
RIDING ON 1

Enjoy the spirit of the Ulysses Club!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
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Shannons insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:

n Choice of repairer   n Agreed value   n Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts
n Special low usage rates   n Riding gear cover  n Cover for modifications                  
n Flexible coverage for bikes that are laid up, being restored, or at club events 
n Home Contents Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast cover for your 
collectables & tools   n Pay by the month premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special bike, special car, daily 
drive, or your home, and speak with a genuine enthusiast.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

“ N O  O N E  K N O W S  Y O U R

P A S S I O N  L I K E  S H A N N O N S.”

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not 
taken account of your objectives, financial situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy.

Join the Shannons Club today! Get connected 
and share your passion - shannons.com.au/club
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e | editor@ulysses.org.au
m | 1300 134 123 EDITOR’S SOAP BOX

HO, HO, HO, in the 
words of that old 
cowboy Gene Autry 
"Peace on earth and 
good will to all and a 
very merry Christmas 
day".  (Yes I am old 
enough to remember 
Gene Autry)
With what's happening 
in the world as I write 
this, the world seems 
to be a scary place; we 
have just been horrified 
by the second Paris 
massacre, and don’t get 
me started about what 

can only be described as a total mess that is Syria, as near 
as I can tell there are more than 20 groups involved in that 
cluster fffK …. Well you know what I mean...then there is 
Africa, Afghanistan, Beirut, Israel, Palestine, Turkey and 
the PKK, Boko Haram, Somalia, Sudan, China and Japan 
rattling sabres in the South China Sea, Russia and the North 
Caucasus, Russian separatists and the Ukraine, Iraq… the 
list goes on and on and many of the conflicts are in places I 
have never even heard of which the media doesn't mention 
because I assume they aren't sexy or in their considered 
opinion "newsworthy'.  As near as I can tell based on  my 
in-depth  research (consisting of  a  five minute check of 
Wikipedia)  there are over 50 civil, religious, ethnic  and 
political wars going on around the planet as I write this 
column.   Some of which have been going on for over 50 
years … My opinion being simply that the world is a scary 
place at the moment and I doubt our politicians have any 
real ideas on how  to implement  any solutions,  in fact 
from where I sit it looks like they are mostly part of the 
problem !

Anyway as usual I digress, my point is simply this;   if 
we are not normally  concerned  and saddened  about 
the killings, misery and heartache going on around us 
, then perhaps at this time of the year we could spare a 
thought for the poor bastards that don’t have it as good 
as we do…  What better time to sit back, take stock and 
contemplate the misery and danger faced by many of 
our fellow humans, the displaced, murdered, frightened, 
dispossessed and  homeless.   Perhaps it wouldn’t hurt us 
to contemplate what Christmas is really about. I kind of 
like Gene Autry's "peace on earth and goodwill to all".  In 
fact next time you're boogying down the highway on your 
bike, listening to your midnight oil surf hits, thinking to 
yourself "how good is this " perhaps spare a thought for 
the less fortunate,   or if not perhaps ,whilst your spending 
time with family and loved ones, heading off  on holidays, 
enjoying the summer  weather,  or just playing Christmas 
day cricket if you can find time to take stock and appreciate 
our Australian lifestyle and pure luck of birth….  I for one 
will try and show at least some generosity of spirit and to be 
frank at this point in time with what's going on around the 
world at the moment there is no doubt the "Dogs of War" are 
barking and we never know when they will look our way; 
so whatever you favourite deity is  "Allah, Buddha, Jesus, 
God, Krishna, Confucius, Kami,  Ganesha or whoever you 
worship or pray to, I wish you a safe , happy and merry 
Christmas with goodwill to  all and a very merry Christmas 
day….

Oh and remember keep the shiny side towards the 
heavens…

ED 
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EDITOR’S SOAP BOX e | president@ulysses.org.au
m | 0407 602 496 president report

Hello fellow members.
With Christmas just 
a few weeks away, I 
trust your plans to 
celebrate the festive 
season are well under 
way. Members of 
the Ulysses Club are 
traditionally known for 
their compassion and 
for extending the hand 
of friendship to those in 
time of need, so for those 
of us who are fortunate 
enough to spend 
Christmas with family 
and friends, perhaps 

spare a thought to those who are not so fortunate.

The Committee collectively strives to complete tasks 
efficiently, participate in brain storming sessions, 
streamline procedures and actively promote all facets of 
the Club. We keep our members informed and we listen 
too. We’ve invited constructive feedback from members 
and we haven’t been disappointed. It is pleasing to note 
that Members are taking more of an interest in their Club as 
they address the myriad issues specifically connected with 
the decline in membership, a trend which started several 
years ago but thankfully is now slowly on the wane. 

It is encouraging, when listening to members, to observe 
the passion and the realization that we all need to take 
an active role in ensuring that members are made to feel 
welcome; that follow up may be needed for members 
not seen at Branch activities for a period of time, and the 
need to include and involve new and younger members 
in order to maintain their interest in their chosen lifestyle. 
Members, young, mature, riding and no longer riding are 
all vital for the sustainability of a healthy Club / Branch.

We appreciate that many Branches are being proactive 
with promoting the Club at Expos; local shows displays 
in shopping centres, and through toy runs and other 
organized rides; the effects of this sort of exposure is 
invaluable.

We are all proud of our association with the Ulysses Club 
and go to lengths to protect our Brand; we enjoy wearing 
our Old Man Logo, but it has been noted that there are 
still a few Vests/Jackets out there where, although the Old 
Man Logo is the predominant feature, in some cases it is 
still accompanied by other patches. The ruling is that the 
Old Man Logo is displayed unaccompanied by any other 
patches. This includes patches placed around the base 
or band of apparel. We seek members’ appreciation and 
compliance of the Club’s stance on this matter.

I was able to take a week’s leave to enjoy the outback of 
SA and also attend the SA 22nd Central Odyssey, hosted 
by the Whyalla and District Branch. The Club continued 
to run uninterrupted through the united abilities of the 
National Committee under the leadership of VP Jen Woods. 
Congratulations to the Geelong Branch, who celebrated 
their 20th Anniversary on the 30th October and where I 
(and David) were their guests. I (accompanied by David) 
look forward to meeting members of the Hills Branch, as 
guests, at their Christmas gathering on December 5th.

The trial GB&A versus Ulysses Club Inc is scheduled to 
recommence on the 18th November. I’ll provide an update 
when it is appropriate to do so.

I’ve accepted nomination as National President for another 
year. We lose the knowledge and experience of National 
Treasurer Mike Abberfield as he leaves the committee at 
the AGM 2016, although he has indicated his willingness 
to assist us in certain areas upon return from a well-earned 
holiday with his wife, Colleen.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and your 
loved ones. If you happen to be travelling, please take care.

Helena Gritton 
#14027

Administration closed for Christmas
The National Administration Office will be closed for the 
Christmas break from Friday 18th December 2015 and 
will re-open on Monday 4th Jan 2016. Wishing all our 
members a Happy and Safe Christmas and New Year. 

Closed: 
Friday 18th December 
2015

Re-open: 
Monday 4th January 
2016
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As we head into the 
Christmas period 
and some (hopefully) 
downtime, I’ve been 
reflecting on the hard 
work being done 
by the many people 
associated with the 
successful running of 
the Ulysses Club. This 
year while attending 
National Committee 
meetings, we’ve had 
the privilege to spend 
time with many of the 
people who make this 
club work at Branch 
level, people who are 

truly awe-inspiring. Thank you all.

Our travelling webadmin, Andy Luck has returned home  
from his extended travels overseas and is looking forward to 
once again assisting Wayne in keeping the national website 
and AGM Event websites running. Wayne had kept the web-
sites updated and works extremely hard – thanks Wayne. 
Please keep news articles and photos coming to me – it’s 
time we updated our website banners and if you’d like your 
Branch featured, I’d love to receive the pictures. Pictures 
need to be high resolution to work properly on the website.

The Forum is undergoing an upgrade and subsequent 
testing to ensure it meets the requirements of the members. 
The project was delayed for several weeks due to the serious 

illness of Dan, who manages the websites and is running 
the upgrade on our behalf. The testing team is made up of 
experienced members who use the Forum regularly and the 
National Committee appreciates the time they are giving.

Thank you to those members who have sent in news Items 
and flyers to be loaded onto the national website, Facebook 
and our YouTube site. This helps keep our information 
flow interesting and varied. Wayne has taken on the task of 
tweeting out information about the Ulysses Club so if you 
use Twitter please follow us. Speaking of flyers, we’ve been 
posting Toy Run flyers for you as you send them in – I hope 
everyone enjoys their respective involvement in the Toy 
Runs for their community and helping those less fortunate.

The National Committee is looking forward to visiting the 
Institute of Bone and Joint Research when we have our 
final National Committee meeting for this year, in Sydney. 
Thanks to Kim Kennerson for organising the visit, it is 
always fascinating to see what the researchers have been 
involved in and to understand how the UCARF funds are 
being used.

I wish all our members and staff a happy Christmas with 
friends and family and may your New Year be filled with 
great roads to ride. 

Jen Woods 

#21395

JACKET & TROUSERS

JACKET

AirMan

AiRock
Him & Rytmi

LIGHTWEIGHT GLOVES

COME AND 
SEE US

High per formance motorcycl ing out f i ts and accessor ies

sales@innotesco.com.au • Tel. 0414 814194 • Shop online at www.innotesco.com.au
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Award Winning IC Sports Optical System 









 

New Eye Company Pty Ltd 
PO Box 324 Clontarf, QLD 4019, Australia 
Ph: (07) 3885 2634 
Fax: (07) 3496 2853 
Email: enquiries@neweyeco.com 
Website: www.neweyeco.net 
 

IDEAL FOR MOTORCYCLISTS 
     

IC Sports Frames  $  30.00 
(Amber. Grey, Grey Mirror, Clear, Clear Mirror, Blue, Yellow, Brown) 

Single Vision Lenses  $120.00 
Bifocal Lenses   $180.00 
Multifocal Lenses  $280.00 
Positive Wind Seal  $  20.00 

In a world first, Brisbane-based New Eye Company has 
released an Rx-able Sport/Safety eyewear System that enables 
users to simply release the scripted lenses from their frames 
and re-insert them into new protective frames should the need 
arise. 

The IC Sport/Safety eyewear System featured on the ABC 
program New Inventors (winner of the Show) is already being 
sold to corporate companies that include BP Australia, Boral, 
Anglo Coal, QR, Aurizon ….. As well as sporting clubs like the 
Ulysses Motorcycle CLUB. 

The system comprises two components: 

a wrap-around frame with fixed lenses and an Astralon optical foil, 
a flexible plastic inner frame that can be fitted with person's 
prescription lenses. The Astralon foil slips into place beneath the 
outer frames, which take the brunt of any wear and tear or 
impact while riding. Our frames also have an anti- fog coating 
and feature a positive wind seal for open helmets 

New Eye Company manufactures single vision, bifocal and 
multi-focal lenses to any script for the foils from its Brisbane 
head office. 

Andy Mehringer, Managing Director of the New Eye Company, a 
certified optician and developer of the System, says the 100 
 




        


       

         



       
          
          



 


 

Picture; IC Sport Yellow 

with Positive Seal perfect 

for night riding 
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secretary reporte | secretary@ulysses.org.au
m | 0433 633 924

As part of the 
routine of the Na-
tional Committee, 
we are privileged 
to visit and inter-
act with branches 
in the area where 
our meeting is 
held.  The last Na-
tional Committee 
meeting was held 
in Toowoomba, 
Queensland, with 
our host Branch 
being Darling 
Downs.

From the moment 
that we advised 
the Branch that 

we were intending to meet in Toowoomba, President of the 
Darling Downs Branch, Neil Needham and his hardwork-
ing committee kicked into gear to make sure our visit and 
meeting was a seamless process.  Neil and his crew even 
arranged for representatives of nearly a dozen branches 
from the south-east Queensland area to socialise with us 
at a ‘meet and greet’ function on the Saturday night. So to 
Neil and the Committee of the Darling Downs Branch – a 
big thank you for the kindness and wonderful hospitality 
shown to us.

As part of the journey from Brisbane to Toowoomba, the 
National Committee took a detour and visited the Ulysses 
Club Memorial Gardens at Somerset Dam.  To say it was an 

emotional experience is an understatement.  The beautiful-
ly maintained garden area populated with colourful plants 
and shrubs, along with small memorial plaques and other 
memento’s, is a wonderful place to visit and to reflect on all 
of the fellow Ulysses Club members who have ridden on.  

It doesn’t matter whether or not you recognise the names 
– the message is just as poignant.  The SE Queensland 
branches have plans to further improve the area with 
memorial name-boards which will become a major fixture 
of the garden.  If you are anywhere near the Somerset area, 
make sure to take some time out and visit the memorial 
garden.  

Ulysses Club membership has plateaued at around the 
20,000 mark over the past couple of months and remained 
steady at that number.  Many years ago, Ol No. 1 Stephen 
Dearnley predicted that this would happen, so I’m glad to 
see that we are holding true to his prophecy!  That’s not to 
say that we aren’t looking to add more new members to our 
books, particularly those in their forties.  This will provide 
the Ulysses Club with the ability to continue as a wonderful 
Club to belong to, many years into the future.  

And finally, nominations for the positions on the 2016 
National Committee closed on November 30, 2015 and the 
résumé’s of the nominees are included in this edition.  

Mark Seja 

#39695
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secretary report
e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848 treasurer report

Last year I was 
wondering where the 
year had gone, this 
year I am wondering 
where the last three 
years have gone as this 
will be my last report 
for Riding On because I 
will not be nominating 
for re-election in 
Launceston. The 
year has been a good 
year for the National 
Committee with many 
of the strategies put into 
place over the last few 
years starting to deliver 

positive outcomes for the Club.
Our Finances look like delivering another surplus to the 
Club and this has been mainly due to yet another surplus 
from the AGM Event in Wodonga (separate Profit and 
Loss Statement in this edition). The surplus is larger than 
was expected, but was achieved by the local organising 
committee attaining more cost effective facilities at the 
event than were budgeted for. These items are always 
difficult to budget for, particularly when there are major 
changes in the organising team fairly late in the process. We 
continue to make savings in the staff wages area which have 
been achieved by investing in computer system upgrades 
and restructuring in the National Administration Office.

The biggest challenge for the Club will be to re-build the 
membership up to the levels of a several years ago, although 
we are continuing to attract new members at a satisfactory 
level, but it is the retention of our existing members that is 
the real challenge.

The production of the Riding On, since it was bought in-
house in 2013, is still a work in progress. The target for the 
magazine is to be cost natural, i.e. the advertising revenue 
to cover the publication and mail out costs. Members can 
help with this by electing to receive the magazine as an 
electronic version (only just over 500 members have taken 
this option) and also by referring any advertising prospects 
through to the Club.

The registrations for the Launceston AGM have been 
coming in at a better rate than the last few years and this 
has most likely been assisted by the reintroduction of an 
early registration prize. This will help the Event Committee 
in their planning phase and also assist in the ordering of 
commemorative merchandise, which are effected by order 
placement times and close-downs in the factories over 
Christmas.

Once again thank you to all the Branch Treasurers for your 
work in getting the 2014 Financial reports to me, we can 
now start to think about the submission of the 2015 reports. 
Please note that the branch does not have to wait for their 
Branch AGM to occur before submitting Financial reports, 

the process and information is outlined in the Treasurers 
Guide which is available on the web site.

Many thanks to all who have assisted me over the last three 
years, you have helped make the job easier and much more 
enjoyable. Many thanks to my long suffering wife Colleen 
and also to my fellow National Committee members. All 
the best for the festive season ahead and safe travels to 
Launceston, I hope I can meet up with you at the event.

Mike Abberfield  
#8158 
National Treasurer

AGM EVENT 2015
PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT

INCOME
Registrations 249,276
Camping Fees 122,400
Friday & Saturday Meals 59,186
Commemorative Merchandise 46,995
Traders Fees 70,480
Advertising  9,482
Sponsorship 14,875
Miscellaneous 2,573
TOTAL INCOME 575,267
EXPENSES
Infrastructure 241,632
Services 9,186
Security 27,042
Transport 4,800
Food & Dining 59,796
Grand Parade 17,571
Commemorative Merchandise 31,183
Entertainment 16,771
Printing/Promotion/Advertising 6,451
Administration 44,713
NAO Costs 6,595
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 465,740
PROFIT (LOSS) 109,527
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21 days: Kashmir, Taj Mahal,
World’s Highest Road

Life is a                   or nothing at all

(formerly Ferris Wheels Safaris)

daring adventure

Himalayan Heights

0 0 2 1 + years
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e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848purchasing officer reporte | purchasing@ulysses.org.au

m | 0418 329 617

This has been a very 
interesting period for our 
international friends. The 
big news of course is out of 
France, where the newly 
established Ulysses Club 
France hosted about 120 
members and guest for 
their European Gathering 
at Chateau D’Abondance 
in the French Alps. Among 
the visitors were a number 
of Australian members who 
will no doubt have their 
own tales to tell. Several 

reports that we have been received speak in glowing terms 
about the event. Through discussion with John Cooke, the 
UC France International Liaison, it was clear that everyone 
enjoyed themselves. 

Apart from Australia, there were visitors from Great Britain, 
Germany, Norway and Switzerland. John was extremely 
happy about how well the event went and the fact that 
they actually managed to cover their cost. Surplus of 
funds will go towards their next event. One fact that is 
remarkable is that they received some funding from the 
French government as they have been classified as a tourist 

attraction and during the course of their event, local traders 
at one of their planned stops provided a BBQ free of charge. 
It would be nice if we could get some of that support from 
our government here in Australia. For Europe in general, 
the next big event in 2016 will be in Great Britain, followed 
by Germany in 2017. Over on the other side of the globe, 
Ulysses Club Thailand continues to do well and their 
exploits can be followed on their Facebook page. 
Ulysses Club Zimbabwe are in the process of organising a 
full international Ulysses event at Victoria Falls in 2017. 
UC  Zimbabwe are conversing with bike outlets in South 
Africa to hire bikes for the 3 day event.  Daily tours on 
bikes around one of the wonders of the world, the Victoria 
Falls, and boat tours on the Mighty Zambezi River is under 
discussion. A tour operator to facilitate tours around 
Zimbabwe can be organised before or after the event. 

There will be a tour operator involved to facilitate this. So 
for anyone envisaging some time in Africa, this may be 
something to look forward to.

Henry Rokx  

#28636 DM#45
International Liaison

Things have been busy on the Purchasing scene over the 
last couple of months. There are a number of new products 
coming on stream and details of some have been sent out to 
the Branches via the new Quartermasters Ramblings. The 
“Ramblings” have not been sent out for a while, but as a 
result of requests from some members, we are going to try 
and get this back on the agenda on a regular basis. Some of 
the new products that will be available are the new water 
bottles, Ulysses Club ties, phone pouches for your belt, new 
ladies leather belts and new ladies buckles to suit. New 
buckles for the men’s belts are also on the menu.

Some old and redundant stock is being slowly reduced and 
will eventually disappear. We are working our way towards 
a situation where we can coordinate sales and orders with 
delivery times and minimum order quantities so that we can 
avoid the issue of having things on long term back orders. 
This has been an unacceptable and frustrating problem at 
times in the past, which we hope the members will not 
have to encounter again, however there could be the odd 
occasion where a back order might be necessary, but we 
hope there won’t be as many as previously experienced. 
Value of stock on hand has been greatly reduced helping 

to ease the strain on the coffers and helps to keep our 
Treasurer happy. To aid with further reductions in the 
warehouse, some old stock such as AGM shirts, badges and 
patches are available at significantly reduced prices and 
various patches, badges, caps etc. are available in combo 
deals.

So if anyone is missing a few badges, here is an opportunity 
to get several years’ worth at a great

price. Our stocks of teddy bears is slowly dwindling and 
won’t be replaced. We have limited stocks of cream teddy 
bears left for purchase. And last but not least, we have one 
for the ladies. We hope that before the 2016 AGM Event in 
Launceston we will have the new and improved butterfly 
T-shirt available along with a polo shirt option.

Henry Rokx  

#28636 DM#45
Purchasing Officer
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This Summer Edition 
of Riding On sees us 
three-quarters of the 
way through our Club 
year and it has become 
very busy in almost 
every aspect of our 
Club’s activities.
This year we are seeing 
a resurgence of interest 
in our Motorcycle 
Apprentice of the Year 
Award (MAOTY). 
Already we have 
received double the 
number of nominations 
from last year.  Our 
National Adjudicator 

– Graham Moore #62762 now has the task of selecting our 
four Zone Winners (to be announced in the Autumn Edition 
of Riding On), and our National Winner – to be announced 
and introduced at our AGM Event in Launceston on March 
5th.

There is again a good level of interest from our Motorcycle 
Manufacturers to exhibit and provide test rides for our 
members at the Launceston AGM Event.  Early indications 
are for a good level of Manufacturer attendance, including 
likely participation from MV Augusta and Royal Enfield. 
This year Launceston presents some significant logistical 
hurdles for Manufacturers, but hopefully their participation 
will be rewarded with follow up orders for new bikes 
from members. Just recently I have started to receive some 
emails from members who either ordered a new Bike, or 
purchased their next bike as a result of a test ride during the 
AGM Event.   If that applies to you, please send me a brief 
email…….   Our Manufacturers are most keen to receive 
this type of feedback.   It makes their effort in being at our 
AGM’s and providing test rides worthwhile.

This brings me to the subject of Test Rides and Reports on 
new and interesting Motorcycles / Trikes and Scooters, all of 
which have a sound supporter base within the Ulysses Club 

membership. The edition features a Test Ride Report on the 
very exciting BMW RS1200R from Paul Cheetham #46164. 
And just to be a bit different we also have Test Ride Report 
from Jack Johnstone #17052, on the latest masterpiece from 
Oz Trikes.  Thanks to both Paul and Jack for these valued 
contributions to our Riding On magazine.

Sponsorship is an essential ingredient for the ongoing 
success of our Club, so it is very satisfying to have our 
primary sponsors – QBE, Honda and Supercheap Autos, 
continuing their association with us. It is also pleasing 
to announce that the large law firm – Maurice Blackburn 
have agreed to sponsor “Tote Bags” for all our Expos, and 
other events where informative material, magazines, flyers, 
Membership Application forms, etc, can all be easily and 
conveniently packaged in a Ulysses Club Tote Bag proudly 
supported for the next 3 years by Maurice Blackburn – the 
promoters of the SMIDSY motorcycle safety campaign.
Shannon’s Insurance – who have previously enjoyed a 
long association with the Ulysses Club have again agreed 
to sponsor our Safety Vests which are used extensively at 
AGM Events, Rallies, Expos, etc.  for the next 3 years.
Earlier this month NatCom met at Toowoomba for our 
scheduled meeting hosted by the S-E Queensland branch 
Darling Downs and capably organised by Neil Needham 
#64339.   All NatCom members appreciated the typical 
Queensland hospitality and particularly enjoyed the 
opportunity to visit the Memorial Gardens created and 
maintained by all the local Ulysses Club branches, in 
remembrance of all S-E Queensland members who have 
ridden on.  

With Christmas fast approaching, I wish to take this 
opportunity to wish all members a truly wonderful festive 
season and a happy and healthy New Year in 2016.

Peter Baulch.  
#27672
National Committee

Ride roads less travelled

12
years

www.adriaticmototours.com

Intriguing Southeast Europe

Serbia, Bulgaria,  
Macedonia, Albania, Kosovo

MAy 25 - June 8  I  Aug 23 - Sept 6
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I am now nine months into 
my first term as a NatCom 
Committee member and 
have ‘survived’ five formal 
meetings of the National 
Committee. As I have 
mentioned in previous 
reports my most immediate 
activity as a committeeman 
is generating the minutes of 
the NatCom meetings and I 
feel I am into the swing of it 
now. Recent NatCom meetings 
were held in Melbourne and 
Toowoomba. I chose to ride 
to these meetings and had the 
pleasure of joining a Branch 
ride before heading home. 

In Toowoomba the Darling Downs Branch rode to the Somerset 
Dam Memorial Gardens. This is a remarkable project which 
commemorates local Ulyssians who have ‘ridden on’. It involves 
commendable co-operation amongst several south east Queensland 
Branches. Riding with Branches in Victoria and Queensland 
demonstrated once again the tremendous social value of our Club 
to older motorcycle enthusiasts.

The 2015 Sydney Motorcycle Show was held from Friday 20th 
to Sunday 22nd November 2015 at Sydney Showgrounds – 
Sydney Olympic Park. This event provided a great opportunity 
to showcase the Ulysses Club, getting the Ulysses Club message 
into a more public arena. There were 27 volunteers who ensured 
our stand was fully ‘manned’ (Thanks to those who volunteered). 
A wide cross-section of our membership was able to provide 
prospective members with a personal perspective to the Ulysses 
experience. We distributed many (coloured) membership 
applications at the Show so the numbers ultimately returned will 
provide an indication of the success of this type of activity in 
drawing new members to our Club. Also the Show provided an 
opportunity to update the stock of publicity videos which we now 
have in MP4 format to be readily shipped to any Branch which is 
involved in motorcycle expos or membership drives.

In the major area of my responsibility, paid advertising, I continue 
to struggle to raise the level of paid advertising in Riding On. 
Whilst there has been a doubling of advertisements on the website 
(currently 10 appear) the charge-out rates are modest so there is not 
a huge increase in revenue from this source. Riding On advertising 
has been steady with some new advertisers on board and a few 
dropping off our radar. Many interested businesses want to connect 
with Ulysses Club by way of ‘goods in lieu’ deals. I am thinking 
we should perhaps get these people on board with their products 
(which could go to interested Branches for raffle or Odyssey prizes) 
and work on them for further support through ads in Riding On. 
Presently I am working with a potential advertiser, whose business 
is motor homes, car & bike rental, tours etc and they are interested 
in substantial member discounts and sponsorship for the Club. 
Hopefully this can develop into a fruitful relationship.

It is amazing that we have so quickly seen another year go by. 
Best wishes to all our members and staff for a peaceful, happy 
Christmas with friends and family and might the New Year 2016 
provide many new roads to ride.

John Osborne 

#41785
Advertising Liaison

» Weighs only 570g
» Inflate a low or flat tyre 

quickly and safely
» Ideal for use on 

motorcycles, ATV’s and 
scooters

Don’t let yourself be stranded with 
a flat battery!
This little lithium jump starter is 
pocket-sized, light, packs a real 
punch and will easily tuck into a 
tank bag, top box or pannier.  
Our mini jump starter comes with a 
recharging plug suitable for both 
BMW (merit) sockets and normal car 
type accessory sockets. Comes in a 
compact bag with all accessories including USB port and cable 
so you can recharge your phone, ipad or GPS.

MINI JUMP STARTER

The EC5 adapter can be connected to the Jump Starter and then 
to the Pocket Pump so there is no need to attach the Pocket 
Pump to the battery terminal if you have the Jump Starter!

EC5 ADAPTER
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Arrangements have been made for the Ulysses Club 
National Committee to visit the Sutton Laboratory of the 
Institute of Bone and Joint Research (IBJR) on Friday 27th 
November 2015. The laboratory is the premier institute for 
rheumatoid arthritis research in Australia and is the main 
focus of Ulysses Club sponsorship. I place importance 
on the visit as an insight by NatCom into the research 
facilities and its operations that we strongly support. 
Also in attendance will be Rebecca Palser, Associate 
Director Development, Sydney Medical School Foundation 
and Professor Chris Jackson, Professor Of Regenerative 
Medicine, Kolling Institute of Medical Research and his 
staff.

Melbourne Branch have been a good financial supporter of 
UCARF along with the Mornington Wanderers, Shearwaters, 
South Gippsland, Two Bays and Yarra Ranges Branches and 
various individuals by volunteering for the Iron Man Asia 
– Pacific Championship held in Melbourne. Unfortunately 
recent news is that the Iron man event has been cancelled 
for 2016 and beyond and therefore the proceeds from the 
club support of the event will not be forthcoming in the 
future. On behalf of the national committee and members 
I wish to thank all involved for their past support and 
generosity.

Whilst in attendance at the recent and most delightful 
Melbourne Branch Odyssey at Nagambie Lakes in Victoria 
I took the opportunity to visit the Goulburn Valley Branch 
Saturday morning coffee about 40 minutes up the road 
from the event. My wife Jenny and my two travelling 
companions had good coffee and very good company with 
the local branch members in Shepparton and before we 
departed I was most delighted to be handed a personal 
cash donation in an envelope. This thoughtful support is 
attributed to Trevor and Karen Franklin who are two long 
term passionate members with a long history of active 
involvement at branch level and beyond. I very much 
commend their generosity.

Members are reminded that the Goldfinger UCARF raffle 

will be finalised and drawn at the upcoming 2016 AGM 
in Launceston Tasmania. Tickets for the refurbished MZ 
Scorpion Traveller motorcycle previously owned by 
founding member the late Stephen Dearnley have sold well 
but are still able to be purchased with limited availability. 
Please read the Goldfinger report in this edition of Riding 
On.

In the spring 2015 edition of Riding On I was delighted to 
announce that Bunbury Branch W.A. was the winner of the 
Jo Dearnley Memorial Award for 2014 and Lockyer Valley 
Branch QLD won the Good Joint Award 2014. In this edition 
of RO I wish to expand a little on the Bunbury Branch 
achievements and some more on Lockyer Valley in a later 
edition.

The branch’s main fundraising activities are volunteering 
at Ironman and Triathlon events held in nearby Busselton 
each year. These events attract professional and amateur 
competitors from around the world and are of great 
importance by boosting the local economy and putting 
Busselton on the world map. The guys get up at the crack 
of dawn and provide transport for the event officials, 
cameramen, media personnel, mechanics and scrutineers 
for the cycle leg of the event. They put in a long day and 
provide their time and motorcycle at no charge to the 
branch funds, this in turn allows the branch to financially 
support charitable causes such as UCARF. Bunbury Branch 
has won the Jo Dearnely Memorial Award in 2010 and 
2014, achieved a close second in 2011 and won the Good 
Joint Award in 2011 and 2012. The Good Joint Award 
wins amounted to a total of $15,000.00 with donations of 
$7,000.00 and $8,000.00 for each respective year.
One can only be immensely impressed with such high 
achievement and generosity.
Thank you Bunbury Branch.

Once again, for the third consecutive year, I ventured 
further west some 300 kilometres with two Ulysses 
companions to the town of Wellington to participate in the 
“Two Wheels to Wellington” event. This annual gathering 

L to R – Kim Kennerson (UCARF Coordinator), Peter Ogden, John Jannus.

Jasmin Baker (member), Nigel (Kawasaki Country), 
Greg Baker (Bunbury President), Brenda Ingram 
(Bunbury Sec/Treas), Trent (40 Winks.) 
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of motorcyclists comes under the banner of the NSW 
Motorcycle Council “Motorcycle Awareness Week” and is 
organised and operated by three local Ulysses members, 
John Jannus, Phil Melhuish and Peter Ogden.
The proceeds from the event and other activities throughout 
the year have once again been donated to UCARF and as the 
UCARF Coordinator I was honoured to be presented with a 
very handsome cheque during a photo shoot including local 
media coverage. We wish to thank them for their continuing 
safety promotion, hard work and charitable generosity.    

The following donations have been received from branches 
and member riders since the last edition of Riding On 
and are in no particular order - Sydney Mid-week Riders 
$397.60, Redlands Branch $500.00, Newcastle Lower Hunter 
Branch $500.00, Gloucester Branch $200.00, Warwick 
and Districts Branch $425.00, Northern Gateway Branch 
$253.80, The Hills Branch $ $1,764.00, Sunshine Coast 

Branch $248.85, St George Branch $1,000.00, Gympie 
Branch $250.00, Trevor and Karen Franklin $300.00, Mallee 
Branch $300.00, Warnbro Sound Wanderers $3,000.00. 
UCARF is the recipient of a very recent deceased member 
bequeath of $63,499.03. More details to follow. 

The Hills Branch donation was a result of a share of 
proceeds from a highly successful Show and Shine event.

Kim Kennerson
UCARF Coordinator 
#6929 LM 14  

  

Specialising in ➵ Goldwing ➵ Metric Cruisers ➵ Can Am Spyders 
Plus many more makes and models

✔   Superbrace
✔  Power Park (Ride on Ride of CRS)
✔  Audio\Communication Systems
✔   OEM Honda\Yamaha Accessories

✔  Luggage Racks
✔   Backrests\Armrests 
✔ Windshields
✔   Plus much more

New Chairman for Australian Motorcycle Council 

The Australian Motorcycle Council is pleased to announce the appointment of Mr Peter 
Baulch (Ulysses Club member # 27672) as Chairman. Peter replaces Shaun Lennard who 
resigned after nine years to take up a Senior Advisors position in Senator Ricky Muir's office.
Peter has a long involvement with motorcycling, is a previous Chairman of the Victorian 
Motorcycle Council and is a current member of the Ulysses Club National Committee. He 
brings a strong background in business and management to the position. The Executive 
Committee is delighted to have him on board and look forward to working with him in the 
future.

The current AMC executive consists of:
Chairman - Peter Baulch (Victoria)
Secretary - Tony Ellis  (Victoria)
Treasurer -  Brian Wood, (NSW)
Committee Members - Phil McClelland  (SA), 
                                          Nicky Hussey (ACT)

The Executive would like to express its thanks to Phil McClelland who took on the interim 
position of Chair at short notice.

Tony Ellis
Secretary – AMC
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I would just like to make a suggestion to the editor.  In 
your Soap Box  Edition 128, you made reference to 
many of our (Ulysses) members falling into the “old 
bloke” category. As I hope you are aware, Ulysses also 
has many wonderful women riders who also fall in to 
the more mature category.

I felt you could have used words that more accurately 
and respectfully represent both our valued female and 
male riders. It is 2015 not 1950, our female riders in 
Ulysses do have a voice and are valuable members 
of the Ulysses family. I think it is high time the “old 
bloke” talk ceased, especially from our Riding On 
Editor. We all need to influence positively and lead by 
example.

Kind Regards

Heather Shields JP 
Mature Aged Female Rider 
Member No: 53913

Hi Heather 

Thank you for your comments, I can tell you that I 
couldn’t agree more and I will make sure I take that 
under consideration in future. In my defence I would 
point out that the article was about the statistical fact 
that there  has been an increase of “old blokes”  being 
represented in  motorcycle  accidents, hence the name 
of the article, and my reference  to old blokes which 
were the subject matter. Nevertheless your point is well 
taken…

Ed 

Letters to the editor

Dear Editor,

Dear Ed

A wee bit of Ulysses Club trivia

Did you know that the Glasshouse Mountains Ulysses 
members were the first members in the world to have 
embroidered back patch?

The founder of glasshouse Ulysses branch, Allan Ewer. 
(Croc 4659) contacted Natcom in 1992 in regards to have 
the Old Man Ulysses embroidered as a large back patch. 
He was told he could have one done and to take it into the 
Brisbane branch and show them and if Brisbane were ok 
with it they  would then contact Natcom to give their ok.  
Croc paid a local seamstress $50 to do it by hand Natcom 
then gave permission for the embroidered patch to be 
used as long as we used an original Ulysses screen printed 
patch as the base. 

After hearing back from Natcom Croc organised a local 
single mum to embroider the Glasshouse patches for 
$30 each. Croc still has the first ever embroidered 
Ulysses Club back patch on his vest since 1992 the first 
embroidered back patch that was seen by Natcom was 
at Alice Springs AGM in 1994 and was worn by “Crash” 
one of the early Glasshouse members. As we all know 
the Ulysses Club now have embroidered patches of all 
types and lots of other goodies to dress up our vests. 

Pam Topp [42991] 
Glasshouse Mountains Branch 
Secretary]

 
Well Pam, I can unequivocally say I was not aware 
of this piece of trivia thank you for making me aware 
... um I think... It almost pains me to ask; if any other 
members have any interesting trivia like Pams they 
would like to make us aware of? I for one would love to 
hear it. 

Ed

Dear Ed  
Senior members still getting it together…

Did you know there are a number of members who 
were still keeping in touch, although no longer riding 
together as they used to. This is a photo of our 5th 
Sunday Group, which meets whenever there IS A 
FIFTH SUNDAY, which is about 4 times a year. This 
goes back to when we rode regularly, there were often 
rides for every Sunday, but not the 5th. 

This group meets at the picnic grounds of the Brisbane 
Entertainment Centre, Boondall and anyone wishing to 
come along is welcome.  People arrive from 11.00a.m. 
onwards and stay as long as they like. It is a BYO 
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Letters to the editor

affair and over several years the weather has always 
been delightful, barring once or twice and the chance to 
catch up is always welcome. Next date is Sunday 29th 
November. Last meeting there was much discussion 
about the AGM in Tasmania as many of us went to the 
1996 AGM in Hobart and in 2006 to Ulverston.

Cheers Mary Jacobson

Member 4564.

Hi Mary, I have to admit that I didn’t know about your 
group however it’s great to hear that being a member 
of our great club builds friendship’s that go beyond 
motorbikes and riding  together, thank you for bringing 
your regular group meetings to our attention

ED

Dear Ed

Just a short story about SMIDSYs. As mentioned in the 
last edition we have ALL experienced them. A fellow 
Ulyssian having had more than his considered fair 
share decided to do something about it. His solution: 
Flashing strobe light as fitted to a lot of pedal powered 
bikes, EVERYONE sees them. So carefully fixed 
to his leading edge of his front mud guard was the 
bike approaching warning light. Sure enough it was 
noticed. By the local plod. Hello, hello!!!! You appear 
to have an illegal modification!!! Could be hazardous. 
It must be removed or the motor cycle will have an 
unroad worthy sticker applied. What the??????????? It 
obviously was working. Maybe we could have flashing 
headlight option?????

Rob Chapman 

Member Number 25349

Dear Ed

Indian History

The old B & W photo shows Ronda (my then girlfriend 
but now my wife of 57 years) and myself about to leave 
a church youth camp at Caloundra in 1955 to return to 
Roma on my 1944 Indian model 741 usually called a 
Scout. The trip included 100 miles of rough dirt road on 
the old Condamine Highway and I certainly remember 
that. I sold the bike within about 12 months but when I 
caught the restoration bug in the seventies managed to 
track it down through 4 subsequent owners and bought 
it back in 1980 in fairly complete condition although 
short of a few bits. The minor mods which I had done 
to the old beast were still evident. I completed the 
restoration last year and we are pictured on the same 
bike about 60 years on. It is not exactly a comfort cruiser 
having a rigid rear end and only a single coil spring for 
the front suspension but we won’t be selling it again.

John Finnigan

Now that is an amazing history I can’t believe how little 
the riders have aged ! Not sure I can say that about the 
bike  -ED
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In Victoria, the CPS is stable and is now, as at the 
beginning of October, sitting on 212 Red Plate holders. 
The big news is the departure of the Victorian Club Plate 
scrutineer, Geoff Williams #17747. Geoff has taken up 
an employment opportunity interstate and will not be 
in Victoria often enough to supervise the scheme. A 
letter from Geoff will be (if not already) distributed to 
all Victorian members explaining the departure. The 
role will now be taken over by Kevin White #10667. For 
Victorian members, Kevin can be contacted at the same 
email address, ulyssescps@gmail.com for an information 
pack and for details of Red Plate renewals.

In Queensland, membership with Club Plates is now 
12 and there are no reports of any significant changes. 
For more information, contact Ross “Bones” Atkinson 
through his email address atkinson81@hotmail.com 

In New South Wales, there have been some changes 
since the last Riding On was published. Currently the 
NSW system requires an inspection (a Pink Slip) and 
the completion of the Application ( RMS Form 1259) 
and the Declaration forms ( RMS Form 1246 ) being 
stamped by the “Registrar or Delegated Officer” not any 
Committee member and not the Branch stamp but  the 
RMS accepted ULYSSES CLUB Stamp, as the computer 
will not recognize it.  Some examples have come to light 
where some have slipped through but are not on the 
RMS Data base file.

Whilst the usage is restricted to Calendar runs, 
Invited runs, special usage by request and service or 
maintenance runs to a “reasonable distance”, being a 
Ulysses Club member there are Branch rides almost 
every day, depending, of course, the location.

NEWS FLASH: After considerable lobbying of the NSW  
Government, there is now a trial for two years of a 60 day 
log book system  to operate in parallel with the existing 
Club Permit scheme. The new trial  log book allows for 
the owner to enter the ride or each day’s use in the “log 
book”. Initially there is a maximum of only 60 days 
allowed. This cancels rides for maintenance or “battery 
rides” or those short trips within a reasonable distance 

and to date, there is no charge for the changeover. This 
too is under review, so watch this space.

As we have remotely located members that are not 
able to participate in branch rides, this system will 
give them greater access to riding legally. Some Clubs 
are concerned they will lose members not  engaging in 
club activities however the Registrars still will have to 
authorize the declaration form confirming membership. 
In the Ulysses Club we have a number of ”lone wolves” 
happy to do their own thing and this log book will help 
them.

To opt in, the registered operator or their representative 
must attend a registry or service centre with:

 - proof of identity such as a NSW driver licence,

- the current Certificate of Conditional Registration (if 
available),

- the current Certificate of Approved Operations (if 
available)

- a completed Chance of records form from the below 
page to have the vehicle’s conditions updated 

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roads/registration/
documents-forms.html 

New entrants to the Historic Vehicle Scheme after the 
trial commences(understood to be a 100 day hold off 
period) may apply for inclusion in the Log Book Trial, 
subject to the existing historic vehicle and registered 
operator eligibility criteria. 

For further information contact 

Phil Whitton  whittons@ozemail.com.au      
0404322139   email for the package.

Henry Rokx 
#28636 DM#45
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European Gathering 
4-7 September 2015

A collective sigh of relief echoed around the French 
Alps at the conclusion of the Ulysses Club France’s 
(UCF) first major event held in La Chapelle d’Abondance 
- in the Haute Savoie from Friday 4th to Monday, 
September 7, 2015.

The organising group (well the whole club) were 
pleasantly surprised as initial estimates of potential 
attendees more than doubled.  With help from the local 
Tourist Office, bigger venues were assessed and secured, 
allowing the group to focus on the event logistics, and 
organising test rides on potential routes looking for 
locations where the arrival of a large group of bikers 
would not cause chaos.

In the few weeks since NATCOM endorsed our 
request to form Ulysses-Club France at the end of July 
2015, club members led by the Ulysses-Club France - 
President Olivier Chouette (aka Enzo) set about the task 
of finalising and testing our plans for the event with 
enormous support from members of the local SAMVA 
motorcycle club (Sympathique Association des Motards 
de la Vallée d’Abondance). 

Whilst the event took place under cloudy skies, with 

cool morning temperatures, it remained dry and proved 
a great success for our new club.  We were astonished 
to see our first event attracted over one hundred 
participants, with riders from Australia and USA along 
with larger groups from Great Britain, Switzerland, 
Germany, and Norway.

As might be expected, the days were mostly spent on 
motorcycles because every day riders from the new 
club arranged to lead 3 rides of different lengths and 
difficulty throughout the Chablais and Savoy areas of 
France as well as neighbouring Switzerland and Italy.  

On the Sunday all three rides converged by different 
routes on the nearby ski resort of Le Praz de Lys, where 
Phillipe Adam head of the La Chapelle d’Abondance 
Tourist Office had kindly arranged with the resort 
Le Praz de Lys Tourist Office to hold a magnificent 
barbeque lunch.  Each evening riders met in Le Carlina 
in La Ville du Nant to enjoy a convivial meal, share 
stories of the day and make plans for the next. 

It is of course impressive to see so many experienced 
riders piloting a wide range of machines over many 
alpine passes and bends, and enjoying some of the 
beautiful Alpine landscapes in the Rhone Alpes region, 
which most them did not know previously.

Most of the visiting Ulysses riders departed on Tuesday 
morning with many determined to come back soon to 
explore more of the excellent routes in the Rhone Alpes 
or indeed elsewhere in France, 
 
If you are interested in finding out more about the 
Ulysses-Club France or would like to visit and ride with 
us - just visit our website www.ulysses-club.fr

Olivier Chouette (Enzo)

President, Ulysses Club France
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NATCOM NOMINATIONS

NATIONAL COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS

National 
President 
It has been a 
tremendous privilege 
to lead the Ulysses 
Club during the last 
19 months and I’d be 
most humble through 
your endorsement to 
continue for a further 
year, as I’ve  graciously  
accepted renomination 
for the position of 
National President of 
your Club.

We all know that it 
takes time to bring about influential difference and I 
believe that the Committee over the last couple of years 
has accomplished significant work, however there is 
always room for more valuable work to be achieved and 
I look forward to working with the committee for another 
year to realize this work.    

The productivity of your extremely committed and 
energetic Committee during this year has allowed me 

to execute my role as facilitator. The Committee has 
worked continuously to enhance the administration of 
the Club. Communications to members has been ongoing 
and effective. Finances have been a focus. Member and 
Branch issues although ongoing are generally resolved 
through negotiations. I remain optimistic that with 
everyone working together we can all make a difference.

As the President I both serve and guide the Club, 
fostering an attitude of openness and conciliation whilst 
respecting members rights of opinion.

I bring to the Committee, 12 years of experience, have 
great passion for our Club accompanied by the desire to 
uphold the aims of our Club and all that they represent.

Helena Gritton #14027

National Vice 
President
I am proud and 
honoured to have been 
nominated again as 
Vice President of the 
Ulysses Club and seek 
your continued trust 
and support to fulfil 
that role. My experience 
on NatCom includes 
having served in various 
roles as a team member, 
including International 
Liaison, Webmaster, 
National Secretary and 

Vice President.

I have gained a solid understanding of our members’ 
interests, concerns and needs and have extended my 
understanding of the Club through experience with 
various club portfolios, of the Constitution and the role 
NatCom plays in guiding the clubs development and 
business activities. I value the power of communication 
to connect people and enjoy my role as Webmaster 
with all its challenges. I have through my roles had 
the opportunity to talk via email, phone and face to 
face with many members and seek to understand and 

represent  their various views and issues.

I am the Chair of the Road Safety Committee and am 
active in my own community about rider safety. 

I strongly believe in the positive power of our 
community through work undertaken by members and 
Branches to fundraise for charities and importantly, 
UCARF.  

Camping on site, enjoying the AGM Event dinners with 
other members, attending Branch rides and get togethers 
are highlights as much as enjoying the company of a 
couple of fellow members over a coffee after a ride.

My personal attributes include excellent communication 
skills, a willingness to learn, enthusiasm and 
commitment and passion for the Club as shown by my 
track record. 

I will continue the long established and proven ethos of 
the Club founders who treated members with courtesy 
and respect, and together with the committee will ensure 
the clubs future direction is well-articulated and that 
the Committee represents the members’ wishes and 
aspirations.

Jen Woods

#21395
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National 
Secretary
My name is Mark 
Seja and I am 
nominating for the 
position of Secretary 
of the National 
Committee for 2016.

I am the current 
incumbent in 
that position and 
have been since 
August 2014 when 
I replaced the 
previous Secretary 
Noel Wiltshire due 

to his ill health.  Since then, I have been part of a well 
run, cohesive team who have managed the Ulysses Club 
in a responsible and appropriate fashion.  I believe that 
I have the necessary people and management skills to 
augment the already strong team that is the National 
Committee.

I have a strong interest in the future direction of the 
Ulysses Club and this is reflected in the work that I have 
been doing in relation to a Future Directions Strategy.  
This is designed to assist new Branches, and/or those 
that need a little assistance with administrative issues 
from time to time.  I have a background in Training and 
Development, along with post-graduate qualifications in 
Management and I believe that my background augers 
well for driving the Strategic Direction Plan.

The knowledge that I have gained through working with 
the current National Committee has been invaluable in 
helping me manage the myriad issues and enquiries that 
seem to arise on a daily basis when dealing with a club 
whose membership is nearly 20,000.  The vast majority 
of enquiries and issues are dealt with in a timely manner 
– although some, due to their complexity may take a 
little longer.

The first point of call for members and other members 
of the public – the National Administration Office – is 
a particular interest of mine.  I have been involved 
with staff training – providing the manager and staff 
with some of the skills that enhance their already 
high level of professionalism.  At my instigation, a 
Workplace Health and Safety audit was conducted by 
John Gawthorne – a wonderful Ulysses Club member.  
This audit provided the Club with the opportunity to 
enhance its Work Health and Safety rating – all for the 
betterment of the people that work there.   I propose 
further Workplace Health and Safety enhancements be 
identified and implemented during the coming year.

I have other initiatives and programs that I am looking 
to introduce in the coming twelve months, more about 
which you will hear as they are more fully developed.   
I am seeking your trust to enable me to do so, and 
welcome the opportunity to serve the Ulysses Club for a 
further year in the role of Secretary. 

Mark Seja 
#39695

National Treasurer
I am pleased to put 
forward my nomination 
for the position of 
Treasurer on the National 
Committee. In offering 
myself for this position 
I am confident that 
my career experience 
in management and 
accounting will equip 
me well to perform the 
role. I have university 
qualifications in 

both engineering and accounting; prior to my recent 
retirement I was the financial controller of a significant 
printing business in Sydney. My strengths are in 
management accounting, budgeting and business cost 
control. 

As Treasurer I would strive to build upon the 
tight operating budgets established under Michael 
Abberfield. In my view, it is vital that we preserve the 
members’ equity in the Club and this can really only be 
achieved if we operate in surplus over the long term. I 
am hopeful that this can be achieved through continued 
efficient operations, maintaining (or increasing) 

membership and meeting members’ expectations that 
any fee increases are minimal and fully justified. 

Notwithstanding the time required to attend to the 
duties of Treasurer, I intend to arrange my personal life 
to ensure I can continue to be an active participant in 
local branch activities particularly the rides, odysseys 
and meetings at the PITS. This is an important way 
to ensure one stays in touch with grass root members’ 
concerns and that Ulysses Club is fun.

Since being elected to NatCom at the Wodonga AGM 
I was allocated roles related to publicising the Club 
through participation in motorcycle shows and expos 
together with advertising liaison. Arguably I met 
with mixed success in these roles and clearly did not 
succeed in expanding advertising revenue. With a new 
person in this role and a review of our sponsorship 
policy we possibly can strengthen our revenue from 
commercial sources. 

Being a National Committeeman this year has enabled 
me to observe and adapt to the culture of the Club 
management group. With this experience I am sure I can 
work harmoniously with fellow NatCom members in a 
new role of Treasurer to secure sustainability in Club 
operations.

John Osborne  #41785
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Ordinary Committee 
Member
Hello everyone, Bit of 
background about me: I have 
been a motorcyclist since I 
was 13 and a Ulyssian for 
20 years, joining when I 
was 40. I was cofounder of 
the successful Ulysses Club 
Redlands Branch in 2000, 
becoming founding President 
of the branch and remaining 
President until I resigned in 
2014.

I assisted in the formation of the SE QLD President’s 
Group and have chaired the meetings since inception 4 
years ago. This is a group that works together, uniting 
the local branches and members, reminding us all that 
we belong to one club. We meet regularly and work 
together towards common goals – supporting the SE 
Memorial Gardens, ensuring that rides and dates don’t 
clash and promoting interbranch activities, rides and 
rallies. This is also a venue for branches to discuss 
issues and work out possible solutions. The meetings 
are not all serious and lots of laughter and good natured 
ribbing occurs! 

Since 2014 I have become more active in assisting 
NATCOM in several areas, including liaison between 
members, organising and running various static displays, 
chairing branch AGM’s, promoting the Ulysses Club 

and the promotion and organisation of the NATCOM 
endorsed First on the Scene Accident Management First 
aid courses in SE QLD. 

When I resigned as President of the Redlands Branch, 
I picked up the Branch web manager mantle and am 
enjoying this role. No, I am not a master, and am still 
learning. I am still an active Branch member, attending 
meetings, rides and functions when possible. I believe I 
have a good understanding of the Ulysses Club spirit and 
the goals of the club. My favourite role is that of Ulysses 
Club ambassador and those that know me know that this 
is an area that I happily climb onto my soapbox about! 
I enjoy meeting people and introducing them to the 
Ulysses Club lifestyle. 

I am loyal to the Ulysses Club credo and I believe we 
need to get back to the beliefs fostered by our founders – 
We are there to socialise and to ride our bikes. Growing 
old disgracefully does not mean running around the 
paddock naked! It does mean getting out and enjoying 
our lives to the fullest, regardless of our age!

If voted in as a member of the National Committee, I 
promise to do my utmost to ensure those goals continue 
to be met for all Ulysses Club members.

Thank you for your support and to quote a friend who 
has ridden on: “ I just wanna ride me bike mate”

Regards

Allan Pratt #9186

Ordinary Committee 
Member
My first year on the National 
Committee was busy and 
going through the second 
year was certainly no less 
busy. At the start of this 
NatCom year I was offered 
the role of Purchasing Officer 
whilst still retaining my 
International and Club Permit 
Scheme portfolios. Despite 
some trepidation, I was able 
to slide into the Purchasing 
Officers role without too 

much of an issue. It was another steep learning curve, 
but it has all gone quite well. Working with the Amy at 
the National Administration Office, we have been able 
to reduce stock levels and we have started to offload old, 
redundant stock. Reducing the overall stock levels has 
reduced the value of merchandise sitting on the shelves, 
thus reducing the cash value locked up in the warehouse. 
A number of new items have been introduced into our 
merchandise line, particularly new products for the ladies, 

an area which has been sadly lacking. 

On the international scene I worked with our friends in 
France to see the establishment of the new Ulysses Club 
France who have started the new club with a bang, hosting 
an event that saw around 120 international members take 
part, including several from Australia. Other international 
clubs continue to flourish. The Club Permit Scheme is also 
bringing in more members, partly due to the raised level of 
exposure through regular articles in Riding On.

For my part it has been a privilege and a pleasure to spend 
this year working for the members and working with the 
great team that has made up our National Committee for 
2015. By moving our meetings around various locations 
throughout the country, we have been able to meet many 
more of our members face to face. We have followed 
through on our commitment to make the National 
Committee more accessible to the members and I’m proud 
to have been a part of that. I hope that I will have the 
opportunity to serve the Ulysses Club and its members for 
another year, in whatever capacity is made available to me.

Henry Rokx 
#28636    DM#45 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS
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Ordinary Committee 
Member
When first elected to the 
National Committee of our 
Ulysses Club, I pledged 
to help put the fun back 
into being a member. This 
Club has been a constant 
source of pleasure for 
me ever since I joined 
in 2001. The enduring 
friendships, camaraderie, 
social interaction and 
motorcycling fun are the 

trademarks of Ulysses membership that I value most.

After many years as a member of our Branch Committee 
in a variety of roles, I was elected to our National 
Committee in Alice Springs and re-elected at Wodonga. 
My time on NatCom continues to be both challenging 
and extremely rewarding, as our NatCom team continues 
to fulfil the responsibility of guiding our Club into a 
strong, healthy and enjoyable future.

My years as a manager / director of both Public and 
Private Companies, along with my time as a Board 
member of community based organisations (including 
National President of Apex), and now as Chairman of the 
Australian Motorcycle Council, has provided me with 
the confidence, experience, managerial and people skills 
to continue to fulfil the roles required of a Ulysses Club 
NatCom member. 

The clear mandate for change given to NatCom at 
our last AGM, is now reflected in a very well lead 
National Committee clearly focused on fairness, unity, 
cooperation, structure, and ensuring our Club’s three 
fundamental aims are the basis for growth, fun and 
friendship into the future.

This year, I have had responsibility for numerous 

portfolios including our prestigious Motorcycle 
Apprentice of the Year Awards (MAOTY), Liaising 
and Overseeing AGM Event participation, Test Rides & 
Reports, and Advertising and Sponsorship with all the 
Motorcycle Manufactures. All major Sponsors remain 
current, with some previous sponsors returning and 
some exciting new ones coming on-board to support our 
members and the Club

The past 12 months has seen the overwhelming 
endorsement of our new Constitution at Wodonga AGM, 
a vital step in ensuring a strong viable, fair and enjoyable 
Club. It is my wish that our club will continue to benefit 
for some time, from the outcomes of my negotiations 
with the Motorcycle manufacturers. We were rewarded 
at Wodonga with a very visible presence from the 
vast majority of our Manufacturers who offered over 
80 different models for test rides. Feedback is always 
important and the manufacturers always appreciate 
knowing that your next bike buying decision resulted 
from a test ride at a Ulysses Club AGM Event.

 I have enjoyed the challenges and commitment that 
come with being a member of the National Committee 
and working for our members.

Working with our Administration staff on advertising 
material for our club sponsors has also formed part of 
my role in overseeing aspects of sponsorship, advertising 
and promotions.

My role as part of the hard working, committed and 
united team of National Committee members continues, 
and I know that I still have a lot more to offer our Club. 
I therefore seek your continued trust and support and I 
look forward enthusiastically to extending my term and 
role on NatCom, as we continue to build cooperatively 
and responsibly for the future health, strength and 
enjoyment of our great Ulysses Club.

Peter Baulch  #27672

                                    
VIC / Tasmania.: 
Matthew Scharf 
College – The Gordon Institute of Tafe, Geelong .VIC. 
Employer – MotoTech  , Geelong. VIC.

W.A. / SA:         
Harry Norton 
College – Tafe SA Regency Park Campus, Adelaide,  SA. 
Employer – Kessner Motorcycles Pty Ltd. Klemzig, Adelaide. SA.

NSW / ACT: 
Logan Ashley 
College – Tafe Sydney Institute Ultimo, Sydney, NSW. 
Employer – Procycles St Peters. Sydney.NSW.

QLD / NT: 
Andras Kisbalazs 
College – MTA Institute ,Brisbane, QLD. 
Employer – Ellis Race,Trail, Ride. Nerang.  QLD.

motorcycle
apprentice 
of the year

Ulysses MAOTY Zone Winners 2015
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This edition’s Member Profile rather fittingly features an 
old Launceston Lad.................

Mike Ferris, owner-operator of Ferris Wheels, and 
Ulysses member No. 25490.

I’m a refugee from the hi-tech industry. Back in the days 
when it was still nefariously known as The Computer 
Industry, I was a Programmer with a capital ‘P’. Then an 
Analyst, then a Systems Designer, and through various 
roles in sales and marketing I eventually became a 
partner in a small firm.

But I needed something with a bit more buzz. I took 
12 months off in ‘93-’94 because I was drawn to the 
Himalaya. I got myself involved in an Everest expedition 
and spent six weeks at Base Camp.

I then found myself in a bar in Kathmandu enjoying a 
beer with a few other travellers, and a Norwegian guy 
called Bjorn (seriously!) was lamenting the fact that it 
was time for him to head home and he would have to 
sell his motorbike. A 500cc Enfield Bullet! One hour 
later I owned it.

At the tender age of 37 I had never even sat on the 
pillion seat of a motorcycle until that fateful afternoon in 
Kathmandu. I was instantly hooked. He showed me how 
the beast worked, I paid him the money and then took 
off to explore the mighty Himalaya on my new pride and 
joy.

I learnt on the job, so to speak. And I learnt quickly. You 
don’t grab the front brake on a downhill gravel corner 
having inadvertently selected neutral. This earns you an 
earful of dust and pebbles when you’re dumb enough not 
to wear a helmet. I was lucky not to be injured on several 
occasions.

I rode the bike across the border into India (its original 
home) and found myself in the small Himalayan town of 
Manali, to be told that the high mountain passes further 
north had just been cleared of snow and were now open. 
So I rode there. I arrived in the Ladakhi district capital of 
Leh where a local pointed up the hill and informed me; 
the highest road in the world was opened only yesterday. 
So I rode there. In short, I discovered by accident the 
route which was to become our Himalayan Heights 
safari, the flagship tour which I pioneered and which 
set the benchmark for dozens of future tour operators to 
emulate.

I took out a three-line classified ad in a couple of bike 
magazines and my phone went berserk. I remember 
telling my Dad that I was walking away from a lucrative 
hi-tech role to run motorbike tours in India, and the 
pregnant pause on the phone indicated he wasn’t 
fully convinced this was a good career move. But he 
gradually warmed to the idea. And when I rang him one 
day to excitedly report that I now had my minimum 
number of six starters, he said calmly, “Well, actually 
son you’ve now got seven”.  At 65 years of age he had 
quietly acquired his motorcycle license in order to come 
with me on the first tour I ran. I took it as a ringing 
endorsement of my life choices.

After the Himalayan tour immediately proved successful 
I started tours in Rajasthan using the same Enfield 
motorcycles. Then with other bike providers I branched 
out into Turkey in 1999, then Peru in 2001 and we keep 
adding new destinations every couple of years. The 
Canadian Rockies and then Morocco soon followed, 
and Bhutan, Nepal, and the Dalmatian Coast, then more 
recently Iceland, and our latest addition this year is a 
trifecta tour of Mexico-Guatemala-Belize.

We enjoy an exceptionally high rate of Repeat Offenders, 
as we are fond of calling them. We’ve had many people 
do 6, 7 or 8 of our destinations. One guy we call Jim the 
Perennial has done 24 tours with us in 12 years!

I managed to sneak under the Ulysses qualification radar 
and became a member at the age of 38. But through an 
oversight I somehow managed to let my membership 
lapse and when I re-applied, I was unfortunately given a 
new number which does not reflect my longevity within 

Mike Ferris #25490 

Existing MEMBER Profile
Existing MEMBER Profile
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the club. I met and married Denise 12 years ago and was 
delighted when she immediately became an excellent 
rider. As far as we are aware we are the only husband 
and wife team running motorcycle tours, where both 
partners are riders.

Ferris Wheels has been operating for 21 years now, and 
I’ve seen a lot of changes in that time. We no longer have 
those Himalayan roads to ourselves of course; hundreds 
of foreign motorcyclists each year now travel the roads 
less travelled. The mountains reverberate to the sound 
of the single cylinder Enfield, hunting in droves. But 
on a broader scale, picture this: the population of India 
increases every year by more than 20 million. That’s 
the population of Australia! Every single year, another 
Australia is added to India’s population, and this is the 
net increase. So over the course of 20 years, I’ve seen 
another 400 million people added to India. Here’s an 
interesting exercise for you; pull up the calculator in 
your phone and punch in 20 million, and then divide it 
by 365 days, divide again by 24 hours, and again by 60 
minutes, and you still have a scary number!

Technology has made huge changes also of course. 
I remember when the World Wide Web was a 
phenomenon which many people doubted would 
survive. I was in a fortunate position to exploit this new 
medium, having spent 17 years in software. I had my 
first webpage up by 1995 and I still have the same email 
address from that year. But we visit isolated locations 
such as Buddhist monasteries in Bhutan and Ladakh, 
and these days we see young saffron-robed monks 
running around checking their Facebook status and 
taking selfies on their phones. I like to call them chip 
monks.

It’s likely that I’ve set a few records. I don’t know 
of anyone else who’s traversed the Himalaya for 21 

consecutive years; certainly not on a motorcycle. I’ve 
crossed the highest road in the world, the 5600m 
Khardung La, several times each year during that period 
and my personal tally is now 54. 

We produced a television series a couple of years ago 
called World On Wheels. It was never going to be a 
challenge to Charley and Ewen’s highly-financed Long 
Way Round effort, but it gave us some international 
exposure. So we’re in the process of re-launching the 
tour business under the same name, World On Wheels, 
to distance it a bit from the fact that it’s currently very 
Ferris-centric. It has served our purpose well over the 
years to maintain a personal hands-on approach, where 
every Ferris Wheels tour is personally escorted by Mr or 
Mrs Ferris, or both. But we are in an expansionist frame 
of mind and we think re-branding the company under 
the name World On Wheels will give us more of a global 
presence.

And, when all said and done, 21 years is a long time to 
dedicate to one particular lifestyle. Denise and I have 
other avenues we want to explore whilst we’re still 
young enough, so we’ll probably be wanting to put the 
business on the market in the not-too-distant future.  We 
think perhaps giving the operation a more generic name 
right now might be a useful precursor to preparing it for 
sale. We would obviously stay on for a year or two in a 
consulting role during the handover period. So I might 
even yet clock up 60 summits!

Ferris Wheels Motorcycle Safaris webpage: 

ferriswheels.com.au

World On Wheels webpage: worldonwheels.tours

Life is a                   or nothing at all

(formerly Ferris Wheels Safaris)

daring adventure

Dalmatian Delights  20 days: Croatia, Sarajevo,
Dolomites ... 6 countries

0 0 2 1 + years
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New Member Profile - Jack Lewin Welcome

Nick 
Kasperovic
Allow me to introduce 
myself.  I'm new to riding, 
retired and living in 
Bannockburn (Vic) with my 
wife Sandra.  We have two 
adult children (Dan rides).

I have enjoyed a full life 
and have ventured into bike 
riding.  My life has been 
adventurous and filled with 
various long term hobbies.

For me, life is not a dress-rehearsal.  I refuse to grow 
up.  Seize the day - grasp opportunities that help extend 
life's experiences. Life’s too short to do otherwise.

In earlier years, I have ridden numerous bikes owned by 
my friends.  Those rides really were "blockies".  Short, 
rides that really did not provide the feel necessary to 
fully understand how a bike ride should feel.  My son 
and I did have a Yamaha 250DT some 20+ years ago 
but after a few stints of riding, family, work and social 
commitments resulted in the bike languishing in the 
garage for many years.  It wasn't until my son was going 
to get married that we considered the bike anything 
more than a nuisance in our several moves.  I suggested 
that it be sold and he keep whatever funds came out of 
it.

Quite a few years later, my son bought a Yamaha 250 
but this time, it was a "cruiser".

I had a back injury which had been surgically fixed and, 
although I had my own aeroplane, sitting anywhere 
for more than an hour was beyond my pain threshold.  
When I was invited to have a sit on the Yamaha 
250 cruiser - it was comfortable.  Possibly, a bit too 
comfortable?  I was baited!.  "Take it for a spin." said my 
son.  Yep another blockie - but this time, it was just so-
o-o-o-o nice and no hint of back pain that I was hooked. 

I sold the 'plane I had owned since March 2004 . I had 
delayed doing anything about a bike.  Sadly, during that 
time, bike licensing had changed.

Mid July this year, inspired by Dan’s adventures, I 
bought myself a bike.  Oddly enough, a Yamaha.  But 
this one was a LAMS approved Yamaha XVS650AE.  
I figured that I would go for the maximum legal size 
but it had to be a cruiser.  What better than a cruiser?  
Budget set, I started looking.  The expectation was that I 
wanted to ride and not be a mechanic spending/wasting 
time repairing.

The budget.  Well, let's say that it blew out by $2,500.  
But what I had was a pristine looking unit that had 
a mere 7,125Kms on the clock.  Now, prepared to get 

my license, this ride should see me through for quite a 
number of years.  After all, being retired, there's little 
scope for "spare cash".  This ride had to have the "legs" 
to provide quite a number of years of unadulterated 
pleasure.

First came the prerequisite two-day course to get my 
"learners".  On the first day, the weather was fine but, 
on the second day the "heavens" opened.  The second 
day was devoted to discussing what we had learnt the 
previous day and learning a lot more about "road craft".

Supplemental to my formal training, I spent a bit of 
time at night, reviewing training methods on YouTube.  
Counter steering was rather confusing.  Although 
the previous day was spent with slow riding and 
manoeuvring, there was no mention of counter-steering.  
I soon learned that it isn't that effective at snail-paced 
training speeds.  When the weather broke, the five 
course participants headed out to the water soaked 
training area.  Each of us was tested for a "learners".  Of 
the five, four passed all the tests.  We felt for the person 
that missed out.  Never-the-less, it was nice to leave the 
course with that bit of paper that would allow riding on 
the road to consolidate the taught skills.

Now I could try this "counter steering" at respectable 
speeds.  What I had not understood was that, counter 
steering is harder to explain than do.  What surprised 
me more was that I had been doing it naturally.  Given 
my previous "experience" was basically built on doing 
"blockies",  now in possession of a "learners", I was 
applying my formal and YouTube knowledge on public 
roads.  The feeling was exhilarating!  My first bike and a 
permit to allow travel along public roads - all legal!

My dear wife (Sandra) who has had to put up with 
many of my foibles said;- "If you are going to be riding, 
you should join a club and socialize.".  Who, what, 
when - where do I start?  Being an "old fart", the obvious 
option was to become a Ulyssian.  Oh, the wonders of 
modern technology.  Using Google, I found the internet 
site and there, by state, was a club/chapter in Geelong.  
More reading.

This was not just a club that met once a month for 
a General Meeting.  There was a lot happening that 
sparked my interest further.  An e-mail to the Secretary 
(Trish Hunt) was sent.  My request was;- I would 
be interested in a "meet and greet" prior to going on 
outings in a group.   Now, I had no idea how busy Trish 
was or that she may even answer my e-mail within a 
number of days.  Within 24 hours, Trish had provided 
me with an A4 -sized response outlining various 
activities.  As a bonus, Trish also attached the October 
"Exhaust Notes".   The next day (10th November), I 
made a phone call and thanked her for her promptness 
and the detailed information.   But would it be OK if I 
"tagged along" for a Mid Week ride.  No problem.

So, high-vis jacket on over my riding gear, a full tank 
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of "juice" I headed off from Bannockburn to Waurn 
Ponds to meet John Tomlin (ride leader) and whoever 
may also be in the car-park at Mackas.  What I expected 
was, maybe five or six riders.  Not so.  I think I counted 
eighteen starters.  What impressed me was the overall 
friendliness.

Any reservations about fitting-in were dispelled.  All 
those that I spoke to were most welcoming.  When it 
came to starting the ride, John clearly stated what we 
were doing and to be mindful of the Corner Markers.  
John also highlighted that riders with smaller tanks 
may need to be conscious of refuelling when the 
opportunities arose.  The best part (for me) was that, 
as a "newbie" and with only some 800Kms of real 
"riding experience", I was accepted - even with a 
well displayed "L" on the back of my bike.

I won't go into the details of our trip to Laver's Hill 
- leaving that for others.  I could not have been in 
better company throughout the ride.  Although 
John had no control over the weather gods, 
travelling the 350Kms over varying terrain  
and weather conditions was well within my 
capabilities.  Knowing other club members would 
be there to support one another confirmed my initial 

contact with Trish that this is the club to be in. 

By Christmas 2015, I’ll have my license. Being a rider is 
great.  Being a member of a great club is even better.

I'd like to thank both Trish and John for the initial 
contact with the club.  To the others I met and talked 
with over the course of the Mid Week Ride - thank you 
for the warm welcome. 
 
Nick Kasperovic  #65731

Available at all good newsagents 
To subscribe call 03 9317 5004 or visit heavyduty.com.au

HEAVY DUTY is not only Australia’s number one American v-twin magazine, we also 
run the best tours to the USA! Join us in 2016 to Sturgis. Prices start from $12,440 

per person twin share – and this prices includes airfares, fuel, accommodation, travel 
insurance, late model bike hire, welcome dinner, back up vehicle, National Park entries, all 

transfers, snacks on route, accommodation right in the heart of Sturgis and more! 
Then see YOUR tour story in the next issue of HEAVY DUTY! 

Bookings are now open for 2016. Call Gay Zazryn, tour co-ordinator,
 on 0414 268 155 or see heavyduty.com.au for full details. 
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DYNA KEBABS HARLEY HEAVEN DYNA BROTHERS

STURGIS 75TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY REPORT

INDIAN DARK HORSE PAINT IT BLACK

RARE GEM 1942 CROCKER ‘BIG TANK’

PROJECT WARBIRD DOC’S UPDATE

PROUDLY PRINTED 

IN AUSTRALIA

SUBSCRIBE to HEAVY DUTY Magazine, or join 
our awesome USA Tour to Sturgis  2016!
NOW’S THE TIME TO START PLANNING!

The HEAVY DUTY 2015 Tour Group on another brilliant day’s ride 
with the Grand Teton in Wyoming providing the perfect back drop. 

HEAVY DUTY MAGAZINE AVAILABLE IN ALL GOOD NEWSAGENTS OR BY SUBSCRIPTION DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR!

With over a decade of experience and outstanding service to our tour members, 
HEAVY DUTY has formed an excellent reputation with our tours. Make 2016 the 

year you join HEAVY DUTY for an unforgettable riding travel experience. 
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Source: http://www.kolling.usyd.edu.au/
research/bone-joint-group/index.php

Hearing loss is motorcycling’s biggest injury,  
you should always protect your hearing with only  

proven AS/NZS1270-2002 rated earplugs.

The leaders in hearing protection for Motorcyclists since 1988

• 7 Day money back guarantee – 2 year warranty.

• All Earmold headsets can connect easily to be used with  

Sena Bluetooth units and many other intercom systems. 

• Custom fitted on the spot and ready to use within the hour.

Certified

Class 5 protector 

Australia hearing standards AS/NZS1270-2002 

Uniden two-
way radios

 
HearDefender 

Dual Filters,  
three sizes,  
two colours

Sena Bluetooth  
intercom

Recreational  
Stereo Headsets

In-Ear
monitors

(07) 3820 2533

EARMOLD AUSTRALIA® P/L  Online store

www.earmold.com.au

Email  info@earmold.com.au

Custom Earplugs in 
a range of colours

Earmold 200 x 130 new ph alt5 HP ARR.indd   1 3/08/2015   10:21 pm
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The Ulysses Club National Committee visited the Sutton 
Laboratory of the Institute of Bone and Joint Research 
(IBJR) at the Royal North Shore Hospital Sydney on 
Friday 27th November.

The Sutton Laboratory of IBJR is the leading centre for 
rheumatoid arthritis research in Australia and is a focus 
of much of the UCARF funding support.

The UCARF Coordinator organised the visit so that the 
national committee could meet the researchers face to 
face, see the workings of a fully functional scientific 
laboratory, gain better understanding and appreciation 

of the club’s preferred charity support and increase an 
already enthusiastic base.

The group photograph includes the seven members of 
NatCom and the UCARF Coordinator, Professor Chris 
Jackson (Director Sutton Laboratory) and his research 
team, previous UCARF sponsored researcher Professor 
Chris Little (Director Raymond Purvis Bone and Joint 
Research Laboratories), Dr Emma Watson representing 
Professor Lyn March and previous UCARF sponsored 
researcher Dr Kelly McKelvey.

NATCOM visit to the Sutton Laboratory of the 
Institute of Bone and Joint Research

The Geelong Branch recently celebrated their 20th 
anniversary and celebrations ended with an evening of 
entertainment attended by members from a number of 
branches including Melbourne, Westgate Wanderers, 
Two Bays and NATCOM. The guest of honour was our 
National President Helena Gritton and her husband 
David, with Henri Rokx and Peter Baulch from NATCOM 
also in attendance.    Other guests included Telemachus 
Medal recipients and a number of past Geelong Branch 
presidents, including our inaugural president Leon 
Millard. 

There was many a story told as the night wore on and the 
drinks flowed; what else would you expect from a group 
of Ulyssians growing old disgracefully. It was a fantastic 
opportunity for members to talk to our national president, 
and our branch forbearers. This group of people could 
provide the branch’s history from the very beginning and 
there was no shortage of people wanting to know what 

that history was. The question as to where the black duck 
in our logo came from was told in animated fashion by 
Leon Millard as only he could, a lot of fun and plenty of 
smiles as he reflected on the very beginning of the Branch 
and the naughtiness shared by all.

This picture will no doubt be a treasure for all time and 
highly sought after by members now and in the future. 

If these celebrations are any indication of what is 
happening in our great club on a national level then we 
are indeed very fortunate to have such highly valued 
members who do know how to “Grow Old Disgracefully”.

A credit to NATCOM and all Branch committees and 
members. I would urge all branches to embrace your 
history & keep the legend alive.

Robert Hunt #51563 
President Geelong Branch

From left to right: Guest: David Gritton, National President:  Helena Gritton, Past Geelong President: Ron Howell, Past Geelong 
President: Kelvin Stones, Current Geelong President: Robert Hunt, Inaugural Geelong President: Leon Millard, Past Geelong 
President: Doug Winckle

Gathering of Presidents
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I
Long, wide, low to the ground, looks fast standing 
still, black & chrome (actually stainless), did I mention 
LOOONG. I was really looking forward to this but a bit 
nervous. Introduced myself to Johann, nearly twenty 
years in the industry & an expert in all things three 
wheels, he explained everything about the machine, 
most of which went in one ear & out the other as I was 
still drooling all over it. Luckily Mark one of the crew 
was taking me for an induction ride, I hopped onto 
the pillion seat, he got on, showed me the starting 
procedure, how to safely reverse, engaged drive (fully 
automatic, more about this later) & we were off to 
refuel. He showed me how things were done in the 
trike world, then it was my turn, thank god industrial 
sites are vacant on weekends. Don’t get me wrong this 
is an easy machine to ride, it’s just different & takes a 
bit of getting used to, Mark reckoned I’d done alright so 
I was good to go.

Back at the shop, Johann went over a few details so this 
might be a good time to go over the technical stuff so if 
you’re not interested skip this paragraph.

love things that are a bit different, 
quirky or out there, so when I was 

asked whether I would like to test 
ride & review a trike for Riding On, 

I jumped at the chance. I was actually 
sitting in my recliner recovering from a 

broken leg (courtesy of the chookchaser), 
so I had plenty of time to think it over. 

First thing I did was check out the website 
www.oztrikes.com.au , first trike I saw was the Boom 
Mustang ST1 Thunderbird in black. What an amazing 
looking machine, I was in love already & really hoping 
this was the one I would be reviewing. I phoned 
Johann, owner of Oz Trikes, to arrange dates times etc, 
& to my great pleasure the Mustang was mine for three 
whole days (I was hoping for 3 whole weeks).

Fast forward about 8 weeks & the leg is on the mend so 
Eve (the wife) is taking me to Somersby on the NSW 
Central Coast to pick up the trike. Wow, immediate 
impression, it looks so BIG!!!!, but in a good way, 
it is better looking in real life & just looks so mean. 

BOOM

REVIEW

MUSTANG ST1
THUNDERBIRD

Written by Jack Johnstone
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to ride the beast I took the first exit that would take 
me towards the Hunter Valley. I was immediately 
into some typical country Australian roads, narrow, 
potholed, twisty, just the way I like them although 
normally on two wheels. Riding a trike is different, 
you don’t lean or counter steer to take a bend, you 
position yourself on the road, shove yourself back in 
the seat (thanks Johann, great tip) grab the handlebars 
& steer around the bend trusting the suspension to 
keep the wheels on the tar. Feels great when you get it 
right. I was having fun but soon we were into suburbia 
& into traffic lights, roundabouts etc. The Mustang is 
not a bike & is definitely not a car but certain things 
are the same, from the seats it looks like a bike so the 
tendency is to take the bike line through roundabouts 
but the rear end is as wide as a car so if you do that you 
will be jumping plenty of kerbs. You need to take the 
line as if you were towing a trailer or boat, give yourself 
plenty of room, takes a bit to get used to but becomes 
second nature. Avoiding roadworks, I took the Mt. View 
exit, dirt road over the mountain could get interesting. 
Worried about nothing. The Mustang was easier to ride 
on the dirt than a road bike or a car, seemed planted all 
the time just took everything in its stride. 

Riding impressions are, serious grunt down low, 
effortless power at all times. The auto just works, 
shifts down easily to overtake, completely unobtrusive. 
The sports button next to the selector lets you beat 
everyone from a standing start or you can use the 
tiptronic setting to do it all manually. Auto worked just 
fine for me. The handlebars are wide but didn’t ever 
feel uncomfortable, they give you plenty of leverage 
to steer the beast. The suspension works really well, 
I felt a bit of body roll but the wheels stayed planted 
at all times, I went in a bit hot on a couple of corners, 
just reefed on the bars rolled on the throttle & all was 
forgiven. It just soaks up bumps & potholes. I did 
a couple of high speed runs out in the middle of 
nowhere, it goes really well but is not really what it’s 
about. Top speed is reputably about 180, I’m not saying 
what I got out of it but I can believe it. The Mustang is 
like riding a high speed go-kart on the road, you’re low 
to the ground, the steering is so direct, the feeling of 
being part of the machine is great & just immense fun. I 
would have loved more time to learn to ride it properly.

- Made in Germany, imported by Oz Trikes, the Boom 
  Mustang ST1 Thunderbird trike that I reviewed is:
- Powered by a 2-litre fuel injected Peugeot motor, 
  4 speed Tiptronic automatic, it produces 103kw 
  [140hp]. 
- Plenty of grunt other options available. Looks amazing 
  under the engine cover, plenty of room to work on it & 
  well laid out.
- It is 3690mm long, 1845mm wide & just 1250mm high 
  [in comparison a Toyota Yaris is 3950x1695x1510, the 
  beast is big].
- Comprehensive instrument unit with electronic 
  speedo, tacho, fuel gauge, voltmeter etc, etc, etc. trust   
  me you want info it’s on here, somewhere.
- Suspension is fully adjustable, front & rear, brakes are 
  single disc front, twin self-adjusting discs on the rear, 
  works extremely well. Front tyre runs a 160/80/15 
  motorcycle tyre; rears are whopping 295/50/15 on 
  10inch chromium alloy rims.
- 40-litre fuel tank, reported consumption 6-9l/100 km, 
  I didn’t get anywhere near this but those who know 
  me know why. You will get at least 350ks out of a tank 
  no matter how hard you ride it so not bad.
- Heaps of optional accessories available.
- Warranty is 12 months/20,000k. service intervals 
  10,000k.

Let me say upfront I loved this trike & would have kept 
it if I could have so if this report appears to be a fan boy 
keeping an advertiser happy, you don’t know me. What 
it is, is an unbiased review of a great machine that’s few 
faults are very small things overall but I will bring them 
up later (a lot could have been sorted by spending some 
time setting it up to my requirements]. 

I took the wrong turn out of the industrial estate so 
instead of a nice leisurely introductory cruise down 
the freeway I was into some serious downhill twisties 
then right into a heap of traffic. A steep learning curve 
I survived. Never really lost, I found myself finally 
on the M1, gave me a chance to get used to the feel 
& power of the big Trike. It is really easy to ride, you 
have to get used to sitting in the middle of the lane, not 
drifting all over the lane as you do on a bike. Freeways 
are not for me, wanting to get out of the traffic & learn 
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At home Eve was waiting eagerly for a ride, so the 
first of many pillions occurred. This trike attracts plenty 
of attention so if you are in any way introverted, 
be prepared it will change your life. The Mustang 
attracts plenty of attention all the time. Lots of people 
have no interest in getting on the back of a bike but 
offer them a pillion on this & they are all over you, even 
seasoned bike riders. Over three days I must have given 
30 different people rides on the back, they all loved it. I 
can’t recall how many times I had to lift the engine cover 
to show off the motor & the boot to show the carrying 
capacity (240 litres, about 4 or 5 panniers worth or about 
12 cases of beer). 

Ok time for the niggles, nearly everyone had problems 
getting into & out of the pillion seat & some of the 
shorter ones had their feet dangling. Nothing major, 
I was told could be easily fixed & once you got used 
to it not really a problem. One rider found the noise 
level high but to be honest I think it was more about his 
helmet than the trike. Indicators are not self-cancelling, 
on a machine of this quality, that’s ridiculous. 
The stainless steel undercarriage is where you place 
your feet & needs to be set up for the owner, I would 
have been happier with highway bars but again 
everything is possible & up to the individual. As 
mentioned earlier the niggles are small, easily rectifiable 
& I’m only mentioning them to have something negative 
to write.

Who buys trikes, should buy a trike? Before this I would 
have answered- old guys a bit unstable on their feet, those 
having problems with the weight of their bikes, or wanting 
to tow large trailers big distances. 
I’m right but after just three days I’ve added anyone who 
enjoys riding, having fun regardless of age or physical 
condition. Also anyone who insists on towing a camper 
trailer (you guys must be joking, towing these behind two 
wheels). Bikes are getting faster, better, more technical but 
really are starting to lose their character. I’m constantly 
checking the speedo on mine, don’t get me wrong you 
can easily lose your licence on this or any other trike but 
you don’t need to do outrageous speeds to get the grin 
factor happening. Do yourself a favour, talk to Johann at 
Oz Trikes, take a tour or hire one from him for the day. 
A full induction is included. You won’t regret it. The 
Boom trikes are only one style of trike they carry so if a 
VW powered Oz Trike or something completely different 
strikes your fancy, Oz Trikes can help. Check out their 
website. 
As I’m writing this Johann is attending the Trike AGM in 
Victor Harbour but he will be in Tassie for the Launceston 
AGM, say hello.

Every time I got on the Mustang it felt more 
natural, easier to ride & more comfortable. I enjoyed 
the attention & loved telling everyone about it. Personally 
the only downside for me is price, 
the Boom range starts at $45990 & mine as tested a shade 
under 60 big ones. A lot of money, is it worth it? I think 
so, the quality & standard of everything is top class, the 
grin factor is sky high, the boredom factor zero & they are 
truly a unique machine.

Thankyou Oz Trikes, Johann & crew & Peter Baulch 
-Natcom for allowing me a fantastic opportunity.
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W
ell here we go again. Tight Wad Tours is on the move 
again, this time to Europe. I had thought about flying 
my bike to Singapore and riding up to Europe but 
I had a short vacation in Bali late last year and the 
thought of riding shitty roads, the chaos, and that I 

might have to go near the countries where they cut your head off sort 
of put me off that idea.

We flew out of Brisbane on Emirates airlines. Thats right. We. I had 
to take the GPS (Caroline) along this time. She often tells me where 
to go. I had told her of the great times and adventures I had riding 
the America's and she insisted, she wanted to be in on this trip. I am 
not too sure if she listened to the part where I was riding in the rain 
for days at a time, wet, cold and dizzy from the altitude,  sometimes 
getting lost and arriving in the dark and then having to stay in poor 
accomodation. Getting so hungry that we had to eat road kill !!!

We took Emirates airlines to Schipol airport Amsterdam. I must say 
that the airline made a very long trip bearable,  good service, cold 
beer and nice food. Although I couldn't get a ham sandwich. At the 
airport, Balina, Caroline's girlfriend was there to meet us, she's my 
friend as well. I had the pleasure of spending a month with Balina, 
Caroline and myself travelling around Thailand.  It was the blonde 
leading the blonde with a bloke in tow. I never laughed so much.

Near the airport we picked Massimo, Balina's ex Italian lover a biker 
and friend to me. Off we all go to Losser a Dutch town on the German 
border. The place is where Balina's family originate from. Her house 
is to be our base in Europe. Now Balina has a lot of relatives in this 
beautiful little quaint village, almost every second person is a cousin. 
The best cousin to me is Tonny. He has the Man shed of all Man 
sheds and he has all the gear, you could build an aeroplane with all 
the bits he has or at least a motorcycle.

Tonny is in the know and only 5 days later after arriving, I am the 
proud owner of a very clean and tidy.  K1200LT. 2002 model with 

WRITTEN BY ALAN OBRIEN #8374
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“Only 5 days later 
after arriving, I am 

the proud owner 
of a very clean and 

tidy.  K1200LT. 
2002 model with 
75,000 ks on the 

speedo.”
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75,000 ks on the speedo. I think I got a good deal. I 
offered the dealer 900 euro less than the start price 
he countered with 700 off. We did the old walk away 
trick and then Caroline got involved she got another 
100 off and the deal was done. I am sure Caroline has 
already got the money we saved spent on something 
else. Without Tonnys help I am sure things would not 
have happened so quickly and hassel free, he's good 
man.

Time to test ride. There many beautiful castles, towns 
and villages in this area We have clocked up over 
400 ks going to Munster, Tecklenburg, Ten Kate bike 
shop, Motorport bike shop, whatever. Its a great bike 
to ride and I am looking after my girls backside with 
the huge heated momma seat.

Phill and Mary Parry who are also from Gold Coast 
caught up with us at Losser and they are touring 
Europe for an extended time. They are riding a brand 
new Honda NC750 cc automatic. Phill is writing a 
book on their travels dealing with his disability of 
only having 1 leg. I followed Phill and Mary with all 
their gear on board for a ride and I tried to stop using 
only 1 foot down, its not easy, although Phills had 
years of practice.

Our plans are to get our banking organised and then 
head south for the warmer weather and wine tasting 
through, Belgium, France,  Spain, Portugal,  then 
head east or whatever takes our fancy. Hopefully 
Tuesday the 19th. 

TIGHT WAD TIP:
  Things are 
cheaper in 

Germany
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www.route66tours.com.au
Space Limited Call Now  

 1300 760 806

THIS IS ROAD TRIP HEAVEN, A VACATION LIKE NO OTHER,  
HISTORIC, NOSTALGIC AND CAPTIVATING 

 

All Dates are LAND ONLY and inclusive within the USA. See our website for conditions.
Book with confidence - Complete Travel Solutions - Travel Agents Licence #3327461

From Chicago, Illionis all the way to California

The “Real” america begins at the off ramp  
& is waiting for you to meet her!
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•  Guided self drive/ride road trip along 
Historic Route 66

• Car or motorcycle hire with insurance
•   All 8 Route 66 states - Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, California

•  Includes all accommodation, breakfast daily, tours, 
vehicle hire, tour cap and Route 66 specialist guide 
(except in Las Vegas)

• Includes Chicago city tour & welcome dinner
• Includes a 2.5 hour farewell limo tour in Las Vegas

•  Includes an exclusive hot rod workshop tour  
& Harley Davidson Museum

•  Includes Route 66 guide book and a  
Rand McNally road atlas, both yours to keep

•  Fully guided by Australia’s most experienced 
guides and more guides per vehicle than any 
other tour company on route 66

•  Enjoy 2 nights in Las Vegas, Nevada the  
entertainment capital of the world

•  Drive or ride the original Route 66,  
not the interstate.

* Upgrades to V8 GT Mustang, SS Camaro, Corvette  Convertible or Dodge Challenger R/T available. Clubs,  
Groups, Singles, Couples, Families all welcome.*** Subject to change and conditions per website

STARTING FROM $8,495 PP TWIN SHARE

20
1620

16 SPRING TOUR • 14 April - 4 May 2016SUMMER TOUR • 9 - 29 July 2016FALL TOUR • 8 - 28 October 2016
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BIKERS CHAIR WTF?
When the  people from Rocky Creek told me they 
wanted me to test and review their new bikers chair  
“WTF” was the thought that went through my head,  I 
was thinking this time they have gone too far… Apart 
from those BMW Riders, who wants to be carrying  a 
bulky a camp chair?

With a 120kg rating, even Uncle Len won’t be able to turn 
your Bikerz Chair into a mangled mess.  Super strong, 
7075 Aluminium Alloy poles, keep this compact folding 
chair lightweight (880g).  The synthetic cover is made of 
mesh, making it breathable and quick drying so you can 
sit in comfort no matter what the weather.  When you’re 
done, the Bikerz Chair breaks down and packs into it’s own 
storage bag (34 x 10 x 11cm), making transport an absolute 
breeze.

I was even more nonplussed when the 
aforementioned chair arrived in its tiny carry bag, 
which literally fitted in the leather saddle bags on my 
old Thunderbird…

I was going on a club run that weekend and camping 
at Wisemans Ferry for UN day, so thought 
“what the heck I will leave it in my saddle bag and 
test it on the weekend”…

When I got to the camp ground, there were lots of 
guffaws and chuckles from my so called mates as I 
assembled the chair ( which is pretty much the same 
as assembling a small sun tent except this is a chair) 
anyway after  refitting the  seat or sling ( the bit for  
sitting your bum in) because I fitted back the front 
first time  I had an instant chair. 

 I must admit I did view said very small in stature 
chair with  some trepidation as I am 6 foot tall with 
a 135 kg frame and bad knees. After doing a risk 
analysis I figured the worse that could happen was 
I would end up laying on the ground with a heap of 
broken tubes  under me and a comedy show  for my 
mates…

I  finally decided it wasn’t going to grow any bigger 
whilst I and half a dozen mates stared, the space age 
looking contraption so  I gingerly lowered said  portly 
body into the sling bit, sat back relaxed and it was 
grins all around.

FEATURES

I actually relaxed and listened to some tunes on my head 
phones and it wasn’t too bad, for someone less heavy, it is 
actually quite a good option a few of the lads tried it and all 
gave it a thumbs up.
( having said that getting in and particularly out of it was 
a bit of a challenge for someone my size and with my 
ailments  for the average joe it looks ok.  As you will see 
from the words from the people at Rocky Creekbelow , it is 
only rated for 120KG however it handled my 135 KG ok  …

STORES SMALL, SUPER LIGHT, SUPER STRONG AND 
OFFERS A LITTLE EXTRA LUXURY AFTER A LONG 
DAY’S RIDE.

You’ve had a wonderful day’s ride, you’ve set up camp, 
time to relax and let the BS flow.  Is there anything worse 
than parking your derriere on the ground or a rock hard 
stump?  Not anymore!  This simple, lightweight chair offers 
a seriously comfortable “Apres ride” experience.

REVIEW
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What’s so different about our tyre kit?  Well it includes 
the Dynaplug® Ultralite puncture repair system.  The 
Dynaplug® Ultralite does not require reaming or messy 
gluing Remove the offending object from the tyre using 
the multi-tool’s pliers Insert a plug into the Dynaplug® 
Ultralite.  Push the tool into the puncture hole and pull the 
tool out.  The plug is made of cotton, synthetic rubber and 
is impregnated with vulcanising glue Make sure the tap on 
the inflation tool is closed.  Attach a CO2 canister to the 
tool and reinflate the tyre...

Check the puncture is not leaking by putting a little liquid 
on the repair, if it bubbles, air is escaping.  If required 
insert a second, third or fourth plug
When you’re done, use the multi-tool’s knife to cut the 
plug/s flush with the tyre and proceed on your way
The manufactures claim that a Dynaplug® repair will 
typically last the life of your tyre  and in my case that 
probably true as I go through tyres like a drunk at a free 
bar…
WARNING! The Dynaplug is NOT suitable for cuts, tears 
or sidewalls.

A Dynaplug® Ultralite repair tool including 4 plugs
- Three CO2 canisters
- An inflation tool
- All the above stored in a neoprene bag

LOOKING FOR A GREAT 
CHRISTMAS STOCKING IDEA?
LOOK NO FURTHER…!
Once again the people at Rocky Creek have outdone 
themselves.  I have had half a dozen puncture repair kits 
over the years and I have to say this is the best one so far if 
only because of the handy multi tool that is included. I love 
it and you will as well…
It’s a compact tubeless puncture repair kit that includes 
everything you’ll need to get you back on the road.  The 
whole kit stores in a handy neoprene bag measuring 21 x 
11 x 4cm and weighs 520gms.  What we’ve done is make 
up a kit that includes these items: A multi-tool to remove 
the offending object from your tyre AND to trim the plug 
after you have fixed your puncture.

Ultimate Puncture 
Repair Kit

FEATURES

“I GIVE THIS KIT A 
MASSIVE 9 OUT OF 10 

RATING…”
Telephone:
612 6689 5703
or order on line at: www.rockycreekdesigns.com

REVIEW
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readers rides

STAN AND FRANK RIDE
Bike Ride June 2015

Two things about Stan. First he gets ideas and second he owns 
a bike that likes to stretch its legs: a BMW K1300S. Put the two 
together and you can expect a ride with a difference.
Stan came up with the idea of a five-day ride through 
northern NSW, and floated it with his mates but one had work 
commitments, another a home restoration, and the third a 
suspicious wife. Which left myself who had ridden with Stan 
to Jindabyne after the Maryborough AGM two years earlier. 
Needless to say, I love bikes and I love these adventures. 
Stan’s idea was to cover in five days as many twisty, bendy 
roads as possible in a square running from Warwick to 
Glen Innes along the top of the range, and from Bellingen to 
Canungra on the coast. 

The plan was simple enough. First night in Killarney after 
travelling via Nanango and Warwick from our home in 
Maryborough Queensland; second night in Glen Innes via 
Woodenbong, Kyogle, Casino and Tenterfield; third night 
in Grafton via Coffs Harbour, Dorrigo and Nymboida; fourth 
night in Boonah via Kyogle, Murwillumbah, Numinbah 
and Canungra. And on the final day from Boonah back to 
Maryborough.

It was on a clear 5th June morning with the temperature a 
pleasant 14°C that Stan and I set off on our ride. First it was 
through the lush paddocks around Gundiah and Goomeri, 
then fuel at Nanango and smoko at Blackbutt, a slow run 
down the newly-rebuilt racer’s delight (the Blackbutt Range) 
behind a B-double, then across the Brisbane Valley for lunch 
at Gatton and a quick visit to the Lights On The Hill Memorial 
for deceased truck and bus drivers (where my brother-in-law’s 
name is on a plaque).

Next it was up a crappy road from Gatton to Clifton and 
more fuel at Warwick. The last rays of the sun were lacing 
cumulous clouds above Mt Barney when we dismounted at 
the Killarney Hotel for a couple of pots of black beer, lamb 
shanks, a bottle of Bellendean Merlot, and the bikes parked 
safely under shelter out the back.

Hell, that night was cold for two Maryborough boys! Rooms at 
$55 a single and electric blankets sounded good value, but at 
6am we climbed from bed like two half-frozen polar bears to 

sheets of frost covering the visible world, including Stan’s 
bike seat. 
After a continental breakfast at the pub and the fires 
already alight, we rode across to the Queen Mary Falls, 
where we took a short walk and pictures of icy water 
cascading into the valley. Then it was across the border 
and into Woodenbong and along one of the worst bitumen 
roads in Australia. (Farmers had signs on their gates 
offering pot holes for sale. One had used a texta pen to 
add the words ‘very rough’ to an official sign warning of a 
bad section ahead.) We were now onto Summerland Way, 
flip-flopping down the range road which had improved 
significantly towards the bottom, and it was great watching 
Stan hustle through the corners despite the showers 
gusting in from the east. 

At Dave’s Café in Kyogle it was pies and coffee, then onto 
Casino for fuel and a clearing sky, and we hunted our bikes 
up the Bruxner Highway to the Lunatic Hotel where we 
shared lunch with a dozen Harley riders and their pillions 
who were on an overnight outing in the country. Since I 
am no longer a leap into action sort of character, I was still 
inserting my ear plugs when the Harley group took off 
ahead of us.



readers ridesSadly,  this meant we had to sit sedately at the back of 
the Harleys as they braked into every corner on the run to 
Tenterfield. 
Although just gone midafternoon, clouds had already 
descended for our bum-numbing run across to Glen Innes 
where we checked into The Club Hotel at $30 a room plus $10 
for a cooked breakfast. With bikes safely in a shed near the 
bottle shop, we slipped into black beer and wine at the firelit 
bar, chicken parmigana for dinner and The Club’s opening 
chords of the Saturday night entertainment.
An hour after sunrise next morning we sat on the lee side 
of the verandah chatting to Ron the Itinerant while awaiting 
last night’s entertainer-cum-cook rouse himself and get the 
breakfast. Like the Killarney Hotel the previous night, The Club 
was a grand hotel full of character and hospitality. Glen Innes 
streets might be quiet on a long weekend but the town’s heart 
beat away contentedly.

Misty showers drifted in from the east as we rode down the 
Gwydir Highway. Magnificent road, lovely sweepers to get the 
knees and hips warmed up, then suddenly throttle-off with fog 
at 90 metres and the bends glistening in the wet. We stopped at 
the Raspberry Lookout and took photos of our hands in front of 
our faces, then back down the range, myself leading warily, but 
near Jackadgery the fog cleared to a delightful morning and a 
fast run to Grafton.

By now the roads were choking with Sunday amblers, but  we 
outran them in ones and twos on our way to Glenreagh where 
we ate whiting and flathead for lunch in the garden of a village 
hotel. Then it was down to Coffs Harbour and fuel at Boambee 
and cops by the dozen policing the four lanes until our turn-
off for Bellingen. The weather was now perfect, and the bikes 
pulled lustily along quality roads up through Dorrigo to the 
T-junction near Ebor where we turned right for Nymboida. Just 
like the weather, the road conditions changed dramatically. 
All the way to Nymboida - where to our surprise the hotel was 
closed - the road was a mixture of mashed bitumen and broken 
shoulders. But, giving credit to Main Roads people where it’s 
due, a lot of restoration work had been undertaken since our 
last run in 2013.

Stan took over at Nymboida and like a galloper on the home 
straight, his BMW swept left and right down the better roads 
into Grafton for our second surprise. The Queens Hotel where 
we had planned to stay the night was shut, being Sunday 
afternoon and all. A group of bikers on the upstairs verandah, 
men who had sensibly arrived early and bought their evening 
supplies, told us to try the Roches Family Hotel further up 
river. Luckily this place had rooms at $45 a night, but it had 
no food, no grog after 7pm and no breakfast. We digested that 
information over a couple of black beers with our newly-
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attached best mate John, who we learnt drove a 
BMW, was a cleaner taking his PHD in June, had six 
daughters, and was the son of an army man. All that 
in half an hour. Later we ate grog-free at the Indian 
Cottage Restaurant, returned to a silent hotel and fell 
into bed around nine.
Next morning (Queens Birthday Monday) we awoke 
surprisingly bright and sober, and rode through the 
empty streets of Grafton. Then it was kilometre upon 
kilometre of stunning countryside via route B91 to 
Whiporie and Casino where we refuelled and ate 
breakfast at Kibbles Bakery. 

Among the locals with their morning papers were a 
dozen boy-racers in all the right gear and on the right 
bikes, taking coffee and doughnuts. Meanwhile, Stan  
was busy on his smart phone planning the ride via 
Nimbin and Murwillumbah to Canungra.

Most times, and wisely, one wouldn’t veer off the 
twisty but fast Kyogle-Murwillumbah road, but as 

a Qld Uni arts student in May ’73, I had been at the 
original Aquarius Festival in Nimbin, and I wanted 
to see if the streets were still hazy with free love and 
pot and bold ideas. Yes, there were lots of colourful, 
braless, jasmine-scented types, and lots of weekend 
tourists, but the place was rather sad and rundown as 
if the noble purpose behind Aquarius had evaporated 
leaving only the hippie residue. 

It was back on our bikes and up the spectacular range 
to Numinbah and Natural Bridge with its gelato-van 
serving queues of weekenders in the rain forest, then 
a sweeping descent to Numinbah Valley and the 
made-for-bikes roads, and the cars disappearing in our 

mirrors as we out and around, out and around, flick left, 
flick right on this superb Monday afternoon. We pull into 
Canungra for lunch of handmade pies that could’ve done 
with more time in the oven, then jostle with the swirl of 
cars, vans and bikes into Beaudesert, then up Route 90 to 
Boonah for fuel and a good night’s sleep.

Did I say night’s sleep? Getting the fuel was okay but, like in 
Grafton, all the pubs were shut. We stared at each other like 
ancient mariners; not a bed to be had, not a drop to drink. 
As it turned out, Stan’s trusty smart phone detected a hotel/
motel at Aratula with empty rooms for $80 each. So with 
evening closing in, we remounted and set off to Aratula 
where after a great meal and a bottle of Coonawarra shiraz, 
we were crooned to sleep by the trucks roaring endlessly up 
the Cunningham Highway.
Next morning – Tuesday and our last day on the road - the 
temperatures were back to subtropical, but the fog still clung 
to the gullies and peaks of the Great Dividing Range. 

We had breakfast at the Halfway Café in Aratula, then up 
the smooth highway to Walloon and along the Brisbane 
Valley road to Esk and Blackbutt. This time the Blackbutt 
Range was clear and Stan’s Beamer howled up through the 
curves in a line that was beautiful to watch. More fuel and 
food at Nanango, then back through the towns of Kilkivan 
and Woolooga, and briefly onto the Bruce Highway with 
riders at their best behaviour. By 2.30pm we were home in 
Maryborough.
Total ride for the five days was 2098 km, and yes, I also have 
a Beamer. It’s an F800ST. And I’m waiting for Stan’s next 
idea.

Frank Burkett #30550 
& Stan Armstrong #58009       
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September 13th, 2015

On a clear and sunny Sunday, about 70 bikes gathered at 
Macdonalds, Narellan to take part in the annual Memorial 
Ride, organised by the Macathur Branch and attended by 
branches from all over the Sydney area and Canberra.
After a brief talk on the route to be followed, the bikes left 
Narellan at 10:30am, travelling along the Camden Bypass, 
right into Burragorang Road, out passed The Oaks and onto 
Oakdale, where we turned left into Barkers Lodge Road on 
to Picton.
At Picton, we turned left and then right into Picton Road 
and out to Cordeaux Dam.
On arriving at the dam, about 70 more bikes and a few cars 
were already there.
At 11:30am, Ted Schloithe  (Macarthur President) 
welcomed all, acknowledging
Jen Woods, current National Vice President, John Osborne, 
National Committee and 
Kim Kennerson, UCARF coordinator and his wife, Jenny.

Dennis Eagles the explained the proceedings and how the 
ceremony would be conducted.
Dennis then introduced Jen Woods who spoke on behalf of  
NATCOM and read a 
message from Helena Gritton, National President. 

readers rides

MEMORIAL RIDE

MOTHER’S DAY RIDE

Jen Woods and Eric Riley, (Macarthur’s oldest riding
member at 80) then laid a wreath at the base of a rock that 
carries two plaques. One in recognition of Dick Lindsay and 
the other dedicated to Stephen Dearnley, Old No 1.
GerritNeef  then read the Memorial Day Ode, with a 
motorcycle idling in the background.   
There was then 1 minutes silence to reflect on those 

members who have ridden on.
Dennis Eagles then recited the Memorial Day Prayer.
This was followed by another reading by GerritNeef.

Dennis Eagles closed the ceremony by inviting all attendees 
to partake of the BBQ lunch. Dennis thanked all for coming 
and wished all a safe journey home.
Dennis thanked all the Macarthur Branch organisers for a 
job well done.

Ted Schloithe #22993
President

“Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens”? “Bright 
copper kettles and warm woollen mittens”? 

I’m not sure about Maria’s favourites, but to me, the 
sound of music is the wind in my face and the purring 
of a Suzuki.

My favourite ride is a short one; around fifty kms, 
depending on any side tracking that you do. This 
ride has so many attractions that it is sure to bring a 
smile to every rider. Leave town via Paterson St. (a 
right hand turn off Wellington St – just passed the Art 
Gallery). You will pass the Mill and the Penny Royal 
Village (if you’re lucky they will have finished the 
cliff walking track). Next you cross the iconic Kings 

Bridge over 150 years old, half being shipped from 
England in 1863, (originally it was a single lane bridge, 
but 40 years later another lane was added with locals 
faithfully duplicating the original span).

Once on the northwest side of the bridge you will 
begin the ascent up Trevallyn Rd, if it’s time for a 
coffee the Café Culture in Trevallyn is the place to 
stop; the service is fantastic and the coffee is good too. 
(There is parking on the roof.) 
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If you’re not 
stopping head 
on through the 
round-about and 
turn right at the 
next round-about 
up Bald Hills Road 
– if you follow this 
up to Freeland 
Lookout, you can 
get a great view 
of Launceston. 
Returning down 
Bald Hills Road 
make a right turn 
into Veulalee 
Avenue at the T 

intersection turn left, 
if you have plenty of time Follow Reatta Road to the end 
and take a look at the Trevallyn Dam. There is a good view 
of the dam wall and some interesting information, short of 
that it is a nice little quiet road with a few good corners. Just 
beware of late afternoon sun, as it can get right in your face, 
and our furry critters.

Jump back in the saddle and head down Reatta Road (which 
becomes Pitt Ave turn left onto Pomona Road (fourth street 
passed the park). This one becomes Rowsphorn and has a 

steep ascent. Follow this one to the T intersection and take 
a left on Ecclestone here the land moves from urban to rural  
pastures. Parts of the road have been recently upgraded, but 
there are still some worn bumpy spots. Watch for gravel on 
the road at the exit to the Tasmania Zoo. 

Now you can enjoy the beautiful smells of farming and a 
few good curves, throw in a few single lane bridges and a 
couple of nice straights. This is definitely my favourite part 
of the ride. Once you get through turn left and head through 
Hadspen, there isn’t much there: a nice old church and my 
work  lol. Don’t get on the A1travel under it then take the 
service road (left at the roundabout).

Turn left onto Westbury Road and travel through Prospect, 
because my other favourite part of the ride lies here. At 
the Olde Tudor Bakery you will find the biggest yummiest 
cream buns that you will ever have, hmm the custard tarts 
are good too and the beestings and well it is just a great ride 
all round. 

Hope to see you out there sometime.I’ll be the one singing 
about my favourite things and truth be told, every now and 

then, I pretend I’m Julie Andrews. ;) 

Fieona Petrohilos 
#64861
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Australia’s Leading Self-Drive Specialists since 1988!

Your Road to Freedom
We won’t be beaten on price 
For USA tours book with us & Drive 
on the wild side with a Harley Davidson

©
, 

Triumph
© 

 Eaglerider
©
 & more 

We are a great choice for Car & Motorhome 
Hire with Over 60+ suppliers in over 130 
Countries

✓
✓

✓

1300 723 972
www.driveaway.com.au
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YOUR SHOTS FROM TIME 
ON THE ROAD

MEMBERS  
SNAPS
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Ride roads less travelled 12
years

highlightS
Vienna, Budapest, Krakow, Prague, 
Salzburg, Grossglockner, Balaton Lake

BEST
PRICE
NEW
TOUR

June 11 - 28

Grand
European
         Tour

www.adriaticmototours.com

Tasmanian
Motorcycle
Transport

Spirit of Tasmania - hotel - airport 
pickup & delivery services

Nationwide transport logistics

Short & long term storage

Comprehensive insurance

Statewide crash recovery

BH 03 6423 1555
AH 0401 160 144

tazbikez@tmt.net.au
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Launceston is a beautiful city that proudly displays a 
rich heritage and past entrepreneurial success through 
its impressive streetscapes of fine Georgian and Victo-
rian architecture. Launceston is a city with a relaxed 
and confident vibe, a city that takes pride in parks and 
gardens and celebrates life through a thriving food, wine 
and arts culture.  The surrounding region’s fresh local 
produce is showcased in Launceston’s nationally 
recognised restaurants, boutique cafes, and providores. 
The best way to experience Launceston’s treasure trove 
of heritage buildings, parks and gardens is by foot, what-
ever the weather conditions; it’s a photographer’s dream.

HOW TO SEE LAUNCESTON:
• Pick up a City of Launceston walking map and Heritage 
Trail map from the award winning team at the Launces-
ton Visitor Information Centre. With their in-depth local 
knowledge they can share with you the huge range of ex-
periences Launceston has to offer.

• Visit www.destinationlaunceston.com.au and down-
load our Launceston, Tasmania - Start Something Special 
app from the app store. 
 
• City Park, near Albert Hall check-in, features mature 
trees and shrubs, John Hart Conservatory, a duck pond, 
senses garden, monuments, chess board and barbeque 
area. See our Japanese Macaques Monkeys in the park, a 
gift from our Japanese sister city Ikeda in 1965.  

• Meander down the dark alleyways of Launceston, lis-
tening to the stories and tales of the past with Launceston 
City Ghost Tours.

• Jump aboard the free Tiger Bus, departing from next to 
our Event site, and travel in comfort around the city cen-
tre to key Launceston attractions.

• Friendly Cityprom Ambassadors, dressed in distinc-
tive pink and blue shirts, greet visitors to Launceston and 
provide information on events, promotions, shopping, 
restaurants, entertainment, tourist attractions and local 
facilities. 

• On everyone’s must do list is the stunning Cataract 
Gorge, often described as an oasis in the city. With its rug-
ged beauty ‘The Gorge’ is only a 15 minute walk from the 
city. It offers walking and hiking trails, the world’s long-
est single span chairlift delivering stunning views of the 
natural Gorge and cliff grounds, free outdoor swimming 
pool, swinging suspension bridge, Cable Hang Gliding, 
rock climbing or abseiling for the adventurous, as well as 
picturesque gardens, local wildlife, including the famed 
resident peacocks and the new jewel in its crown a dra-
matic 

10.5 metre long cantilevered viewing platform on the 
Duck Reach track.

• Launceston boasts Australia’s largest regional museum, 
the Queen Victoria Museum located in Inveresk, right 
next to our Event site. Home to the Transforming the Is-
land exhibits, the preserved railway workshop is the larg-
est integrated engineering workshop site in the State and 
recounts the story of how the railways shaped Tasmania.  
The Tasmanian Connections exhibit features an extensive 
dinosaur collection and rocks from north-west Tasmania 
dating back 545 million years. Visitors to the museum can 
also see death masks, planes soaring high above, histori-
cal objects from Tasmania’s convict and bushranger era, 
and artefacts from Australia’s oldest merchant shipwreck, 
the Sydney Cove. The Museum captivates all ages with 
the Phenomena Factory, a free interactive science centre 
providing hands-on education as well as The Blacksmith 
Shop consisting of a series of buildings built between 
1909 and 1937 and an impressive Planetarium.

• Experience the history, elegance and style of the Na-
tional Automobile Museum of Tasmania. The museum 
has constantly changing exhibits in the main hall and a 
mezzanine floor packed with motorcycles.

• Design Tasmania, the 1842 Gallery which occupies one 
of Launceston’s oldest commercial buildings, houses the 
unique Tasmanian Wood Collection - the only museum 
collection of its type in Australia.. The inner-city show-
room showcases fine hand-made furniture, contemporary 
art by Tasmania’s finest artists and art nouveau and art 
deco antiques. The retail showroom is housed by the orig-
inal Counting House of Johnstone and Wilmot’s whole-
sale grocery business and serves as the starting point for 
Launceston Historic Walks - a guided tour of Launceston’s 
heritage trail.

• The City of Launceston welcomes visiting Ulysses Club 
members to the 33rd Ulysses Club AGM Event.  We know 
you’ll have a ‘Devil of a Time’

Welcome to..
LAUNCESTON
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Ulysses Club Inc. AGM Event 2016 -29 February - 06 March 

Launceston
PLEASE SEND FORM & PAYMENT TO:
National Administration Office, P.O Box 3242, Narellan NSW 2567 or 
Fax: 02 4647 7740 or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

CHEQUES & MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE TO:
Ulysses Club Inc.

THE AGM EVENT VENUE:
The Inveresk Precinct is the site for the 2016 AGM Event at 
Launceston. It is situated 1km north of Launceston’s CBD. There 
are two main entrances to the site; the northern entrance is located 
on Forster Street. The southern entrance is closer to the CBD and 
campground, and is located 100 metres off Invermay Rd. Event 
shuttle buses will run between the campground and the main 
venue only. A free Council bus service runs from near the southern 
entrance to various locations in and around the CBD. Other details 
are available from the 2016 AGM Event
website. http://agm2016.ulyssesclub.org/ 

CHECK-IN:
The Check-in venue is located at the Albert Hall on the corner of 
Cimitiere St & Tamar St., Launceston. GPS reference is 41o 25’57”S 
147o 08’29”E.
 
REGISTRATION FEES:
Everyone attending the event must pay the applicable registration 
fee whether they are a member, or a guest of a member, regardless 
of the amount of days they attend. Each member is allowed to 
register one paid guest (see PERSONS UNDER 18YEARS OF AGE 
section). Anyone who has not paid a registration fee cannot gain 
entry to any of the 2016 AGM Event functions, including the Event 
venue, with the exception of the Grand Parade and Annual General 
Meeting on Saturday afternoon.
No day passes will be issued, so please do not ask! The huge cost 
burden to provide the Event site, entertainment, security, toilets, 
showers, buses etc. must be shared by all attendees. The event 
campground opens on Monday, 29th February 2016 at 7am. No 
admittance prior to this time.

CANCELLATIONS:
A cancellation fee of $25.00 per person applies to event registration 
cancellations received either verbally or in writing at the National
Administration Office after 5pm on 15th January 2016.

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FEE:
Members whose registration form and payment is received at the 
National Administration Office before 5PM on Friday, 15th January 
2016 will pay a special, reduced early-bird rate of only $97 (normally 
$120)

PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE:
Persons under 18 years of age will not be admitted to AGM Event 
venues. (Site Trader Employees and dedicated volunteers aged 
16 and over may be admitted provided prior approval has been 
granted by the National Committee). No person under 16 years of 
age will be admitted, including any children of traders.

ANIMALS: 
Companion animals must be registered to enter the AGM Event. 
A $25 registration fee per animal is mandatory. Acceptance of 
companion animals attending the 2016 AGM Event is entirely at the 
discretion of the National Committee or the National Administration 
Office Staff. Animals that are registered with the National 
Administration Office will be allowed within the Campground area 
only. Only bona fide Guide Dogs (not Companion Animals) will be 
permitted within Trader and Food Service areas. Guide Dogs are 
exempt from the animal registration fee, but prior advice of their 
attendance would be appreciated. Any animal which represents a 
danger or potential hazard to other registrants or themselves will 
not be permitted within any AGM Event venue. Registrants who 
choose to bring companion pets to the AGM Event must:
• pre-register their animal with the National Administration Office 
prior to entering any event venue
• agree in writing to comply with the Club’s Companion Animal policy 
Should a member contravene the policy mentioned above, they 
will be asked to comply immediately, or leave the venue without 
claim for any refund. To ensure an enjoyable event for all Ulysses 
members, companion dogs must be on a lead at all times within 
permitted event venues. Members are informed that Launceston 
City Council Rangers may conduct routine patrols throughout the 
event, and penalties may be enforced for dogs found not on a lead. 
Please ensure your dog’s microchip details are up to date so you can 
be contacted if they become separated from you during your stay. 

POSTAL ADDRESS FOR PARCELS:
Australia Post advises their maximum acceptable parcel size is 
105cm x 105cm and maximum weight is 22kg. You will need to make 
alternative freight/delivery arrangements if your packaged gear 
exceeds these specifications.
Ulysses Club AGM Event C/- Australia Post 
68-72 Cameron Street 
Launceston Tas. 7250
 
LAUNDRY FACILITIES:
There will be no onsite laundry service. There are a number of coin 
operated laundries near-by.

EQUIPMENT BATTERY CHARGING:
There will be battery charging facilities available at the Event HQ. A 
gold coin fee will be applicable. You are responsible for providing a battery 
charger with your rechargeable phone/tablet/computer etc.
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Launceston
IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING CAMPING:
Roof top campers must register as an RV and will be camped in the RV 
section only. Member’s vehicles (other than bikes and trikes) will not be 
allowed in the general camping areas except to deliver camping gear 
to the camp site and then must be immediately removed to the secure 
parking area. Due to Fire Regulations, no open fires or flames, with 
the exception of gas burners and gas BBQs, will be allowed anywhere 
within the campground.

CAMPING FEE:  
This year, camping fees have been revised. Anyone staying in any 
part of the campground (Unpowered, Medical Power, RV or Tent City) 
will pay $90 each to cover the hire of the campground, temporary 
toilets & showers, security, sewage, water and waste removal services. 
Extras such as Medical Power, RV sites and Tent City will be levied as a 
separate fee above the $90 base rate. Camping fees are levied at a per 
person charge, and covers the period from 7.00am on Monday 29th 
February 2016 until 10.00am on Monday 7th March 2016. If a camp site 
is shared by two people, both must register on the same registration 
form. No more than 2 registrants per form allowed. Those intending to 
camp together should plan to arrive together, as sites cannot be held 
for group bookings of less than 10 individuals. 

GROUP BOOKINGS:  
Group booking applications for 10 or more people will be accepted at 
the discretion of the AGM Event Committee. DO NOT post your group 
booking application to the National Administration Office. 

SEE BELOW; 
All applications must be received by 5pm on Friday, 29th January 2016.
Group camping will only be permitted for UNPOWERED sites due to the 
layout of the site. It is the responsibility of your group leader to follow-
up on the receipt and acceptance of the request. Group camping sites 
will be allocated after your group leader has received advice that your 
group booking has been accepted by the Campground Coordinator.
 
GROUP BOOKING APPLICATION PROCEDURE IS:
• Each member in the group must be registered to attend the AGM 
Event.
• Each member will receive documentation from the National 
Administration Office confirming their booking. That documentation 
will show their event registration number.
• After each member has received their confirmation documentation, 
the group’s nominated leader must:  
- Write a brief cover letter listing the group’s preferred booking name 
and including each person’s name & event registration number.
- Post the letter to: 
The Campground Coordinator 
P O Box 4 
Glenbrook NSW 2773
or email to the Campground Coordinator via greenmeanstreak@
hotmail.com
MEDICAL POWER CAMP SITES: Powered campsites are available
ONLY for people with MEDICAL CONDITIONS WHICH NECESSITATE

ACCESS TO A POWER SOURCE TO OPERATE MACHINES USED IN THE
TREATMENT OF A CERTIFIED MEDICAL CONDITION.
Campers requiring medical power for CPAP or portable dialysis 
machines etc. must attach a medical certificate to the registration form 
clearly indicating which machine(s) will be used. If you have previously 
provided a medical certificate which lists this information, please note 
this on the registration form. As sites are limited, bookings will be taken 
on a ‘first in first served’ basis. Unfortunately, powered sites cannot 
be included in a group booking. The low amperage circuit provided 
for medical equipment in the campground is inadequate for domestic 
appliance use. Any member or guest found using domestic electrical 
appliances connected to a medical site power circuit risks confiscation 
of that appliance, and may be asked to vacate the event site.

CARAVANS AND MOTOR HOMES: 
Must register as RVs on the registration form. RV sites are 15 metres 
x 6 metres. Please note at this stage it is undecided whether power 
and water connections will be available. There are no waste water 
connections available in the RV area. Please be prepared with relevant 
equipment for your waste water. Under no circumstances are liquids, 
grey or black water to be discharged onto the ground.

TENT CITY: Tent City allows members to hire pre-erected deluxe tents 
with stretcher bed(s) for two people. Various other options including 
additional fixtures and bedding may be booked separately at http://
www.rentatent.com.au/events/view/45 Alternatively, members may 
choose to provide their own bedding, sleeping bags, pillows, chairs etc. 
and if required, may post their equipment c/- the on-site Parcel Post 
facilities previously listed. Low voltage (12v) street lighting is provided 
in Tent City. TENT CITY DOES NOT HAVE MAINS or GENERATOR POWER 
AVAILABLE. If you require power for medical needs you should seek 
alternative accommodation (See Medical Power Campsites section 
above). If two people are sharing a tent and registering separately, 
the National Administration Office must be given both names & 
membership numbers.

NOTE: Bookings for Tent City will close on Friday 29th January 2016. No 
excess tents will be ordered from the supplier after that date.
OTHER ACCOMMODATION & TOURS: There are many different forms of 
accommodation and tours available in the Launceston Region. More 
information is available from the 2016 AGM website http://agm2016.
ulyssesclub.org/ or contact the Launceston Visitor Information Centre 
on 1800 651 827, email: travelcentre@launceston.tas.gov.au or via the 
website http://www.destinationlaunceston.com.au/ 
Hours of operation - Weekdays 9.00am - 5.00pm. Saturday, Sunday and
Public Holidays 9.00am - 1.00pm
Mail Enquiries: PO Box 396 Launceston TAS 7250 

MEALS AND ENTERTAINMENT: Beginning Monday 29th February quality 
meals and snacks will be available from reputable Tasmanian vendors 
at the food court in the main event site. Light entertainment will be 
provided in the big marquee every evening throughout the event week.
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Ulysses Club Inc. AGM Event 2016 -29 February - 06 March

Launceston

TRIPLE TREAT AWARD
 
The 2016 AGM Event in Launceston will be the third Ulysses Club 
AGM Event in the state of Tasmania. Although still in the early 
stages, we are planning to have a special trophy or award for all 
members who attend this Event, and who have attended the past 
two Events in Tasmania, 1996 in Hobart and 2006 in Ulverstone.
These trophies or awards will be presented to these members by 
the Directors of the three Events at a ceremony still to be decided. 
VERY IMPORTANT - We must know of your intention to attend in 
Launceston by the 10th of January because the Triple Treat awards 
need to be manufactured in time for the event. We are also looking 
for copies of any photos or memorabilia you may have from 1996 
and 2006. They may be published in Riding On. Please send copies 
of them to our Event Secretary, Judy Harris via email to
2016agmeventsecretary@gmail.com
 

TUESDAY NIGHT - WELCOME & TASMANIAN GOURMET BBQ
On Tuesday evening, the event will officially kick off with a Gourmet 
Tasmanian BBQ prepared and plated by a high quality local Caterer. It 
will be a casual affair where all AGM Event‘Virgins’ (first timers) can meet 
with other registered members in the big marquee. Members are invited 
to dress according to the evening’s theme, ‘Back to the Bush’. The menu 
consists of locally made thick Chicken & Chive Sausages, Tassie Beef 
Burgers, Kassler (smoked loin of pork), German Potato Salad, Garden 
Salad sourced from local growers and bread rolls with butter. Tomato 
& red pepper chutney, seeded mustard and tomato sauce will also be 
available in portion controlled packs. Your Gourmet BBQ must be pre-
ordered on the event registration form. Members with special dietary 
requirements should note their preferences on the form. Members 
who choose not to pre-order may purchase a quality meal from any of 
the on-site food court vendors and come along to join the fun in the big 
marquee on Tuesday night.

SATURDAY NIGHT – OFFICIAL EVENT DINNER 
The newly elected National Committee will be introduced to the 
members at the official event dinner in the big marquee on Saturday 
night. Dinner will be a two course meal, and members are invited to 
dress for the evening’s theme, ‘Have a Devil of a Time’. The menu for 
Saturday night is; Main - Braised Flinders Island hindquarter lamb shank 

with vegetables in red wine jus served over Ashgrove parmesan mash. 
Dessert - Tasting platter with a sweet profiterole, a lemon & lime slice 
and a chocolate éclair, all served with Tasmanian berry sauce and double 
cream. Members with special dietary requirements should note their 
preferences on the registration form. Saturday night dinner must be pre-
ordered on your event registration form. Members who choose not to 
pre-order may purchase a quality meal from any of the on-site food court 
vendors and come along to meet the newly electedNational Committee in 
the big marquee on Saturday night.
Free buses will operate on Saturday night only for pick-up and drop-
off within the greater Launceston area. Outlying areas may also be 
considered depending on demand. Please provide the address where you 
will be staying on your registration form. The most practical bus routes 
will be defined once we know all address locations. If the final route 
doesn’t go right past your front door, you may have to make your way to 
the closest pick-up point to your location. We will endeavour to transport 
the majority of members to and from the Saturday night dinner, but not 
everything is possible. It may not suit everyone. Please remember, this is 
a free service we are offering to our members.
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registration form 
Ulysses Club Inc. 2016 AGM Event Launceston
Monday 29 February to Sunday 06 March, 2016
$25.00 per person cancellation fee applies
after 5pm Friday, 15th January 2016

MEMBER DETAILS

Surname: Given Name:

Membership No: Preferred Name:

Branch Name: Contact Phone No:
Email for registration correspondence to be sent. (DO NOT LEAVE THIS SECTION BLANK. IF YOU DON’T HAVE AN EMAIL, PLEASE 
PUT YOUR POSTAL ADDRESS) 

Note: Each financial member is entitled to register ONE non-member guest.
GUEST DETAILS

Surname: Given Name:

Membership No (if applicable): Preferred Name:

Branch Name: Contact Phone No:

EVENT REGISTRATION PRICE QTY. TOTALS
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION (Received at NAO* before 5PM, 15 January 2016) 
Includes unlimited entry to Trade show & marquees, event bag and lapel badge. $97 ea. $

EVENT REGISTRATION (Received at NAO* after 5PM, 15 January 2016)

Includes unlimited entry to Trade show & marquees, event bag and lapel badge
$120 ea. $

COMPANION ANIMAL REGISTRATION (Please read “Animals” section) 
Animal’s Name: $25 ea. $

CAMPGROUND REGISTRATION  (Mon-Mon regardless of amount of days on site)   PRICE QTY. TOTALS
What date do you intend to arrive on site?  Arrival Date: 

 I/We will be camping in the Campground   ( $90 per head mandatory fee) $90 ea. $

 Unpowered 6m x 6m Campsite 

 Up to two people allowed to camp on a 6x6 metre unpowered site.

No  
extra 

charge

No  
extra charge

No  
extra charge

 Medical Power Campsite (Medical certificate is required for at least 1 registrant) 
I/We have previously supplied a Medical Certificate to the NAO  Yes  
Up to two people allowed to camp on a 6x6 metre medical power site.

$20 
per site $

 RV Campsite (Mon-Mon regardless of amount of days on site)

Up to two people allowed to camp on a 9x6 metre site. Potable water is available, but 
connections are NOT allowed.

$60 
per site $

 Tent City - 2 Man Tent - This fee is for one pre-erected tent with 2 single beds and 
foam mattresses.  12v light is included.  Up to two people per tent allowed.

$325 
per tent $

Do you require access to disabled toilets/shower in the campground?  
 Yes  No 
Do you require a disabled access vehicle permit to the campground?  
 Yes  No

Please attach proof to this form if a disabled 
vehicle permit is required.

                                                                                                                      SUB-TOTAL: $

PLEASE NOTE: 
Online registration for the 2016 AGM Event is available.  If you require a medical powered campsite, 

then do not use the online service.
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registration form 
Ulysses Club Inc. 2016 AGM Event Launceston
Monday 29 February to Sunday 06 March, 2016
$25.00 per person cancellation fee applies
after 5pm Friday, 15th January 2016

DINING (See menu on page 67) PRICE QTY. TOTALS

 I/We will be dining at the Tuesday Night  ‘Back To The Bush’ themed Official Welcome Evening 
and gourmet Tasmanian BBQ 
*please note there will be NO bus pickup or drop off Tuesday night $26 ea. $

 I/We will be dining at the Saturday Night “Have a Devil of a Time” themed dinner 
 I/We request pickup by Bus to the Saturday Night Dinner  
 Yes  No 
Note: This information is required to help plan bus routes.  Buses will not pickup from all 
accommodation addresses.  Campground registrants DO NOT need this service.

Accommodation Name and Address: ..........................................................................................  
 
.....................................................................................................................................................  
 
.....................................................................................................................................................

$35 ea. $

Special Dietary Requirements -  Tick applicable box and make further notes if required

 Coeliac  Diabetic  No Dairy  Nut Allergy  Vegetarian

Please phone the National Administration Office on 1300 134 123 if you have special dietary requirements (not preferences!)

CREDIT CARD DETAILS:              MASTER CARD / VISA  Note: No other credit cards accepted         

__  __  __  __  /  __  __  __  __  /  __  __  __  __  /  __  __  __  __   EXPIRY DATE ____  /  ____

Name on card:__________________________________________________________ Signature:________________________________

Post all forms and payments to: 

Administration Office, 

PO BOX 3242, Narellan NSW 2567  

or Fax: 02 4647 7740 (Please call the office if you do not receive a confirmation pack )

All cheques and money orders to be made payable to: Ulysses Club Inc. 
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ULYSSES CLUB INCORPORATED
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016

will be held in the Albert Hall
Corner Tamar and Cimitiere Streets

 Launceston TAS 7250
on Saturday 5th March 2016 at 1pm

Proposed Agenda for meeting will be:-
1) Welcome 
2) Apologies 

3) Minutes of 2015 AGM 
4) Matters arising from the Minutes

Reports:-
5) National President’s Report

6) National Vice President’s Report
7) National Secretary’s Report

     8) National Treasurer’s Report  
   9) National Purchasing / International Officer’s Report 

10) Motorcycle Liaison’s Report 
11) Advertising Liaison’s Report

12) AGM 2019
13) Presentations  

     14) Election of Office Bearers 
15) General Business

 
Attendance, voting and speaking rights at the AGM 

are strictly limited to financial members only. 

Mark Seja  
#39695 

National Secretary
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PROCEDURE FOR ATTENDANCE AT 
ULYSSES CLUB AGM LAUNCESTON, 2016

The 33rd Annual General Meeting of the Ulysses Club Inc is to be held on Saturday 5th March 2016  
and will commence at 1pm sharp, after which time the doors will close.

The AGM venue address is:-

Albert Hall, corner Corner Tamar and Cimitiere Streets, Launceston, Tasmania

Financial members, who are not registered for the AGM Event, can still attend the meeting.  

Due to the time constraints involved with processing the Annual General Meeting attendees and the neces-
sary preparations that take place in readiness for the vote counting procedures, we ask that members who 

wish to attend the AGM please ensure an arrival that allows for adequate time to be registered and be seated 
in readiness for a prompt start.

Only financial members can attend the AGM, vote, and have speaking rights, so please check your mem-
bership expiry date prior to your arrival and if expired please renew your membership before lining up for 

entry into the Annual General Meeting. 

In order not to be disappointed, please remember that the doors will close once the meeting commences 
and members who arrive late will be unable to gain access to the AGM, thus allowing the business of the 

day to continue uninterrupted. 

The Civic Welcome will take place at Royal Park, Park Street, Launceston at 11 a.m. on Saturday the 5th of 
March, 2016 at the conclusion of the Grand Parade.  The Grand Parade will start at the University of Tasma-

nia recreation grounds on Brooks Road, Newnham, which is approximately 4.5 kilometres from the AGM 
Event venue and campsite and will finish at Royal Park, Park Street, Launceston.

Mark Seja 
National Secretary
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OrganisedRides 
2016 AGM Event   
‘Big Day Out.’  A day covering approximately 
420 kilometres for the very capable rider. A bit 
of everything riding via the Midland Highway to 
Campbell Town then via Poatina and up the side of a 
mountain to Miena. Travel south from here through 
changing countryside to Bothwell, Oatlands and Ross 
before returning home on the Midland Highway again. 

‘North East Circuit.’  Second of the big days – an 
interesting, twisty start to a 320 kilometre ride via 
Targa, Scottsdale, Derby (old mining area) and via some 
more twisty passes to Weldborough.  On then through 
rain forests and down the east coast, St Helens to St 
Marys (more twisties), returning through the Fingal 
valley, Conara and Epping Forest and the Midland 
Highway.

‘Bicheno.’ Third of the big ride days, travelling 350 
kilometres via Midland Highway to Conara then on 
the easy riding A4 to Fingal and St Marys. Down the 
twisties to the pretty township of Bicheno, then Lake 
Leake and the sweeping countryside road to Campbell 
Town, followed by the C522 to Cressy with a little more 
country road riding home.

‘Sheffield Murals’ A medium length day travelling 250 
kilometres via the West Tamar Highway to Exeter then 
country riding south to Westbury. From here to Railton 
and Sheffield with time to view the murals here. We 
return via Mt Claude Lookout, with an up and down, 
twisty ride via Mole Creek to Deloraine and an easy 
cruise home from there.

‘Reliquaire.’ Another medium length day via Westwood 
and Deloraine, then Railton and Reliquaire (an 
unbelievable shop) at Latrobe. Plenty of time and lots 

to see here in this Emporium and eclectic wonderland 
of gifts and toys before returning on the Bass Highway 
to Elizabeth Town and via Westbury and Westwood 
home. About 250 kilometres.

‘Legerwood.’ Via Targa, The Sideling and Scottsdale 
to view the Legerwood tree carvings, then back to 
Scottsdale and on to Bridport, George Town and Low 
Head at the mouth of the Tamar River. We ride back via 
the Batman Bridge to quaint Grindelwald and home via 
the West Tamar Highway. A medium day’s ride of about 
260 kilometres.

‘Beaconsfield Mine.’ Ride the West Tamar Highway 
through Grindelwald and the coastline road 
through Gravelly Beach to Beauty Point. A tour 
BEACONSFIELD MINE is included in our day before 
we continue on to Frankford then travel home via 
Birralee and Hadspen. Another shorter day’s ride of 
about 170 kilometres.  

‘Inner/Outer.’ A ‘ninety percent’ country roads ride 
of some 200 kilometres - Evandale, then cross the 
Midland Highway and ride the C520 to Campbell Town 
and Ross Bakery for lunch, back via Campbell Town 
and the C522 to Cressy, Longford and home.

‘The Sideling.’ A country road trip out to Scottsdale via 
Lilydale then 16 km of twisties, riding up and over The 
Sideling to Targa then on through Nunamara home. 
A 130 kilometre ride taking around three hours with 
smoko break. We propose to run this ride morning and 
afternoon. 

‘Woolmer’s Estate.’ A lot of Tasmania’s history is 
encapsulated in this sixth generation, Archer family 
home. Though it takes only around 40 minutes to 
ride to Woolmer’s Estate from Launceston, we can 
easily spend over two hours here on the guided tour 
as well as looking around the rose gardens and Estate. 
Woolmer’s is a ‘must see’ while in Tasmania. This run 
may be offered twice  daily. 

image sourced: bikeroundoz.com
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Groups Tasmania has organised a large variety of day and half day tours for you to enjoy while visiting Launceston. Relax on a 
tour through beautiful scenery, or tour our world renown cool climate wine region. Why no challenge yourself and your mates to 
clay shooting, archery or fly fishing. And as for your evenings, there is a cruise dinner or a elegant evening with a degustation 
dinner at an internationally award winning winery. Socialise, have fun, and let us do the driving. 

Cruise / Dinner. Mon 29 Feb. $135 pp 
Cruise along Tamar River, dinner at Rosevears Tavern. What a way to begin your 
time in Launceston.  
Josef Chromy Degustation. Thu 03 Mar. $200 pp 
Indulge yourself with a 4 course degustation including matching wines at this award 
winning winery that has magnificent views. 
Wine & Whisky. Wed 02 Mar & Fri 04 Mar. $90 pp 
Tasmania is becoming one of the world’s premier whisky producing regions.   
Enjoy samples of some of the best we have to offer. 
Bubbles, Bubbles & Bubbles. Tue 01 Mar & Thu 03 Mar. $85 pp 
Can there ever be enough bubble????? 
Tamar Valley Wine. Mon 29 Feb & Wed 02 Mar. $85 pp 
The Tamar Valley is Australia’s premier cool climate wine region. How can you visit 
Launceston and not sample some of your wines?? 
Meander Valley Farms. Wed 02 Mar & Fri 04 Mar $100 pp 
Salmon, ginseng, honey, chocolate, cherries, truffles, cheese and raspberries.  
Wow—what a day. 
Launceston and West Tamar. Tue 01 Mar & Fri 04 Mar. $75 pp 
Visit the Cataract Gorge, Beaconsfield Mine Centre and Tamar Valley Wetlands. 

Clay Shooting. Wed 02 Mar & Thu 03 Mar. $170 pp 
How are your reflexes? Are you any good with a shotgun? Doesn’t really matter for 
this fun day, just as long as you are better than your mate with you. 
Archery and Fly Fishing. Tue 01 Mar. $170 pp 
Are you better suited to hunting with a bow and arrow, or a fishing line and fly? 
Challenge your mates on this fun day. 
Heritage Estates. Wed 02 Mar. $100 pp 
After Sydney, Van Diemen’s Land was settled next. See some of the opulence of grand 
old mansions and beautiful gardens. 
Caves & Devils. Thu 03 Mar & Fri 04 Mar. $115 pp 
Expansive limestone cave, serene. Tasmanian Devil, savage. Great day for all. 
Cradle Mountain. Tue 01 Mar & Thu 03 Mar. $85 pp 
If a picture is worth a thousand words, then Cradle Mountain is a epic tale. 
Bay Of Fires. Tue 01 Mar & Thu 03 Mar. $85 pp 
Visit a whiter than white beach, plus lavender, rainforest and cheese. Low impact day 
Wineglass Bay. Wed 02 Mar & Fri 04 Mar. $85 pp 
A 30 minute uphill walk for amazing views over this world renown beach.  
Low Head Penguins. Mon 29 Feb & Thu 03 Mar. $60 pp 
What can I say—fairy penguins are funny and cute. 

TO BOOK:  http://www.groupstasmania.com.au/conferences/Ulysses-2016 

Welcome to Launceston. Perfectly located as a base to 
explore the majority of Tasmania, with most destinations 
all within an easy drive. As you spend your week in 
Launceston, why not socialise with your other Ulysses 
AGM attendees and join a coach tour.Relax, laugh, and 
let the local drivers take you around while sharing 
their knowledge of the state. Groups Tasmania has been 
organising tours for more than 16 years, and we have 
selected a variety of options that should appeal to all 
interests. From indulgence to wine, to hunting skills, to 
scenery, to heritage, to farm fresh food, to sightseeing. 

We have it all. The Cruise / Dinner is a perfect way to break 
the ice and catch up with old friends. Wine & Whisky, 
Bubbles, Bubbles & Bubbles, along with Tamar Valley 
Wine all showcase some of the best cool climate wines 
and whiskies we have to offer. Clay Shooting, Archery 
& Fly Fishing for your ‘man skills’, Caves & Devils, 
Cradle Mountain, Bay Of Fires and Wineglass Bay for 
amazing scenery. Heritage Estates for our colonial history. 
Meander Valley Farms to sample some of our agricultural 
best, as well as general sightseeing through Launceston 

and West Tamar. Oh yes, don’t forget the Low Head 
Penguin Tour. And to finish the week, what better way 
than an indulgence dinner at an award winning vineyard 
/ restaurant with the Josef Chromy Degustation. These 
coach tours do require minimum numbers to ensure they 
depart. Bookings will be accepted during the week, but if 
you book early then that will help achieve the minimum 
numbers required to warrant scheduling the tours. 

The Cruise / Dinner and the Josef Chromy Degustation 
require minimum numbers by mid January as these 
involve financial guarantees to providers. Some tours 
have a maximum number, eg. The dinners mentioned 
above, Wine & Whisky, Clay Shooting, Archery / Fly 
Fishing. So avoid missing out by booking early. If any of 
these do over subscribe then we will look at scheduling 
additional tours. Point to note with the Clay Shooting, 
you must possess a current Gun License. A temporary 
one can be applied for, but we will need a minimum of 
30 days for this to be actioned by the Tasmanian Police. 
There are forms that need to be completed which we will 
send once you book.

image sourced: bikeroundoz.com
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$7490 - 19 Days
$6890 - 20 Days
$3990 - 16 Days

$8590 - 20 Days 
$8990 - 20 Days     
$8390 - 20 Days

26 YEARS OF ORGANISING TOURS

TW58_02_AsianExperience.indd   1 10/06/2015   9:16 am
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W ell someone 
has to do it, called 
upon to conduct a test bike 

review for our fantastic ULYSSES club. This road 
test bike is courtesy of BMW Motorrad and a Sydney dealer 
Pro Cycles. I have never ridden a beemer but have heard so 
much about these classy machines so my excitement level 
rose at this opportunity. A one-week tester in daylight 
saving which is on my side for more riding time. Maybe 
I will show off at Harrys Cafe de pies weekly ‘bike 
show’ and to my postie mates at work with their 
jap crap machines.

I do like to do homework & research my 
test machines so looked on my phone 
and downloaded the app “BMW 
motorcycle magazine “ which is a 
USA publication with German 
content. The mag did have a 
test report of this RS but 
whilst I was tempted 
to read it on my 
commute to collect 
the Bavarian 
machine, it is 
best I wait,

so my 
review is 
‘my review’ and not 
under the influence of others.

My first impressions were what a good looking 
machine it is and that distinctive boxer engine 
protrudes horizontally so those pistons punch & pump 
into action literally at your feet.

The staff at 
Sydney’s Pro Cycles 

were helpful and 
gave me a very quick 

rundown on the buttons 
& the electronic dashboard 

signals from the ‘puter. It has a 
keyless ignition so with the fob in 

my pocket we were ready to go, alas 
it would not start, found out the kill 

switch button is for engine start also!

My first trip, to get out of the city, so in keeping 
with the BMW German - European theme I rode 

past the Sydney International Airport terminal 
(got lost), then after visiting Sweden Ikea (lost again) 

through the tunnel onto the motorway. Keep to the limit 
to get the feel for this sports tourer and compare it to my 

FJR was the plan on day one.

My first ride impressions were of the comfortable seat, the almost 
upright riding position and how lightweight this machine is to pick 

up off the stand & wheel around the car park. Is this really a 1200cc, it 
feels and handles like a lightweight 650cc. Suspension settings and ABS 

can be changed on the fly with the push of a button including rain mode. 
The dashboard has oil pressure, tyre pressures and much more.  It yields 

clutch-less up-shifts at any speed, as well as smooth clutch-less downshifts if 
you desire.

I headed south on my first run and after settling in I felt so 
comfortable & so confident in the saddle that I could 

have ridden all day, so I did.  Hit the throttle 
and acceleration hit me like a space 

rocket taking off to the moon. 
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The same power was available in all 6 gears at almost any time.Power to weight ratio is 
unreal with 125 bhp at 235 kg full with 18 litres on board which does around 405km.

So best I check how the brakes perform and the Brembo discs did not let 
me down, but rather slowed me down upon demand quickly & quietly. 
Suspension was fantastic as hardly a bump was felt which was 
unbelievable and a touring bike must which made my first 
203km ride leg a real pleasant & peaceful journey. A few other 
riders commented positively on the machine and even 
a constable on his FJR waived (I think it was a wave 
with his finger) to me.

My second leg up to the beautiful Blue 
Mountains we go on a sunny Sunday 

with many other two wheelers 
out for the day. The beemer & I 

sail through the twisties at pace 
with no effort at all leaning to 
& fro whilst controlling this large 
lightweight engine with effortless 
ease. Couldn’t be more comfortable, 
confident & care free on this Rolls Royce 

of motorcycles.

We stopped for a photo opportunity as was 
appropriate at the Blue Mountains with a BM, then 
took off again and were also ‘photographed’ from a police 
highway patrol car so I guess he also liked this amazing 
two wheels.

The sound from the giant chrome muffler on one side is trademark 
traditional BMW noise, like a trombone in an orchestra, whilst 
the shaft drive compliments the other side and sort of balances the 
equilibrium in looks. With optional panniers fitted which were large 
enough to fit my helmet in then add a top box plus a weather screen up 
front then any destination would be all about the journey, long or short.  
The dual seat arrangement is soft, comfortable & practical with the pillion 
seat having built-in emergency tools underneath and good firm grab rails.

This bike is a go anywhere anytime machine.  I would say a 70/30 sports/ tourer 
and even fine as a commuter weaving through traffic. The R1200RS brings a new 
level of handling and technical sophistication with long- distance comfort as well as 
the performance to boogie in the corners.

RS could stand for “real 
sports “ machine or... “Road 

sports” or Radical Stinkwheel,  but  
this bike is  a Real Serious modern 

lightweight machine which is great for 
us elderly riders.  As a shaft drive tourer just 

add a windscreen & the panniers and your off for 
a very quick & comfortable trip.

BMW really does stand for “Best Motorcycles 
in the World” if this one is any indication.

“Would I have one in my garage, you 
betcha ..... make a great companion 

for my old German  boxer engine 
Volkswagen beetle....”

by Paul Cheetham 
#46164
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STEPPING INTO A MINEFIELD
AUTHOR: IAN MANSFIELD

I
n 1991 I was serving in the Australian army and 
working behind a desk in Canberra.  Out of the blue 
I was posted to command a small team of Australian 
army engineers being sent to Pakistan to train Afghan 

refugees in landmine clearance skills.  The posting was 
for one year and my wife, Margaret, and two children 
came with me.  However, soon after I arrived I left the 
army and joined the United Nations - and didn’t return 
home for another 20 years.  I subsequently worked in 
other post-conflict countries like Laos and Bosnia, as well 
as at UN headquarters in New York and Geneva.  When 
Margaret and I returned to Australia in 2011 to semi-retire, 
I decided to write a book about our experiences living 
and working in war torn countries.  The book is called 
‘Stepping into a Minefield’ and it covers the dangers and 
tragedies involved in landmine clearance, but also the great 
dedication and humour of the thousands of brave men and 
women clearing landmines around the world today.  The 
book also outlines the political, cultural, corruption and 
security ‘minefields’ that I had to navigate along the way, 
which were often more difficult to deal with than the real 
minefields.
I had joined the army back in 1971 and was still at 
the Royal Military College, Duntroon when Gough 
Whitlam was elected in December 1972 and finalized the 
withdrawal of all Australian troops from Vietnam.  The 
1970’s and 1980’s were a quiet time for the army with no 
operational deployments and limited opportunities to 
go overseas, although we kept busy with exercises and 
training.  I had always wanted to learn to ride a motor bike, 
so early in my career I wrangled my way onto a motor bike 
riding training course.  I was in Perth at the time and I did 
the course riding around the Special Air Services (SAS) 

barracks at Swanbourne.  I don’t remember what type of 
bike it was, but it was a big despatch rider’s bike and it 
had the brake and gear foot pedals on the opposite side 
to Japanese bikes.  The good thing was in those days you 
could then take your army licence to the motor registry and 
get an open civvie licence on the spot.  My next posting 
was to Lae in post-Independence Papua New Guinea in 
1977.  There were still a lot of Australian army advisers 
serving in PNG and about 15 of us bought trail bikes.  We 
would spend every weekend roaring through the jungle or 
up the steep kunai grass hills, or drag racing down Nadzab 
airstrip.
During my army career I was fortunate to get some long 
training courses in the USA and Canada and I also served 
in most States of Australia, but when this opportunity 
came in 1991 to go to Pakistan / Afghanistan I jumped 
at it.The Soviets had just withdrawn from their 10 year 
occupation of Afghanistan and it was feared that the 
millions of landmines they left beyond would cause a 
massive humanitarian crisis when the millions of Afghan 
refugees in neighbouring Pakistan and Iran returned home.
In the past, like in Europe in post-World War II, the army 
was sent in to clear the mines.  However, in Afghanistan 
(and later in places like Angola, Cambodia, Mozambique, 
etc) there was no army, hence civilians had to be trained to 
do mine clearance.

 The United Nations had requested assistance in 1989 
and seven countries sent military advisers - Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, Norway, Turkey, the U.K. and the 
United States.Training courses were designed and Afghan 
men living in the huge refugee camps near Peshawar and 
Quetta were given basic instruction in landmine clearance.  

‘Stepping into a Minefield’ by Ian Mansfield is available nationally in 
all good bookstores. The eBook is on iBookstore and Amazon. www.
bigskypublishing.com.au
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Specialist Afghan non-governmental organizations 
were established and they employed the trained mine 
clearers, or ‘de-miners’ as they were called.  The situation 
changed in February 1991 when most countries withdrew 
their contingents to go and take part in the First Gulf 
War.  From 1991 to 1993 Australia was the only nation 
providing support, and the Australian soldiers did a 
fantastic job travelling throughout Afghanistan on training 
missions,as well as undertaking reconnaissance, safety 
inspections and accident investigations.  All up ten 
contingents involving a total of 94 army engineers rotated 
through Afghanistan during the five year commitment.

Anti-personnel landmines are an insidious weapon.  
There are lots of different types and makes of landmines, 
but they are mostly small containers (around the size 
of a coffee cup) made from plastic or bakelite and filled 
with explosives.  A pressure type device at the top of the 
mine will set it off when stepped on.  The landmines are 
mainly designed to maim not kill, and they will blow 
off a man’s foot or part of his leg.  If a child steps on a 
mine they are usually killed.  Most mines are buried in 
shallow holes below the ground and cannot be seen, 
although some landmines do lay on the surface. The 
trouble with landmines, or ‘silent sentries’ as they are 
sometimes called, is that once they are buried they 
cannot differentiate between friend and foe, soldier or 
civilian or adult and child.  They are cheap, long lasting 
and indiscriminate.  I remember seeing landmines in 
Afghanistan that had been in the ground for over 20 
years and they were in perfect condition and still fully 
functioning.

In most mine-affected countries there are no maps of 
where the mines were laid, so specialist teams have to be 
trained to survey areas and then produce detailed maps.  
The most reliable method of finding landmines is still 
the ‘manual method’, that is men or women using metal 
detectors to painstakingly search every square centimetre 
of suspect land.  When the detector sounds the alarm they 
kneel down and gently prod into the ground with a long 
bayonet at a shallow angle to locate the object (if they 
come in too steep or high they may set the mine off).  Just 
enough soil is removed to identify the object and then if it 
is a mine, it is usually blown up in-situ.  However, there 
is always lots of scrap metal, bullet shells, fragments from 
bombs and other metal debris in a war zone, so the false 
alarm rate can be as high as a thousand to one.  That is, 
for every mine found a thousand metal fragments or other 
objects are dug up. 

Dogs can be trained to use their incredible sense of 
small to find landmines, and they have the advantage of 
ignoring the scrap metal and heading straight for the mine.  
However, dogs have their limitations and cannot work in 
long grass or high winds, for example.  Large machines 
can also be used but they are not usually reliable enough 
to achieve 100% clearance of all landmines on their own, 
but they can be used to prepare the ground, like cutting 
vegetation before manual clearance.   Whatever method 
is used to clear mines, it is slow and laborious.  It can 
also be expensive – a mine that may have only cost a 
few dollars to produce can cost upwards of $300 to clear.  
The only advantage in all this is that the mine clearance 
programmes around the world are a good source of 

employment in post-war reconstruction situations, and 
this can help with peace building efforts.
Soon after I arrived in Pakistan in 1991 I was asked to 
fill in as the overall United Nations manager of the mine 
clearance programme, and I subsequently left the army 
to continue this work.   The irony was not lost on me that 
after 23 years serving a peacetime army I had never ‘fired 
a shot in anger’.  Now, in the space of one year working 
for the United Nations in ‘the service of peace’ I had been 
bombed , shot at, had a rifle pointed at my head and I 
had seen more dead and maimed people than I cared to 
remember.  Strange as it may sound though, I found it 
extremely satisfying working in Afghanistan and engaging 
with the Afghans.  One incident typified the attitude 
of most of the Afghans working for the mine clearance 
programme.  A de-miner had accidently stepped on a 
mine at work and had his leg amputated.  

He recovered, was fitted with a prosthetic leg and 
returned to work.  He spoke good English, so when 
visitors were brought to a demining site he would tell his 
story and roll up his
trouser leg to prove the point. The visitors said ‘what a 
brave man you are, losing your leg to a landmine but still 
working as a deminer’.  He would feign modesty and say 
‘No, no, no.  My colleagues are braver then me.  Every day 
when they go in the minefields they are risking two legs.  
Me, I am only risking one’.  

I hadn’t owned a motor bike for quite some years when 
I discovered a little gem.  In the 1950’s the Pakistan 
army used to manufacture Triumph 500cc motor bikes 
under licence.  When they were decommissioned, an old 
Pakistani man in Quetta bought up all the surplus tools 
and parts.  He would then methodically reconstruct a 
couple of bikes each year in his dusty old shed and sell 
them.  I was lucky enough to buy one – formally classed 
as 1952 (the year of my birth) and in the original military 
specifications and colour.  I spent many enjoyable hours 
riding it around Islamabad with my two kids on the back.  
Regrettably, I sold the bike when I left Pakistan.

After 4 ½ years working in Afghanistan I decided to 
move on.  In 1996 got a job with the United Nations in 
Laos where I was an adviser to the Lao government.  
The problem in Laos was not so much landmines as 
unexploded ordnance (UXO) and cluster bombs in 
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particular.  Millions of the small tennis ball size bomblets 
(called ‘bombies’ by the Lao) had been dropped by the US 
during the Vietnam War period.  Due to poor roads and 
communications throughout the country, the government 
had little idea about the extent of the contamination or the 
number of casualties.  One of the first steps we took was 
to commission a national survey, where we sent teams 
of trained men and women into every village in every 
district in every province to ask whether the village had 
been bombed during the war, if bombs were present now 
or if there had been any casualties.  Many of the villages 
were quite remote, so the Government of Japan donated 
some 250cc Kawasaki trail bikes for use by the surveyors.  
Initially we couldn’t work out why the surveyors were very 
reluctant to use the bikes, but then we realized that most 
Lao people are very short and these bikes were very high 
off the ground – the surveyor’s feet couldn’t touch ground 
when they were on the bike!  We made sure the next lot of 
motorbikes we received were of a lower model.
The UXO programme grew quickly in Laos and within two 
years we had set up a training centre, trained over 700 Lao 
people in basic bomb clearance skills and set them to work 
in the most highly affected provinces.  The Lao government 
still follows the communist system, so it was very 
frustrating at times trying to get things achieved and I spent 
much of my time dealing with bureaucracy and red tape.  

In early 1998 an opportunity came up to go to Bosnia 
and run the United Nations mine clearance programme 
there, so I took it.  Margaret and I arrived in Sarajevo and 
although the civil war had ended almost two years earlier, 
we were shocked at the level of damage and destruction in 
Sarajevo.Our main knowledge about Sarajevo had been the 
1984 Winter Olympics where the British skaters Torvill and 
Dean had obtained a perfect score and wonthe gold medal 
dancing to Revel’s ‘Bolero’.After the gentleness of Laos, 
Bosnia was a hard place full of hard people and the scars 
of the war were everywhere.  Because of its proximity to 
Europe, there were numerous international military and aid 
organisations present and the whole political and aid scene 
was quite confusing.  Surprisingly, Sarajevo was quite 
safe and there was very little petty crime.  Of course drug 
smuggling, human trafficking and car theft was prevalent.  
The local joke was that if there was ever to be a tourist 
campaign for Bosnia launched in Germany, it should say 
‘Germans, come to Bosnia, your car or your motor bike are 
already here’.

After six months in Bosnia I was offered a job at the 
headquarters of the United Nations Development 
Programme in New York.  This was a wonderful 
opportunity and I got to travel widely and I was involved 
with setting up landmine clearance programmes in many 
war-torn countries around the world. This was also the 
peak period of world interest in the landmine issue with 
the entry into force of the so-called Ottawa Treaty banning 
landmines, the Nobel Peace Prize being awarded to the 
campaign to ban landmines and the death of Princess 
Diana in late 1997.  For the four and a half years we were 
in New York Margaret and I lived in mid-town Manhattan, 
so motor bikes were put on hold as we didn’t even own a 
car.  It was much easier to walk or catch the subway.  The 
only downside was that we were both at work in New York 

on September 11, 2001 and I saw the second plane hit the 
World Trade Center from my office window. 
In 2003 we opted for a change of pace and I took up a 
position in Geneva with a Swiss foundation that dealt 
with landmines and other explosive remnants of war 
– a job I held for nine years.  Geneva is in a beautiful 
location, situated on the shores of Lake Geneva and in the 
shadows of the Swiss Alps.  On our weekend drives to the 
mountains in the summer I started to notice large groups of 
Germans riding BMW motor bikes wherever we went.  

As I was about to turn 50 the mid-life crisis hit and I 
decided I needed a motor bike again.  I initially thought I 
would buy a Goldwing and off I went to the local Honda 
dealer, literally with my chequebook in my back pocket.  
The Swiss are very punctual and when I arrived at the 
showroom at 11.50 on a Saturday morning the salesman 
tapped his watch and said ‘ferme’.  I said ‘ferme to you to 
mate’ (or words to that effect) and left.  Luckily the BMW 
dealer was much more accommodating and spoke good 
English, so I was soon the proud owner of a BMW 1150 RT.

 

Margaret and I did some wonderful rides around Europe 
and we went through most of the major tunnels or 
mountain passes in the Alps.  When it came time to 
return to Australia I did the sums and figured it was worth 
shipping the bike home.  There was a bit of paperwork 
to submit to Canberra in order to get the approval, but it 
wasn’t too onerous.  The application didn’t require it, but I 
attached a photo of Margaret standing next to my bike with 
my forms and wrote the caption ‘A photo of the love of my 
life, plus my wife’.  Fortunately the bureaucrat must have 
had a sense of humour and I received the approval.  My 
bike was crated up at the freight yard in Geneva and I must 
admit I was most relieved when I saw it unpacked at the 
terminal in Brisbane some months later.  My only concern 
was making sure I was on the correct side of the road after 
nine years of riding on the right.  Roundabouts were the 
worst situation, so I stuck an arrow on my windscreen 
pointing left.  I had heard about the Ulysses Club so joined 
the local Sunshine Coast branch soon after I got back in 
2011 and have enjoyed the camaraderie and rides in the 
beautiful Sunshine Coast hinterland.  I also rode down to 
Wodonga this year to attend my first AGM.  I look forward 
to many more years being a Ulysses member.

Ian Mansfield  # 62321
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The Joey is quick & easy 60 second setup with 
a queen size bed. The Boomer is easy to setup, 

with both annexes it is a roomy 5830mm x 
3300mm and very comfortable, light weight.

Made for motorbikes or small cars. 
Many extra options available. 

Phone Ray 0429 890 830 
email acrossozcampers@telstra.com

www.acrossozcampers.com

Joey Boomer

Andy Strapz, for life, 
not just for Xmas

 

Expedition 
Panniers

Your authorised  
Earmold  

representative

If it wears the 
Andy Strapz brand, 

it’s made to the highest 
standards here in Australia

30 Litre 
A Bag

18 Litre 
AA Bag

Andy Strapz 
approved gear is 
tested rigorously

Waterproof Boots 
Adventure 

111 Pce 
Honiton 
Toolkit

browse our online store for plenty more options

Scoota Bag

Bucket Bag

Sholda Bag

Jetboil

Waterproof Boots, Voyage

Ortlieb Rackpack
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I have learnt a very valuable lesson in the past couple of 
weeks. Don’t get excited when your other half  says he’s 
bought you a bike for your birthday. 

Back in March of this year my hubby surprised me by getting 
me a new motorcycle for my 50th Birthday (FYI  it’s not until 

November). Now you’re possibly thinking what a wonderful husband 
this woman has BUT the new bike came with a few catches. Firstly, 
there were 2 – his and hers. Secondly it wasn’t a new Triumph 
or a Harley but a 230cc SkyTeam V-Retro (a Chinese Import) and 
finally .... the bikes were in Perth and still in their crates. To get my 
“present”, we had to fly to Perth, build the bikes and then ride them 
back to Ipswich - via the centre of Australia.

As a kid I rode bikes around paddocks but it wasn’t until I met 
Mark that I got my licence and bought my beloved 2008 Triumph 
Speedmaster. I now ride with the Ipswich Branch and commute 
50km per day to work but it had been over 33 year since I had ridden 
any dirt tracks. 

Anyway, I didn’t let this phase me and allowed him to continue 
planning, growing evermore fearful as each month passed. Finally it 
got down to weeks and then days and I realised I was still living in 
denial. What the hell was I getting myself into? Mark had done the 
crossing a number of times but me? Was I really up to it? 

I wasn’t fazed when I was told I could only take limited clothing 
(riding pants and 2 shirts) – we needed to travel light and the more 
clothing & accessories I took the less room there was for essentials 
such as fuel and camping gear. So on the 16th September with the 
cloths on my back and another set packed inside my helmet we flew 
to Perth. 

The next 2 days (Thursday & Friday) were spent building the bikes. 
Mark had paid $1995.00 each for the registered bikes but had them 
delivered unassembled so he could make some modifications. 
He replaced the front tyres (Pirelli) and tubes (Bridgestone), 
disassembled and serviced the forks for a softer ride, change the 
cooking oil inhabiting the sump to Penrite15W50, fitted DID 
O-ring chains and finally mounting a rack and top box.  Having 
completed the assembly process, Mark rode HIS bike around the 
block and promptly pronounced BOTH bikes “good to go”. The 
plan was to start our ride from Kings Park at sunrise however having 
unexpectedly lost the best part of 1 day assembling bikes we decided 
to leave from the Perth hills the following morning. So with 2.3km 
on the odometer of my bike and 4.2km on Mark’s we left Sovereign 
Hill in the evening of Friday 18th, Mark’s birthday for my birthday 
ride! The running in process was 90km through peak hour traffic 
on loaded ‘mini bikes’ to Kings Park in Perth for some photo’s. This 
would signify the beginning of our ride across Australia. 
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Day 1 Saturday 19/9/2015 – The morning was overcast 
with light rain on occasions and  freezing cold. We were up 
and on the road by 6.30am as we needed to travel 676km 
to get to Menzies that night. Unfortunately the maximum 
speed on these little beauties was 85Km per hour!  Yes 
that was top speed so most of our time was spend on the 
shoulder of the road avoiding all the trucks and cars. As 
we travelled east  though Merredin and Southern Cross we 
realised that fuel might be an issue as we were only getting 
about 250km out of a tank, this dropped to 225km from 
Southern Cross & Kalgoorlie. The headwinds were killing 
us. From Kalgoorlie we headed north to Menzies for the 
night arriving a little after dark and set up camp with 
no problems to report. At least tomorrow there will be no 
headwinds.

Day 2 Sunday 20/9/2015 –Up and out early again 
today with 779km ahead of us. The road from Menzies to 
Laverton was bitumen (228km).  Mark informed me that the 
next part of the ride there would be a bit of dirt and a bit of 
bitumen also, he didn’t tell me that the ‘real’ the bitumen 
was 1200km away though. Laverton to Warburton, 551km, 
would be all dirt. It was hard packed but the corrugations 
were not great if you dropped below 60km. To avoid being 
shaken to pieces we need to keep the speed around 80km 
per hour (top speed). It was on this road that I saw my first 
wild Camels, just standing there watching everyone go past. 
Most times they ran beside us and then off into the yonder 
but one did decide that he was going to cut me off. Luckily I 
was going slow enough to avoid him; I didn’t see where the 
other 2 dozen camels went. 

Darkness fell with about 200km of dirt left to ride. With that 
came the discovery that the lights on the bikes were useless 
and I could only see a couple of metres in front of me even 
on high beam. As the camp ground at Warburton is a fenced 
enclosure we needed to get there early enough to be let in 
so we needed to really push the bikes with very limited 
vision. It was at this point that I had my first “but I’m a girl” 
moment. Doing multiple deals with anyone and everyone 
in my head but knowing that I just had to suck it up and get 
on with it. I was literally overwhelmed when we came to 
the bitumen on the outskirts of Warburton. I thanked those 
who had delivered me safely to this spot. Alas it’s a cruel 
joke as it only lasts for a short while and then you’re thrown 
back into dirt. Even the locals don’t know why it’s there.  At 
about 9pm we finally arrived at the compound tired, hungry 
and desperate for a shower. Dinner was a can of ‘muck’ 
that smelt only a little better than what we give our dog. 
Definitely went to bed hungry this night. 
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Day 3 Monday 21/9/2015 – Today we need to cover just 
551km but we needed to wait for the fuel to open at 9am. 
Walking out of the compound was like walking into peak hour 
at central station. Literally every man, woman, child and their 
dogs were there (plus a woman with her Persian cat sitting on 
the dash of her Hilux – yes I kid you not). Today we were to 
travel from Warburton in WA to Yulara (Uluru) in the Northern 
Territory. The dirt was lovely to ride until we reached Docker 
River (Kaltukatjara). Then the nightmare of sand began. Dirt I 
love, could ride it all day but when you throw in the occasional 
piece of sand to slow you down it’s exhausting. 

This was another day where we were forced to ride into camp 
in the dark however the sand and the hours on the bike were 
starting to take its toll.  Insert second “I’m a girl” moment with 
again lots of promises to every man, his dog and even his camel 
to get me though this one. You could say that day 3 was not a 
good day for this little duck. The bikes had been performing 
phenomenally well which made me think – if they can do it 
then what the hell was I crying about. Right at this moment 
Mark commented that this is the type of “fun” that he and his 
mates have when they do their endurance rides; finishing with 
“are you having fun yet”? My response is unprintable but I’m 
sure you get the idea. 

At about 10.15pm (local) we pulled into the car park at Kata 
Tjuta (The Olgas). Couldn’t really see much but there was 
bitumen and I again was the happiest girl on the planet. I didn’t 
even care that I ran out of fuel before we got to the campground 

or that we couldn’t get a wine upon arrival. There was 
bitumen and a hot shower. Note to all, you have to be 
booked in to be served at the resort hotels. In regard 
to fuel, we only needed 2L of the 10L spare fuel we 
carried.

Day 4 – Tuesday 22/9/15 - Finally a sleep in! No 
getting up and riding for 500+k’s. After doing some 
domestic’s we were back on the bikes but this time 
we were off to see “The Rock”. All the upsets of 
the past 2 days were forgotten as we gazed upon its 
splendour.  After taking about a million photos and a 
short walk around the rock we were off to Kata Tjuta. 
I can’t decide which amazed me more, Kata Tjuta or 
Uluru. Kata Tjuta was so much bigger and although 
only 40km apart they were vastly different. My 
favourite moment of the day was stopping at the Kata 
Tjuta viewing platform and being able to look over 
my shoulder and see Uluru. We did the customary 
sunset at Uluru, however where everyone was taking 
photos of themselves or their kids in front of the Rock 
we lined up our bikes. Mark was also having fun 
with a newlywed Austrian couple who had read that 
everything in Australia was out to kill them; animals, 
reptiles, fish, birds and wombats. After finding out that 
Austria is appx 720km x 420km Mark announced that 
we had travelled 1610km just to get out of the first 
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state and we wouldn’t see a traffic light for appx 4200kms, 

Yep this island is a big place.

Day 5  Wednesday 23/9/15 -Today’s journey was to 

take us from Ayers Rock Resort to Oodnadatta (712km). 

The road would be bitumen to Marla (499km) and then 

back on the dirt. We, like everyone else just stopped for a 

quick happy snap at Mt Connor on the way to Erldunda.  

So much bigger than Uluru and totally ripped off when 

it comes to tourism. Stopping at Kulgera for lunch the 

decision was made that rather than turning onto the 

Oodnadatta Track at Marla we would continue down 

the bitumen to Coober Pedy and then cutover to the 

Oodnadatta track at William Creek. This would put us back 

on track to be home by Sunday. We would now overnight 

at Cadney Park (150km north of Coober Pedy). 

Darkness fell on us at Marla. Although it was bitumen this 

time, this section of road is all unfenced so not only did we 

have to deal with the Road Trains but also cattle. Our speed 

was kept to 60km per hour for safety. The journey took 

us about 3hrs but at least there was no pitching the tent 

when we arrived. Budget accommodation was a room with 

shared facilities but it was a room you could walk around 

in with a bed. You really do learn to appreciate the simple 

things when you rough it.

Day 6  Thursday 24/9/15 - No need to pack up camp 

and the bikes were already fuelled so it was up and off. 

Only 524kms today. We took a quick run out to The 

Breakaways (about 30km north of Coober Pedy). This I 

would have to say is my favourite place in the outback. 

We discovered it back in 2011 when we were out there for 

Mark’s 50th. Really worth the drive in from the highway if 

you’re out that way (especially if there is a full moon).

 Breakfast was at Coober Pedy and then we were back 

on dirt again. 374km of it all the way to Marree via 

William Creek and Lake Eyre South. Coober Pedy to 

William Creek was possibly the best dirt riding of the 

whole trip. The road was fantastic to ride. Having last 

been at William Creek back in 2011 when there was 

water in the lake there were 100’s of people there each 

day. Now it was like a ghost town. 

We travelled on and again it was dark when we 

arrived at Marree. This time it was fuel that let me 

down, 195km out of the tank. The worst day of 

fuel consumption I had so far. All was forgiven and 

forgotten though as tonight’s accommodation was the 

Marree Hotel. Another place I highly recommend. 

A beautiful 2 story hotel that has been turned into a 

museum of local history. While dining you can read 

the story of Donald Campbell’s Bluebird land-speed 

record attempt or have a drink in the Tom Kruse room 

and read about the former mail carrier on the Birdsville 

track. Well worth it – oh and the Pork Sirloin on the 

menu is to die for. 

Day 7  Friday 25/9/15 –This morning both our 

heads were telling us we must of had a good time 

last night. Breakfast was included in our nights’ 

accommodation and it was so needed. The Birdsville 

Track (Marree to Birdsville) is 535Km all dirt and 

Darkness fell on us at Marla. Although it was bitumen this time, this section of road is all unfenced so not only did we have to deal with the Road Trains but also cattle.

“ “
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rough! Just north of Mungerannie Hotel (300km south of Birdsville) 
I had the first real problem with my bike. No matter how much 
throttle I gave it, he just wouldn’t get up any speed. The back 
brake had seized on. My trusty mechanic fixed the problem but it 
meant more caution was needed when using the front brakes in 
the dirt. This also made me more aware of the difference between 
Queensland roads and other states. Queensland loved its curves, 
WA dirt roads were straight, went on forever in front of you, 
straight. The Birdsville track was turn after turn after turn and each 
one of them a pain in the preverbal.  It was hard to find the tracks 
for comfortable riding and corning had to be done cautiously. 

We arrived in Birdsville just after 5.30pm. After making ourselves 
respectable we headed to the iconic Birdsville Hotel for dinner, 
drinks and the Bronco’s vs Roosters game. We successfully managed 
to get 2 out of the 3. The town’s satellite was down and there was no 
football. It was the same in our room. Thanks to Facebook (Goth) we 
were kept up to date with the scores. 

Day 8 Saturday 26/9/15 – Last night Mark had realised that 
we didn’t have enough fuel (even with our extra 10ltrs) to make it 
from Birdsville to Windorah, 410km away. Eventually we decanted 
the oil we were carrying into another container and used this as our 
extra fuel container. So off we went with high hopes. As the races 
had been on at the beginning of the month the Development Road 
wasn’t too bad but it had its moments. Especially the moment when 
we realised the decanted the oil into had leaked in his top box. All 
over our sleeping bags. What a shame, no more camping. 

Quilpie was our destination for tonight. Only 246km but at least it 
was all bitumen. The woman at the fuel stop said we were mad and 
as we headed out I was beginning to think she was correct. There 
would be a dead animal every half a meter if not more. Cows, Roos, 
Eagles, Pigs and Emu’s littered the road. The smell was disgusting.  
It was about 100km outside of Quilpie that my luck ran out. We 
were only doing about 60km when a large red roo appeared in the 
head lights in front of me. Unable to swerve I just braced myself. 
He hit the guard and travelled down the right hand side of the bike 
hitting the bars, my helmet, shoulder and knee. I have no idea how 
I managed to stay upright but thankfully I did. The Roo apparently 
unharmed got up and hopped away. I had survived albeit my knee 
and shoulder were sore. The bike came away with a slight bend in 
the bars but otherwise it too had survived. We arrived at Quilpie 
about 9pm (in time to watch the Cowboys win). Total days riding 
656km. 

Day 9  Sunday 27/9/15 -To be able to make it home today we 
needed to get up and out early. Both of us were due back at work 
tomorrow (Monday). There was just the small issue of 965km ahead 
of us. The Roo’s were still out but not as bad as the night before. 
Most of morning ride was spent avoiding road kill. There was no 
time for stopping or sightseeing we had to keep moving. Along the 
road Mark and I managed to get separated and I made Toowoomba 

about an hour before him. I rode My Birthday Present 
into our yard at about 10pm. As promised the bike 
has since been enjoying a nice quiet rest in our 
carport.

Perth to Ipswich, 5239km, 8 days, 2 x 230cc Chinese 
import bike and a Big Rock. An adventure I am 
proud to say I have done and can’t wait to do again. 
Adventure before Dementia!

Marita Williamson #63926
Ipswich Branch
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www.postiebikechallenge.org    Ph. +61 7 3264 7727

Western Australia
3 - 12 September 2016

 A truly unique adventure that will have you recounting stories to
your friends adnauseam. Ride  3500+km, on an unmodified Honda
CT110 from Perth through central WA and finish in Broome.

A serious adventure - remote country, small towns, bitumen, dirt,
corrugations, and bulldust make this a great adventure. Not a race,
nor a tour, it is a challenge and a whole lot of fun!

Register early! This is our most popular event.

$5750 (AUD): Incl bike, accomm, meals, fuel, mechanics,
spares, support vehicles.
                                            OR
  ENTER THE DRAW FOR FREE ENTRY!

Great American Touring
www.gamct.com

800.727.3390
0011.1.440.349.1201 Int’l

*You really don’t need to worry about Rule #2.
If you’re lucky, you’ll SEE a bear - we often do!

So Many Roads,
So Little Time

From below sea level in Death Valley to the highest paved road in
North America, from ghost towns and deserts to lush forests with
flowing rivers and towering waterfalls, we’ve got something for
everyone. And every day, you’ll be on the best motorcycle roads we
can find. Of course you’ll see famous places - and we’ll show you
some hidden gems and personal glimpses into Americana that you
might not find on your own.
Make every day a Great American Day - get on the Road with us -
guided, self-guided, motorcycle hire or Auto Tour - in 2016!
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Engineers certificate can now be issued for 
registration in all Australian States.

02 4357 1888
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The 
Motorcycling 

Years 
 1958 – 2015

I
t all started with a yellow dotted line on the New 
England Highway in the early 1950s. My brother had 
just come home from college with his new 500cc Royal 
Enfield Red Hunter and had taken me for a ride on it 
out along the bitumen with the occasional weave in and 

out of those dotted lines.  I was then eleven years old and 
from that moment was hooked,
line and sinker.

In 1958 I started work in a bank in Quirindi and living some 
ten miles away, needed transport, so I started to look around 
for a set of two wheels and finally managed to convince 
a local kid to sell me his bike. This was a 1948 500cc 
single cylinder AJS with a rigid rear end that was quite 
incompatible with the corrugated gravel roads in the area. 
However it was powered two-wheel transport. I paid a hard 
earned twenty-five pounds for that bike.

My first ride was interesting in that the kid I bought it from 
wasn’t on hand the first afternoon of my journey home. So, 
after 10 minutes of kicking, I was worn out, swearing and 
wondering what I’d got into when a kindly passerby showed 
me how to turn on the petrol tap and give the carby a good 
tickle. This worked and with a stab (maybe it was up, now 
I remember) on the right hand side gear lever, dropping the 
clutch like a hot spud, I lurched across the road into the back 
yard of the Police Station where I managed to manoeuver the 
bike back out the gate and up the road as though nothing had 
happened!  

I might mention the NSW motorcycle rider’s licencing 
process in those days too. First of all and at aged sixteen 
years and nine months you went to the Police Station, 
answered a few very easy questions, picked up a learner’s 

permit and cardboard “L” plate, then after three months 
“learning” you presented back at the station with the bike. 
The Sergeant then instructed you to mount up, start the bike, 
ride up the main street, in this case to the Railway Hotel a 
block away, do a “uturn” and come back to the station with 
another uturn, park and head back inside where the officer 
had already typed out the green motorcycle rider’s license. 
The Holy Grail.

That first ride home was uneventful except that I ran over a 
small piglet that was going as fast as it could across the road 
(not quite fast enough). A few squeals but I‘m not really sure 
what happened to it though. Arriving home, Mum and Dad 
weren’t that excited about my purchase but certainly had to 
get used to my motorcycling obsession from that day on.
Ah, our poor, long suffering parents!

A few years later there was a motorcycle dealer in town who 
in addition to his motorcycle repair business, brought in a 
brand new Triumph “bathtub” Thunderbird he thought he 
might be able to sell to one of us young blokes who used 
to hang around his shop. Of course those of us who had 
licences did many “demo” miles on the bike and enjoyed it 
immensely, we rode it week after week. Unfortunately none 
of us had the funds to buy it so he never sold it.

I did many rides with my mates in those days and with me 
being on the slowest and most unreliable of bikes, I was also 
flagged off first on a ride so that the others could follow on 
later to either pick me up if I had fallen off or get the old 
Jazza going again if it had broken down. One of the more 
hair-raising rides was on a local gravel road, across three off-
line wooden bridges and as fast as we could to get to town 
without coming to grief. Once again, no helmets and usually 
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jeans and sandshoes (bought at the local store for ten bob a 
pair).

 Yes, sometimes I did fall off, mostly on gravel roads because 
that’s what we mainly rode on. The offs were usually on 
corners, where I missed it, slipped into the table drain and 
then A over Zedded into the bushes – or sometimes a fence. I 
was lucky that I was never injured in those early days.

Yes, no helmets in those days. In fact compulsory helmet 
laws weren’t introduced into most of the States until 1972, 
with the exception of Victoria who introduced the laws in 
1968, making it difficult for riders from the other States. 

Of course as far as motorcycle gear generally was concerned, 
there was little to choose from: Fur- lined ex WW2 RAAF 
boots and gloves, the ubiquitous blue jeans, Amcos I 
remember, shorts sometimes in the summer months and 
that was about it. At one point I decided to have some sort of 
head protection (for a short while) and that was a WW2fiber 
constructed tank commander’s helmet with ear sidepieces. 
A pretty cool looking piece of gear (I thought) but everyone 
laughed at it so I chucked it away. 

Moving on a bit, I sold the AJS, however stick with me 
because, later on there is a remarkable ending to that 
decision to sell the bike.

I soon purchased a 1950 Tiger 100, which some time later 
caught fire at my boarding house. It had backfired through 
the carburetor while attempting to start the thing, and much 
to the chagrin of the Landlady, Mrs. Green, bless her heart, I 
had dug up half of her side garden bed to throw on the fire 
to put it out. Unfortunately that didn’t do the job and bike 
was a wreck; sort of looked quite sad sitting there covered in 
dirt with smoke oozing out of it. I had a trip to Sydney a bit 
later and bought another Triumph, a later model and upon 
which I eventually took to Sydney in 1961 following my 
transfer in the Bank to Dee Why as a teller. This was where I 
met my wife Helen, who had just started there as a typist and 
eventually we became an item. We still are.

At this stage of our relationship there were a few initial 
problems with Helen’s mum. She liked her daughter’s 
boyfriend as a bank teller, however she didn’t like 
motorbikes and wouldn’t allow me to take her out on the 
bike. Fair enough I guess. Although her husband used to cart 
their kids around on his BSA Bantam when they were little. 
Anyway the situation remained, I sold the bike I had and 
bought a 1955 Triumph Speed Twin, a really good bike that 
one. It was delivered to me at Mona Vale in a box sidecar 
attached to an old Indian motorcycle and piloted by the 
owner of the bike shop. 

It’s funny how things work out. This was in the early 1960s 
and Helen and I had just got engaged (as you did in those 
days), and at the time I used to ride each day to work on 
Pittwater Road from Mona Vale to Dee Why. This particular 
morning, I set off on my daily commute, in a new suit, no 
dedicated riding gear or helmet and down the street when 
all of a sudden I was T-boned by a VW beetle that had run a 
STOP sign on my left. Bang! Hit the front door, over the roof 
goes I, poor trumpy cartwheeling along the road. Silence; for 

a bit.

I picked myself up, amazingly no damage to me (now, what 
was the name of that lucky star I was born under?) The new 

suit however was not good. The knees were gone; the elbows 
in the coat were too.  The lady in the dub was an emotional 
mess; the bike was pretty banged up too and later written 
off. A couple of blokes helped me drag it to the footpath and 
I hobbled off up the street to my house where I was fussed 
over by my poor old mum. I then rang the branch office to 
report sick for the day. Next day though, I went back to work, 
Dad giving me a lift. I was OK. I never did find out what 
happened to the VW driver.  

Of course the Speedie was a write-off. So, I thought I now 
have the opportunity to get in the good books with my future 
mother-in-law, as this was a chance to go four wheels for a 
change. I spent the next few weeks checking out cars and 
finally ended up with a 1956 small window VW beetle! 
Nearly the same as the one that I tangled with on the bike. 
Strange huh! 

Onwards, we had some good times in “Hitler’s revenge” and 
eventually traded up to a new VW 1200 in 1964. In 1967 
Helen and I were married and bought our first house on the 
Northern Beaches. Not so easy to do that now. Of course 
this meant that I could now get back into bikes! So down to 
Doug Bakers in Pittwater Road, Balgowlah where I bought 
a new Suzuki B120. I was back on two wheels! Incidentally 
I still have the little metal Suzuki key ring I was given with 
the Suzy.  A good little bike and ideal for the daily grind into 
the city a bit later where I was working. A year or so later I 
bought a Honda CT90 dirt bike upon which I introduced my 
first-born son to motorcycling with him perched on the tank 
and riding around the front yard. Keith is now a family man, 
passionate about motorcycles, rides a Tiger 800XC on big 
outback rallies with his brother, is also into trials riding and 
his son now has his bike “P” plate and rides as well. I must 
have really started something there!

The 1970s was a real turning point for the bikes. Japan was 
entering the fray with the “You meet the nicest people on a 
Honda” advertisements and I had already subscribed to that 
excellent magazine of the day, “Two Wheels”. I have every 
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issue of that magazine from the first one published in June 
1968 when the editor was Tom Floyd and the Editor-in-
Chief was Bill Tuckey, right through the next 40 years to 
when I thought enough is enough, at the July 2008 issue, 
with thatfirst class Moto-journalist Jeremy Bowdler, as 
Editor. It is really good to browse through those early mags 
that adorn most of one wall of my office, in binders too, and 
recall the simpler days of motorcycling and testing like road 
tests of those fearsome, terrifying, howling two strokes, the 
500 Mach 3, and 750 Kawasaki’s.

There are a couple of excellent quotes from an original road 
test of the Mach 3 in the November 1969 “Two Wheels” – 

 “…There comes into everyman’s life, or in the life of every 
road tester, a machine…in my case it was the Kawasaki 
Mach 111. Instant Kamikaze.  Just add throttle!” 

The handling of the Mach 111 was pretty quirky too. And 
the tester said after a go on it…

“….it was like riding a rocket powered corkscrew”.  
Wonderful words! Scary bikes.

In 1971 I thought it time to dismount from the tiddlers 
and get back into real bikes so I picked up a second hand 
Kawasaki Samurai. This was a pretty potent 250 two stroke 
that was nearly as quick as the Suzuki Hustler 250s. After a 
while I and the other road users, got sick of the blue smoke 
screen behind me so I bought a Suzuki GT 250, another 
stroker, and it had “Ram Air” whatever that was. This was 
an excellent bike, fast, reliable and could be ridden on tar or 
dirt with equal confidence. I did a lot of miles on this bike, 
bush, single-track stuff, and obscure roads through the Blue 
Mountains and Wombeyan Caves areas, everywhere.

I kept this bike for a few years until, in 1976; my wife 
bought for me, the then (to me) epitome of touring 
motorcycles – a brand new BMW R75/6. I think the 
price was around the $4k figure. It was of course, black 
with white pinstripes. Beautiful. There is no black like 
BMW traditional black. I picked this up from Tom Byrnes 
Dealership - Sid Seymour was the salesman -  in Sydney 
and that first afternoon rode it home across the Harbour 
Bridge feeling like Ulysses himself returning from an 
adventure. I remember an approaching car with two girls 
hanging out the window waving madly with thumbs up 
as I sailed serenely past. Talk about being chuffed. I was of 
course, A BMW rider!

I loved this BM. It had everything, quality, rideability, 
reliability and of course prestige. At the first service, 
Sid mentioned to me that if I removed the petrol tank 
at anytime, check the front right hand corner under the 
tank itself and there would be the initials of the German 
paint shop artisan that applied the pin stripes on the tank. 
Sure enough the initials were there, they were like a large 
scribbly “X”. If anyone has an original, unpolluted /6, check 
it out. And if you also look carefully, those pin stripes were 
applied by hand, with a brush using a template. Amazing 
craftsmanship. And quite possibly applied by a woman.

Through the seventies I went everywhere on this bike, 
commuting into the Sydney CBD for a few years until 
moving to the country in my job, as well as weekend and 
longer trips. Two of the big long rides on the beemer were to 
Birdsville in 1978 then Tibooburra in 1979. The Birdsville 
run was a good one even though the track itself was rough 
and had numerous washouts, not like today, as it is a wide 
fast gravel highway from Maree to Birdsville. There were 
two of us on this ride, Gary on his big rorty Honda XL 350 
and me on the BM. All was good until we reached the 
Inland track near Clifton Hills. This track was flooded so 
we had to detour around through long stretches of mud 
and then take a small ferry type boat across Goyder Lagoon 
before pressing on to Birdsville. In those days the original 
Birdsville hotel was in place. There was not much more in 
the town apart from some ancient slab buildings.  We then 
headed for home via Betoota and Windorah.

Big Trip #2 in 1979 was with a couple of mates, Jim and 
Gary, who wereon roadies too, 750D Yamaha triples, 
shafties. We rode up to Broken Hill, Tibooburra, through 
the dog fence at Warri Gate to Santos and Nappa Merrie 
then through sand hill and scrub country to Innamincka. 
A detour out to the Burke and Wills “Dig Tree” then back 
across country to Noccundra and through to Thargomindah 
before heading home. All this on road bikes, with road 
tyres. A bit different to the Adventure Bike scene today. 

I dropped the bike a few times; broke a headlight and my 
mirrors and one blinker are still out there near Bransby 
Outstation! We had a great couple of days at the Noccundra 
pub too. Plenty of beers and a huge steak with a couple of 
eggs on top was the meal of choice for tea (dinner) In fact 
the only choice. At the pub was this ancient old fellow who 
lived there permanently and slept on the billiard table every 
night. He came with the property and licence each time it 
was sold, as a part of the contract, we were told by the then 
owner.
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Into the early eighties and I still had the BMW R75/6. Until, 
one day in a bike magazine, I saw a picture of the new 
BMW R80 G/s! After reading early road tests I had to have 
one of these. Back to see Sid at Tom Byrnes and a deal was 
made on a new G/s. Dark blue tank with a red flash on the 
side and amazingly, a single sided swing arm. It looked a bit 
weird from the left hand side I must say, with no apparent 
support for the back wheel. However it was a gem, that 800 
boxer motor was, I think, the absolute best of the old two 
valve air heads.

Here we come to the continuing tale of my original old 
AJS. An interesting thing happened in about 1984/5. We 
were visiting my old town of Wallabadah and having a 
couple at the local pub, when the subject of motorcycles 
came up naturally as a few of the blokes that I rode with 
as a kid were still about. I asked about my old AJS I had 
in the fifties and did anyone remember or know what had 
happened to it. Well, to shorten a long story, it came about 
that it was rememberedwho bought it, where it went and 
who had it now!  After a few more enquiries, I discovered 
where it was, so on our way home and on spec, we called 
in to an old dairy farm near Maitland where we met the 
parents of the bloke who owned it. He wasn’t there but we 
were taken down the paddock to the old unused dairy and 
there, literally amongst the hay bales was the old Jazza!  
Pretty well complete except for a missing headlight and a 
few small bits. It even still had the quarter inch metal stays 
I fashioned and painted red for the leather saddlebags I’d 
had made by the local boot maker all those years ago. I took 
a few photos with me on the bike naturally.  In later times 
I made a few attempts to contact the owner but to no avail. 
A pity, as it would’ve been a terrific restoration project. Not 
many people get to recover their first bike let alone ever see 
it again after all those years. By the way, I kept that pair of 
saddlebags for years but eventually they were lost as we 
moved around the country in my job. I don’t know what 
happened to them.

I kept the R80 G/s for about 18 months then bought a 
second hand BMW R100 RS, an ex police bike which didn’t 
appeal to me much so I sold it and bought a small boxer, 
an R65. This was too much of a step down from the RS so 
I moved it on and bought a Yamaha XJ900, the red white 
and blue one in 1986. I had this bike for ten years, a top bike 
upon which I did many long tours.

In 1989 we lived in Wollongong where I worked and one 
Saturday morning Helen and I went into the CBD to do 
some shopping. We drove down to the harbour to have 
lunch and noticed large numbers of motorbikes everywhere. 
So up to the headland we went and inspected all the bikes 
parked there. I didn’t know anything about the Ulysses 
Club at that stage so asked one bloke sitting on his R60 
BMW what was going on. So after he gave us the good oil 
on Ulysses and what it stood for, I said to Helen, “I’ve got to 
join this mob!” So, in went the application and joined up 
with number 2146. Helen joined a few years later and her 
number is 18909. 

Our first AGM was at Jindabyne in 1992. It was just so 
good that first one. I think there were about four hundred 
attendees, compared to the thousands attoday’s rallies. It 
was there that we met our first Ulysses friends, Ray and 

Sally with whom we shared a room. We keep in touch with 
them still today and have caught up with them on a few 
occasions.
Next AGM was in Shepparton Victoria in 1993. There 
was an adventure getting to this one. Shepparton is only 
a couple of hours from where we live and as I was still 
working in those days, we decided to leave on the Friday 
night so we could get ready for the Grand Parade next 

morning.

Off we set, on the XJ900, just on dark and all went well 
until about three quarters of an hour from Shepparton, we 
went around a corner and ran straight over a fair size branch 
of a tree that had come adrift. The branch flew up on to the 
front of the bike smashing the headlight; at that instant I was 
riding blind, it was a dark and moonless night so couldn’t 
see a thing. However I did manage to pull to the edge of the 
road, dismounted and there we stood, wondering what to 
do as I could hardly even see the road. 

As luck would have it, a couple of minutes later a car 
approached with lights ablaze. I thought, “This is it, an 
opportunity not to be missed”. We both quickly piled on to 
the bike and as the car shot past – he probably didn’t even 
see us – I set off after him, to guide us in to town. It took 
a few nervous minutes at high speed to catch up to those 
very welcome taillights, in the blackness of the night, but 
finally managed to catch up to the car and sit there until we 
reached town and the streetlights. The driver wouldn’t have 
even known we were there. And Shepparton was another 
excellent AGM. About the first time we had demo rides.

And for other AGMs, we have now been to twenty of them 
and every one has been special in its own way. 2014 at 
Alice Springs was a standout to me as I had been to the one 
in 1994 so the reunion we had last year with about sixty 
plus originals was excellent. We had our own get-together 
on site, most wearing our original 1994 polo shirts (still 
one of the best ever) and reminisced about that first AGM 
meeting – the Grand Parade, the train trip out along the 
Ghan railway where we had a barbeque and of course, the 
ride to the AGM itself. I went home via Darwin with some 
friends after Alice. That was a top ride.
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Helen and I have now booked the ferry for Tasmania and Launceston next year 
and that too will be a special one as we both attended the original one in Hobart in 
1996. Looking forward to it.

In the mid nineties I was hanging out for a boxer again and did research on an 
R100RT, which I purchased. The first big ride on this bike was to the Hobart AGM. 
Next we did the big lap around OZ via the Bunbury AGM in 1998, this time with 
a trailer in tow. Great things trailers, pulls the load instead of carrying it. We still 
have the same Classic Mini-tourer trailer and it has been behind a few other bikes 
over subsequent years, currently I tow it behind my Triumph Tiger 800 roadie.

In 1999 I moved the old RT on and went back to the Japanese bikes, buying a new 
Yamaha Diversion 900S. This was an excellent bike too and handled the trailer 
and pillion with ease.  In the last few years I have had a BMW R1200ST, then an 
R1200 RT SE and currently a Triumph 800 Adventure bike. Also during those 
years I have had a 1961 Vespa 150, and my little favorite, which I bought in 1976, 
and still own, a Yamaha TY175 trials bike.

There have been some other bikes too; all up some nineteen bikes have delivered 
No.1 pillion, Helen, and myself to pretty much most corners of this great country 
and the middle bits too. Along those happy miles, we have friends all over the 
place. I have also ridden the ubiquitous Enfield from Kolkata (Calcutta) India, to 
Bhutan in 2003, and in 2007, with Helen; I again travelled to India, this time to 
Delhi where we did the big ride through the Himalayas to Leh and the Khardung 
Pass up to the highest motorable Road at 5,806 meters. This was a fantastic ride, 
the Himalayas are an unbelievable sight and to ride them on a motorcycle is 
the ultimate adventure of that type. Both those rides were with John Cayless of 
Melbourne, Asian Experience Motorcycle Tours, John advertises in “Riding On”.

Well, that’s it for this magical motorcycling personal history tour. The dotted line 
is still there, it now happens to be white. Use it and be careful.

David Jobson # 2146
Helen Jobson # 18909
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Life's tough in the bush!Life's tough in the bush!
In the Gulf region of far north Queensland, the live export ban, 

crippling debt and four years of drought are causing economic ruin
 for our grazing communities!

Gulf Horizons Foundation charity is bringing relief to this region. 
 This Art Union prize features 

the exhilarating INDIAN® CHIEF DARK HORSE®. 
 Valued at over $26,000 with registration and on-road costs. 
Tickets only $10 each.  Be a HERO to the people in the Gulf.

Aussie helping Aussies!
 

To buy YOUR ticket go to 
w w w . g u l f h o r i z o n s . o r g

WIN INDIAN ® CHIEF
 DARK HORSE ®. 
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6 Ainslie Close, Somersby NSW
Ph: 02 4372 1100

For more info give us a ring or email 
info@oztrikes.com.au
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Ulysses European 
Gathering 2015
Five National Presidents, 
rides in three countries, 
120 members from 
seven countries all infour 
days – this was the 
European gathering.

I first heard about the European gathering from my good 
mate Perry Stephens when we were both on the National 
Committee a while back. He was the National Committee 
International Liason at the time, so knew all of the 
National Presidents, and was instrumental in helping 
them start many of the overseas clubs. He told me what a 
great event it was, and he wasn’t wrong!

Dianna & I arrived in London a few days early, which 
gave us time to pick up the rental bike from West Sussex 
Motorcycle hire. It was a 2014 Suzuki 1250 Bandit, and 
turned out to be perfect for the job, at home down the 
hairpin bends in the alps, or cruising at 130 + down the 
motorways in France. It came with panniers and a large 
topbox, but we still didn’t have room for all our gear, so 
left some at the rental office along with our suitcases that 
had carried our bike gear as well.

We were based 45 minutes out of London for the first 
four days, so rode in to do the typical tourist musts, 
Buckingham Palace, London Eye, London Tower, Tower 
Bridge, open top bus trip etc. We purchased a new 
Tom Tom the day before we left home, but had trouble 
loading the Europe maps, so relied on a road atlas that 
we purchased from a market in Alice Springs when 
we were there for the AGM Event in 2014. We took a 
couple of wrong turns, and saw some of the less desirable 
suburbs of London, but all in all Dianna did a great job. 
The main arterial roads around London are covered 
with fixed radar cameras, but they are all preceded by 
signage, and even have white lines on the road where the 
camera reaches – very sporting of them. The limit drops 

to 20 MPH in the city centre, and there is a £12per day 
congestion tax, so the roads are fairly easy to negotiate. 
Luckily the tax doesn’t apply to motorcycles, and we 
even managed to find free bike parking every day.
By the fourth day we were ready for some country riding, 
so were happy to be off to Canterbury to meet up with 
the Great Britain National President Andy with his 
wife Caroline, and GB members “two Shed” Pete and 
wife Ilz`e and Barry &Brenda. Dianna & I joined the GB 
Club when we booked this holiday, so were made most 
welcome by everyone. They were all very interested in 
Ulysses in Australia, and had lots of questions on our 
rides and other social events in Oz.

Early next day we headed ofto Dover to board the ferry 
for the trip to France. We met up there several other 
riders, including Uncle Frank, a frequent Australia 
AGM Event attendee, Martin from Townsville and 
Andy &Marilyn Luck from Melbourne. A quick glance 
at the passport by the guy on the gate, and we were 
soon onboard tying our bikes down for the crossing. 
At Dunkirk we were waved on from the terminal, and 
out onto the right side of the road in France. Since the 
European Union, the borders are very relaxed, at times 
you cross from country to country without realizing. It is 
only when you read a road sign in a different language, 
you realise you have crossed the border.

I’m so glad our venture into France was behind another 
rider. It takes a bit of getting used to riding on the right 
side of the road, especially negotiating roundabouts. Pete 
was an excellent ride leader, constantly keeping us in 
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sight and patiently helping us at toll booths (Andy Luck 
was definitely not aptly named. Every time he passed 
through a toll booth he had trouble, a theme that seemed to 
plague him for most of his holiday it seems!). We arrived at 
Fourmiesin time for a few drinks before tea at a delightful 
little French Restaurant right next door to the hotel. The 
menu was all in French, so once again it was nice to 
have friends to explain the menu (in Ulysses there are no 
strangers, only friends you haven’t met yet).
Next morning it was a slightly quicker pace along the 
motorways, as we had a fair distance to cover. The speed 
limit is 130 kph on the motorways, but the locals tend to 
use this more as a ‘guide’ more than a ‘rule’.

 

If you travel at any less than 160 kph in the left hand lane, 
you soon have a Mercedes or Audi a metre or so behind 
you with the left hand indicator flashing impatiently. 
This means the left hand lane is usually empty and 
makes for easier passing of slower (120 kph) vehicles. I 
really enjoyed riding in Europe, the roads especially the 
motorways are very good, and the faster speeds means 
you can cover long distances in a relatively short time.
The fixed cameras are well marked with two metre wide 
signs, and are only situated in high risk areas like downhill 
winding roads or near towns.It was interesting to pass 
through the lush green countryside. I was amazed how 
much corn is grown in France. Acres and acres of the stuff, 
and in between that was acres of sunflowers, all ready for 
harvesting. Unfortunately it was also fertilizing season, 
which meant tractors towing huge spreaders loaded with 
pig poo that was flung high into the air over the ploughed 
fields, definitely hold your breath time as we rode past, 
even worse than a three day old dead ‘roo at home!
Besancon was a lovely town, with buildings from the 
1500’s, and canals running through the centre of shops and 
houses alike, all overshadowed by the huge cathedral on 
a hill. We walked into town for dinner which we had in a 
cellar under a restaurant, a lovely setting to eat in.
The final days ride to Chatel where the European 
Gathering was held, was along the Swiss motorways, 
and then into the Alps. This was our introduction to the 
hairpin bends that are on every mountain you travel up or 
down. Most riders venture onto the wrong side of the road 

as you approach the corner, then cut the corner to keep 
the speed up as you exit the corner. You also have to keep 
an eye on approaching traffic, as trucks and buses need to 
venture onto the other side of the road to negotiate some 
corners. It all makes for interesting riding, but it does wear 
you out after a few hours.

We arrived at our chateaumid afternoon on Friday, 
and were welcomed by owner John and several other 
Ulysses GB members who had made their own way there. 
The chateau was lovely, one of the largest in town and 
completely refurbished with Ensuites, a bar and a large 
downstairs dining room. Our room had wonderful views 
of the mountain behind the chateau. Dinner that night was 
at the other main accommodation, the chateau across the 
road. We were met by an enthusiastic sea of smiling faces. 
As we mingled with the crowd we were introduced to 
members from France, Germany, Great Britain, Denmark 
and Switzerland. Some of the other members spoke very 
good English while others spoke none. Everyone was 
excited to be at the event and asked a lot of questions 
about Ulysses in Australia, amazed at the size of our 
branches and the distance we travel on our rides. The staff 
there had prepared a delicious buffet dinner and the tables 
were soon full of plates overflowing with food and glasses 
of wine and beer. The French President Enzo welcomed us 
to the event. He had an infectious smile and turned to his 
VP John to help with some of the English words. He was 
obviously proud that his newly formed club was hosting 
the event only two months after being sanctioned as the 
France Ulysses Club. He promised us a weekend of great 
rides and good friends, a promise he delivered over the 
next few days.

The rides were well organized, and members could study 
maps and ride details before adding their names to their 
chosen ride. Rides were identified by colours and coloured 
ribbons were given out to attach to the rear of your bike 
to make sure everyone was on the ride they had chosen. I 
opted for the cruisey rides on Saturday and Monday, and 
the fast (fast for the road conditions but still well below the 
speed limit)ride on Sunday. 

Saturday morning we assembled at the meeting point 
outside the chateau and were soon off on our first ride led 
by John with Pepe as tail end Charlie. Pepe doesn’t speak 
any English but always had a big welcoming smile when 
you met him. His hair was long and all over the place… a 
lot like mine.

First stop was a small café near a beautiful gorge. Some 
opted to trek down to the lookout, while the rest of us 
were happy to sit and sip our espresso’s in the sunshine. 
Our next stop was a stunning lake surrounded by steep 
rocky mountains. The lake was like a mirror and reflected 
the trees and mountains perfectly. We sat and ate our 
ham and cheese baguettes as we took in our surroundings 
before having another espresso in the small café.
On the ride back to the chateau we stopped to have a look 
at an ancient Roman road that had been carved out of the 
hillside. The path up and down was incredibly steep and 
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it is amazing to think they carved through the stone by 
hand almost 2000 years ago. You could almost imagine 
the Roman soldiers marching through the hillside like in 
one of those old gladiator movies from the 60’s.

At dinner that night we were told that the fast ride 
would now leave at 9am instead of the published 10am 
so we could fit in some more mountain riding. The 
next morning 5 brave riders met outside the chateau. 
Our ride leader was Camille who is also President of 
SAMVA, another local riding group. On his pack was a 
patch declaring he was a dynamite rider, which certainly 
turned out to be the case. I found out later he drives a 
cement truck up and down the hairpin bends that 

are common throughout the area, which explains his 
skillful riding style. The majority of the day was spent 
on narrow winding mountain roads with drop-offs 
of several hundred metres. We visited many of the 
area’s spectacular scenic locations including lakes and 
lookouts before stopping at a delightful little café that 
was perched high on a mountain and looked over the 
houses in the valley below with the beautiful Lake 
Geneva in the distance.
At lunch we met up with the other riding groups for a 
delicious lunch that included local cheese and sausage 
that was all provided by the local council. After lunch 
we bid farewell to the other groups and headed back into 
the mountains. The afternoon became a blur of hairpin 
bends, tunnels through the mountains and a number 
of small villages followed by more hairpin bends, 
sometimes travelling 10kms to move 1km closer to our 
destination. Our last stop was a small tavern where 
we had a well earned icy cold beer and talked about 
the great roads we had been down that day. We finally 
arrived back at the chateau at 8pm exhausted from 
concentrating all day on the roads. I’m glad it stayed 
light until 9pm as I would hate to do these roads in the 
dark.
Next morning we had a sleep in as the ride didn’t leave 
until 10 and we arrived to join the group of about 40 
riders lead by Enzo with Pepe once again performing 
the tail end Charlie function. I never thought I’d say 

this, but it was actually nice to be on some straight roads 
for a change!!! The scenery was still stunning with 
mountains and waterfalls on both sides. We stopped at a 
motorcycle café for morning tea where they had a great 
collection of old motorcycles on display. Even the tables 
were supported by old Benelli’s, BMW’s, and there was 
an outstanding Indian above the bar complete with tank 
change gears. The glass top tables were a great idea and I 
would love to have a go at making one, one day. Our next 
turn off the highway saw us climbing once again and we 
were soon a kilometer above the small town with the 
sheer drop off the side of the mountain more than a little 
destressing for my pillion. We stopped on the side of the 
road to take some photos of Mont Blanc. The locals said 
we were very lucky to see the top of the mountain as it is 
usually covered in cloud.

The trip back down the mountain was just as nerve 
wracking and Dianna was pleased to be back on level 
ground. Her relief was short lived as we then proceeded 
up the other side of the valley to Chamonix at the base 
of Mont Blanc. There was a cable car to the top where 
you can walk out on a glass platform and look down at 
the town 1000m below. After the excitement of the trip 
up there Dianna and I decided to give it a miss. We made 
our own way home as I was keen to try out the GPS 
before we headed off on our own the following day.
At dinner that night the various club Presidents all gave 
short speeches thanking the French Club for organizing 
a great weekend. It was great to hear how passionate 
they all are about the Ulysses Club and to see how many 
strong friendships have developed between the Clubs. 
It is amazing to see such a bond between people that in 
some cases don’t even speak the same language. As we 
walked around the tables saying goodbye and thanking 
everyone for making us feel so welcome, we felt a 
genuine friendship with these people we had only met a 
few days previously. We had a lot of invitations to visit 
and hope that one day we can return. In the morning 
we packed the bike and said goodbye to the GB Club 
and thanked 2 Shed Pete, Ilze, Barry, Brenda, Andy and 
Caroline for their help in organizing our trip and I hope 
one day we see them in Australia and can offer them the 
same hospitality they have shown us.

We headed off on our own through the rolling 
countryside of Italy before stopping on the coast at 
Savona. That day we left France, travelled through 
Switzerland, crossed the Italian border in the middle of 
a tunnel and had a pizza in Italy for tea that night. The 
next day we followed the coast to Monaco where we 
stopped to admire the boats in the marina from the top 
of the hill near the palace. After Monaco we continued 
along the coast stopping the night in Nice. We took a 
slow ride along the waterfront admiring the huge grand 
hotels along the promenade.

We visited some markets the next morning and luckily 
our panniers and top box were already full to bursting so 
Dianna had to be satisfied with just window shopping. 
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Most shops and markets close for a couple of hours at 
lunchtime so as the markets emptied out we hopped 
back on the bike and headed to the land of the rich and 
famous, St Tropez. Dianna found a quaint old hotel 
with a window that opened over one of the narrow 
streets, the perfect place to sit and watch tourists and 
the wealthy locals walk by. We wandered down to the 
marina for lunch and watched the celebrity tour boats 
that cruise along the waterfront pointing out the homes 
of the famous. That night we dressed up and went to a 
restaurant opposite where the luxury boats tied up. Many 
of these were well over 20m and carried jetskis, some 
even had helipads on the back and most had underwater 
lighting that attracted the small fish in the harbor. When 
we returned home we googled some of the boat names 
and found most were owned by rich Arabs and European 
billionaires.

We headed towards Montpellier but decided that we 
didn’t want to stay inland overnight and looked for a 
seaside area. It was a case of “Palavas looks good, let’s 
go there”. Palavas is an area that looks like it should be 
a picture for a jigsaw puzzle. It has a beautiful inlet that 
is lined with colorful boats and restaurants, and from 
the bridge at night, is such a pretty sight. In the bay there 
were some wild Flamingos which looked like they were 
pink. The underside of their wings were orange and the 
colour reflected through their white feathers. The whole 
area was like a postcard picture.

The next day we crossed over the magnificent Millau 
bridge which spans 2.5kms at a height of 343 m and 
then rode into a thunder storm. We were glad to reach 
Clermont-Ferrand where we left a huge puddle at 
reception as the water ran off our jackets and boots. In the 
evening we wandered around the town square and back 
streets and admired the beautiful old buildings.
The following morning it was back onto the motorways 
and heading for Paris where we arrived just after 2pm so 
spent the afternoon exploring the local shops and streets. 
In the morning we rode to the Champs Elyssee and came 
across some Segways that we promptly hired for 45 mins. 
We had a tour along the Champs Elyssee to the Arc de 
Triomphe. These were great fun and surprisingly easy 
to ride. Next on the tourist list was the Eiffel Tower. We 
joined the queue and within minutes we were in the 
lift going to the first level. After 2 more lifts we finally 
reached the top, a mere 320 metres high. The view from 
the top is amazing. After taking a heap of photos we 
noticed a storm approaching. It was soon upon us and 
the tower started to sway slightly in the strong winds. 
A queue quickly formed at the lift as people were a 
little uneasy with the swaying. That evening we went 
to the Moulin Rouge which was excellent even though 
expensive. The décor and costumes were extremely 
lavish and extravagant.

We headed off early the next morning and I was glad 
of the 130kph limit on the freeway as we had to be in 
Dunkirk to catch the 12.30 ferry. When we left the ferry at 
Dover we headed for Brighton. We had a quick look at the 

pier and the pebble beach in the morning before returning 
the bike to West Sussex Motorcycle Hire. It was then 
taxi and train to Heathrow Airport where we had time to 
look through a few of the 4,800 photos we had taken and 
reflect on what a great holiday it had been.
We travelled 2,900 miles on the bike through 4 countries 
and met 120 new Ulysses friends.

Chris # 25012 & Dianna Glover # 31050
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It is a sad reason for entering these pages, but we do so with 
the proud and happy memories of another member of our 
large family passing on to "Heavens Highway". 

Gagliano Francesco Tardiani, ( Garry " The Farmer") 
membership number 5010. The Farmer grew up on the Cane 
Fields, on & around Ingham North Queensland , living in the 
small community of Halifax. This living style gave him the 
opportunity to ride many and varied types of motorcycles, 
Moto-Cross, Trail, Sport and finally the comfortable Road 
Cruiser, namely his Honda ST 1300, Honda 1500 Goldwing 
and ending up with a newer style Can-Am Spyder. His last 
ride brought together his friends from surrounding areas for 
a ride to the Tablelands, he recalled the ride to me the day 
before he passed, his eyes along with the enthusiasm of the 
telling showed the pleasure he experienced one last time 
with his Ulysses Riding friends. He was a happy and proud 
Son, Husband, Father, Brother, Uncle and friend to many, as 
well as embracing his other family The Ulysses Club. Garry 
"The Farmer", was, is and will be missed and loved by so 
many that I can't possible attempt to cover them all. I know 
that I can say with the utmost certainty, we the Ulysses Club 
have lost a brother and friend of the highest caliber. We 
who remain freely give our love and support to his family, 
giving thanks for his friendship and trust, whilst he kept us 
amused and entertained, THANKS MATE !!

You can once again ride your favorite machines, enjoying 
the wind in your face, there are no need of helmets where 
you are now !! 

On behalf of all who knew you, 
Thank you. 

Frank, #3007. 

Gagliano Francesco Tardiani, ( Garry " 
The Farmer")  #5010. 

Bryan “Morg” Morgan # 21098

Bryan was the quintessential laconic Australian.
Quiet but always observant with a dry wit and very popular 
within the Cairns Branch. He started on motorbikes at a 
young age and from all reports (mostly his) was a bit of a 
wild child riding Hondas and Kawasaki 900’s.

He joined Ulysses in July 2000 and soon became a constant 
rider for Sunday rides, always accompanied by wife 
Dell. They took on the role in the Committee of overnight 
coordinator and many great locations and weekends were 
organized.

Food being prepared from their trailer and camp gear.
Bryan also enjoyed attending the AGM’s though I suspect the 
journey was the main reason as he loved eating up the miles 
first on his Vulcan and then after many years of wanting the 
Harley Fatboy. He towed a trailer and upgraded to a camper 
and was also the owner of a couple of project Kwaka 9’s and 
an old BSA. His retirement jobs.
Unfortunately this was not to be and a diagnosis of advanced 
cancer and a rapid decline cut short his and families plans. 
 
Ian Smith #17830

Alan Bonnett #5363

29/11/1933 - 03/04/2015

Another true gentle man who will be sadly missed, Alan also held a few roles within the branch over the years too, in 
recent years his health prevented him from riding, but he would still come down on his mobility scooter with his little 
dog, and have a coffee with us on a Saturday morning. A few of our members would try to include him with some of 
our events, such as the Toy ride, picking him up & taking him down, to where we dropped the goodies off, which he 
thoroughly enjoyed. 

Brian Dodson #42442 
Goulburn Valley Branch
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Brian McKeown  (AKA - Towbar) #38036
Born  22nd June 1940  Died 15th July 2015

Brian joined our great club in September 2004 and soon 
joined in with the companionship of the branch. He 
preferred to ride and camp on his own but would cheerfully 
join in on activities at the destination. 

He ventured to his first of many AGM’s in Canberra 2005 
where he came home with memorable stories mainly the 
one when out on the road sightseeing, a 1% Nom pulled 
him over and asked him to take his vest off because of the 
rockers on it. ‘Towbar’ did as he was asked and put it in his 
topbox. After further conversation, which ‘Towbar’ reveled 
in, he thanked the fellow for not ripping his rockers from 
his vest and also for not belting him up. The Nom replied 
‘I am glad you did what I asked because I didn’t want to 
have to harm you.’ The next year, attending Ulvertsone 
AGM, Tasmania, Towbar’s wife, Rita, flew down and 
‘Towbar’ introduced her to the camorra of the Ulysses club 
and following that Event they travelled around the rest of 
Tasmania sightseeing together.

 Orginally Brian’s nickname was ‘Snowman’ (You guessed 
it -White hair) and the following incident necessitated a 
change to ‘Towbar’.  After purchasing a Goldwing online 
from the USA (there’s another story there), and having it 
shipped over, he decided to fit a towbar and arranged for 
one of his friends to manufacture one for him. However 
it was taking some time to get the said towbar, so in his 
wisdom, ‘Snowman’, whose knowledge of using the 
computer was presumably new at this stage, went online 
and purchased a towbar off the internet to be delivered to 
him here in Australia. Some more time passed and the said 
towbar hadn’t turned up so he contacted the supplier and 
they dispatched another one which again was taking time to 
arrive so he tried again and the result being that eventually 
he ended up with not one, but three Towbars being 
delivered. ‘Towbar’ as he then became known, even thought 
about starting a sideline business in supplying towbars for 
Goldwings, at that point. 

Brian, an ex PMG Telegram Boy, and later serving in the 
Armed Forces, after which he became a Charter Yacht 
Owner-Captain, running tours for Backpackers (at no cost 
to Back Packers) along the South East Queensland coast, 
amongst other things. He was a true gentleman and never 
had a bad word to say regarding anyone. He was a regular 
at the Glasshouse Mountains Branch weekly social nights 
on his  brightly litup early model Goldwing which he had 
fitted with many coloured lights, that he had also purchased 
off the internet. A favourite stir, was to walk up to ‘Towbar’ 
on his arrival at meetings and tell him that he had a light 
out, at which point he would set about trying to locate the 
offending bulb, alas to no avail, as they were all working. 
He was able to master the art of purchasing online and 
loved seeing what he could get over the internet now that he 
figured out how to use it.

He would tow a camper trailer with his Suzuki Outfit with 
his faithful Canine companion, Archie, safely tucked into 
the Sidecar. Archie really enjoyed getting out and about on 
the bike as much as ‘Towbar’ did, and together they covered 
many hundreds if not thousands of kilometers around the 
outback, a lot of it on the far western back roads.

He was careful with a dollar,and realizing that sidecar tyres 
can be expensive, he decided to counter this and with a bit 
of investigation he found that the new style Space Saver 
spare wheels would be suitable and could be purchased for 
around $25 from wreckers, making them a great alternative.

His social visits to the Branch slowed up when he didn’t 
want to travel at night but that didn’t stop him from being 
constantly out on the road on his bike with his converted 
fridge trailer travelling to AGM’s and Rallies. ‘Towbar’ 
would also give his time to attend with other Branch 
Members to give rides to Disabled and other deserving 
persons when they were organized, our annual Cartmill ride 
being one he particularly loved.

Towbar was in the middle of plans to travel around 
Australia when in September last year he first had health 
issues. He remained positive throughout his treatment and 
was looking forward to continuing to ride his beloved Bikes, 
his Suzuki Outfit, and Triumph, and to go on travelling and 
caravaning with Rita and their friends.

One of life’s true Gentlemen, Brian (Towbar) McKeown 
will be truly missed, not just by us all at our Glasshouse 
Mountains Branch but I’m sure the many other Ulysses 
Members and Friends he met at Rallies.  

Towbar’s service was held at the Great Northern Garden of 
Remembrance 31-35 Tallowwood Drive, Deception Bay on 
Wednesday 22nd JulyRide on ‘Towbar’ Till we meet again

Averil Hingley DM #17644 and Don Gregory TM #47659 ) 
On behalf of his Mates at Glasshouse Mtns Branch
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Vic Willmott #13006
After a long successful career in the Royal 
Australian Navy, retiring as a Warrant Officer 
Coxswain, Vic became well known around the 
marine community in Cairns as skipper of tourist 
boats and his own vessels.
He had a great interest in motorbikes and joined the 
Ulysses Club in the mid 90’s.
 
He was a regular member of the local committee 
and a constant rider on the Sunday rides.
 
The regular overnight trips and AGM’s were always 
grouped around Vic’s ever increasing campsite with 
the Cairns Branch Banner proudly unfurled.
 
The mornings after the night before always started 
with the smell of bacon and eggs cooking for all 
comers.
Then all was packed and Vic the first to leave and 
another post on Facebook advising his favorite 
waterhole or coffee stop.

Christmas parties were another example of his 
enthusiasm for organization gained from his service 
to his country.
A recent sale of his Kawasaki seemed to be the 
end of his riding career but within a few weeks a 
replacement was found and he arrived proudly to 
the Saturday morning Meer cat corner riding a silver 
Goldwing.
The Queen’s Birthday long weekend was the last 
overnighter for him and after taking crook, he left 
for home earlier than usual.
 
He was soon in hospital and he passed away early 
on the following Sunday morning but not before 
telling the nurses that his family was his Ulysses 
mates.

He will be missed by all of us and by his many 
friends and family. 

Ian Smith 
#17830

Allen Loney #7120
02/12/1944 - 11/12/2014

Allen was a true gentle man & was one of our founding members to 
the G.V Branch back in 1994, Allen has many positions with in the 
branch over the years including, president, secretary & committee 
member, he was a very dedicated member who will be sadly missed 
by our branch. Allen had been very unwell over the last few years, 
but was one of the first to put his hand up when a ride was on, or 
to help with our Toy ride, Special Kids Christmas party, which he 
enjoyed. 

Allen was a very accomplished man with many qualifications & 
certificates to his name, such as a black belt, involved in a number 
of other clubs. 

Brian Dodson #42442 
Goulburn Valley Branch

Bryce Smith #54667
23/07/1934 – 26/11/2015

It is with great sadness that we advise the passing of our member 
Bryce (Bungy) Smith on 26 November 2015 at a very young 81.  
Bryce was a very popular member of the branch and he loved riding 
his bike.  He was a regular on our many trips away and was always 
up for a bit of fun.  In his younger days he raced bikes and this 
showed in his riding style, always pushing himself and others, and 
as he used to say I just love those bends.  Even after a few spills 
Bryce was not deterred from riding, just the opposite he couldn’t 
wait to get back on two wheels and enjoy himself out on the road.

Bryce was everything that Ulysses stood for, he loved his bike, was 
a great companion and member and the rest of us in the branch will 
surely miss Bungy.  He was a role model and certainly lived his life 
following our creed to Grow Old Disgracefully.

Keith Moyle 
#63278
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RAY HONEYSETT #11532
26/08/1953 – 8/11/2014

Ray had a midlife crisis at 40.  He purchased his first 
motorbike. It was a shock to everyone that knew Ray as 
he only  had bad things to say about motorbikes and their 
riders, being in the Police Force he had to attend many 
accidents involving motorbikes.  Not a pretty sight.

Ray’s first bike was a 250cc Virago as he had never ridden 
a bike before and had to get his licence. He very quickly 
worked his way up  to bigger bikes. His last bike was a blue 
Honda Goldwing,  which was his pride and joy. There were 
too many bikes in between as he changed them often and 
hated selling the prior one. 

Ray was involved in commencing the Echuca Branch of the 
Ulysses club in 1996. Ray was also involved in the setting 
up of the Moama SES and heavily involved in the Echuca 
Army Cadets.

Ray loved attending the AGMs with his mates, his first AGM 
was Wagga Wagga in 1997, he always told the story of the 
bar being ice and cans in a tinny (boat) and they only went 
for a weekend, not a whole week as we know them today.
Ray was very pleased when I started to go with him on the 
bike. Much to my amazement I enjoyed every minute on the 
back of the bikes, where I solved the problems of the world.  
We made the Ulysses AGM our annual holiday.   

We enjoyed the ride there and back as much as the AGM 
itself as we met so many  people at the caravan parks and 
service stations. We always enjoyed camping onsite where 
the  atmosphere was fantastic.
The last AGM we attended was Alice Spring, which we 
enjoyed  immensely.  Going to Alice Springs on a Goldwing 
was on Ray’s bucket list.  I am very pleased that we had the 
opportunity to do it.

Ray enjoyed the Echuca Branch morning teas and monthly 
dinners. He always had something to say that made people 
laugh.

I would like to thank the Echuca Branch of the Ulysses club 
for their support over the past months, I don’t  know what I 
would have done without their friendship.  Being in a club 
like this you know you can go anywhere with them and not 
feel alone.

Vicki Honeysett  
#34324
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FOR SPECIAL SALE

1924 500cc P&M Panther in good condition complete 
bike eng no d60529 frame no 768 $20,000 this bike is 
very  very rare and a true collectors item… 
PH:  0353453154

MERV MEMBER NO 39838

HONDA FOR SALE

Genuine low K,s 2,930.  
2007 Honda VTX1300 NSW reg to July 2016 Original 
Bike fitted with panniers,weather cover and mounted 
on hydraulic work stand Time to admit,I am not going 
to ride it. $10,000 ONO Contact Peter, 0409 304 860. 
member No. 63313

TWO BIKES FOR SALE

Two bikes  
2009 Red Honda ST1300A 
Excellent condition, under 13,000 kms , Honda top box , 
heated grips ,29lt fuel tank ,great bike to ride, regrettable 
sale.  Reg 12/11/2015, SLV-62 $13,800.00 
1994 Black Yamaha 250 Virago 
Very good condition, Forward controls, Virago saddle 
bags, straight bars, bike cover, female owner, cheap to 
run. 17,000kms Reg 8/9/2016 UCS-35 $3,300.00 
David McCrae #35915

Phone: 0414675790 Tamworth

SUZY FOR SALE

Classic, reliable ‘85 SUZY GS 850 shafty.  Top end o/haul 
prior to COFF’s AGM   cost me over $3,200 and has done 
only 5 K since. This bike has never let me down, as you 
would expect from an almost bullet-proof SUZY.  White/
silver and comes with factory fairing/panniers (ex Honda 
750 Police bikes)/ quick release top box/tank bag and 
my home-built crash-bars which can be used as highway 
pegs. Also has a weather cover, a full workshop manual, 
and a daggy, woolly, sheep- skin seat cover too!.. Orig. 
seat is as-new, garaged all its life since I purchased from 
the late foundation member ALBY BEARMAN some 14 + 
yrs. ago.

Has a chain and padlock for security, toolkit, jumper 
leads (to get Goldwing’s started when they leave their 
4 speaker stereo on ‘accessories’ o/night! Yes that DID 
happen on the CAIRNS AGM trip.)   Even a light tow-
rope if needed. Come and have a look before I whack on 
two new tyres and a new Yuasa battery soon for  A.C.T 
rego and summer use . Ready to go on  any long distance 
touring thereafter of course. 

Asking $2,800 ono with the new tyres/battery and ACT 
rego for 3  months as I have an option on a step –through 
Suzy Bergman 600 which is more suitable   for us elderly 
old farts. Reluctant sale, as we have done all but the NT 
and West Oz without any problems whatsoever. Age 
creeps up. Body health dictates. Bike does not agree 
with my bloody doctor of course!!!  Speedo has 93,000 
Ks. and I have no reason to doubt that. This Bike runs, 
very well since the rebuild a few years ago. As for me my  
crook hip and a dicky left knee says otherwise. I accept 
that, so the Burgman is my next option. Maybe a trike or 
sidecar later--  if I make 80. ! 

Contact me @ llewrobb@hotmail.com 
Llew Robb   #2042   

VULCAN FOR SALE 
Due to ill health I cannot ride anymore and wish to sell 
my bike. 900 vulcan classic 2006 LTD. Fully chromed,  
thousands spent; only 32500 genuine kms. New rego 
battery tyres never dropped A beautiful bike, open 
to offers; have all original parts as well. 0400155873 
Millmerran west of toowoomba. Insured for $8,500.
Photos on request.

1995 BMW FOR SALE

1995 BMW R 1100 RT motorcycle 
Only 136,228 km 
Registration number 1FV812 
Recently fitted with new tyrers and new battery 
Price $5,400  or ono. 
Phone  (08) 94178657  or mobile no  0466721600

Touring Trailer Fibreglass Moulds for sale.

Two models with everything needed to manufacture 
trailers. All moulds in good condition and ready to start. 
Each model is totally different but uses the same chassis, 
some components with moulds.

Welding jigs along with stands. One half finished body 
and chassis included in price.   $1290.00 ono Graham 
"Biggles" King.            Ph 0359822739,    0417359389 
Member #16694
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FOR SALE : CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE TRAILER 

2000 model custom built "Classic" Luxury Tourer fully 
lockable motorcycle trailer, 550 litre capacity, registered 
NSW Jan 2016, Midnight Red and Champagne Pearl 
paint, new tyres and wheel bearings, mud flaps, stainless 
steel bumper bar and luggage rack, high level brake light, 
carpet, factory fitted Esky, front padded stone protectors, 
tare 100 kg, GVM 200 kgs, excellent condition, great 
value, tows brilliantly like all "Classics" do.

Price is $2000 and for an extra $150 will include 
"Classic" towbar to suit Softail FXST/C with 200 rear 
tyre.

Contact Bob on 0413044009 (Member #7482)

YAMAHA WANTED 

Yamaha Virago XV1100   MOTOR to suit around 1996 
model. Contact MICK 0427634007   
email mickmack2@hotmail.com  
Member #55282 

KAWASAKI FOR SALE

2011 Kawasaki Vulcan Nomad – $16 500 with 12 
months Rego on Motorcycle and Trailer

Purchased new early 2012 at Canberra Motorcycle 
Centre 

•22, 000 Km 
•ABS 
•Screen, 
•Sissy Bar,  
•Cruise Control 
•Hard Panniers 
•Air shocks

Over $5000 worth of extras – 

•Vance and Hynes exhaust 
•Upgraded Computer (factory computer included) 
•Genuine Tacho 
•Seat Covers 
•K & N Filters 
•Data Dot 
•Engineered tow bar (Hayman Reese style) 
•Aluminium Trailer with LED lights and 

Contact:-  Arthur on 02 6104 9170

HELMET FOR SALE

Shoei J-Cruise open face helmet

Colour: Anthracite metallic (silver/grey) 
Size: Small (it is listed as a medium) 
Reason for sale I wore it once and got a hot spot on my 
right ear 
Price:  $300  (I paid $645 for it) 
Contact   
Phone: Alan on 0417 007561 
Email: kush470@bigpond.com

FUEL TANK FOR SALE 
lntruder 1400cc fuel tank. Maroon in colour with 
gold pin striping. It has a small dent 20cent size but 
repairable.  Otherwise excellent condition. 150 dollars 
ono.  
Mobile: 0408181492.

Member no 27413.
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Training Rebates
Ulysses Club Inc. offers rebates for Rider Training and 
First Aid Courses that are completed with a Registered 
Training Organisation. (Conditions apply).

1. Both rebates can be claimed only once within the 
three year membership period, to financial members 
only (not to those in the “grace period”).

2. Rebates are up to 50% of the amount paid for the 
course, up to a maximum of $80 for Rider Training and 
$60 for First Aid course. If the 50% rebate is less than 
$80 or $60, the difference remains a credit until the 
member’s next renewal date, when it is reset at $80 or 
$60. Credits do not accumulate.

3. The Rider Training Rebates are only available to 
licenced riders attending a road safety and/or skills 
based advanced training course. They are not available 
for training required to obtain a motorcycle licence.

4. The First Aid rebates are available on completion 
of a Senior First Aid certificate or Motorcycle First 
Responder endorsement. 

5. The rebates are only available to members who 
successfully complete the course, not just for the 
booking. We are requiring a copy of the certificate 
of completion issued by the training provider, plus 
evidence of payment by the member (receipt).

6. In the case of block bookings (by groups or Branches), 
we are requiring individual copies of completion 
certificates or a formal listing on Company letterhead 
with confirmation of completion. We will pay each 
member directly.

7. All courses must be paid for by the member to be able 
to claim the rebate. (If a branch subsidises the course the 
member cannot claim the rebate. A Branch and the Club 

is one and the same therefore voiding the member from 
claiming twice).

8. These policies will be reviewed in the light of member 
response and the financial health of the club.

Rebate claim forms are available on the National website 
under ‘Documents’ once logged in.

Rebates will only be issued if the criterion is met. It is 
the members’ responsibility to provide all information 
required to the Administration Office. At time of booking 
your course, please advise your training organisation 
that you require a certificate or letter of completion in 
order to claim your rebate from Ulysses Club Inc.

Age and Membership Badges
60 Age / 10, 15 Year Length of Membership Badges

These badges are available from Club Administration for 
$5 each plus postage by phoning 1300 134 123 or
email: administration@ulysses.org.au

Members can purchase these badges upon attaining the 
appropriate status and subject to confirmation of records 
held.

70 & 80 Age / 20, 25 & 30 Year Length of Membership 
Badges

These badges are complimentary upon individual 
application and subject to confirmation of records held.

Club Constitution and Guidebook for 
Members
Download a copy of the Club’s Constitution from the 
footer of the National Website www.ulyssesclub.org. The 
Guidebook for Members is available to view and order 
online or contact the National Administration Office for 
either document.

Ride on in at Tambar Springs Royal Hotel 

Accommodation—Home cooked meals—Country Hospitality 

ATM—EFTPOS—Swimming pool—Pool table—Jukebox—Raffles 

Off road Parking— Private party catering 

TAMBAR SPRINGS, NSW  PH. 02 67442396 
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NEW ARRIVALS

NEW ULYSSES CLUB NECK TIE  
$24.00
A stylish way to represent your Club with 
this Black Satin Tie featuring the Old Man 
Logo.

 

NEW LADIES LEATHER BELT

$35.00
Black embossed Leather Belt 30mm width. 
Fits new Ladies Belt Buckle
Sizes Sm 34” – 3XL 44”

NEW LOOK BELT BUCKLE  

$39.50 Sml   $42.50 Lge
3D Antique Silver with textured black 
background. Small size fits New Ladies 
leather belt. Large size fits Ulysses Club 
men’s Leather belt.

NEW MOBILE PHONE POUCH  

$28.50 Sml $34.00 Lge
Keep your Mobile Phone safe in this handy leather pouch. Comes in two 
convenient sizes and secures onto your Ulysses Club Leather Belt.
Sml 145mm x 70mm Lge 175mm x 90mm

NEW STYLE WATER BOTTLE  
$9.00
This new 560ml Water Bottle is great 
to take on rides. Featuring taste free 
stainless steel with drinking straw. 
Strong but light. 235mm x 70mm.

LADIES MAGENTA SLEEVELESS SHIRTS   
$32.50
Ladies V Neck sleeveless polo shirt. Magenta 
with embroidered Old Man Logo. Sizes 8-20

SOFT SHELL BLACK JACKETS MENS $95.00
Soft Shell Charcoal Jacket. 100% Bonded Poly-
ester Outer. Knit fabric bonded with micro fleece 
lining. Wind flap, chin guard and stand up collar. 
Mens  S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 5XL. 

SOFT SHELL BLACK JACKETS LADIES $95.00
Soft Shell Charcoal Jacket. 100% Bonded Poly-
ester Outer. Knit fabric bonded with micro fleece 
lining. Wind flap, chin guard and stand up collar. 
Ladies 8-10, 12-14, 16-18, 20-22, 24-26
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BOTTLE HOLDER – BLACK   $7.00
with base, removable neck strap, belt 
loop & velcro bottle neck seal to keep 
your bottle secure. Fits the Ulysses 
Water Bottle, stubbies and most bottles 
up to approx. 600mls depending on 
neck size. 14.5cm high, base diameter 
7cm, neck holder opening 3.5cm. Fits 
stubbies and most bottles up to 600ml

CANVAS BAG  $27.00
Black Canvas Tote bag. Clip down at 
front with velcro & zip pockets, com-
partments inside and out. Long Strap. 
300mm wide x 300mm high.

FRAME ACRYLIC  $10.50
Acrylic Plate Cover with clips. (As per 
NSW, ACT, SA, QLD, TAS, RTA plate 
measurements). Please specify state 
when ordering

FRAME BLACK- BOTTOM DISPLAY $9.00
Number Plate Frame-Plastic/Black. 
The ‘Grow Old Disgracefully’ banner 
is displayed at the bottom (As per 
NSW, ACT, QLD, TAS. RTA plate 
measurements). 185mm wide x 100mm 
high (As per NSW,ACT,QLD,TAS. RTA 
plate measurements). 185mm wide x 
100mm high.

FRAME-TOP DISPLAY-CHROME & BLACK.  
$9.00
Number Plate Frame - Plastic / 
Chrome. The ‘Grow Old Disgracefully’ 
banner is displayed at the top.(As 
per NSW,ACT,QLD,TAS. RTA plate 
measurements). 185mm wide x 100mm 
high.

FRAME TRAILER / CAR  $9.00
Number Plate Frame - Car & Car Trailer 
- Black Plastic. The ‘Grow Old Dis-
gracefully’ banner is displayed at the 
top. 375mm wide x 135mm high.

SPECIAL 
PRICE!

SPECIAL 
PRICE!

NOW ONLY 
$5.00

NOW ONLY 
$5.00

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place 
your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

FOLD AWAY LEATHER HAT - BLACK & 
BROWN
$56.00
Leather Hat with white Old Man Logo. Fold 
it up and carry it in a pannier.  
Size S(55cm) – 2XL(63cm)

BUCKET HAT $10.00 
Black Bucket hat with white piping and Old 
Man Logo. Size S (56cm), M(58cm) L(60cm) 

NECK WRAPS- Black $16.00.  
With Old Man Logo
At front. One Size. 
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BRACES - REG & LARGE  $32.00
Braces, black with Old Man Logo. 
Reg 85cm stretch to 143cm, Large 
101cm stretch to 173cm. Strap width 
3.5cm

BUCKLE -SMALL  $19.00
3D Antique, Brass or Pewter plated 
buckle 62mm x 48mm fits Ulysses Belt

Summer gear shop

FRAME - CHROME LONG  $10.00
Number Plate Frame - Chrome Plastic 
- SA - The ‘Grow Old Disgracefully’ ban-
ner is displayed at the bottom. 220mm 
wide x 100mm high.  

HIP FLASK   $25.00
Stainless Steel Hip flask with Laser 
etched Old Man Logo.

FRIDGE MAGNET   $2.00
Fridge Magnets, Black with Old Man 
Logo 70mm round.

SPECIAL 
PRICE!

NOW ONLY 
$9.00

NECK COOLER  $17.00
Neck Cooler to aid against heat discomfort. Place neck 
cooler in clean water for approx 30 mins. Produces an 
evaporative cooling system when worn. One size.

SPECIAL 
PRICE!

NOW ONLY 
$10.00

MULTI TOOL (Leatherman Style) $27.00
Ulysses Club Multi Tool with 10 
attachments and belt loop.

SCARF $14.00
Keep warm in winter with a Ulysses 
Club Polar Fleece Scarf.
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TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place 
your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

SUNGLASSES - REG OR SLIM   $54.00
Ugly Fish Glide Sunglasses with Riding 
goggle attachments. Glide Regular or 
Slim.

GLASSES CASE  $5.50
Glasses Case - Black gloss, hard plastic 
with Old Man Logo on lid.

STUBBY HOLDER - BLACK OR PINK  $7.50
Stubby holder with Old Man Logo and 
bike artwork.

TOURING BADGE  $5.50
Members travelling overseas will be 
recognised as an Australian Ulysses 
member when wearing this logo. 28mm 
x 28mm x 3mm thick.

PATCH TOURING   $6.00
Members travelling overseas will be 
recognised as an Australian Ulysses 
member when wearing this logo. 
10cm X 9.5cm.

STICKER TOURING   $4.00
Touring Logo - Be recognised as an 
Australian Ulysses member overseas! 
Square sticker   10.5cm x 
10.5cm.

BACKPACK   $29.00
Ulysses black back pack with 
front strap to prevent slipping 
when riding. Comes with 
weather proof cover. One Size. 
Black.

BALLOONS $6.50
Mixed Pack of 10 with Black 
& white balloons with the Old 
Man Logo printed on them. 
Available in AIR or HELIUM 
packs.

TOURING PATCH, STICKER & BADGE COMBO 

DEAL! GET ALL THREE FOR JUST $10.00

30TH PATCH LARGE $6.00
30th Anniversary Old Man Logo Patch. 
Black with Pearl embroidery. Rectangle 
12.5cm x 9cm 

SPECIAL 
PRICE!

NOW ONLY 
$2.00
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KEYRING   $5.00
Rubber Keyring with Old Man Logo. 
65mm.

TEDDY BEAR - Cream   
WAS $35.00
Teddy has black 
t-shirt with Old 
Man Logo. Denim 
shorts and leather 
look jacket with 
club bandana. Size 
45cm from head to 
toe, 20cm across 
the stomach, arm 
span of 39cm.

TOILETRY BAG - Black   $25.50
Ulysses black wet pack toiletry bag. 
Compact with lots of compartments 
and a hook to hang on the shower door.

ULYSSES MUG - Black or Pink   
$10.00
Ulysses Mug with Old Man Logo that 
appears when you add hot water.

UTILITY ROLL - Black  
$7.00
Black wet pack, travel 
pack, sewing kit, 
accessory holder or 
carry your smaller bike 
tools & bits & pieces. 
Fits in pannier or top 
box when travelling on 
the bike. 4 separate 
zippered internal 
compartments, 1 large 
external pocket. Rolled 
out 67cm x 28cm. 
Folded 18cmx 28cm x 
2cm thick.

WALLET - Black  $8.50
Ulysses black wallet with the Old Man 
Logo. Velcro fasteners, lots of card 
sections. Stronger stitching and larger 
licence holder.

RIDE ON #1 BADGE  $5.00
Stephen Dearnley Memorial Lapel .
All proceeds from sales go to UCARF.

BIKE BADGE - Brass or Pewter   $21.00
3D Brass - Bike Badge Metal.
60mm, Round, Light weight.

SPECIAL 
PRICE!

SPECIAL 
PRICE!

NOW ONLY 
$22.00

NOW ONLY 
$2.00

NECK WARMER  $15.00
Black Polar Fleece with Old Man Logo.
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TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place 
your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

LADIES POLO SHIRT - Black with White Panels   
$29.50
Ladies V-Neck Polo Shirt Black With 
White Panels Cool Dry Polyester. Sizes 
8-26

BELT - Black & Brown Leather  $42.00
Leather Belt with Old Man Logo and 
Ulysses printed along belt. Fits all 
Ulysses Buckles. S-34˝ • M-36˝ • L-38˝ 
• XL-40˝ • 2XL-42˝
3XL-44˝ • 4XL-46˝ • 5XL-48˝ • 6XL-50˝
7XL-52˝ • KING 54˝

30th ANNIVERSARY CLOTHING
 WAS $40.00
30th Anniversary Ladies ¾ Sleeve and 
Mens Long Sleeve Shirt with pearl Old 
Man Logo. Men’s sizes-Sm, Med, 4XL, 
5XL only, Ladies sizes 8-24

APRON - One Size  $24.50
Black & White Striped Apron with pock-
et, Ulysses Logo & Word “Disgraceful”.

SLOPPY JOE  $38.00 
Fleecy lined with small or large Old Man 
Logo Sml-5XL

RIDING SHIRT  $24.50 
Black high neck long sleeve Unisex  
Sizes XSml -  4XL

LADIES POLO SHIRT - Black Pink Piping   
$29.50
Ladies V-Neck Polo Shirt Black With 
Pink Piping Cool Dry Polyester. Sizes 
8 - 22

MENS POLO SHIRT - Black with Ash Panels   
$29.50
Mens Black & Ash Polo Shirt Cool Dry 
Polyester Pocket On Left Chest. Sizes 
S - 4XL.

SPECIAL 
PRICE!

NOW ONLY 
$25.00

HEADSOX - Black  $19.00
Headsox Flexible Headwear. One Size.

SPECIAL 
PRICE!

NOW ONLY 
$35.00
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FLAGS - Designed for decoration only
Mini aerial flag. 280mm x 215mm  
$5.00
Small flag. 720mm x 390mm 
 $13.00
Large flag. 
1800mm x 900mm  
$64.00

PATCH ROUND - Leather Look Embroidered  
Small. 70mm     $2.00
Medium. 100mm  $10.00
Large 250mm Was $20.00

HELMET LINER
Black, Pink, Red  $7.90
Light weight washable cotton helmet 
liner with Old Man Logo on each ear. 
One Size

ULYSSES BOOK - The Ulysses Story  
$20.00
Ulysses Story - Book 3 Published 2010 
with Addendum.

PATCH ROUND CANVAS - Black   $20.00
Back Patch Round. 25cm.

PATCH REFLECTIVE   $20.00
Back Patch. Round Reflective. 25cm.

LARGE 
PATCH

NOW ONLY 
$10.00

LAPEL BADGE - Gold or Silver  $5.50
Badge Lapel - Silver for ages 40 - 49 
and
Gold for age 50+

LUGGAGE TAG  $2.00
Ulysses Luggage Tag with Old Man 
Logo.
105mm x 64mm.

STICKER REFLECTIVE  
Old Man Logo Sticker Round Reflective
Small 70mm $2.00
Large 200mm $12.00
290mm $13.00
390mm $15.00

LARGE 
FLAG

NOW ONLY 
$50.00
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SINGLET - Black   $20.00
Black cotton with Small Old Man Logo 
on left chest. Sizes S - 4XL.

SOCKS - Black With Red Writing  $15.00
Ulysses Black Socks. 80% Wool / 20% 
Nylon. Pure Wool Inner Cushion and 
Nylon Outer. Aust made/Aust Wool. 
Word ‘Ulysses’ In Red.
Regular (6-10) & Large (11-14)

SHORT SLEEVE T-SHIRT - Black  $19.50
Black SHORT Sleeved Tshirt. Small or 
Large Logo Size S - 4XL.

LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRT - Black   $22.00
Black LONG Sleeved Tshirt. Small or 
Large Logo Size S - 4XL. Black with 
white writing on right sleeve.

BANDANA - Black   $8.00
Ulysses Club Black Bandana,. Ulysses 
Embroidered On Front And Old Man 
Logo Embroidered On The Back. 62cm 
One size fits most.

BEANIE - Black  $12.00
Beanie Black Knitted With Ulysses 
Logo. One Size.

LADIES CAP - Black/Pink  $10.00
Black Cap with Pink Piping. Ulysses 
written in a slant across the front and 
“Life Begins at 40” in pink embroidery 
on back. One Size.

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or 
place your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

REVERSABLE POLAR FLEECE VEST 
$40.50 
Black reversable vest with Old Man 
Logo on polyester side only. 100% Po-
lar Fleece inner, Polyester outer. Sizes 
Sml – 3XL

CAP - Black  with white piping  $10.00
Black Cap Heavy Brushed Cotton. One 
Size.
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STICKER 3D - Glow  $9.00
Ulysses Club Round 70mm Iridescent 
Vinyl Sticker with domed top. Glows in the 
Dark!

STICKER - MC AWARE   $2.00
Motorcycle Aware Driver.

AGM 2015 Wodonga COMBO 

Includes 2015 Commemorative Lapel 
Badge, Sticker & Stubby Holder

We have many other items available from our gear shop including discounted, discontinued lines. For availability please contact your 
local Branch or go to our website www.ulyssesclub.org.au or Email-administration@ulysses.org.au

ONLY $5 !! 

STICKER STRIP   $2.00
Sticker Reflective. 5 x 35mm round stickers.

JAILBREAK!JAILBREAK!  

Escape to Motorcycling ParadiseEscape to Motorcycling Paradise  
3 nights accommodation + Dinners + Rides 3 nights accommodation + Dinners + Rides   

only $345pponly $345pp  
►Radiating from Dungog NSW are some of the best motorcycling roads 
in the country.  At Wangat Lodge we provide the base and the guidance 
for your fabulous motorcycling holiday  - cheap, comfortable, convivial. 
►Just get a dozen riders/bikes together (add pillions if you wish) and  
discuss with us your desired dates. 
►Four days of rides, choices for all tastes, satisfaction assured! 

Give Ken a callGive Ken a call––  02 4995926502 49959265  
www.wangat.com.au  luddite@wangat.com.au 
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Club Contact Listing

ACT
CANBERRA BRANCH     MICHAEL WINTERS Canberra 0412 13 4376

NEW SOUTH WALES 
BATHURST BRANCH GRAHAM REA   Bathurst 0427 58 9983
BLUE MOUNTAINS BRANCH  BRIAN CROWTHER  Katoomba 0419 60 5422
BORDER RANGES BRANCH LES TARRAN                       Lismore, Ballina, Casino, Byron Bay  0402 27 9260
BROKEN HILL BRANCH  TONY SINCLAIR Broken Hill 0408 68 5722
CENTRAL COAST RIDERS BRANCH ROBERT SHARP Gosford, Wyong  0418 96 5693
CLARENCE VALLEY BRANCH SUE HOPKINS Grafton  0417 40 6448
COBB HIGHWAY BRANCH, DENILIQUIN  PETER NANKIVELL Deniliquin  0484 117 304
COFFS COAST BRANCH ANDREW WRIGHT Coffs Harbour  0400 70 6602
COOTAMUNDRA BRANCH BILL TEALE Cootamundra 02 6942 3134
COTTON COUNTRY CRUISERS, MOREE BRANCH ROS ROSE Moree 0400 52 1476
COWRA BRANCH BRIAN NAIRNE Cowra 0407 45 3829
DUBBO & WESTERN PLAINS BRANCH ROB HUMPHRIES Dubbo Area 0428 84 7722
EASTERN CREEK BRANCH KEVIN WATERSTON         Parramatta -Western Suburbs - Sydney 0415 52 7196
EUROBODALLA BRANCH GRAHAM WELLS Batemans Bay    0414 07 9857 
FORSTER BRANCH PAUL ANLEZARK Forster, Tuncurry 0418 61 2226  
GLEN INNES BRANCH GEOFF BOURNE Glen Innes 0427 49 6752
GLOUCESTER BRANCH IAN PARKS Gloucester 0414 58 2019
GOULBURN NSW BRANCH JOHN ZYLA Goulburn 0498 11 8734
GRENFELL BRANCH DEBBIE STEVENS Grenfell 0429 43 1434
GUNNEDAH BRANCH WARREN COOMBES Gunnedah 0431 72 8591  
HAWKESBURY BRANCH PETER SMITH Hawkesbury River 0447 19 7983
HILLS BRANCH JOHN GAWTHORNE                     Castle Hill, North West Sydney 0412 01 6189
HORNSBY DISTRICT BRANCH ROWAN DOLLAR Hornsby 0458 43 6871
HUNTER COALFIELDS BRANCH BILL INGALL Cessnock, Kurri Kurri 0427 90 2814 
INVERELL SAPPHIRE CITY BRANCH PHIL KIMBER Inverell 0419 95 6270
LAKE MACQUARIE BRANCH TONY O’NEILL    Lake Macquarie 0475 06 8882 
LITHGOW & DISTRICT BRANCH DARRYLL COOPER Lithgow Area 0428 14 0555
MACARTHUR BRANCH MARK SHEPHERD                                 Campbelltown, Camden 0403 82 9913
MACLEAY VALLEY BRANCH                                    STEWART JOHNSTON Kempsey    02 6561 5198

Please call your local Branch contact for details on local rides, meetings and events or 
visit www.ulyssesclub.org
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MANNING VALLEY BRANCH MICHAEL SIMPSON Taree  0401 87 1792
MIA BRANCH NOEL BUCHAN Leeton, Griffith    0427 53 2558
MUDGEE BRANCH CHERYL AURISCH Mudgee 0427 72 1419
MYALL LAKES BRANCH TONY MITCHELL Buladelah 0417 47 4528
NAMBUCCA VALLEY BRANCH TODD VERCOE Nambucca Heads 0438 22 5390
NEPEAN BRANCH STEVEN NEVILLE Penrith 0418 22 3720
NEW ENGLAND BUSHRANGERS BRANCH VINCE COHEN Armidale  0412 27 8922
NEWCASTLE LOWER HUNTER BRANCH MARGY HINCKSMAN Newcastle, Maitland 0412 60 0664    
NORTHERN BEACHES BRANCH ALAN BATEMAN                              North Sydney metro Beaches    0417 68 5246
NORTHERN RIVERS BRANCH BILL SLADE                           Lismore, Casino, Ballina, Byron Bay  0466 57 7524   
ORANGE BRANCH LEONIE WOOD Orange 0438 54 8041
PORT STEPHENS BRANCH ANNE CROWLEY                                   Port Macquarie, Wachope 0417 68 8569
PORT MACQUARIE MID NORTH COAST BRANCH MARGARET CRAIG Port Stephens 0429 20 0425
SAPPHIRE COAST BRANCH BRUCE BEARMAN                          Eden, Merimbula, Bega  Area      0417 45 6756
SNOWY MOUNTAINS BRANCH ROWAN BOUCHER Cooma 0404 97 6021
SOUTH COAST BRANCH MIKE LEONARD Woolongong 0421 04 4134
ST. GEORGE SUTHERLAND BRANCH KEITH MOYLE    St George - Sutherland Sydney Southern suburbs 0402 81 0875
SYDNEY BRANCH DIANNE MCCALLUM Sydney 0417 27 9482
TAMWORTH & DISTRICTS BRANCH RICHARD PROCTER Tamworth 0429 60 3542 
TWEED BORDER BRANCH  LINDA NICASTRI Tweed Heads 0417 25 9177 
UPPER HUNTER BRANCH BILL TINDALE                                         Muswellbrook, Singleton 0488 47 1978
WAGGA WAGGA BRANCH PAT COMBS Wagga Wagga 0408 42 0766 
WOLLONDILLY WANDERERS BRANCH KEN ROOKE                                   Menangle , Mittagong, Bowral 0418 45 5815
WOY WOY PENINSULA BRANCH JUDY PALMER                     Woy Woy - Southern Central Coast 0448 24 0398

NORTHERN TERRITORY
CENTRAL DESERTS BRANCH JEFF COLE Alice Springs 0438 51 4397
TOP END BRANCH JOHN ALLWOOD Darwin 0410 02 5032

QUEENSLAND
ALBERT VALLEY BRANCH NOEL CARNEY                                         Tamborine, Beaudesert 0412 35 6229
BLACKALL RANGE NAMBOUR BRANCH ROD CLIFFORD Nambour 0419 76 0089
BOWEN BRANCH NOEL SLEEMAN Bowen 0400 79 1009
BRISBANE BRANCH SUSANNE KENYON-WESTON Brisbane 0438 18 1054
BUNDABERG BRANCH  NEIL COOK Bundaberg 0414 57 9608
BURDEKIN BRANCH ANN COFFISON Ayr - Home Hill 0428 18 0611 
BURNETT BRANCH ELLIE HAY                                 Kingaroy, Nanango 0418 15 0461
CAIRNS BRANCH MALCOLM MCKASKILL Cairns 0438 78 5276
CAPRICORNIA BRANCH STEPHEN SAGNOL Rockhampton  0458 78 6757
DARLING DOWNS BRANCH NEIL NEEDHAM Tin Can Bay 0413 70 0437
FRASER COAST BRANCH BRUCE TAYLOR Toowoomba 0437 28 2140
GATTON BRANCH RON ANDERSON                                     Gatton   0439 66 5391
GLADSTONE BRANCH ANDREA SHANKS                                 Hervey Bay, Maryborough 0400 60 4026
GLASS HOUSE MOUNTAINS BRANCH PAM TOPP                                                     Caboolture                 0405 24 5741
GOLD COAST BRANCH DAVID HICKS                                                 Gold Coast   0428 60 8495
GYMPIE BRANCH PETER PALIS                                                 Gympie 0435 25 5472
IPSWICH BRANCH AMANDA PAMENTER Ipswich 0413 42 0970
LOCKYER BRANCH IAN WINTER Lowood, Rosewood    0409 27 7087
LOGAN CITY BRANCH JAMES SIEUWERTS Logan  0499 99 0508
MACKAY BRANCH GREG POWER Mackay 0437 11 6439
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MOUNT ISA BRANCH DAVID BOLAND Mt Isa 0401 88 8889
MOUNT LINDESAY BRANCH TONI KENNETT Mount Lindesay 0449 13 5417
NORTHERN GATEWAY BRANCH LYNN GRAYDEN                                   Brisbane Northern Suburbs 0412 76 2002
REDCLIFFE BRANCH KEREN WHEELER                Redcliffe - Brisbane Northern suburbs 0408 29 2135
REDLANDS BRANCH HELEN LARTER                                Brisbane South East  suburbs 0418 75 6219
SOMERSET REGION BRANCH KATHY ELLEM Kilcoy, Esk  0428 65 5554
STANTHORPE BRANCH BOB GARTH Stanthorpe                  0402 00 6334 
SUNSHINE COAST BRANCH MARK JONES                             Maroochydore, Caloundra, Noosa  0413 20 5490
TOWNSVILLE BRANCH FRANK MCGUIRK Townsville  0409 49 8177
TROPIC COAST TOURERS BRANCH DON FULLER  Innesfail  0428 88 1571
WARWICK & DISTRICT BRANCH ELAINE WENHAM Warwick  0407 93 7199 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
ADELAIDE BRANCH KEN WAGNITZ Adelaide - North East  0417 35 3389 
EYRE PENINSULA BRANCH LLOYD PARKER Port Lincoln  0428 83 1184
FLEURIEU BRANCH SUZY TERRY Fleurieu Peninsula 0457 54 1507 
LIMESTONE COAST BRANCH GERARD KROON Mt Gambier 0428 35 2838
LOWER MURRAY BRANCH KYM FELS Murray Bridge  0417 80 1351
MALLEE BRANCH GRAEME RULE                                     Berri, Renmark (Riverland) 0408 68 9707
TORRENS VALLEY BRANCH LINDA PRICE                                  Adelaide - North East Suburbs  0419 54 2804
WHYALLA & DISTRICTS BRANCH CHRISTINE CLOTHIER Whyalla  0427 66 8600

TASMANIA
EAST COAST THYLACINES BRANCH BARRY NELSON                               Bicheno, St Helens, St Marys 0439 72 2515
HOBART BRANCH BETTY PARSSEY Hobart 0407 50 1620
NORTH WEST COAST BRANCH ROBIN SMITH                                Smithton, Ulverston, Davenport 0419 14 3688
TAMAR TOURERS BRANCH FIEONA PETROHILOS Launceston  0407 97 9289

VICTORIA
ALBURY - WODONGA BRANCH BILL ALLOTT Albury-Wodonga 0417 65 2974
ALPINE RIDERS BRANCH LEANNE EGAN                    Bright, Harrietville - North East Victoria  0427 50 1033
BAIRNSDALE DISTRICTS BRANCH STEPHEN BRAFIELD Bairnsdale  0427 79 7888
CENTRAL HIGHLANDS BRANCH SHARRYN NANKERVIS Ballarat  0417 35 5326
CENTRAL VICTORIA BRANCH TONY ELLIOTT Bendigo                     0409 41 1557
ECHUCA BRANCH PAUL BUTLER Echuca 0438 55 1450
GEELONG BRANCH ROBERT HUNT Geelong 0400 86 7302
GRAMPIANS BRANCH JOHN HARKIN Sale 0416 21 4631
GIPPSLAND CENTRAL BRANCH MARG VAN ROSSUM Shepparton   0427 22 1973
GOULBURN VALLEY BRANCH TREVOR FRANKLIN     Ararat, Horsham         0430 01 4400
GREEN TRIANGLE BRANCH LINTON CRAM Portland 0429 93 9420
MACEDON RANGES BRANCH STEPHEN DRAPER Gisborne, Woodend    0407 05 8058
MELBOURNE BRANCH GREG REES Melbourne 0416 10 9933
MILDURA BRANCH ROBERT MUNRO Mildura 0401 40 9837
MORNINGTON WANDERERS BRANCH PHIL MATTHEWS Mornington  0412 53 2227 
OTWAY RANGERS BRANCH BRIAN RATCLIFFE Colac, Otway 0419 57 2432
SALE & DISTRICT BRANCH STEPHEN WALSH                                           Sale 0427 367 576
SHEARWATERS BRANCH JOHN DOBSON Cranbourne  0417 10 2592   
SHIPWRECK COAST BRANCH BRUCE MORTON Warrnambool 0409 93 3573  
SOUTH GIPPSLAND BRANCH NAOMI GRIMES                                   Leongatha, Korumburra 0429 37 6839
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TWO BAYS BRANCH KEVIN COOPER                           Rosebud, Mornington Peninsula    0428 53 4346
WESTGATE WANDERERS BRANCH DEBORAH BOEHM                         Melbourne - Western Suburbs 0418 13 5834 
WHITTLESEA BRANCH CAROL FARRUGIA Whittlesea 0439 87 1795
YARRA RANGES BRANCH BRUCE JONES                      Melbourne - Outer Eastern Suburbs     0413 67 0125

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
ARMADALE HERITAGE BRANCH RAY SEDDON Armadale     0427 96 8994    
BROOME WEST KIMBERLEY BRANCH JOHN KENNEDY                                  Broome   0412 46 0442            
BUNBURY BRANCH BRENDA INGRAM Bunbury 0417 94 2363
ESPERANCE BRANCH DEE LAWRENCE Esperance 0427 78 2060
FREMANTLE BRANCH EILEEN GARSIDE Fremantle 0413 73 7544
GERALDTON BRANCH BRUCE RALPH Geraldton 0427 64 2392
GREAT SOUTHERN BRANCH RAY PRIOR Albany  0417 86 6903
JOONDALUP BRANCH KEN EATON                                           Perth - Northern Suburbs 0418 92 5081
KALGOORLIE GOLDFIELDS BRANCH DOROTHY WILLIAMS Kalgoorlie 0428 95 9330
MANDURAH - MURRAY BRANCH SANDRA DIX Mandurah 0413 51 3039
PERTH BRANCH  JOHN GLIDDON                                    Perth - Northern Suburbs 0417 94 5789
PILBARA BRANCH                                                  STEVE TREVURZA  Karratha 0410 86 7102
WARNBRO SOUND WANDERERS BRANCH DIANNA GLOVER Rockingham 0419 91 9275

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
ULYSSES ADVENTURE RIDERS (SIG) 
ULYTTLIES (SIG)  LYN LESSLIE  0410 62 9164

INTERNATIONAL CLUBS   Contact Phone / Email 
ULYSSES CLUB BOTSWANA BENNIE PIETERSE    bennie@rhino.co.bw
ULYSSES CLUB CAMBODIA BOB WILTSHIRE bobski2010@gmail.com
ULYSSES CLUB FRANCE ENZO CHOUETTE enzohome74@gmail.com
ULYSSES CLUB GERMANY GERNOT MINIG gminig@hotmail.com
ULYSSES CLUB GREAT BRITAIN ANDY MORRISON rabbit@morrison34.freeserve.co.uk
ULYSSES CLUB NAMIBIA HARE KRUGER harek@iway.na
ULYSSES CLUB NETHERLANDS JEROEN SCHUITEN                          j.schuiten@chello.nl
ULYSSES CLUB NEW ZEALAND JIM GALT vice.p@ulysses.org.nz
ULYSSES CLUB NORWAY KNUT SVEEN 47 9097 3060  knut_sveen@hotmail.com
ULYSSES CLUB SOUTH AFRICA  MAURITIUS MEIRING 0437 35 3556    ulyssessa@telkomsa.net
ULYSSES CLUB SWITZERLAND SVEN SPIESS sven.spiess@bluewin.ch
ULYSSES CLUB THAILAND DAVID THOMSON-HARRY dthomsonharry@gmail.com
ULYSSES CLUB VIETNAM KEVIN COLLINS kevinbabyowl@gmail.com 
ULYSSES CLUB ZIMBABWE MARK SALTHOUSE marksalthouse@gmail.com

Three basic principles of the Ulysses Club Inc are:- 

a)      To provide ways in which older motorcyclists can get together for companionship and mutual support;

b)     To show by example that motor cycling can be an enjoyable and practical activity for riders of all ages;

c)      To draw the attention of public and private institutions to the needs and views of older riders.

PUBLISHER - DIAMOND GRAPHICS
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Ph: 0425 739 750 

 

24 Month Warranty 
Made in Victoria             
since 2003 
Highly Durable 
German Castors 
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Insurance is issued by QBE (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035. AFSL 239545. Normal acceptance criteria applies. To decide if a poIlicy 
is right for you please carefully read the Product Disclosure Statement which is available at www.qbe.com.au or by phoning us on 1800 24 34 64. 

Kicking goals for our 
customers every day

Call us for a quote 
1800 24 34 64


