polyester Outer. Knit fabric bonded with micro fleece
lining. Wind flap, chin guard and stand up collar.
Mens S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 5XL.

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place
your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

STICKER REFLECTIVE
Old Man Logo Sticker Round Reflective
Small 70mm $2.00
Large 190mm $12.00
290mm $13.00
390mm $15.00

PATCH ROUND CANVAS - Black $20.00
Back Patch Round. 25cm.

SPECIAL
PRICE!
PLATE FRAME-TOP DISPLAYCHROME & BLACK.
$9.00
Number Plate Frame - Plastic / Chrome.
The ‘Grow Old Disgracefully’ banner
is displayed at the top. ( Reg size as
per NSW,ACT,QLD,TAS. RTA plate
measurements). 185mm wide x 100mm
high.

NOW ONLY
$5.00
PLATE FRAME ACRYLIC $10.50
Acrylic Plate Cover with clips. (As per
NSW, ACT, SA, QLD, TAS, RTA plate
measurements). Please specify state
size when ordering

PATCH REFLECTIVE $20.00
Back Patch. Round Reflective. 25cm.

PLATE FRAME BLACK- BOTTOM DISPLAY
$9.00
Number Plate Frame-Plastic/
Black. The ‘Grow Old Disgracefully’
banner is displayed at the bottom
(As per NSW, ACT, QLD, TAS. RTA
plate measurements). 185mm
wide x 100mm high (Reg size as
per NSW,ACT,QLD,TAS. RTA plate
measurements). 185mm wide x 100mm

LARGE
FLAG
NOW ONLY
$50.00

PLATE FRAME - CHROME LONG $9.00
Number Plate Frame - Chrome Plastic
- SA - The ‘Grow Old Disgracefully’ banner is displayed at the bottom. 220mm
wide x 100mm high.

FLAGS - Designed for decoration only
Mini aerial flag. 280mm x 215mm
$5.00
Small flag. 720mm x 390mm
$13.00
Large flag.
1800mm x 900mm
$64.00

PLATE FRAME TRAILER / CAR $9.00
Number Plate Frame - Car & Car Trailer
- Black Plastic. The ‘Grow Old Disgracefully’ banner is displayed at the
top. 375mm wide x 135mm high.
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BOTTLE HOLDER – BLACK
$5.00
with base, removable neck
strap, belt loop & velcro
bottle neck seal to keep
your bottle secure. Fits
stubbies and most bottles
up to approx. 600mls
depending on neck size.
14.5cm high, base diameter
7cm, neck holder opening
3.5cm.

BRACES - REG & LARGE $32.00
Braces, black with Old Man Logo.
Reg 85cm stretch to 143cm, Large
101cm stretch to 173cm. Strap width
3.5cm

STUBBY HOLDER - BLACK OR PINK $7.50
Keep your drinks cold with the Ulysses
Club Stubby Holder. Displaying the Old
Man Logo and Bike artwork
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HIP FLASK $26.50
Stainless Steel hip flask with laser
etched Old Man Logo

ULYSSES MUG - Black or Pink
$10.00
Ulysses Mug with Old Man Logo that
appears when you add hot water.

A GREAT GIFT IDEA!

ULYSSES CLUB NECK TIE
$24.00
A stylish way to represent your Club with
this Black Satin Tie featuring the Old Man
Logo.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

FRIDGE MAGNET $2.00
Fridge Magnets, Black with Old Man
Logo 75mm round.

MULTI TOOL (Leatherman Style) $27.00
Ulysses Club Multi Tool with 10
attachments and belt loop.
An essential item for any Handyman or
Lady!

ULYSSES CLUB WATER BOTTLE$9.00
This new 560ml Water Bottle is great to
take on rides. Featuring taste free stainless steel with drinking straw. Strong but
light. 235mm x 70mm.

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place
your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org
COMBO
STICKER & BADGE
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PATCH TOURING $6.00
Members travelling overseas will be
recognised as an Australian Ulysses
member when wearing this logo.
10cm X 9.5cm.

STICKER TOURING $4.00
Touring Logo - Be recognised as an
Australian Ulysses member overseas!
Square sticker
10.5cm x
10.5cm.

TOURING BADGE $5.50
Members travelling overseas will be
recognised as an Australian Ulysses
member when wearing this logo. 28mm
x 28mm x 3mm thick.

SPECIAL
PRICE!
NOW ONLY
$5.00

SPECIAL
PRICE!
NOW ONLY
$35.00

BALLOONS $6.50
Mixed Pack of 10 with Black &
white balloons with the Old Man
Logo printed on them. Available
in AIR or HELIUM packs.

SCARF $14.00
Keep warm in winter with a Ulysses
Club Polar Fleece Scarf.

SUNGLASSES - SMALL OR LARGE $64.95
Ugly Fish brand Multifunctional
sunglasses with riding goggle
attachments. Available in small or
large sizes and can be adjusted to fit
prescription lenses

NEW LOOK
LOOK BELT
BELT BUCKLE
BUCKLE
NEW
$39.50 Ladies
Ladies
$39.50
$42.50 Mens
$42.50Mens
3D Antique
Antique Silver
Silver with
with textured
textured black
black
3D
background.
Small
size
fits
New
Ladies
background. Small size fits New Ladies
leather belt
belt only.
only. Large
Large size
size fits
fits Ulysses
Ulysses
leather
Club men’s
men’s Leather
Leather belt
belt only.
only.
Club

MEN’S BELT- Black & Brown leather
$42.00
Leather Belt with Old Man Logo and
Ulysses printed along belt. Fit’s Men’s
Ulysses Club Buckle
S-34˝ • M-36˝ • L-38˝ • XL-40˝ • 2XL-42˝
3XL-44˝ Avail in Black & Brown.
• 4XL-46˝ • 5XL-48˝ • 6XL-50˝
7XL-52˝ • KING 54˝ Avail in BROWN
ONLY

GLASSES CASE $5.50
Glasses Case - Black gloss, hard plastic
with Old Man Logo on lid.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

LADIES LEATHER BELT
$35.00
Black embossed Leather Belt 30mm width.
Fits new Ladies Belt Buckle
Sizes Sm 34” – 3XL 44”
*Buckle sold separately

TOILETRY BAG - Black $25.50
Ulysses black wet pack toiletry bag. Compact
with lots of compartments and a hook to hang
on the shower door.

NECK WARMER $15.00
Black Polar Fleece with Old Man Logo.

UTILITY ROLLS$12.75
Black wet pack
utility roll. Suitable for
travel toiletries, small
accessories, sewing
kit or to carry your
smaller bike tools,
bits and pieces.
Easily fits pannier, top
box or tank bag. Four
separate zippered
internal pockets with
one large external
pocket. Unrolled
dimensions: 67cm x
28cm. Rolled dimensions: 18cm x 28cm x
2cm thick (empty).

WALLET - Black $8.50
Ulysses black wallet with the Old Man
Logo. Velcro fasteners, lots of card
sections. Stronger stitching and larger
licence holder.

MOBILE PHONE POUCH
$28.50 Sml $34.00 Lge
Keep your Mobile Phone safe in this handy leather
pouch. Comes in two convenient sizes and secures
onto your Ulysses Club Leather Belt.
Sml 145mm x 70mm Lge 175mm x 90mm
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BIKE BADGE - Brass or Pewter $21.00
3D Brass - Bike Badge Metal.
60mm, Round, Light weight.

3D KEYRING $5.00
Rubber Keyring with Old Man Logo.
65mm.

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place
your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

SPECIAL
PRICE!

PRODUCT OF
THE MONTH

NOW ONLY
$25.00

RIDING SHIRT $24.50
Black high neck long sleeve Unisex
Sizes XSml - 4XL

30th ANNIVERSARY CLOTHING
WAS $40.00
30th Anniversary Ladies ¾ Sleeve and
Mens Long Sleeve Shirt with pearl Old
Man Logo. Men’s sizes-Small ONLY

ULYSSES CLUB HEADSOX

SLOPPY JOE $38.00
Fleecy lined with small or large Old Man
Logo Sml-5XL

APRON - One Size $24.50
Black & White Striped Apron with pocket, Ulysses Logo & Word “Disgraceful”.

LADIES POLO SHIRT - Black with White Panels
$29.50
Ladies V-Neck Polo Shirt Black With
White Panels Cool Dry Polyester. Sizes
8-26

LADIES POLO SHIRT - Black Pink Piping
$29.50
Ladies V-Neck Polo Shirt Black With
Pink Piping Cool Dry Polyester. Sizes
8 - 22

$19.00
100% Polyester Microfibre.
Thermal & Humidity
Transfer. Give up to UPF 40+
protection. 12 uses in 1. Warm
in Winter & cool in Summer.
Fast drying and fashionable.

MENS POLO SHIRT - Black with Ash Panels
$29.50
Mens Black & Ash Polo Shirt Cool Dry
Polyester Pocket On Left Chest. Sizes
S - 4XL.
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LAPEL BADGE - Gold or Silver $5.50
Badge Lapel - Silver for ages 40 - 49
and
Gold for age 50+

HELMET LINER
Black, Pink, Red $7.90
Light weight washable cotton helmet
liner with Old Man Logo on each ear.
One Size

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

ULYSSES BOOK - The Ulysses Story
$20.00
Ulysses Story - Book 3 Published 2010
with Addendum.

SPECIAL
PRICE!
NOW ONLY
$2.00

RIDE ON #1 BADGE $5.00
Stephen Dearnley Memorial Lapel .
All proceeds from sales go to UCARF.

FOLD AWAY LEATHER HAT - BLACK &
BROWN
$56.00
Leather Hat with white Old Man Logo. Fold
it up and carry it in a pannier.
Size S(55cm) – 2XL(63cm)
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PATCH ROUND - Leather Look Embroidered
Small. 70mm $6.95
Medium. 100mm $10.00

BUCKET HAT $10.00
Black Bucket hat with white piping and Old
Man Logo. Size S (56cm), M(58cm) L(60cm)

LUGGAGE TAG $2.00
Ulysses Luggage Tag with Old Man
Logo. 105mm x 64mm. A great way to
personalise your luggage

NECK WRAPS- Black $16.00.
With Old Man Logo
At front. One Size.

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or
place your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

SINGLET - Black $20.00
Black cotton with Small Old Man Logo
on left chest. Sizes S - 4XL.

SOCKS - Black With Red Writing $15.00
Ulysses Black Socks. 80% Wool / 20%
Nylon. Pure Wool Inner Cushion and
Nylon Outer. Aust made/Aust Wool.
Word ‘Ulysses’ In Red.
Regular (6-10) & Large (11-14)

SHORT SLEEVE T-SHIRT - Black $19.50
Black SHORT Sleeved Tshirt. Small or
Large Logo
Size S - 4XL.

LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRT - Black $22.00
Black LONG Sleeved Tshirt. Small or
Large Logo Size S - 4XL. Black with
white writing on right sleeve.

REVERSABLE POLAR FLEECE VEST
$40.50
Black reversable vest with Old Man
Logo on polyester side only. 100% Polar Fleece inner, Polyester outer. Sizes
Sml – 3XL

BANDANA - Black $8.00
Ulysses Club Black Bandana,. Ulysses
Embroidered On Front And Old Man
Logo Embroidered On The Back. 62cm
One size fits most.

CAP - Black with white piping $10.00
Black Cap Heavy Brushed Cotton. One
Size.

LADIES CAP - Black/Pink $10.00
Black Cap with Pink Piping. Ulysses
written in a slant across the front and
“Life Begins at 40” in pink embroidery
on back. One Size.

BEANIE - Black $12.00
Beanie Black Knitted With Ulysses
Logo. One Size.

R I D I N G O N 99
RIDING ON 9

Winter gear shop

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

STICKER - MC AWARE $3.50
Motorcycle Aware Driver.

STICKER 3D - Glow $9.00
Ulysses Club Round 70mm Iridescent
Vinyl Sticker with domed top. Glows in the
Dark!

STICKER STRIP $3.50
Sticker Reflective. 5 x 35mm round stickers.

andise
AGM Event Merch
2016 Launceston

2016 EVENT UNISEX RUGBY TOP $48.00
Available in half chest measurements50cm, 53cm, 57cm, 60cm only

2016 EVENT LAPEL
BADGE $5.50

2016 EVENT MENS POLO SHIRT $35.00
Available in half chest measurements52cm, 55cm, 58cm, 61cm only

2016 EVENT LADIES POLO SHIRT $35.00
Available in half chest measurements-45cm,
48cm, 51cm, 60cm, 63cm, 66cm only

2016 EVENT CLOTH
PATCH $13.00

EVENT
STUBBY
20162016
EVENT
STICKER
$4.00
HOLDER $5.00

2016 EVENT CAP $10.00

2016 EVENT STUBBY
HOLDER $5.00

Free Gift with Purchases over $40
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Info About Your Club
Training Rebates
Ulysses Club Inc. offers rebates for Rider Training and
First Aid Courses that are completed with a Registered
Training Organisation. (Conditions apply).
1. Both rebates can be claimed only once within the
three year membership period, to financial members
only (not to those in the “grace period”).
2. Rebates are up to 50% of the amount paid for the
course, up to a maximum of $80 for Rider Training and
$60 for First Aid course. If the 50% rebate is less than
$80 or $60, the difference remains a credit until the
member’s next renewal date, when it is reset at $80 or
$60. Credits do not accumulate.
3. The Rider Training Rebates are only available to
licenced riders attending a road safety and/or skills
based advanced training course. They are not available
for training required to obtain a motorcycle licence.
4. The First Aid rebates are available on completion
of a Senior First Aid certificate or Motorcycle First
Responder endorsement.
5. The rebates are only available to members who
successfully complete the course, not just for the
booking. We are requiring a copy of the certificate
of completion issued by the training provider, plus
evidence of payment by the member (receipt).
6. In the case of block bookings (by groups or Branches),
we are requiring individual copies of completion
certificates or a formal listing on Company letterhead
with confirmation of completion. We will pay each
member directly.

is one and the same therefore voiding the member from
claiming twice).
8. These policies will be reviewed in the light of member
response and the financial health of the club.
Rebate claim forms are available on the National website
under ‘Documents’ once logged in.
Rebates will only be issued if the criterion is met. It is
the members’ responsibility to provide all information
required to the Administration Office. At time of booking
your course, please advise your training organisation
that you require a certificate or letter of completion in
order to claim your rebate from Ulysses Club Inc.
Age and Membership Badges
60 Age / 10, 15 Year Length of Membership Badges
These badges are available from Club Administration for
$5.50 each by phoning 1300 134 123 or
email: administration@ulysses.org.au
Members can purchase these badges upon attaining the
appropriate status and subject to confirmation of records
held.
70 & 80 Age / 20, 25 & 30 Year Length of Membership
Badges
These badges are complimentary upon individual
application and subject to confirmation of records held.
Club Constitution
Download a copy of the Club’s Constitution from the
footer of the National Website www.ulyssesclub.org. or
contact the National Administration Office.

7. All courses must be paid for by the member to be able
to claim the rebate. (If a branch subsidises the course the
member cannot claim the rebate. A Branch and the Club

Three basic principles of the Ulysses Club Inc are:a)

To provide ways in which older motorcyclists can get together for companionship and mutual support;

b)

To show by example that motor cycling can be an enjoyable and practical activity for riders of all ages;

c)

To draw the attention of public and private institutions to the needs and views of older riders.
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Club Contact Listing
Please call your local Branch contact for details on local rides, meetings and events or
visit www.ulyssesclub.org
ACT BRANCHES
CANBERRA BRANCH

Canberra

MICHAEL WINTERS

0412 13 4376

BATHURST BRANCH

Bathurst

GRAHAM REA

0427 58 9983

BLUE MOUNTAINS BRANCH

Katoomba

BOB VAN BUSKIRK

0474 07 7823

BORDER RANGES BRANCH

Lismore, Ballina, Casino, Byron Bay

LES TARRAN

0402 27 9260

BROKEN HILL BRANCH

Broken Hill

DEAN SCHMIDT

0428 35 7378

CENTRAL COAST RIDERS
BRANCH

Gosford, Wyong

TONY SINCLAIR

0408 68 5722

CLARENCE VALLEY BRANCH

Grafton

REG HAMPSON

0408 43 2142

COBB HIGHWAY BRANCH,
DENILIQUIN

Deniliquin

PETER NANKIVELL

0484 117 304

COFFS COAST BRANCH

Coffs Harbour

ANDREW WRIGHT

0400 70 6602

COOTAMUNDRA BRANCH

Cootamundra

BILL TEALE

02 6942 3134

COTTON COUNTRY CRUISERS,
MOREE BRANCH

Moree

ROS ROSE

02 6752 1479

COWRA BRANCH

Cowra

BRIAN NAIRNE

0407 45 3829

DUBBO & WESTERN PLAINS
BRANCH

Dubbo Area

JENNIFER
HUMPHRIES

0417 45 3604

EASTERN CREEK BRANCH

Parramatta -Western Suburbs - Sydney

KEVIN WATERSTON

0415 52 7196

EUROBODALLA BRANCH

Batemans Bay

GRAHAM WELLS

0414 07 9857

FORSTER BRANCH

Forster, Tuncurry

PAUL ANLEZARK

0418 61 2226

GLEN INNES BRANCH

Glen Innes

GEOFF BOURNE

0427 49 6752

GLOUCESTER BRANCH

Gloucester

IAN PARKS

0414 58 2019

GOULBURN NSW BRANCH

Goulburn

JOHN ZYLA

02 4821 8224

GRENFELL BRANCH

Grenfell

DEBBIE STEVENS

0429 43 1434

GUNNEDAH BRANCH

Gunnedah

WARREN COOMBES

0431 72 8591

HAWKESBURY BRANCH

Hawkesbury River

PETER SMITH

0447 19 7983

HILLS BRANCH

Castle Hill, North West Sydney

JOHN GAWTHORNE

0412 01 6189

HORNSBY DISTRICT BRANCH

Hornsby

MEGAN WADEFERRELL

0422 98 3476

HUNTER COALFIELDS BRANCH

Cessnock, Kurri Kurri

BILL INGALL

0427 90 2814

NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCHES
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INVERELL SAPPHIRE CITY
BRANCH

Inverell

PHIL KIMBER

0419 95 6270

LAKE MACQUARIE BRANCH

Lake Macquarie

TONY O’NEILL

0475 06 8882

LITHGOW & DISTRICT BRANCH

Lithgow Area

DARRYLL COOPER

0428 14 0555

MACARTHUR BRANCH

Campbelltown, Camden

MARK SHEPHERD

0403 82 9913

MACLEAY VALLEY BRANCH

Kempsey

STEWART JOHNSTON 02 6561 5198

MANNING VALLEY BRANCH

Taree

LESSLEY THORNTON

0408 46 9141

MIA BRANCH

Leeton, Griffith

NOEL BUCHAN

0427 53 2558

MUDGEE BRANCH

Mudgee

CHERYL AURISCH

0427 72 1419

MYALL LAKES BRANCH

Buladelah

TONY MITCHELL

0417 47 4528

NAMBUCCA VALLEY BRANCH

Nambucca Heads

TODD VERCOE

0438 22 5390

NEPEAN BRANCH

Penrith

STEVEN NEVILLE

0418 22 3720

NEW ENGLAND BUSHRANGERS
BRANCH

Armidale

VINCE COHEN

0412 27 8922

NEWCASTLE LOWER HUNTER
BRANCH

Newcastle, Maitland

DEBRA RELF

0419 35 3755

NORTHERN BEACHES BRANCH

North Sydney metro Beaches

ALAN BATEMAN

0417 68 5246

NORTHERN RIVERS BRANCH

Lismore, Casino, Ballina, Byron Bay

BILL SLADE

0466 57 7524

ORANGE BRANCH

Orange

LEONIE WOOD

0438 54 8041

PORT MACQUARIE MID NORTH
COAST BRANCH

Port Macquarie, Camden Haven,
Wachope

WAYNE RUSSELL

0422 58 1142

PORT STEPHENS BRANCH

Port Stephens

ANNE CROWLEY

0417 68 8569

SAPPHIRE COAST BRANCH

Eden, Merimbula, Bega Area

BRUCE BEARMAN

0417 45 6756

SNOWY MOUNTAINS BRANCH

Cooma

ROWAN BOUCHER

0404 97 6021

SOUTH COAST BRANCH

Nowra

MIKE LEONARD

0421 04 4134

ST. GEORGE SUTHERLAND
BRANCH

St George - Sutherland Sydney
Southern suburbs

KEITH MOYLE

0402 81 0875

SYDNEY BRANCH

Sydney

DIANNE MCCALLUM

0417 27 9482

TAMWORTH & DISTRICTS
BRANCH

Tamworth

RICHARD PROCTER

0429 60 3542

TWEED BORDER BRANCH

Tweed Heads

LINDA NICASTRI

0417 25 9177

UPPER HUNTER BRANCH

Muswellbrook, Singleton

BILL TINDALE

0488 47 1978

WAGGA WAGGA BRANCH

Wagga Wagga

PAT COMBS

0408 42 0766

WOLLONDILLY WANDERERS
BRANCH

Menangle , Mittagong, Bowral

KEN ROOKE

0418 45 5815

WOY WOY PENINSULA BRANCH

Woy Woy - Southern Central Coast

GARRY FUCHS

0439 02 7566

CENTRAL DESERTS BRANCH

Alice Springs

JEFF COLE

0438 51 4397

TOP END BRANCH

Darwin

JOHN ALLWOOD

0410 02 5032

Beenleigh

NOEL CARNEY

0412 35 6229

NORTHERN TERRITORY
BRANCHES

QUEENSLAND BRANCHES
ALBERT VALLEY BRANCH
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BLACKALL RANGE
NAMBOUR BRANCH

Nambour

ROD CLIFFORD

0419 76 0089

BOWEN BRANCH

Bowen

NOEL SLEEMAN

0400 79 1009

BRISBANE BRANCH

Brisbane

SUSANNE
KENYON-WESTON

0438 18 1054

BUNDABERG BRANCH

Bundaberg

NEIL COOK

0409 60 7511

BURDEKIN BRANCH

Ayr - Home Hill

ANN COFFISON

0428 18 0611

BURNETT BRANCH

Kingaroy, Nanango

COLIN PARKER

0418 71 7626

CAIRNS BRANCH

Cairns

MALCOLM MCKASKILL 0438 78 5276

CAPRICORNIA BRANCH

Rockhampton

STEPHEN SAGNOL

07 4933 3142

DARLING DOWNS BRANCH

Toowoomba

NEIL NEEDHAM

0413 70 0437

FRASER COAST BRANCH

Hervey Bay, Maryborough

WENDY ANDREW

0421 83 1934

GATTON BRANCH

Gatton

PAUL HOFFMAN

0403 75 5331

GLADSTONE BRANCH

Gladstone, Biloela

ANDREA SHANKS

0400 60 4026

GLASSHOUSE MOUNTAINS
BRANCH

Caboolture

PAM TOPP

0405 24 5741

GOLD COAST BRANCH

Gold Coast

DAVID HICKS

0428 60 8495

GYMPIE BRANCH

Gympie

PETER PALIS

0435 25 5472

IPSWICH BRANCH

Ipswich

AMANDA PAMENTER

0413 42 0970

LOCKYER BRANCH

Ipswich, Lockyer Valley

IAN WINTER

0409 27 7087

LOGAN CITY BRANCH

Logan

IAN KIRKWOOD

0400 14 3063

MACKAY BRANCH

Mackay

GREG POWER

0437 11 6439

MOUNT ISA BRANCH

Mt Isa

ADMIN OFFICE

1300 134 123

MOUNT LINDESAY BRANCH

Mount Lindesay

DONNA KENT

0414 96 3744

NORTHERN GATEWAY BRANCH

Brisbane Northern Suburbs

JOHN MOORCROFT

0478 81 3668

REDCLIFFE BRANCH

Redcliffe - Brisbane Northern suburbs

SANDRA CARROLL

0407 39 3065

REDLANDS BRANCH

Brisbane South East suburbs

TOM DOOLAN

0417 71 9891

SOMERSET REGION BRANCH

Kilcoy, Esk

KATHY ELLEM

0428 65 5554

STANTHORPE BRANCH

Stanthorpe

TBA

SUNSHINE COAST BRANCH

Maroochydore, Caloundra, Noosa

MARK JONES

0413 20 5490

TOWNSVILLE BRANCH

Townsville

FRANK MCGUIRK

0409 49 8177

TROPIC COAST TOURERS
BRANCH

Innisfail

DON FULLER

0428 88 1571

WARWICK & DISTRICT BRANCH

Warwick

ELAINE WENHAM

0407 93 7199

ADELAIDE BRANCH

Adelaide

KEN WAGNITZ

0417 35 3389

EYRE PENINSULA BRANCH

Port Lincoln

LLOYD PARKER

0428 83 1184

FLEURIEU BRANCH

Fleurieu Peninsula

SUZY TERRY

0457 64 1507

LIMESTONE COAST BRANCH

Mt Gambier

GERARD KROON

0428 35 2838

LOWER MURRAY BRANCH

Murray Bridge

KYM FELS

0417 80 1351

MALLEE BRANCH

Berri, Renmark (Riverland)

SCOTT CROCKETT

0402 50 0037

TORRENS VALLEY BRANCH

Adelaide - North East Suburbs

JOHN HANLAN

0403 31 9008

PERRY ZIMMERMAN

0419 13 4511

SOUTH AUSTRALIA BRANCHES

WHYALLA & DISTRICTS BRANCH Whyalla
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TASMANIA BRANCHES
EAST COAST THYLACINES
BRANCH

Bicheno, St Helens, St Marys

BARRY NELSON

0439 72 2515

HOBART BRANCH

Hobart

BETTY PARSSEY

0407 50 1620

NORTH WEST COAST BRANCH

Smithton, Ulverstone, Devenport

ROBIN SMITH

0419 14 3688

TAMAR TOURERS BRANCH

Launceston

FIEONA PETROHILOS

0407 97 9289

ALBURY - WODONGA BRANCH

Albury-Wodonga

BILL ALLOTT

0417 65 2974

ALPINE RIDERS BRANCH

Bright, Harrietville - North East Victoria LEANNE EGAN

0427 50 1033

BAIRNSDALE DISTRICTS
BRANCH

Bairnsdale

STEPHEN BRAFIELD

0427 79 7888

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS BRANCH

Ballarat

SHARRYN NANKERVIS

0417 35 5326

CENTRAL MURRAY-SWAN HILL
BRANCH

Swan Hill

PETER HOLT

0428 54 9003

CENTRAL VICTORIA BRANCH

Bendigo

TONY ELLIOTT

0409 41 1557

ECHUCA BRANCH

Echuca

PAUL BUTLER

0438 55 1450

GEELONG BRANCH

Geelong

JOHN GRACE

0427 42 9660

GIPPSLAND CENTRAL BRANCH

Traralgon

MARG VAN ROSSUM

0427 22 1973

GOULBURN VALLEY BRANCH

Shepparton

TREVOR FRANKLIN

0430 01 4400

GRAMPIANS BRANCH

Ararat, Horsham, Stawell

JOHN HARKIN

0416 21 4631

GREEN TRIANGLE BRANCH

Portland

LINTON CRAM

0429 93 9420

MACEDON RANGES BRANCH

Gisborne, Woodend

MARK FREESTONE

0437 67 4642

MELBOURNE BRANCH

Melbourne

GREG REES

0416 10 9933

MILDURA BRANCH

Mildura

ROBERT MUNRO

0401 40 9837

MORNINGTON WANDERERS
BRANCH

Mornington, Somerville

PHIL MATTHEWS

0412 53 2227

OTWAY RANGERS BRANCH

Colac, Otway

BRIAN RATCLIFFE

0419 57 2432

SALE & DISTRICT BRANCH

Sale

STEPHEN WALSH

0467 84 7060

SHEARWATERS BRANCH

Cranbourne

JOHN DOBSON

0417 10 2592

SHIPWRECK COAST BRANCH

Warrnambool

BRUCE MORTON

0409 93 3573

SOUTH GIPPSLAND BRANCH

Leongatha, Korumburra

ADMIN OFFICE

1300 134 123

TWO BAYS BRANCH

Rosebud, Mornington Peninsula

KEVIN COOPER

0428 53 4346

WESTGATE WANDERERS
BRANCH

Melbourne - Western Suburbs

DEBORAH BOEHM

0418 13 5834

WHITTLESEA BRANCH

Whittlesea

RON LAURENCE

0428 53 7500

YARRA RANGES BRANCH

Melbourne - Outer Eastern Suburbs

DENISE GREENHALGH 0414 69 6041

VICTORIA BRANCHES

WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCHES
ARMADALE HERITAGE BRANCH

Armadale

RAY SEDDON

0427 96 8994

BROOME WEST KIMBERLEY
BRANCH

Broome

JOHN KENNEDY

0412 46 0442

BUNBURY BRANCH

Bunbury

BRENDA INGRAM

0417 94 2363

ESPERANCE BRANCH

Esperance

STEVE SMITH

0457 08 4693

FREMANTLE BRANCH

Fremantle

EILEEN GARSIDE

0413 73 7544
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GERALDTON BRANCH

Geraldton

BRUCE RALPH

0427 64 2392

GREAT SOUTHERN BRANCH

Albany

KAREN JONES

0409 08 6762

JOONDALUP BRANCH

Perth - Northern Suburbs

KEN EATON

0418 92 5081

KALGOORLIE GOLDFIELDS
BRANCH

Kalgoorlie

MALCOLM PRATT

0468 92 7887

MANDURAH - MURRAY BRANCH Mandurah

SANDRA DIX

0413 51 3039

PERTH BRANCH

Perth - Northern Suburbs

MARK DIXON

0413 82 0071

PILBARA BRANCH

Karratha

STEVE TREVURZA

0410 86 7102

DIANNA GLOVER

0419 91 9275

ULYSSES ADVENTURE RIDERS
(SIG)

GARY WICKHAM

0422 00 7979

ULYTTLIES (SIG)

LYN LESSLIE

0410 62 9164

WARNBRO SOUND WANDERERS Rockingham
BRANCH
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

INTERNATIONAL CLUBS

CONTACT PHONE / EMAIL

ULYSSES CLUB BOTSWANA

BENNIE PIETERSE

bennie@rhino.co.bw

ULYSSES CLUB CAMBODIA

BOB WILTSHIRE

bobski2010@gmail.com

ULYSSES CLUB FRANCE

ENZO CHOUETTE

enzohome74@gmail.com

ULYSSES CLUB GERMANY

GERNOT MINIG

gminig@hotmail.com

ULYSSES CLUB GREAT BRITAIN

ANDY MORRISON

rabbit@morrison34.freeserve.co.uk

ULYSSES CLUB NAMIBIA

HARE KRUGER

harek@iway.na

ULYSSES CLUB NETHERLANDS

JEROEN SCHUITEN

j.schuiten@chello.nl

ULYSSES CLUB NEW ZEALAND

JIM GALT

vice.p@ulysses.org.nz

ULYSSES CLUB NORWAY

KNUT SVEEN

47 9097 3060 knut_sveen@hotmail.com

ULYSSES CLUB SOUTH AFRICA

MAURITIUS MEIRING

0437 35 3556 ulyssessa@telkomsa.net

ULYSSES CLUB SWITZERLAND

SVEN SPIESS

sven.spiess@bluewin.ch

ULYSSES CLUB THAILAND

MICK DITCHBURN

micks_email@tpg.com.au

ULYSSES CLUB VIETNAM

KEVIN COLLINS

kevinbabyowl@gmail.com

ULYSSES CLUB ZIMBABWE

MARK SALTHOUSE

msalthouse@lzm.co.zw
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Kicking goals for our
customers every day
Call us for a quote
1800 24 34 64
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Insurance
is issued by QBE (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035. AFSL 239545. Normal acceptance criteria applies. To decide if a poIlicy

is right for you please carefully read the Product Disclosure Statement which is available at www.qbe.com.au or by phoning us on 1800 24 34 64.

