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INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

To enter go to shannons.com.au/supercars or call 13 46 46 and obtain an eligible quote 
on your Car, Bike or Home Insurance* by 30 November 2016. 

 Get a Quote = 1 Entry*     |     Take out a Policy = 5 Entries!*

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the issuer of Shannons Car, Bike and Home/Contents insurance products. Read the relevant Product Disclosure Statement and consider whether 
it is right for you before buying these insurance products. Contact us for a free copy. Competition conducted by Shannons Pty Limited, of Level 28, Brisbane Square, 266 George Street, Brisbane, QLD 4000. Competition commences at 12am on 15/8/2016 
and closes at 5pm on 30/11/2016 (Melbourne time). Applications for online quotes must be submitted by 28/11/16 to be eligible for entry into this competition, however, telephone applications will continue to be available until 5pm 30/11/2016. Entry only 
open to eligible Australian residents aged 30 years or older. Eligible Entrants must be opted in to receive Shannons marketing communications. Total prize pool valued at approx. $62,075.00 (depending on major prize winner’s point of departure). Prizes 
drawn at 12pm on 14/12/2016 at Salmat Digital Pty Ltd, L2, 116 Miller St, Nth Sydney NSW 2060. The winners will be notified by phone and email by 16/12/2016 and published in The Australian newspaper on 19/12/2016 and on the competition website. 
1The winner must be aged 30 years or older and have a valid and current Australian driver’s licence. The drive experience is subject to any terms and conditions specified by Ultimate Driving Tours.*New Shannons Motor Insurance or Shannons Home & 
Contents insurance quotes/sales only (renewals and CTP quotes/sales ineligible). Limit 1 quote per vehicle or insured address. Permits: ACT TP 16/01335, NSW LTPS/16/05363, SA T16/1203. 
Full competition terms and conditions at shannons.com.au/supercars.

Shannons and Ultimate Driving Tours are offering motoring enthusiasts the chance to win an exclusive tour driving the 
world’s best supercars on some of Europe’s most amazing roads, from 28th July to 5th August 2017.

The eight-day guided tour travels through Switzerland, France, Monaco and Italy. Experience driving a selection of 
supercars1 from Ferrari, Lamborghini, McLaren, Audi and Mercedes over four days. Stay at luxury hotels, castles and 

stunning chateaus, while enjoying fantastic dining experiences, including dinner with F1 world champion, Alain Prost. Plus, 
visit the Ferrari and Lamborghini museums in Maranello and the infamous Imola circuit. 

The winner will also receive an all new 2016 Victory Octane Motorcycle in Matte Super Steel Grey.

GET A QUOTE 
TODAY!
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL US ON 08 9350 9052 OR VISIT

EXCLUSIVE AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTOR
OF SW-MOTECH BAGS-CONNECTION

No matter where your journey takes you, make sure you have Rotopax on board for your fuel and water supplies. 

The Rotopax 3 layer manufacturing process eliminates vapor permeation and creates the toughest fuel pack 
available. NO LEAKING, NO COLOUR FADING.

Cells can be carried inside panniers, strapped to a rack or fi tted with Rotopax’s specifi c mounts, which also 
allow for cells to be mounted on top of each other.

Fuel cells are available from 3.7 to 15.1 litres and water cells from 3.7 to 7.5 litres.

THINK 
ADVENTURE, 
THINK 
ROTOPAX.

1 GALLON 
FUEL CELL

1 GALLON 
WATER CELL

1.75 GALLON 
WATER CELL

2 GALLON
STORAGE CELL

2 GALLON 
WATER CELL

PACK MOUNT PACK MOUNT 
EXTENSION

LOX MOUNT
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Features

OUR COVER: 

Western Australia is Australia’s biggest producer of can-
ola, our front cover photo was taken a few kms from my 
home in Geraldton, WA. For the shutterbugs, it was taken 
with a Canon 5D MkII with EF 24-70mm lens set at 28mm. 
ISO 100, shutter speed 1/40 of a second, with aperture at 
f16.
There are umpteenzillion camera thingameejigs out there, 
some of you must own them, so have a go at our Summer 
edition cover!! In portrait (vertical) format of course.  Gary 
Warner – editor.
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 02 4647 7772
Fax: 02 4647 7740
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Post:  PO Box 3242 Narellan NSW 2567
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e | editor@ulysses.org.au
m | 0419 047 789

By an i or an e
IN my debut editorial in our Winter edition, I raised the issue 
of how to identify a Ulysses member – Ulyssian or Ulyssean.

As I stated then, I believe the letter `i’ should be replaced by 
the letter `e’, based on my understanding as a journalist of 
how a word is constructed. 

One letter of protest was received;

“Dear Editor,

In regard to your editorial in issue 131, I believe your ‘Spelling 
Check’ needs a reality check for your decision to replace the 
‘i’ in the word Ulyssian.  Please do not have the temerity to 
change the spelling throughout the magazine on a whim and 
without prior consultation with the members.  I have been a 
member of this organisation for some time, but nowhere near 
as long as others, and if the construction of the word was 
good enough for #1 and founding members then I believe we 
should maintain the status quo.

Perhaps this was done light heartedly to gauge reaction from 
members or see how many are reading the ‘Riding On’, but 
you said it yourself in ‘The Last Word’ when you stated that 
while you hold your own views on many issues they have no 
place in the magazine, so please adhere to your role as editor 
and leave the ‘i’ in Ulyssian.  Maintain the tradition of previous 
publications, after all this is our magazine.  

Garry Porter #25291”

My most basic duty as editor is to ensure correct spelling 
in our magazine, and Ulyssian is simply not correct. Three 
dictionaries (Macquarie, Oxford English and Merriam-Webster) 
all spell it the same way;

Ulyssean; Of, belonging to, or connected with Ulysses; spec. 
characteristic of, or resembling.

Far from acting “on a whim”, my stance was adopted after 
long consideration, and Garry appears to have missed my 
final comment; `Apart from my odd but firmly held views on 
spelling, of course.’

I have great respect for Old Number 1, Stephen Dearnley, and 
his fellow founding members, but a spelling mistake is just 
that – a spelling mistake. I could choose to perpetuate the 
mistake or correct it. I chose the latter.

It seems I am not alone; every article received after the 
Winter edition arrived using the same spelling; Ulyssean.

WHAT has happened to the Old 
Man, our beloved Club logo? Has 
he lost popularity?

Old Man has been the widely 
recognised `face’ of the Ulysses 
Club since he was sketched by 
Peter ‘The Bear’ Thoeming as the 
logo of the newly-established Club 
in 1983.

He has always been used in any 
promotion of the Club, but lately his bearded face is often 
missing from posters and flyers produced by branches.

Nat Com does not tell branches what to place on their own 
promotional material, and as Riding On editor, I hold no 
position of authority within the Club.

However, as a loyal Club member, I personally urge all my 
fellow Ulysseans to put Old Man on public view whenever 
possible.

He’s not that ugly, in fact everyone loves him!

In a follow-up to our ambulance service story in the Winter 
edition, we have a report from an American member of 
Ulysses Club Australia, who had a serious `off’ while riding in 
New Zealand. He says they have got it right in the Land of the 
Long White Cloud.

Lastly, we hope we have seen the last of the curling-cover 
blues. This edition has a slightly heavier cover and a different 
finishing process, so we have our fingers crossed!

Okay, continue riding on.

 Gary K. Warner
#65262

Stop Press!
The National Committee is seeking Expressions of Interest 

for the voluntary ex officio position of Sales / Marketing 

to assist our expanding advertising department.

Your sales experience can benefit your Club

Please send your CV to secretary@ulysses.org.au
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e | president@ulysses.org.au
m | 0407 602 496 national president’s report

Hello fellow members.

By the time this goes to 
print, the coldest, wettest of 
the years’ weather should 
be behind us and whilst 
many of us had chosen to 
temporarily leave our bikes 
in the garage, it hadn’t 
prevented members from 
getting together socially, 
by whichever mode of 
transport, supporting 
the ethos of the club 
by continued socializing 
and comradeship. Some 

members have utilized this time by planning Branch rides and 
state odysseys and perhaps even putting plans into place for 
the sojourn to Port Macquarie/Wauchope, as the Branch that I 
am aligned with has commenced doing. Speaking of planning, 
great work is being carried out by the Committees of the next 
three AGM Events, the first being Port Macquarie/Wauchope. 
National AGM Event Coordinator (NAGMEC) Rob White advises 
that the AGM Event committee is on track with preparations 
and although there is a lot of work still to do, I am delighted 
with the knowledge that they are enthusiastically intent on 
providing an Event to remember. 

The GBA versus UC case:- from the Ulysses Club Insurance 
Company’s solicitor,  “The costs argument was heard by the 
court on 13 May 2016”. “Judgment for the GBA versus UC had 
been passed down. Aside from the costs award, the judge 
has now given judgment in favour of GBA for the damages 
of $314,781 plus interest to 13 May 2016 of $78,618, 
making for a total of $393,399.” “On 10 June 2016, we (our 
Insurance Company’s Solicitor) provided GBA’s solicitors with 
a cheque in payment of the damages and interest awarded 
to GBA.  We have not been served with any appeal papers 
by GBA’s solicitors. Although GBA has not appealed, this is 
not an end to the proceeding.  The question of costs remains 
outstanding.” It has been a long process with the case being 
first lodged with the County Court of Victoria in 2013, but the 
payout (by the Club’s Insurer) was minimal in comparison 
with that which was being sought. Neither our Members nor 
the financial status of the Club will be affected by the payout 
figure, the exception being an increase in the Club’s Insurance 
premiums. We have also received a cheque for $6,268.48, 
reimbursing the Club for reasonable expenses incurred over 
the last 3 years for Denis Paulin, NAO and myself. 

Different ways of administering Branch matters can evolve 
with the changeover of Branch Committees; at times these 
methods can be met with resistance because it is not always 
mutually accepted. Traditionally, “that’s the way it has always 
been done” does not mean that a different approach cannot 
work just as effectively. Each committee should be given 
freedom to transition into their role and apply themselves 
to the running of the Branch, catering to the member’s 
requirements whilst still working within the guidelines of the 
club and in accordance with the Club constitution. To a degree 
we rely on the experience of past Committee members to 
offer mentoring as and when needed, however the National 

Committee also continues to support Branch Committees 
and is happy to offer constructive assistance to Branches 
experiencing difficulties.

Members may notice (upon renewal or joining) that their 
joining date has now been imprinted on their Ulysses Club 
membership card. This resulted from a suggestion raised 
during the Extended NatCom Meeting.

We hope that members are enjoying the new look Riding On 
(RO). Diamond Graphics’ publisher, Amy Scambary, and RO 
editor Gary Warner are working professionally together with 
the assistance of our staff at National Administration Office 
(NAO) to produce an exciting RO for your enjoyment. Should 
you have articles of interest to our members, please forward 
them on to Gary. 

Vice President Jen Woods has been working in consultation 
with Website RO editor John Bryant, to bring to fruition, the 
digital RO; Jen also assists the Event Committee with uploads 
to the 2017 AGM Event Website and keeps our members 
updated with news via various electronic means. Secretary 
Mark Seja continues to do sterling work with club, member 
and branch related enquiries, and as the liaison to our staff 
at the NAO. Mark also exhibits great flare for coordinating 
NatCom meeting requirements resulting in a smooth process 
for all of us. Treasurer John Osborne continues to streamline 
procedures as he becomes more familiar with Club financial 
matters and various reporting systems. Purchasing/Advertising 
Officer Henry Rokx is enjoying the challenges presented 
with the Advertising role which encompasses many facets 
of Advertising now available to prospective supporters, and 
his efforts with mentoring a Branch committee has been 
appreciated. Motorcycle Manufacturer/Sponsorship Liaison 
Peter Baulch has produced some great results for our 
members, although achieving the commitment status has at 
times been an extensive process. Allan Pratt has settled into 
the exciting role as International Liaison and (with a little help) 
has successfully produced his second set of minutes.

Branches all around Australia will be acknowledging members 
who have ridden on, at their respective National Memorial day 
rides/gatherings, traditionally held on the second weekend 
of September. I know our members will embrace this day of 
reflection and offer compassion and mutual support. 

Helena Gritton  
#14027 
National President
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m | 0448 336 111

HOW lovely to be 
thinking about Spring, 
even if it’s because I 
am writing a report for 
the Spring edition of 
Riding On! The weird 
and sometimes wild 
weather served up to 
us through this winter 
has been a challenge, 
as I’m sure many of 
you will agree. 

Following an idea 
from Dan Doherty, 
who provides the 
development and 
infrastructure hosting 
for the Club’s websites, 
a project to have a 

website dedicated to the Riding On magazine was developed 
and approved by the National Committee. Members had told 
the National Committee several years previously that they 
would like an online version of the magazine, and while a flip 
book and .PDF download versions had met with some small 
success, the National Committee knew further development 
was necessary.

Fortunately, at the same time as the National Committee was 
recruiting for a new editor of the print Riding On magazine, 
the perfect candidate was found for a content manager of the 
Riding On website – this was obviously meant to be.  

A development team of Dan, website administrators Wayne 
Watson, Andrea Johnston, new online content manager 
John Bryant and myself worked on the presentation of the 
ROnline (as its working title became). The new website will 

be launched in time for the Spring Edition of the print version 
(all being well) and will feature stories from the magazine in 
a format that will be suitable for smart devices and tablets; 
technology very much favoured by members.  More ways 
to read Riding On, your favourite riding magazine! The new 
website will also engage closely with social media tools, 
further spreading the message that the Ulysses Club is a great 
club to be a part of.

On a very sad note, long term member of the Ulysses Club 
Road Safety Committee, Tony Ellis #55305, passed away on 
23 June. Tony’s valuable input to the committee, his loyalty, 
good humour, amazing memory and humanity are qualities 
that cannot easily be replaced.  
Ride on Tony, we miss you.

Topical lately has been an increase in email scams and 
phishing attacks – must be that the hackers are content to 
continue their evil work in this cold weather. Please be mindful 
of emails that contain links in them, always look closely at 
the sent address of an unexpected email you have received 
(is it really from the bank or a reputable business is it from 
someone whose email address looks suspicious), don’t 
open files ending in .exe. As well, keep your Anti-Virus and 
spam subscriptions up to date.  Remember that the hacking 
business is big business and they work hard to hack into 
accounts successfully, so be careful.

It took a little while, but the minutes of the AGM and the 
Extended NatCom meeting, as well as the NatCom meetings 
this year, are all on the website, filed in the Documents 
section, found in the dropdown list under the Members tab.

Jen Woods 
#21395 
National Vice President
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vice president’s report
BMW Motorrad
R nineT Scrambler

bmwmotorrad.com.au
The Ultimate 

Riding Machine

bmwmotorradauss

Keep your eyes open to everything life has to offer. 
There are endless possibilities, just like there are with 
the new R nineT Scrambler. In standard trim the Scrambler 

is totally striking, or you can customise it however you like. 
Find more at bmwmotorrad.com.au

Keep your eyes open to everything life has to offer. 
Th dl ibiliti j t lik th ith
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AS the bike 
riding season 
fast approaches, 
no doubt those 
of us who were 
less hardy during 
winter are very 
busy cleaning, 
polishing and 
preparing our 
steeds for the 
beautiful weather 
ahead.  

It is also a good 
time to review 
our riding skills, 
and some of us 
may benefit from 
a rider training 
course to augment 

our already numerous talents!  Ulysses Club Inc. offers a 
rebate on approved rider training or first aid courses that 
members may undertake, so the return on your investment 
is two-fold – firstly, you receive a monetary reward from the 
club, and secondly, your skills, whether in riding or first aid, 
are improved.

Unfortunately, motorcyclists are still quite highly represented 
in vehicular collisions.  It is therefore important that should 
someone you are riding with, or even just happen upon, 
be involved in a collision, you have the skills and abilities to 
render that first aid which may significantly mitigate the long 
term effects of any injuries received.

In my view, training is an important aspect of everyday life, 
whether it be informal, incidental or the more formalised type 
mentioned above.  The National Administration Office staff 
is no exception.  I am in the process of developing some 
structured training sessions which are highly relevant to 
their workplace – the desired result being that the staff will 
be better equipped to carry out their day-to-day duties.  To 
assist in that process, a video-conferencing facility has been 
established which enable me to discuss any on-going issues 
that may occur from time to time and provide timely feedback 
for initiatives and process improvement they have initiated. 

Club membership, while suffering a small decline over the 
Christmas/New Year period, has steadily increased in the 
ensuing months – an encouraging statistic!  While most 
members still regard riding their motorcycles as the number 
one reason for belonging to a Club such as Ulysses, we 
must not forget the other very important aspect – that of 
socialising.  I am fairly sure that sustained interaction with 
like minded people prolongs the enjoyment of life, so it is 
important to recognise that we need not opt out of the Ulysses 
Club simply because we no longer ride.  

Attending meetings and social events is in my view, equally 
important than participating in rides to which many members 
who no longer ride can attest.  So if your membership is 
coming up for renewal and you are considering no longer 
riding, please think about the great people you meet and 
interact with in the Ulysses Club, before making that decision 
about allowing your membership to lapse.   

Mark Seja  
#39695 
National Secretary 

12
years

www.adriaticmototours.comSlovenia, Croatia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Montenegro

May 7 - May 24
August 21 - September 7

DATES 2017

of our popular 
Beautiful 
Balkans 

Adventure

Longer  
version

Explorer
Balkans  
and Adriatic
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secretary’s report
e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0429 002 411 treasurer’s report

In light of publishing 
deadlines and the 
accounting timetable 
which governs the 
Club’s reporting, my 
report will reflect 
the latest available 
information which 
relates to the six-month 
period ended 30th June 
2016.

At 30th June 2016 
the Club accounts are 
reporting an operating 
loss of $51,669; this is 
comprised of a trading 

loss before tax of $9,917, coupled with a loss on the 2016 
AGM Event of $41,752. These results are a mixed bag when 
compared with the situation this time last year. The $9,917 
compares with the reported loss before tax of $39,683, but a 
write-back of tax from previous years resulted in a reported 
loss of only $2,750 after tax. The AGM profit had not been 
brought to account at June 2015, but we later reported a 
surplus on the 2015 AGM of $109,527. Apart from the AGM 
loss, the operations are running close to budget and costs are 
well controlled. Clearly, we are going to have a tough time 
breaking even this year.

As foreshadowed previously, we have reviewed the 
methodology for accruing membership subscriptions to provide 
a pool of funds to cover the Club’s operations into future 
years. Membership subscriptions cover a three-year period and 
must be preserved to cover a three-year operating horizon. 
A thorough analysis of membership numbers and renewal 

dates has revealed that, over the years, the amount accrued 
in the Subscriptions in Advance Liability has been significantly 
understated resulting in the need to write back $509,010 from 
our Accumulated Surplus. Essentially this has been necessary 
because the previous methodology for Subscriptions resulted 
in almost all of the three-year subscription being allocated 
to operations in one year, resulting in overstated profits and 
hence the large shortfall we now face.

A consequence of this adjustment is a reduction in the Total 
Equity of the Club at 30th June 2016 to $585,457 (down from 
$1,050,048 at June 2015). It must be emphasised that this is 
not a loss in the sense that the Club’s financial position has 
been jeopardised. We still have $1,165,103 in term deposits, 
and whilst liquidity is tight we have reserves to carry on the 
business. This adjustment recognises that the liability the 
Club has for maintaining Subscriptions in Advance must fully 
provide for operations for the duration of each member’s 
three-year subscription period.

Life in the Treasury is not all gloomy. We have reviewed our 
income taxation calculations and, as we are classed as a 
mutual organisation, we now have a nil income tax liability. I 
look forward to a brighter commentary in the Summer edition 
of Riding On.

John Osborne  
#41785 
National Treasurer



RIDING ON 14

Purchasing Officer Report

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848purchasing officer report

e | purchasing@ulysses.org.au
m | 0418 329 617

THINGS have remained busy in the purchasing area this 
quarter, despite the fact that winter was upon us. Stocks of 
popular goods are being replenished and some new products 
are being introduced. Hopefully all the quartermasters out 
there are getting stocked up ready for Spring. Winter seems to 
be dragging on so once the weather fines up we hope you will 
all be kitted up ready to go riding once more. 

We have received enquiries about reintroducing some products 
that we have not had for a while, but the challenge is to find 
out where we got them from previously and if still available, 
how much they cost. We have brought back HiVis vests for 
ride leaders and TECs. The new ones are true Day/Night vests 
which are fully approved to Australian Standards and have a 
printed Old Man Logo on the back. We opted for the printed 
OML in lieu of the reflective one to keep down the cost, but 
they will be very effective. These have been ordered mainly 
in larger sizes so they fit over your riding gear. If they prove 

popular we can order them in reasonably quickly.

There is also a new a new key holder which is effective for 
keeping keys attached to your belt loops. These are quite 
useful and attractive and will make ideal Christmas gifts. Other 
items are currently being considered and may be available by 
Christmas.

The merchandise for the 2017 AGM at Port Macquarie/
Wauchope has all been approved and we now just need to wait 
for orders once the registrations open. 

Henry Rokx  

#28636 DM#45 
Purchasing Officer

There is always a steady stream of requests for advertising. There are of course our regular 
advertisers but a number of new businesses have also come on board. Our advertising packages 
are currently under review, to make sure that we are competitive in an ever tightening print 
advertising market and to make our advertising packages both more attractive and easier to read.  
The same applies to the advertising for the website. Being involved in the advertising for Riding 
On has been interesting so far and I hope to learn more as we go along. It has been interesting 
negotiating with potential advertisers and also chatting about the various goods and services 
being made available for our members. Most of the work relating to advertising is expertly handled 
by our National Administration Office staff and I thank them very much for their efforts.

Henry Rokx  

#28636 DM#45 
Advertising Liaison Officer

advertising liaison officer’s reporte | advertising@ulysses.org.au
m | 0418 329 617

0 0 2 2 + years

Life is a DARING ADVENTURE or nothing at all !

formerly Ferris Wheels Safaris

Turkish Treasures 21 days: Istanbul, Gallipoli
Capadocia, Black Sea
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There is not a great deal to report for this quarter. Numbers 
are fairly steady, but it always remains a challenge for our 
State coordinators to maintain their registers and ensure 
that all participants memberships are current. There are also 
ongoing issues with members not reading and completing 
application or renewal paperwork correctly, which adds to the 
workload of the coordinators. To maintain good relations with 
the respective state road traffic authorities, everyone must do 
the right thing. I would anticipate that as the weather warms 
up, more old and pre-loved bikes will be dragged out of sheds 

all over the country and we will see another increase in Club 
Permit numbers. 

I’ll be looking forward to increasing numbers by Christmas. 

Henry Rokx
#28636  DM #45

Nominations for positions on the National Committee 
for 2017 must be received by the National Secretary by 
November 30, 2016. Nominations should be addressed to 
the National Secretary and sent to:  

Ulysses Club Inc. National Administration Office,  
P.O. Box 3242 Narellan,  
New South Wales 2567

Please note that all nominations must be in writing and 
need to be signed by the Proposer, Seconder and Nominee, 
who must all be financial members of the Ulysses Club Inc.

The nomination form is on the website or available from the 
National Secretary.

Mark Seja 
National Secretary 
Ulysses Club Inc.

ULYSSES CLUB INC.
National Annual General Meeting 2017



RIDING ON 16

e | mcliaison@ulysses.org.au
m | 0428 246 175

AS Winter moves behind 
us and Spring approaches, 
many of us (particularly in 
the southern states) look 
forward enthusiastically to 
more riding opportunities. 
Quite often that yearning 
can prompt some thought 
as to what sort of bike 
we might like to consider 
for our next purchase. 
Today’s motorcycle market 
is full of all sorts of bikes 
ranging from street bikes, 
nakeds, sports bikes, 

café racers, tourers and cruisers, to sports tourers, adventure/
crossovers, off roaders, trikes, scooters, spyders… The list is 
almost endless and then there are the various models within 
each category range. This can all create some very difficult 
decision-making.

To help our members work through the numerous options 
available, Ulysses Club tries to assist in two important ways. 
One is by inviting and encouraging motorcycle manufacturers to 
attend and participate in our AGM Events and Moto Expos. The 
second is by providing objective, real-life experience test ride 
reports from members as published in our Riding On magazine 
and on-line.

For example, this edition of Riding On features test rides on 
the all new Kawasaki Vulcan S cruiser and Honda’s exciting 
Africa Twin adventure bike.  In both cases we had experienced 
members prepared to give up their time to conduct these 
tests for us and report on their experiences and observations. 
Reviewing the Kawasaki was  an accomplished `bike tester’ in 
Paul Cheetham #46164, and the Africa Twin was ridden by Peter 
Maguire #9832, an experienced adventure rider and respected 
tutor.

As a club, we have been fortunate over the last few years in 
gaining strong manufacturer support for our AGM Events and 
providing a large range of models for us to test ride and appraise 
as a future possible purchase. However, as I’m sure all members 
realise, motorcycle manufacturer participation at Ulysses Club 
AGM Events is a hugely expensive exercise for them. It is entirely 
reasonable that they expect a return on their investment and 
that they contribute suggestions to better improve the AGM 
Event experience. 

Accordingly, our AGM Event next year in Port Macquarie-
Wauchope will feature motorcycle exhibits and test rides 
conducted over four days – Tuesday through Friday. It will also 
include an “Open Day” when the public can visit our event, 
participate, and also take bikes on test rides. This change 
in our traditional modus operandi has been made in full 
consultation with AGM committees, NatCom and the motorcycle 
manufacturers, and provides a unique opportunity to further 
our community engagement, attract new members and expand 
manufacturer involvement.

Sponsorship is a vital element in the structure and operation 
of our Club. In addition to our long-term sponsor supporters 
including QBE Insurance, Supercheap Auto, and Shannon’s 
Insurance, along with Autosol and Maurice Blackburn Lawyers, 

who came on board with us last year and at Launceston AGM 
Event, it is very pleasing to announce that we have agreement in 
principle from a number of new sponsors. 

Heading the list is Polaris Industries – manufacturer/marketers 
of Indian and Victory motorcycles and Ranger ATV’s, who will 
be supporting the Annual Ulysses UCARF Raffle. We will also 
have a new key supporter for the MAOTY national winner’s 
prize with …… coming aboard with us. In a further exciting 
new development, we have secured a unique advertising/
sponsorship arrangement with Drive-Away Holidays. Drive-Away 
is an Australian based/owned hire company that provides hire 
cars, trucks, motorhomes and motorcycles internationally. Their 
market is ideally suited to the Ulysses Club demographic, making 
for a natural relationship.  Drive-Away holidays will provide 
members with benefits in two key ways….  

Firstly, special member discounts when booking via a dedicated 
phone line or on-line via a link from the Ulysses Club web-site, 
and secondly, by providing a percentage commission payment to 
Ulysses Club. 

Again this year, we will be able to reward all Early-Bird 
registrants for our AGM Event at Port Macquarie-Wauchope with 
a chance to win an outstanding motorcycle tour with World on 
Wheels Tours conducted by member Mike Ferris #25490 and 
wife Denise.

Further and other sponsorship negotiations are on-going.  
Naturally, sponsors of our Club expect our loyalty, so it goes 
without saying that we ask members to support all our 
advertisers and sponsors at every opportunity. Without our 
considerable support it is difficult to get them to maintain or 
extend their commercial agreements with us.

The Ulysses Club Motorcycle Apprentice of the Year Award 
continues to generate a high level of interest within our Training 
Institutions nationally and amongst eligible apprentices. Our 
Ex-Officio MAOTY Coordinator and National Adjudicator, Graham 
Moore #62762 advises that again this year interest is very high. 

Melbourne’s Troy Bayliss Moto Expo is on again this year, 25 – 27 
November at the Melbourne Show Grounds. As usual, we will 
receive a complimentary shell stand in exchange for a “contra” 
advertisement for the Expo in Riding On. 

Perry Stephens and Noel Wiltshire have both volunteered to 
assist as co-ordinators, (as they have in the past). Naturally, all 
surrounding branches will be invited to participate in what has 
proved to be a good membership recruiting ground for Ulysses 
Club members.

During the latter part of August through to late September, I 
will be visiting family in London. I am hoping that I will be able 
to join the International Ulysses Club European Gathering to be 
held in the Swiss Alps in early September. All being well, I shall 
ride with members of Ulysses Club Great Britain and Ulysses 
Club France to the event, returning with a ride through Germany 
and Netherlands and ferry back to UK.

Peter Baulch.  
#27672 
National Committee

industry liaison report
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international liaison report

Hello again fellow 
Ulysseans, 

It has been a busy few 
months for the International 
Ulysses clubs, with most of 
them now back enjoying 
rides as their summer 
gets into full swing. I have 
been very pleased with the 
responses to the request 
for ride reports and photos, 
some of which I have 
forwarded to Jen Woods 
to place on the National 

Website and to Gary Warner to include in the Riding On when 
he can. The quality of roads and the diversity of scenery that 
these people are privileged to ride just astounds me and 
makes me very envious! 

The regular monthly and sometimes weekly contact with most 
of the International Ulysses Clubs means I am constantly in a 
state of “I wish!”

We were able to enjoy several hours of very pleasant 
conversation with them before they continued their travels 
around Australia. I am looking forward to seeing them again in 
2017 at their AGM. They are being very helpful and welcoming 
regarding our impending visit.

Pleasingly, most International Ulysses clubs are enjoying a 
growth in numbers, with several, including Thailand going 
ahead leaps and bounds. The Vietnam Club is currently having 
a hiatus, but I am in touch with one of the previous members 
who is happy to share his rides and photos of Vietnam with 
us.  He will be riding the Ho Chi Minh Trail for 10 days in 
September. If you are interested in joining him, please let 
me know and I will forward your details to him. He has also 
extended an invitation to all Ulysseans travelling his way to 
give him a call to say hello.

The Zimbabwe club is pleased to be able to announce the 
dates for the Victoria Falls Indaba rally next year. 
The event will be held over the weekend 23rd, 24th, 25th 
of June 2017. If you are interested, they will endeavour to 
provide you with contact information for accommodation 
and bike hire from either Johannesburg or Lusaka. Further 
information will be on the Ulysses Club National Website. 

Several International Ulysses clubs have been very helpful 
when queries have been forwarded to them from Aussie 
Ulysseans regarding tour company concerns and Insurance 
difficulties. Just goes to show that Ulysseans are the same 
supportive people no matter what side of the world they are 
on!

SE Queensland Expos and Shows

The Motorcycle Drag day held at Willowbank on the 3rd of 
July was a success with quite a bit of information and joining 
forms handed out to prospective members – thank you Neil for 
arranging this stand. Same went for the Laverda Concourse in 
Cleveland on the 17th of July, at least 40 joining forms and a 

lot of interest was shown in the Ulysses Club. After a very cool 
and slow start to the day, the interest in our club meant we all 
went home exhausted!

By the time you receive this Riding On; the Superbikes 
scheduled for the 5th, 6th, 7th of August in Warwick will have 
been and gone.  With 30 exhibitors in the trade alley, this 
event is expected to be the biggest trade alley that is seen at 
a motorcycle race meeting outside of the MotoGP and World 
Superbikes. We are hoping to attract a lot of interest at our 
Ulysses stand and hope that if you don’t get there this year, 
you will in 2017. Ulysses club members are also volunteering 
at the entry and pit gates. 

The Ulysses Club Gatton branch is raising interest in the 
Ulysses Club by hosting a Ulysses stand at the lifestyle and 
leisure fair in Gatton on the 21st of August, call in to say hello. 
If you have an event in SE QLD that you think would be a 
good place to promote our great club, please let me know and 
I will be only too happy to assist where I can.

Always look on the Bright side of life

Allan Pratt  
#9186 DM #22 
International Liaison Officer

From left; Des Fergusson, Robyn Fergusson, Russell 
Wheeler, Keren Wheeler, Savaugn Pratt, Allan Pratt, 
Heather Galt, Jim Galt. (VP of the New Zealand Ulysses 
Club), and his wife; Heather,  in Toowoomba on the 
3rd of July.
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ANY unlikely doubts of whether our efforts are appreciated 
can be dispelled by the letter recently received from Professor 
Christina Mitchell at Monash University, thanking us for our 
continued support.

Indeed, the latest addition to our promotional material is 
an A4- sized flyer graphic designed, printed and donated 
by Monash University as an appreciation of our continuing 
research sponsorship. The flyer features Professor Eric Morand 
and Ulysses Club-sponsored researcher Dr Sarah Jones, and 
gives details of both UCARF and the University’s involvement 
in rheumatoid arthritis research. I wish to thank Katherine 
Greenberg, communication manager at the School of Clinical 
Sciences, and Henri Rokx of NatCom for their valuable 
assistance.

We continue sourcing and accumulating valuable promotional 
material for UCARF. The club has two professional UCARF 
specific fold-up banners at its disposal for display at 
exhibitions, meetings and raffle point sales, etc. These were 
kindly produced and donated by PC Signage Group, courtesy of 
the managing director, Ulysses Club member Peter Kurczewski.

A date to remember

Members are reminded of the “Two Wheels to Wellington” 
event on Sunday 30th October 2016. This event is a segment 
of the Motorcycle Awareness Week NSW and features a Show 
and Shine, bike displays and various stalls including food 
and drink and a coffee van. A full-page flyer on the event is 
available for your information in the last Winter edition of RO 
on page 81. Local Wellington members, Peter Ogden, Phil 
Melhuish and John Jannis are the long standing organisers and 
all proceeds go to UCARF. 

We have received a Philanthropic Research Support Application 
from the University of Sydney. Basically this is a request 
for continued funding in the form of a support grant from 
the Ulysses Club, and the nominated amount is $50,000 
per annum, preferably for two years, totalling $100,000. A 
Philanthropic Support grant provides job security for young 
researchers to enable momentum on research projects. We are 
also awaiting communications from Professor Chris Jackson 
of Sutton Laboratories, Institute of Bone and Joint Research, 
regarding possible new sponsorships due to a recruitment 
process.

Doubling the support

On July 26 as UCARF Coordinator, I attended the Eastern Creek 
Branch social meeting to formally receive a $1000 donation. 
Eastern Creek is a small branch in the western suburbs of 
Sydney, near Blacktown. The branch has recently adopted 
a unique approach to supporting UCARF by automatically 
forwarding a $1000 donation when their bank balance reaches 
$3000. A check of the balance on the night indicated that they 
could double the donation and I walked away with a cheque 
for $2000. How good is that for a small, but very keen, branch 
that supports the club’s preferred charitable cause?  

Organising is underway for the biennial national UCARF raffle. 
Negotiations are taking place for an impressive deal regarding 

a first prize motorcycle and other prizes and sponsorship. It 
is expected that the 
raffle will be available 
mid spring.  

As the UCARF 
coordinator I have 
received an invitation 
to the Northern 
Gateway Branch 
Halloween Trivia 
Night. This is a 
UCARF fundraiser 
and is scheduled for 
Saturday 29th October 
2016. Although a long way from Warrimoo in NSW and a very 
busy time of the year for me, I would not like to miss what 
promises to be a great evening, thus I hope to organise myself 
to attend. Branches attending include Brisbane, Redcliffe, 
Redlands, Mount Lindesay and Glasshouse Mountains.  

Birthday celebration a gift for UCARF.

Port Macquarie Mid North Coast Branch was asked to provide 
a trike for Val, a lady in Taree who was celebrating her 86th 
birthday on ANZAC Day. 

Bob Pratt (#33892) volunteered and took Val out through 
Tinonee, then Wingham, back into Taree, past the Manning 
Gardens Retirement Village (where she lives) and then back to 
her family in Elizabeth Park. She had a ball and the family were 
very appreciative and gave a $100.00 donation to UCARF.

The following donations have been gratefully received since the 
last publication of Riding On and are in no particular order – 

Mildura Branch $1,000.00, North West Coast Branch $500.00, 
Albury-Wodonga Branch $1,000.00, Newcastle Lower Hunter 
Branch $1,000.00, Sydney Mid-Week Riders Group $230.00, 
Hills Branch $50.00, Eurobodalla Branch $59.30 (Branch 
closure), David Scott $250.00, Sydney Branch $1,000.00, 
Central Victoria Branch $1,000.00, Mandurah-Murray Branch 
$300.00, Eastern Creek Branch $2,000.00.

The Albury-Wodonga Branch donation was due to their 
involvement in the Border Bike Fest event that occurred 
in October 2015, and included a charity ride on Saturday 
24th, followed by the main event on Sunday 25th. This most 
successful annual event has seen support for 24 charity groups 
and raised $90,000.00 over eight years. The Hills Branch 
donation was due to their AGM Thursday evening BBQ at 
Launceston. The Central Victoria Branch donation was derived 
from the branch annual Golden Dragon Rally. This year is 
the 19th rally and will be held at the Tarnagulla Recreational 
Reserve on 30th September – 2nd October 2016. 

Thanks very much branches and members for your generosity 
and continuing support.

Kim Kennerson,
UCARF Coordinator, 
#6929 LM14
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Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences

Ulysses Club Arthritis  Research Fund (UCARF)

The Ulysses Club has been a long-time supporter of research into Rheumatoid Arthritis. Since 1997 when Club founding member the late Stephen Dearnley OAM lost his wife to rheumatoid arthritis, arthritis research was adopted as  the Ulysses Club’s preferred charity.
Eventually the Club created the Ulysses Club Arthritis Research Fund (UCARF) where all money raised is donated directly into research institutions including the Monash University’s School of Clinical Sciences at Monash Health. Our funding directly 

supports a research scientist investigating rheumatoid 
arthritis. 

Thanks to the very generous support of the Ulysses Club 
Arthritis Research Fund, Monash University scientists have 
made exciting progress into a possible new treatment for 
rheumatoid arthritis. 
Scientist Dr Sarah Jones and her team have been working 
to find and develop a therapy that can replace steroids.“Although steroids can control the inflammation involved in 
this disease, they cause their own harmful side effects that 
significantly add to the burden of the disease for patients 

CRICOS Provider: Monash University 00008C. MMS394300

with rheumatoid arthritis and other rheumatic autoimmune diseases,” said Dr Jones. 
“We have been working on a previously little-understood molecule, called GILZ, which seems to be able to replicate the anti-inflammatory effects of steroids but without causing the same damaging side effects.”GILZ therefore looks like a promising new therapeutic target that can spare patients from the 

substantial negative effects of chronic steroid treatment.

Read more about rheumatoid arthritis research at 
Monash University here: www.med.monash.edu.au/
scs/medicine/cid/lupus-arthritis/
To donate to the Ulysses Club Arthritis Research  
Fund, contact the National Administration Office on 
1300 134 123 or via email at administration@ulysses.
org.au Alternatively donations can be made via your 
local Ulysses Club branch.
www.ulyssesclub.org

a ticket to ride in style!
2016 sees the return of the biennial National UCARF 
Raffle.

News just to hand as we go to press is that we have 
secured a fabulous prize of an Indian Scout motorcycle 
valued at $19,990! 

Thanks to the generous support of Polaris Industries, one 
lucky rider will win this 1133cc V-twin that evokes all the 
classic Indian spirit.

It is anticipated that raffle tickets will be ready for sale 
late September to early October and will be distributed to 
branches. Individual and additional tickets will be available 
from the UCARF Coordinator. Watch out for more details in 
the next edition of Riding On!
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AS you read this, Liz Tester #52236 is nearing the end of her 
ride around Australia raising funds for UCARF.and the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service.

Followed by husband John Biddelle in their support van, Liz 
departed from their home at Capel, 212 kms south of Perth, 
on her 650cc Yamaha V-Star on Sunday July 31. 

Liz was only two days into her ride when she was reminded 
why she is a Ulyssean.

She arrived at Dongara, 60kms south of Geraldton, to be met 
and escorted to Geraldton by me and Ulyssean Barry (“just 
Barry will do thanks” – he’s shy).

We helped them shake sealed collection cans in Geraldton’s 
main street, which was a bit quiet, so we asked if we could 
collect outside the local Supa IGA – they insisted we park Liz’s 
bike and trailer right in the main entrance! 

Those cans were soon a lot heavier, so we led Liz and John 
to Northampton Caravan Park, where we left them to have a 
good sleep before continuing northward.

Next morning, however, the Yamaha’s battery decided it was 
time to die.

Barry immediately headed to Northampton with a new battery, 
enabling Liz to resume her journey. However, they had a six-
day break at Katherine in the NT, waiting for a new stator for 
the Yamaha.

Challenges are nothing new to Liz, who between the ages of 
14 and 30 suffered from epilepsy, until brain surgery in 1997 
allowed her to finally get a drivers licence at age 32.

Which made it ironic that she met future husband John in 
2007 when she knocked him off his motorbike! An un-romantic 
introduction that cost her two demerit points.

Taking nothing from the donations and footing all expenses 
for the trip themselves, Liz and John hope to complete the 
journey in early October.

Liz Tester can be contacted on 0407 474 546 or e-mail; 
liztester67@gmail.com 
 
Gary Warner #65262

Shake it baby; Liz and John set up to collect 
donations in Geraldton’s main street.

Liz’s own odyssey
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Letters to the editor

Dear Editor,
Congratulations to our new editor on a great issue.  But the 
cover started curling up after a couple of days.  Hahaha! 
I like the total look of the latest issue of Riding On.  

I enjoyed reading your Editorial and seeing your photo, which 
make “getting to know you” easier.  (Incidentally, your face 
seems familiar.)  It was good to see more photos sitting 
straight on the page, with only a few on an angle.  I also like 
the Letters to the Editor being close to the front.  And a great 
front cover!

All in all, an issue that invited me to read as soon as I opened 
it. Thanks again, Gary.  I’m glad you got the job!

Warm wishes.

Dot Camerer # 23934 
Editor (for 16 years), of The Ithaca Times, newsletter 
of Perth Branch.

Gary,

What a delight to have you on board as the Editor of Riding 
On. I didn’t get past Editor’s Desktop before I chose to pen you 
a note. Refreshing to have someone call it as they see it. No 
“i” in Ulyssean (a bit like no “i” in team) and carrying the same 
relevance. 

A nice up front and clear set of guidelines of what you want 
and how you will call it. I look forward to your professional 
and educated influence on the publication, without casting any 
aspersions on your predecessors.

Tony Ryder 
20737

Dear Editor;

Congrats on your appointment, I hope it all works out very 
well for you.

I thought I’d send in my view on Alyn Vincent’s article `The 
Returning Rider’ in the last Riding On, in view of the many 
motorcycle deaths we have had in Victoria up to June this 
year. 

It has more than doubled the 12-monthly tally for all of last 
year so far. (Ed; 16 fatalities for all of 2015, 33 to the end 
of June 2016.)

I must agree with Alyn and admit that I include myself in 
his findings.

A little over a year ago, I bought a 650 Honda Deauville 
with the idea of joining Ulysses Club. Six months later, I 
came across a 2003 Kawasaki Vulcan 1500 Nomad. I just 
had to have it so I bought that one too, disregarding the 
fact that I knew I had not yet mastered the Honda.

Not only that, but I soon found out just how different both 
bikes were to handle. I could not believe how much of the 
skills I once took for granted (40 years ago) were no longer 
there. Needless to say, you would not believe how much 
my confidence was shaken.

As Alyn said in his article, there was not much I had to do 
to get my L plates and then P plates, and if I was still alive 
and upright, and had not killed anyone in the 12 months, a 
full motorcycle licence would follow.

Mostly through pain, suffering and of course 
embarrassment, I was to learn much that also reduced my 
medical bills!

Phillip Hennessy  
#64972, Wodonga.

Dear Riding On,

 A rider for over 55 years, I joined Ulysses because it was a respectable group that stood out amongst the fools and hoons, but 
in two recent incidents I have hidden my Ulysses ID.

1 At a small petrol station in Geelong, the four pumps were occupied by four motorcycles. I waited in the queue for them to 
finish but on leaving the office they had a group meeting in the centre of the pumps. Tooting car horns met with appropriate 
finger signals till they finally left in a blast of noise, all with Ulysses on their jackets. I was so embarrassed, I left so that I would 
not be associated to them.

2 Coffee with my family in the family environment of Geelong waterfront precinct, a motorcycle parked illegally on the footpath 
was started with a big rev of the un-muffled Harley. It startled everyone and set one of the little kids crying. Rider and pillion, 
with big revs and racket, blasted off down the road with his Ulysses jacket showing off proudly. Once again I kept quiet about 
my membership and agreed with the crowd that sadly this is how motorcycle riders are expected to behave.

This is not how I see Ulysseans should behave but unfortunately this seems how they increasingly see themselves.

Very disappointed, 
Terry Edgerton #51367
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Letters to the editor

APOLOGY: This letter from Mike Meyman #6451, 
Retired Director of the 2016 AGM Event in 
Launceston, was to have run in our winter edition. 
We don’t know where it got lost but we know it did 
get lost. We recognise the seriousness of the issue, 
Mike. Sorry.

Hi all.

Thanks to all the Members and guests who made the trip 
to our island State of Tasmania for the 2016 AGM Event in 
Launceston. 

On behalf of our entire Organising Committee I hope 
you enjoyed your trip here (from reports we have heard 
back since, the vast majority did). Many spent some time 
before, after, or both, to explore our island home. Time 
well spent, and we welcome you back anytime for another 
visit.

One thing I must comment on, though, is the total 
disrespect some members showed towards some of our 
volunteers. For those who don’t know, these Events 
are very complex, take a long time to organise and 
are a huge, huge drain on the organising crew and the 
volunteers on site, before and during the Event. 

It was brought to my attention during the Event that 
some of our Committee Members and Volunteers were 
verbally abused, quite strongly, by a small number of 
members, just because things weren’t going their way. 

We apologise that everything was not red carpet and rose 
petals everywhere for those who may be used to those 
luxuries, and we may not have had a perfect site, but 
we had to make do with what we had. So there was no 
need at all to take it out on our volunteers, it is just not 
acceptable. 

We are all members of this one Ulysses Club and our 
volunteers are doing their best, for no payment, so 
everyone can enjoy your holiday. 

It was also noted these particular members refused to do 
a volunteer shift when challenged.

In closing, I thank again, all Committee Members 
and Volunteers (approximately 480) for your untiring 
dedication and hard work in putting together and running 
the 2016 AGM Event. You are all heroes and we couldn’t 
do it without you.

Mike Meyman  
#6451

Retired Director 
2016 AGM Event 
Launceston

Dear Editor

A letter from Chloe

I am writing to say a very big thank you to all the Ulysseans at 
the AGM Event in Launceston who supported my little charity “I 
ride With Chloe to Fight Dementia”. 

I had a wonderful time at my sixth AGM with daddy and it was 
great to catch up with all my friends over the week. In total, 
daddy and I spent four weeks in Tasmania as part of our eight 
weeks road trip this year, covering a distance of nearly 14,500 
kilometres. I have now been to every capital city in Australia.

By the time we got home I had raised $875.00. This was a 
really good start for my charity and I am planning lots of biker 
activities to raise more money to help people who suffer from 
dementia and Alzheimer’s like my mummy did. I think Old 
Number 1 would be quite proud of me.

Daddy and I look forward to catching up with you all in Port 
Macquarie and Wauchope. If you would like to read about my 
Tasmanian Adventure you can find it on my little blog www.
iridewithchloe.com

Lots of licks

Chloe

Sent on Chloe’s behalf by Ken (Papa Smurf) Eaton 
#51189

Editor’s note:  
If you have not met Chloe the travelling Maltese poodle, we will 
have her life story in the next edition of Riding On.
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EXISTING MEMBER PROFILE |  Bill Vann

#2 is still riding on 
THOSE who have read Stephen Dearnley’s “Ulysses Story”, 
first published in 2000, will have a very good idea of the Club’s 
humble beginnings and its early history. 

In case you haven’t read it; On the 6th December 1983 five 
sheepish men, mostly from the Moto Guzzi Club, gathered at 
the Elizabeth Hotel in Sydney to see if a club for mature aged 
motorcycle riders would get off the ground. At the same venue 
two months later, the burgeoning club held its first AGM where 
Stephen was elected the newborn Ulysses Club’s first president 
and Jack Lewin the first secretary. It makes perfect sense that 
the first three committee members would eventually hold the 
first three membership numbers. Of course, there was one 
other on that first NatCom (as we call it today). Our very first 
treasurer was an unassuming Dutch gentleman by the name 
of Bill Vann, (nicknamed, obviously, The Flying Dutchman) he 
became member #2.

During a trip to the United States, Stephen Dearnley had heard 
of a club for older motorcyclists called the ‘Retreads’. When he 
was back home he asked Bill and his other Guzzi Club mates, 
if they thought something like the Retreads would catch on 
here. History shows that it did, and back in 2010, the Club 
had grown to just shy of 30,000 members. The Club logo was 
initially drawn on the back of a hotel coaster by none other 
than Peter ‘Bear’ Thoeming. The original Club newsletter was 
called ‘Grey Peril’, and that went on to become Riding On.

A serious petrol head 
We lost the legendary Old #1 back in 2012 and #3 Jack Lewin 
not that long before him. Bill Vann #2 is our last surviving 
founding member and at 86 he shows no sign of slowing 

down. He still rides, either on a Suzuki VStrom 650 or a 
Motto Guzzi Falcone 500 single. His other interests include 
sailing, motorhoming/travelling, landcare (he loves his ride-
on lawnmower) rallying and photography. Thanks to that last 
interest, we have good early photos of the then new Ulysses 
Club on outings. Bill prefers the simplest form of rallying, happy 
with just a tent and some cooking gear, he loves the outdoors 
and especially dirt roads.

Arriving in Australia in 1950 as a Dutch merchant sailor, he 
first settled in Perth and was informed that he’d have to join 
a Union to work anywhere, especially if he wanted to work on 
Australian ships. He often worked to 2 or 3am and, as there 
was no public transport at that time of the morning, the 22 
year old bought his first motorised two wheeler - a 150cc 1948 
Velocette LE (it stood for Little Engine!) 

Since then he has owned four Harleys, four BSAs, six Bee 
Emms and three Moto Guzzis. Add to this a Porsche 356 which 
he managed to write off without killing himself. Then there was 
the attempt to buy a Mercedes Benz `gullwing’ 300SL coupe 
that the bank refused to lend him the money for?? Seriously! 
What would that be worth these days? (One sold in the USA 
in 2013  for $2,035,000 – Ed)  As you might have realised by 
now, this all puts Bill into the serious ‘petrol head’ category.

Unexpected growth 
I asked Bill if there was anything he or the other founders 
believed got overlooked at that first meeting? 

He jokingly says “they should have capped the membership 
at 100” but further adds, more seriously; “Stephen and I were 
both members of the Guzzi Club, which had 40 odd members. 
I didn’t like it when the Ulysses numbers grew beyond 200. 
It became too impersonal, lacked the closeness of a smaller 
Club”.
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Existing MEMBER Profile

That first meeting had low attendance, only five, so I asked if 
that put the idea of starting the club in jeopardy?  
“No, that didn’t bother us at all, we agreed to simply push 
ahead.” was Bill’s reply.

I also asked if it was ever envisaged that the Club would grow 
to the size it has?

“No, never, I was shocked. I’m no public speaker, a bit shy in 
crowds. I eventually left, but then I missed it so much I came 
back.” 
 
Branch president, Gary Goddard, (as are the whole Branch) 
is more than a little pleased that one of our great Club’s 
founders chooses to be a part of their Branch.

A man of many yarns 
Bill has some great stories, such as that Velocette LE having 
such a monstrous amount of power that it refused to go 
up Greenmount Hill near Perth. Greenmount is a fairly flat 
modern suburb, but Greenmount Hill is a long climb up the 
Darling Escarpment, it was too much for the little bike. 

Up a step and his second bike was a BSA Gold Flash, followed 
by a brand new R69 BMW. He had the BMW for a mere 14 
days before it carried him on a cross-country adventure from 
Sydney to Perth in just five days, and this at a time when the 
Nullarbor was 95 percent dirt. At the time, this dirt started 
just the other side of Dubbo, then a little bit of bitumen near 
Broken Hill, plus some more tar near Port Augusta etc. then 
dirt once again to Iron Knob.

“That gravel was like marbles” Bill said, “I was actually 
thinking about turning back at that stage, but realised I was 
nearly halfway across. 
“There were no service stations past Ceduna, so, if you saw 
an inhabited place you called in to see if you could buy fuel 
out of a drum from the farmer.” He laughs when recalling a 
problem he encountered, at Cocklebiddie “I did a battery on 
that trip, so when it got dark I had to stop and use a match 
to check the guide posts for mileage covered from and to the 
next town. I was heading to Balladonia at that stage”.

At Balladonia sheep station, Bill was told he could sleep there, 
all he had to do was pick one of the many farmhand rooms 
off the old homestead verandah. Trouble was that the room 
he chose was already occupied, by a young lady who started 
to scream, thinking that she was about to be accosted. Our 
apologetic hero made a hasty exit and located a more vacant 
room.

When he got to Perth, he tried to get a new battery. Shortly 
before Bill’s arrival, his dad had found a wallet with a 
paycheque inside along with contact details of the owner. 
Seems this chap worked for “the Prince of Darkness” aka 
Lucas automotive electrics. So, when Bill lobbed home with a 
dud battery, his dad contacted this guy, and the grateful Lucas 
man manufactured a new battery for Bill’s Beemer.

A card of connection 
At that time, Bill worked as a steward aboard a Sydney-based 
ship. On one occasion he left his bike in Perth, and returned 
to Sydney by train (back then this required changing trains 
five times). He boarded his ship in Sydney and sailed back to 
Perth, where he had the Beemer loaded onto the ship, then it 
sailed back to Sydney. Unfortunately the wharfies were having 
one of their strikes, but the resourceful Vann flashed his union 
ticket to the right wharfie and they lifted his bike off the ship.

Tom Byrne motorcycles in Sydney would look after his 
bike whenever Bill was away on a voyage. Generous you 
may think, however, quite often they used his bike as a 
demonstrator. After one away trip, he went to get his bike and 
learned that it had been pranged while out on demo, not that 
Bill noticed as it was all repaired by the time he saw it. He 
never did find out how bad the bike had been damaged, and 
as it showed no problems after its misadventure, he chose not 
to pry.

As I previously noted, I bought a first edition of Stephen’s 
book, The Ulysses Story. I subsequently spent a lot of AGMs 
getting signatures to go along with the various names 
mentioned in the book. Unfortunately, some members passed 
away before I had the chance to gain their signatures, Jack 
Lewin being one. While I had met Stephen and Jack at the 
Wagga Wagga AGM, I missed meeting Bill as he had just let 
his membership lapse the year before. I did get the autograph 
of Stephen at the Geelong AGM but once again just missed 
the returned Bill Vann’s autograph. It wasn’t until 2011 
at a Manning Valley coffee morning that I finally snagged 
the‘Flying Dutchman’s signature in my book.

Perhaps like myself, the Ulysses Club represents a significant 
and important part of your life. Imagine then, if all those 
years ago, those five founding originals decided it was all a 
fizzer and that the Ulysses Club was a still birth.

Thank Bill if you meet him, won’t you.

May Your Lid Never Skid.  
 
Ian Parks  
#11735

These days, Bill and wife Rita are stalwart active 
Manning Valley members. 
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MEMBER PROFILE  |   Jim Ferrie 

MACEDON Range’s own Jim Ferrie, Ulysses member #57, turned 90 in 
July. 

Where does one begin to write a suitable and fitting tribute to this man? 
Jim is first and foremost a “gentleman” and a motorcyclist. 

His history in the Ulysses Club goes right back to his beginning in the 
Club with the formation of the Melbourne Branch. Since those early 
days Jim has been a staunch and loyal supporter of the Club. With the 
formation of the Macedon Ranges Group, he has become an “Elder 
Statesman” in the true sense of the words. His quiet manner and polite 
respect for all gives him a wisdom befitting his advanced years. 

His lack of fitness to ride, in recent years, has robbed him of his passion 
and, even today, he regrets not having his licence. Jim loved his 
motorcycle as a true enthusiast, and even in his 80s he rode to rallies 
all over Victoria. Jim rode with the Wednesday group until the age of 84 
and his enthusiasm for motorcycles is a bench mark to look up to. 

He is a very clever innovator and, in his tiny workshop, he could 
manufacture almost anything on the lathe for a Club member in trouble 
with a broken part. When asked “how much?” Jim would just smile and 
say “That’s OK. I’ll see you next time.” His interests in scientific matters 
are largely unknown to all but his closest friends and family, but Jim 
loves to know about the latest scientific discoveries. He buys Science 
magazines and makes a study of all that is new. This man is a legend, 
and his like does not come along very often. Well done Jim for reaching 
four score and ten years on this planet. 
 
It is with sadness we advise of Jim’s passing on 26th August 2016

Ron Weste #3181 

90 up for Gentleman Jim
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New Member Profile - Jack Lewin Welcome

ARE YOU A NEW OR 
 EXISTING MEMBER? WE  

WOULD LOVE TO HEAR ABOUT 
YOU! PLEASE EMAIL  

RIDINGON@ULYSSES.ORG.AU  
TO ENQUIRE ABOUT  

SUBMITTING YOUR OWN 
MOTORCYCLING STORY!

BY any measure, this is a significant edition of the Jack Lewin 
Welcome, which of course is named after Jack Lewin #03, 
inaugural secretary of Ulysses Club Inc. 

This welcome is extended to Megan Lewin, Jack’s daughter, 
who was in no rush and only recently obtained her Learner’s 
Permit. She has plenty of time to decide what her first 
motorcycle will be.

As if this story needed more connections, the photograph of 
Megan was taken by Anna Wiseman, the daughter of Peter 
Reynolds who succeeded Jack Lewin as secretary of the 
Ulysses Club, and Peter taught Megan to drive a car! 

Megan’s membership number fittingly includes the number of 
her late father.

Megan Lewin, No. 66603

ARE YOU A NEW OR RETURNING MOTORCYCLIST?
New

WHO OR WHAT HELPED YOU DECIDE TO JOIN THE 
CLUB?
I intended to join the Ulysses Club four years ago after attending 
the Mildura AGM as a guest of my cousins, Bill and Shona 
McCumpstie.  The year before Dad (No. 3) had passed away 
and I was completely overwhelmed by the cards and emails 
from Ulysses Branches and Members from all over Australia and 
overseas.   When I was at the AGM I met so many people 
with stories to tell.  Some stories were really funny and many 
Members told me how joining the Ulysses Club had been a 

really   positive influence in their lives.  I felt very proud of 
my Dad and the work he did as the first Secretary of the Club, 
and thought that it was important to maintain a link between 
our family and the Ulysses Club.  I promised then to become a 
Member. It has taken four years (and I do apologise for that), 
but I am very, very happy to be a Member of the Ulysses Club.

WHAT ARE YOU MOST LOOKING FORWARD TO AS A 
ULYSSES CLUB MEMBER?
The feeling of freedom when riding a bike, adventures, 
friendship, and lots of great conversations.

WHAT IS YOUR MOST MEMORABLE RIDE 
EXPERIENCE?
My first memorable ride, (I plan to have many now that I am a 
member) was on my cousin’s farm “Ettamogah”, at Herimidale, 
west of Nyngan, NSW.  I was ten or 11 years old and my cousin 
Robert and I were mustering sheep, hurtling through the scrub 
on a Honda 250, It was fantastic.  Boosey the Kelpie X and I did 
a lot of running that day too!

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE ROAD OR RIDE 
DESTINATION?
It will be whatever road I am on at the time.

WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT MOTORCYCLE?
Hmm decisions, decisions…. 

WHAT IS YOUR AGE?
51

Megan Lewin, No. 66603
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$7490 - 19 Days
$6890 - 20 Days
$3990 - 16 Days

$8590 - 20 Days 
$8990 - 20 Days     
$8390 - 20 Days
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Willing and able, 
very able
TAMWORTH Branch of Ulysses was asked to participate 
on July 9 in the Festival of Abilities, which was held at 
the Tamworth Sports Dome. 

We’d had a couple of weeks of rainy cold weather, but 
the skies cleared up for the day and gave us a nice dry 
day and some warm sunshine.

Eleven members brought their bikes including two 
Spyders, a Goldwing with sidecar, and a mixture of six 
assorted two wheelers. 

We took the children and adults with disabilities for rides 
around the local area, with our volunteers and the local 
fire brigade helping us get all pillions safely on and off 
our bikes.  

No sooner would we pull back in to the starting point 
and there were more beautiful, happy people lined up for 
their turn to have a ride.  Their smiles and laughter were 
very rewarding, many told us they could tick it off their 
bucket list now!  

We noticed that quite a few thought it would be a good 
idea to test the pillion seat on several bikes, and we 
happily rode off with their cheers and laughter.  
Several wheelchair-bound pillions were lifted on and off 
the bikes which have back supports, and the children 
under eight were put in the sidecar of the Goldwing.  
Nobody missed out on the day, we managed to cater to 
everyone, and we’ve been asked to come back next year, 
which of course we readily agreed to.

If anybody gets the chance to attend days like this, we’d 
encourage you to participate as it’s one of most reward-
ing things we’ve done.

We had as much fun as everyone else there, and the 
smiles, happiness and appreciation shown towards us is 
very memorable.  

Thank you to the guys and gals of our Branch who made 
the day so great.

Trena Bennett #54113
Tamworth Branch Secretary
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POSITIONS VACANT 
The Ulysses Club National Road Safety Committee has now 
been in existence for over six years and comprises seven en-
thusiastic representatives from each of the States. We meet 
three times a year (one meeting is the Road Safety Forum 
at the AGM Event)  and have already implemented some 
progressive initiatives to enhance the safety of our fellow 
Ulysses Club members.

We are seeking two state representatives to join the team – 
a member from Queensland and one from Victoria.  
If you believe you have something to offer this Committee, 
have a background in motorcycle safety and awareness 
issues and are a resident of those states (Queensland and 
Victoria), then we would love to hear from you. 

When attending meetings, all reasonable expenses will be 
reimbursed by the National Treasurer and meetings are 
usually held in Canberra on a Saturday and go for the whole 
day.

Applications including a short CV on your relevant experience 
can be emailed to the National Road Safety Committee Chair 
Jen Woods, via jenwoods@internode.on.net  to be received 
no later than 10 October 2016.

Jen Woods #21395
Chair, Road Safety Committee. 

Melbourne 
Odyssey at Nagambie
7- 9 October, 2016
Melbourne Branch will hold its 18th annual Odyssey at Nag-
ambie Lakes Leisure Park, beautifully located between the 
Goulburn River and Lake Nagambie.  
 Nearby attractions include a variety of wineries, museums 
and merchants plus a good variety of roads for weekend 
rides. 

Accommodation includes a variety of cabins which sleep from 
two to eight people, a 12-person bunkhouse with two rooms 
of six bunks each, plus powered large campsites on which 
several tents could be set up to enhance camaraderie.

Registration fee of $55 per person includes a badge (for the 
first 60), and Saturday night dinner with live entertainment 
at the on-site function centre.

We will also have a casual BYO BBQ on the Friday night and 
an organised ride on the Saturday starting at 10.00 am.  
Please have your tanks full!

Registration forms and details are available at 
www.ulyssesmelb.com  
Please use “Contact Us” link to “Website Editor – John Cook” 
on the website to let us know of your intention to attend, or 
contact John Cook, (03) 97285769 or 0419 599 530 or via 
kriscook@bigpond.net.au for any further information.

Cheques payable to “Ulysses Club Inc. Melbourne Branch” 
should be sent to John Cook at 5 Banksia Street, Montrose, 
Vic, 3765 with your Registration Form  
Direct Deposit (preferred) for registration:
BSB 033 371 Acc 231845 with reference Odyssey (& your 
name) Account name: “Ulysses Club Inc Melbourne Branch”
To book accommodation, please contact the Nagambie Lakes 
Leisure Park direct and mention your Ulysses connection 
when booking.

Nagambie Lakes Leisure Park,
69 Loddings Lane, Nagambie 3608 or 
PO Box 90, Nagambie Vic 3608.
Tel: (03) 5794 2373 / 1800 155 919 during office hours.

Email: info@nagambielakespark.com.au
Web: www.nagambielakespark.com.au

At the Ulysses Club AGM Event in March, the prestigious Good Spirit Award 
was presented to the Brisbane Branch. It recognised the branch’s outstanding 
services to Ulysses members, in keeping with the spirit of friendship and 
assistance to others, in memory of Club founder Stephen Dearnley.

Branch members who all those years ago provided this spirit have moved or 
ridden on, but that spirit and friendship remains entrenched with the Branch 
today.

Gratefully accepting the award on behalf of past and present branch members, 
Brisbane Branch president, Brian (Bruno) Cavendish said the current 
committee members are dedicated to keeping alive the spirit of friendship that 
has become a hallmark of Ulysses Club.
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Melbourne Branch Christmas Party
Saturday 10th December 2016
Where:   East Malvern RSL, Stanley Grose Drive, East Malvern (Melway 60 A12)
Time:     From 7pm
Cost:      $40.00 per head, includes dinner & live entertainment
              Drinks available at bar prices

YOU are invited to join us for our Christmas celebration at a new venue this year, the East Malvern RSL.  

Come along and enjoy the camaraderie of your fellow Ulysseans, bring your dancing shoes and get those feet moving to 
the live music.  Oh, and of course don’t forget the treat of a great Christmas dinner.  See our website www.ulyssesmelb.
com  for more information.  We will hold a raffle and there will be prizes to be won!  

Please email Brian Quintal at bquintal@tpg.com.au  to register your attendance and make a direct deposit to Westpac BSB 
033 371 Account No. 231845   Account Name: Ulysses Club Inc Melbourne Branch, (please use “Xmas” and “your name” 
as the reference).  

Alternatively, cheques can be made payable to “Ulysses Club Inc Melbourne Branch” and posted to Brian Quintal at 18 
Horsmunden Road, Moorabbin, 3189 with your name and phone number.  
Closing date for bookings is 7th December 2016.  

Return of the Tallangatta 
Rally 3 – 5 March, 2017
Location: Tallangatta Show Ground and Golf Club, Victoria
Albury Wodonga Branch is running the Tallangatta Rally in 2017, after 
missing 2016 due to a clash with the Launceston AGM.
So the Rally is BACK!! Make a weekend of it, catch up with some not-so 
young mates over a soy caramel latte or chai tea, and ride some of the 
best roads in the country. 

Free camping is available at the venue - unpowered sites, toilets and 
hot showers, or alternative accommodation is available in town. On 
site catering is available for breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, with an 
evening meal Saturday at the Tallangatta Golf Club, which will also be 
operating a full bar service at Club prices on Friday and Saturday. Com-
plimentary tea and coffee will be available at the Club house. 

Saturday morning there will be a Show ‘n’ Shine held in the main street 
of Tallangatta, followed by a couple of rides that showcase our amazing 
countryside. 

Saturday night’s entertainment will once again be provided by the fab-
ulous “Overtime Duo”, so dust off your vocal cords and dancing shoes, 
and get ready to enjoy the fantastic music. There will also be raffles and 
a lucky door prize drawn during the dinner on Saturday night. 

Details & registration form is available on the Albury Wodonga Branch 
web site. Prepaid registrations close 17 February, 2017.

Contact Heather Knowles 0429 962 419 or Bill Allott 0417 652 
974

Aces high for the 
Shorts
WE visited the famous Ace Cafe, London, 
last year whilst overseas and we were de-
lighted to meet some of the Ulysses Great 
Britain Group.

They were holding their AGM and some 
decided to ride to the Ace Cafe for a late 
breakfast.

It was lovely to spend a couple of hours 
talking with them – talking, of course, 
about all things bike!

Cheers
Bryan Short #6607 and Fran Short 
#32753.
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Roads to dream of
SANDGROPERS, these photographs might 
make you jealous. 

If they are any indication, it appears that our 
fellow Ulysseans in the Melbourne Branch are 
blessed with some wonderful riding roads. 
Of course, I am one of those Sandgropers 
on the coast of Western Australia, where we 
dream of winding roads like that delightful 
hairpin in the upper photograph.  

These Melbournians have a healthy variety of 
bikes taking part in their regular rides, and 
some great scenery to make their destinations 
almost as good as the journey.
Speaking of the journey, take a close look 
at the lower photo, and the rider leading a 
group through a left-hander. 

Well okay, he might actually be following 
someone else for all we know, but it still 
makes a good shot of Ron Blomley. Melbourne 
Branch’s 83 year old Dearnley Medallist, Ron 
is still an active and enthusiastic Ulyssean. 

Ron, long may you run.
Gary Warner 65262

Twenty-one years of 
Wednesdays 
TO people of a certain generation (ours), your twen-
ty-first birthday was when you were all grown up, it was 
a big event.There will be a big event in South Australia 
on Wednesday 16 November, when the Adelaide Ulysses 
branch celebrates 21 years of Wednesday rides.

As was done last year for the twentieth anniversary, the 
inaugural and current day ride leader Mick Sandley # 
4318)], will recreate the original ride from Adelaide through 
to Meadows and on to Strathalbyn for lunch.

The rides began when Mick used to go for a ride on his own 
on Wednesdays after he retired.  There would be a ring 
around for company and a few members joined his ride. 
This merged into a regular monthly ride of 12 or more 
members and became so popular that it became a weekly 
event.  Several of the original members including Neville 
Gray, Alvin Whittle and Sandy Shaw remain today and con-
tinue to follow their passion for motorcycle riding.

Adelaide Ulysses riders have also incorporated a number of 
midweek rides into their calendar. Members ride to country 
locations in the Flinders Ranges and on Yorke Peninsula, 
spending three days away together.

The weekly Ulysses Wednesday rides have flourished with 
rides available with Adelaide, Torrens Valley and Fleurieu 
branches. 

Lester Martin #22403

Editor’s note; A long way from Adelaide, the Geraldton 
Ulysses Branch on the coast of WA also holds a Wednes-
day ride “for those who can wag it off work”. Taking their 
cue from golfers, those sandgropers call it the Wednesday 
Scroungers Ride.
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In our last issue, Trevor and Karen Franklin began recounting 
their visit to a place famous for fast motorcycling.  

They found there is far more to it than the TT.

In Love With

Part Two
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Having flown in on our previous visit to the Isle of 
Man, this time we arrived by `fast cat’ out from 
Liverpool to Douglas. This was a voyage of under 
three hours on the Manannan, a fast catamaran 

made in Hobart by INCAT Tasmania. This company has been 
manufacturing world-class “Wave Piercing” catamarans there 
since 1983 with worldwide sales to both domestic and military 
operations. This trip was both smooth and uneventful, making 
for a relaxed journey from England to the place which both 
Karen and I have simply fallen in love with.  

It’s not just the racing, it’s not just the people, and it’s not just 
the countryside, it is simply the feeling of all of these things 
combined.  Small wonder that Manxmen, as all persons born 
and inhabit here are known, rarely ever leave. It’s not a sexist 
wording, and you will find it in the dictionary. Their strong 
sense of individuality is probably well described by the island’s 
coat of arms.

Karen and I have now visited the Isle of Man (IOM) twice, and 
although the main reasons for our visits to the Isle were for 
the acclaimed race meetings, we soon found that there is an 
amazing historical culture here amassed over the centuries 
of habitation. We found this fascinating and it intrigued us to 
learn more. Proud, too, are the people who live here as seen 
by the picture above. 

Journeys through time 
Each and every town you go to on the island offers similar 
amazing time capsules, and fascinating history unique to per-
haps that town or as a whole for the Isle.  
Such examples are Castletown for its age and history, and 
Peel for being the only “City” on the IOM with its fortifications 
and ruins, including the only cathedral on the island. It is also 
the main fishing port, with fishing having a long history in 
Peel. To this day the harbour can still be seen filled with boats 
of the fishing trade. It is here that herring is cured to make 
the famous Manx kippers. 

 

A day is easily lost in Castletown, in absorb-
ing the history and visiting the excellently restored and main-
tained buildings and belongings from times well past.  Tracing 
its origins back to 1090, Castletown holds true as one of the 
oldest towns in the British Isles. Its narrow streets and small 
fishing cottages prove this ancient past at every corner. The 

medieval Castle Rushen, once the home of kings and later 
government, still dominates the town centre. Fishing boats 
continue to fill the harbour, though Castletown saw the end 
of major commercial traffic to its port in the 1970’s. However, 
the ongoing expansion of financial and industrial businesses in 
the area keeps Castletown on the map as an important island 
town. 

A long history
In earlier times, Castletown was the original location which 
includes the House of Keys being the directly elected lower 
branch of Tynwald, the parliament of the Isle of Man. The Tyn-
wald or more formally, the High Court of Tynwald, is the legis-
lature of the Isle of Man, and claims to be the oldest contin-
uous parliamentary assembly in the world, with a tradition of 
over 1000 years of meetings being held. As an assembly first 
in Celtic and later Viking guises, the main business was not 
legislative, i.e. passing laws. It was the means by which the 
ruler controlled the community, ensured continuity by nomi-
nating successors, and resolved disputes. 

The Old House of Keys is the former meeting place of the Isle 
of Man’s parliament. It is located across the street from Castle 
Rushen in Castletown, the former capital of the Isle of Man, in 
the south of the island. The building was used as the House of 
Keys from 1821 until 1874, when the parliament was moved 
to Douglas. 
Prior to 1821, the House of Keys had no official home, but met 
first at Castle Rushen, and later at the Bishop of Sodor and 
Man’s library in Castletown. After criticism from a Royal Com-
mission, plans were drawn up for a new meeting house for the 
Keys in 1813, but after concerns about the cost, they were re-
drawn and approved in 1819. Designed by Thomas Brine, the 
building was completed in 1821. It housed the House of Keys 
until 1874, when the Keys followed the other primary func-
tions of the island and moved to Douglas. After that move, 
the Old House became a branch of Dumbell’s Bank, and later 
Parr’s Bank. In 2000, the Manx National Heritage acquired the 
building and began restoring the house to how it appeared 
in 1866. The building opened to the public as a museum in 
November 2001. 

To stand where people stood over 1000 years ago is an 
amazing and almost humbling feeling, considering we now 
arrive on fast ferry or aircraft in comfort, and can drive around 
the island in a single day in air-conditioned comfort, not 
via a rough-hewn timber boat at the mercy of the elements.  
You may not view all the island has to offer but it can be 
done easily. After all, the Isle is only 32 miles long and 14 
miles wide, with an area of 221 square miles, so it easily fits 
inside the area that covers Canberra. Why am I stating in 
miles? Because that’s the main measurement here, and after 
all, the official race circuit is 37.73 miles long, so who am I to 
argue? 
 

 All the comforts of home
 Karen and I stayed on this visit in the small hamlet of Dalby, 
on the south-west coast. Our hosts were the hospitable 
Islanders Cheryl and her husband who provide one of the 
thousands of “Home-Stay” facilities on the island. You are 
basically a visitor in their own house with provision of facilities 
and breakfast included if you wish. During coffee one evening, 
Karen mentioned her liking for kippers that we had during our 

Yes, you can get them by post, but 
only if you live in the UK. That seems 
a bit like getting fish and chips here 
by Australia Post! 
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visit two years prior. Cheryl then provided them for the next 
two days. Karen was a happy camper! Nothing was too much 
effort. 

Previously overseen by the island government, but now by a 
private company, each and every offered accommodation is 
inspected with specific requirements to be met before they 
can be included in the scheme. It is hugely used over the race 
meetings’ weeks, with some premises booked out for years to 
come by people who have been coming to the racing for up to 
50 years.
 
Out of our first floor bedroom window we could see the 
outline of Northern Ireland’s coastline in the misty dis-
tance during the day, and with the sun then setting over 
this landfall it made for a beautiful view each night. We also 
looked down over green lush fields that ended at the edge of 
the Irish Sea, with huge grassy mounds to the left and right of 
our viewpoint. 

Intrusions of modern warfare
Similar mounds across Britain are ancient burial sites, but 
these are of much more recent origin. During the Second 
World War, this section of the Irish Sea was used for subma-
rine training for the allied forces. It was normal to see `steel 
whales’ surfacing here, along with the occasional sightings of 
Minke whales, porpoises and dolphins.   These lovely native 
visiting creatures are still sighted here and it is not unusual for 
the restaurant to empty if they are seen sounding.

The mounds are actually concrete bunkers, built to protect a 
radar system that was installed here scanning the Irish Sea for 
enemy planes. Today, they are used for storage by the local 
water authority pump stations, or as animal refuges during 
nasty weather. The largest bunker which the water authority 
uses was for sale in 2013, being thought it carried separate 
ownership from the landowner. But this could not be proven 
so it still remains as it did then, overgrown and locked. 

 

Narrow road ahead 
– everywhere
As you drive along these narrow roads, care must be taken for 
other traffic and even for the close edges and walls. The Irish 
coast in the distance and the beautiful rolling Irish Sea provide 
a relaxing feeling, so stop and take a look around. Just at the 

edge of Dalby we turn right down on to an even narrower side 
road heading to the coastal edge and you find Niarbyl. This 
is a very well patronised restaurant offering excellent food 
and reasonable rates, and a view of the coastal edges of this 
portion of the west side of the island is “to die for”, to use a 
well-worn phrase.  

Continue to the road’s end sloping to virtually the wa-
ter’s edge, you find a hidden gem of a cottage where vari-
ous families have lived. They continue to fish almost  directly 
out of their front door either by rod from the rocks, or with a 
tractor that delivers the small fishing dinghy into the water via 
their own hand-hewn ramp. 

There are some interesting rough weather pictures back 
at Niarbyl showing this house being battered by the rough 
coastal weather.  Perhaps not Karen’s and my idea of the ideal 
home! 
 
As we drove back up the lane from Niarbyl, we now saw the 
old Dalby Hotel which has been unused for a number of years 
owing to work required to bring it up to scratch and was for 
sale. We looked at each other and laughed as we knew what 
each was thinking, so, yes, we enquired.  

 

A walk to be planned
This visit included travelling the west coast along to the south-
ern end of the Isle. This southwest coastline is amazingly rug-
ged and is the most barren part of the island, with no village 
established for obvious reasons. There is, though, the track 
which circumnavigates almost the entire 99 mile coastline, 
with the exception of the west edge near and around Dalby 
and north towards Peel. Otherwise you can hike the edge and 
get views that change each day’s walk from weathered ageing 
towns, to weathered aging cliffs. This is not recommended for 
the unprepared or unplanned excursion, as the weather can 
quickly change to the unpleasant. Ill-prepared hikers are often 
caught out needing to shelter until it passes, or simply head 
inland and abandon the hike owing to weather that can stay 
bleak for a number of days.  
 
Our final episode in the next issue will include the other main 
locations of the Isle, perhaps to whet the appetite of some of 
you who love to travel and see something a little different.

Trevor Franklin  
#13770

Unfortunately the asking price was £900,000 
(or around $1.7 Million Au)   
Drats, just a tad outside our budget… 
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A GREAT accolade for a dedicated Ulyssean is the Telemachus 
Medal. It is named for the son of Ulysses, who searched 
faithfully for his father and helped him overcome his enemies. 
Presented by the National Committee of Ulysees Club Inc, 
(NatCom) its recipients must first be nominated by members 
of the Branch with which the nominee is most closely aligned 
before the award can be approved by NatCom.

Five Telemachus medals have been presented so far this year, 
an impressive roll call of dedicated Ulysseans;  

Bob Hamilton #6837, Gold Coast Branch 
Ian Winter #53026, Lockyer Branch 
Robert `Bob’ Tate #1028, Melbourne Branch 
Dot Camerer #23934, Perth Branch  
Robert `Hobbit’ Ryan #30738, Fleurieu Branch

We proudly recognise them all, and feature three whose 
branches sent us a photo and details.

ROBERT `Bob’ Tate #1028, Melbourne Branch.  
A Ulysses member for almost 30 years, Bob’s outstanding 
service to the Melbourne Branch includes three years as 
branch president, many years chairing branch AGMs, hosting 
ride days culminating in a BBQ at his home for up to 100 
people, and continuing to lead Branch rides into his 80s.   

Put simply, he is a “top bloke” who provides wise counsel and 
always makes a point of making new people welcome. 

After a branch ride in July, over 30 people gathered at the 
Shamrock Hotel, Alexandra, where Bob was presented with 
his medal by branch president Greg Rees.

Clearly “chuffed” by the award, Bob enjoyed the camaraderie 
and the chance to exchange banter with people he has known 
since the 1980s, right up to members who have only joined 
in the last couple of years.  His son Peter was also present to 
enjoy the festivities.

During his acceptance speech, Bob recalled how committee 
and other members personally sought him out (as a newbie) 
back in 1987 and made him feel very welcome.   

I experienced the same from Bob when I joined some 24 
years ago and it is a great example to all of us still.

Bob – congratulations and thank you.

John Cook #5048.      

Telemachus Medal Recipients

Dot Camerer is presented with her Telemachus Medal 
by Perth Branch president John Gliddon.

Bob Tate, right, is congratulated by Ron Lawrence (now 
of Whittlesea) who is also a Telemachus medallist.  

Dot Camerer #23934, Perth Branch 
DOT’S association with Perth Branch began in September 
1998, when she attended the 10th anniversary of the 
Branch with her partner at the time. 

Becoming a regular as a pillion on the Sunday rides and 
at the monthly meetings, she took on the role as editor 
of the Branch newsletter, The Ithaca Times. That meant 
photocopying and stapling it to sell copies at the Branch 
meetings, and posting to members all over the State. 

When a committee position became vacant in 2000, Dot 
decided to expand her contribution to the Branch. She has 
been a committee member from time to time since then, 
and actively involved in the social calendar.

By late 2009, Dot had wound down her career of running 
a secretarial service and moved to Carnamah, 300kms 
north-east of Perth. Her involvement was reduced by the 
distance, and she stepped aside for another member, but 
she returned as editor in 2011 and has continued since. 

As the consistent driving force behind The Ithaca Times 
for 16 years, Dot has produced over 160 editions and seen 
it go from those stapled photocopies to a digital colour 
document sent by email and available for download from 
the website.
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30TH ANNIVERSARY 
17TH, 18TH, 19TH MARCH

 

The Wollondilly Wanderers Branch, 
established March 1987, 
invites all Ulysses members to help 
celebrate our  30th Anniversary by saving 
the dates of Friday 17th, Saturday 18th & 
Sunday 19th March 2017. 
Our weekend’s events will centre at the 
Mittagong RSL Club, in Mittagong NSW. 
Keep watching Riding On for more details 
as the dates get closer.

Branch Secretaries who would like to be 
emailed directly can send a contact email 
to  tarn1234@bigpond.com and updates 
will be sent directly to your Branch Save 
the date to celebrate with some of the 
founding fathers of the “Wollys”.

ALL ULYSSEANS WELCOME!

Mailing Address: PO Box 636 Picton NSW 2571

Robert `Hobbit’ Ryan #30738  
Nominated by Fleurieu Branch

MEMBERS at the Fleurieu Branch meeting on 19 May were thrilled to see 
Rob Ryan (aka Hobbit) presented with a Telemachus Medal by national 
secretary Mark Seja.

Hobbit is well known to members across Australia, as he and his wife Vicki 
“walk the walk” when it comes to lending a hand.  They have attended 
nearly every AGM since joining Ulysses in 2003, and if you cannot place 
Hobbit – well, don’t think of a Hobbit, but more of a giant haystack with a 
beer in his hand!

Hobbit loves a joke, so when we knew Mark Seja was coming down to 
present the award we tried to keep it a big secret.  Hobbit still heard that 
Mark was coming to our social Branch meeting and rang me to see if he 
had missed something; my nose slowly grew as I ummed and ahhed with 
vagueness, that I really could not remember and perhaps it was about our 
SA Odyssey.  (Playing the vagueness card comes in handy when you get 
older.)

Hobbit’s history in the Fleurieu Branch has included taking on several roles 
on the committee, and in earlier days guiding the branch as president. He 
has an ‘easy come easy go’ nature and has coordinated a vast number of 
events and social gatherings. Hobbit is there when it comes to important 
decision-making time, and he always has the Club’s best interests at heart.

Well done Hobbit, we are all very proud of you!

Julie Hendrickx  #47180 
President, Fleurieu Branch 

Robert the Hobbit Ryan is presented with 
the Telemachus Medal by national secretary 
Mark Seja.

ULYSSES CLUB INC. WOLLONDILLY 
WANDERERS BRANCH 



30TH ANNIVERSARY 
17TH, 18TH, 19TH MARCH

 
ALL ULYSSEANS WELCOME!

Mailing Address: PO Box 636 Picton NSW 2571
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MY telephone rang on a cold, wet and windy winter’s day and 
someone asked if I rode adventure bikes. My answer being 
yes, the next question was “Would you like to road test a new 
Honda Africa Twin?”. `Love to’ was my immediate response! 

A couple of days later I rode to the Honda workshop at 
their HART facility on Melbourne’s northern fringe and was 
introduced to the 2016 incarnation of the legendary Africa 
Twin.

First appearing as a 650cc V-twin back in 1988, the Africa 
Twin quickly developed a reputation as a tough and reliable 
off road motorcycle due, in part, to the success Honda riders 
had in the Paris-Dakar on a race version of the motorcycle in 
the late 1980s. The bike still has a cult following and now the 
legend lives on.

My first impression of the Africa Twin was that it is a fantastic 
looking motorcycle. Honda offers the bike in three versions: 

•	 The standard “no frills” model which is best described 
by what features it doesn’t have. No ABS, no Traction 
Control, no Centre Stand, no Hand Guards, no Bash 
Plate with standard clutch and 6 speed transmission;

•	 The next version has all the options that are missing 
from the base model. ABS, Traction Control, Centre 
Stand, Hand Guards, Bash Plate and the standard/
normal transmission;

•	 The third model has all of these features as well as 
the unique Honda Dual Clutch Transmission known 
as DCT.

The three models come in different paint schemes and the 
pricing is very competitive. In July 2016 the recommended 
retail price for the base model is $15,499, increasing to 
$16,999 for the standard transmission ABS model with the 
listed extras, and $17,999 for the DTC model, all plus on-road 

costs. 

Our test bike was the standard transmission with ABS model 
with the classic red, white and blue livery (Honda describes 
the colour as White/Pearl Spencer Blue) and she stood tall in 
the workshop waiting for me. I was planning some rides in the 
bush, and I knew that the roads would be wet and slippery, 
so I was pleased to see that “my” bike had been fitted with 
Continental TKC80 tyres, which are a bit more aggressive than 
the standard Dunlop Trailmax tyres. The bike has 21 inch front 
and 18 inch rear spoked wheels with tubed tyres. This is a 
good combination for an adventure bike although some people 
question the use of tubed tyres. Personally, I grew up with 
tubed tyres and I am happy to carry a spare tube and tools 
but tubeless would probably be better!

Impressed by first impressions  
As I rode away from HART I was immediately impressed 
by the feel of the Africa Twin with its comfortable upright 
riding position, the wide bars, its excellent manoeuvrability 
at low speed, and the sweet motor. The engine is a 998cc 
parallel vertical twin with a 270-degree phased crankshaft 
which apparently improves the torque and power delivery 
and produces an almost vee-twin note from the exhaust. But 
what really matters is that the bike is very smooth with heaps 
of low-end torque, so it is very easy to ride in traffic, on the 
highway and in the bush. Honda claim a kerb weight of 232kg 
for my bike, but it does not feel that heavy, and I was soon 
heading north on the highway thinking that I should keep 
riding until I reached Cape York!

However, those first impressions also highlighted a couple of 
small things that I felt were missing from the bike, the obvious 
one being heated grips. It was a very cold morning and it had 
not occurred to me that heated grips would not be standard 
equipment, and as I was wearing light gloves, my fingers were 
freezing. Not happy! I was also surprised that the bike did 

Africa Twin 
legend reborn



not have self-cancelling indicators and that Honda has swapped the 
positions of the indicator and horn buttons on the left- hand switch 
block. Unfortunately, as I got to know the bike, my cold thumb 
kept sounding the horn rather than switching the indicators on 
or off. 

These are small issues, I know, but I think from a safety 
perspective that all modern bikes, and particularly adventure 
bikes, should have heated grips, ABS, and self-cancelling 
indicators, and I would also throw cruise control into my 
standard equipment safety list. Honda does offer heated grips as 
an option but they should be standard. 

Screen options desirable 
My only other first impression gripe was the screen height. The screen 
looks nice, but it is not adjustable and it is exactly the wrong height for me! 
My head was caught in turbulent air behind the screen and the wind noise was 
excessive, even with moulded ear-plugs. I stopped and lowered the seat height 
(which is really easy to do without tools), but the wind and noise situation did not 
improve. If I stood up, or hunched down behind the screen, I could get out of the turbulence, 
but I could not ride in this position. After I got home I went for a ride with a different helmet but to no avail; 
the screen was just not right for me and I think that I am sort of average height at about 178cm. This characteristic was only 
an issue at speeds above 80 kmh, but it was disappointing and took some of the fun out of riding. The next day I went for a 
ride using my Bose noise-cancelling headphones with music from my iPod, and the situation changed completely. Fantastic 
improvement! I often use the Bose unit on long highway trips but they shouldn’t be a necessity! Honda (and other after-market 
companies) offer optional screens with different heights, and this change would be a must for me if I owned an Africa Twin.

On arriving home I had a chance to have a good look at the big twin. It is fair to say that Honda have not really had much 
success in the growing adventure bike market in Australia, but they have gone to some effort to capture some market share in 
this sector, and I think that they have done their homework. 

Excellent finish and attention to detail as you would 
expect from Honda;

Relatively low seat height with two different settings. 
(870 and 850mm);

18.8 litre fuel tank which is relatively narrow so the 
seat height feels lower

Comprehensive dash display and trip computer;

Excellent LED head lights;

Fully adjustable Showa suspension front and rear;

Easy to use side stand;

Luggage rack;

A small tool kit, although I was amazed to find that the 
tool kit does not includes a spanner for the axle nuts;

Four step traction control that is easily switchable on 
the move;

ABS brakes were the rear ABS, and can be manually 
switched off, but only when stationary;

Solid and easy to use centre stand although this is an 
optional extra on the base model;

24 months warranty.
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Apart from looking goo
d, the 

test Africa T
win has a lot 

of 

good feature
s: 
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Time for a ride! After several days of rain and snow when all I 
could do was look at the bike in my shed, the winter weather 
finally cleared so I could go for a ride. Back on the bike I 
immediately felt relaxed and at home. It is fair to say that the 
Africa Twin hides it weight well. As soon as you are moving 
it feels like a lightweight, and it is very easy to ride in traffic 
and on the highway, but the fun really begins in the “twisties”. 
The bike is easy to flick through the corners, the gear box is 
light and positive and the brakes are strong and progressive. 
Coupled with good long-travel suspension the bike soaks up 
the bumps and is a joy to ride. 

In power terms the big twin puts out less power than some 
other bikes in the sector, but with the smooth motor and 
the combination of torque and power I did not feel that the 
bike lacked power in any normal riding. The engine pulls 
out of corners well, has heaps of roll-on power for passing, 
and if you use the gear box and higher revs you could lose 
your licence in Victoria very easily. The speedo is digital, big 
and easy to read, but the same cannot be said for all of the 
instrumentation. I consider the bar-graph tachometer to be 
useless, but you do not really need a tachometer on a bike 
like this anyway. Of more concern is that the lower parts of 
the display/trip computer were very difficult to read unless 
they were in direct sunlight. Two thumb switches are used to 
scroll and select information on the display and trip computer, 
but I found them difficult to read and you needed to take your 
concentration off the road when trying to focus on the display. 
I have spoken to several Africa Twin owners who share my 
opinion. 

Time to play dirty 
But enough of the bitumen riding, I was anxious to see how 
the Africa twin performed on the dirt. I had the opportunity 
to ride the Twin on a variety of dirt roads, 4WD tracks, some 
single track and on some wet grassy paddocks. While the 
Twin excels off the bitumen, it is fair to say that single track 
is not really her forte. On the dirt, the low centre of gravity 
and supple suspension means that the bike feels stable and 
planted in most conditions. Why most? I did ride on a couple 
of very slippery tracks where I felt that the front end was 
vague and lacked feed-back and it was a bit unnerving. I 
didn’t want to scratch the lovely new bike and fortunately I 
didn’t!

The rest of the time on the dirt the bike was a hoot. The 
traction control works very well but the default setting is much 
too sensitive for riding away from the bitumen. It will cut 
in on potholes and bumps and that is not what you want. A 
small lever on the left-hand switch block switches the traction 
control between 3 active settings, or if you hold the lever in, 
the traction control is switched off. A flick of the switch and 
it is on again. All this can be done whilst you are moving 
or stationary. When you switch off the ignition, the traction 
control resets to the maximum setting. For most of the time in 
the dirt I used one of the two low settings which will allow the 
rear wheel to spin up a bit and allow the rear to step out, but 
it will not let you “over do it”. This is quite reassuring once you 
gain confidence in the system. I also took the bike out on wet 
grass to see what happened with no traction! In this situation 
the system can be challenged to the point that with excessive 
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wheel spin it is possible to stall the motor. This means if you 
get bogged, you need to switch the traction control off!

The brakes worked well in the dirt and the ABS on the 
rear brakes can be switched off, but only when the bike is 
stationary. I found that the rear ABS was too sensitive on 
dirt so I rode with it off all the time. The ABS will default to 
On if the ignition is switched off so you need to remember to 
switch it off again before you get moving. You need to brake 
fairly hard to activate the front ABS, even in the dirt, and 
regardless, the bike pulls up nicely.

The suspension worked well in the dirt and I did not feel the 
need to make any adjustments, but for different riders the 
suspension is fully adjustable with preload, compression and 
rebound damping adjustment on both front and rear. The rear 
preload is adjustable with a large knob, so making changes 
for riding with luggage or with a pillion is really easy. On one 
dirt road I came across a bad section of potholes at what 
could best be described as excessive speed! I quickly stood 
up and opened the throttle and the bike skipped across the 
very rough section of track without a hint of head shake or 
concern. Very nice.  

Not quite perfect pegs 
The riding position of the Africa Twin is good for sitting or 
standing up and there seems to be plenty of room for taller 
riders. The only negative comment I have to make here is 
that the foot pegs seem to be very short and small. They have 
removable rubber inserts, and although I did not have any 
problem with my boots slipping off the pegs, I would like them 
to be 20 -30 mm longer. When you stand up on an adventure 
bike it is often because the track is rough and I like to grip the 
tank with my knees. The small problem with the Africa Twin 
is that the relative position of the foot pegs, frame and tank 
means that your left foot needs to be towards the outside of 
the foot peg to grip the tank. It would be nice to have more 
peg under your foot at this point! 

I found the fun factor increased in the bush if I upped 
the revs in lower gears to keep the sweet twin cylinder 
engine humming. The wide handlebars, light steering, good 
suspension and great brakes mean that the bike will move 
quickly enough to get you into trouble if you are unwary. One 
thing that the Africa Twin will not do easily is to loft the front 
wheel to get over a small log or deep pothole. Firstly, the 
traction control setting needs be set at Off, or at least in the 
Low setting and then a lot of effort needs to go into getting 
the wheel in the air. It’s better to just slow down a bit and 
take it easy! But, if you happen to be a wheelie junkie then 
you will find the bike is well balanced and easy to control 
when you get the wheel in the air…. 

Fuel to go the 
distance 
It is good to see that Honda has given the Africa Twin a 
reasonable capacity fuel tank that holds almost 19 litres. My 
ride was in varying conditions and road types and I did not 
get a good feel for fuel economy but I would expect to use 
between 4 and 5 litres per 100 kms. This will result in a range 
of over 400 kms which is adequate for most adventure riding 
areas.

Honda has a range of neat accessories for the Africa Twin, 
these can be viewed on their dedicated Africa Twin web site. 

In my opinion, some of these accessories should be standard 
equipment but that is another story!

The weather was still cold and wet when I returned the 
Africa Twin to Honda and it was with some reluctance that I 
handed back the keys. I had really enjoyed riding the Honda 
and I would love to take the DCT version for a blast, but we 
will save that for another day. I have spoken to a number of 
owners of the new Africa Twins and they are all very happy 
with their bikes and I expect to see some of them out on 
adventure rides in the future

Many thanks to Peter Baulch (NatCom Motorcycle Liaison), for 
organising the bike, and to Glyn Griffiths and Greg Snart at 
Honda for their co-operation and assistance and for letting me 
have fun on a very nice motorcycle.

FOOTNOTE: A couple of days after handing it back, I was out 
pedalling my push bike and I thought of four things I should 
have mentioned in my report on the Africa Twin.

1. It might not have self-cancelling indicators, but it does have 
really big and easy to see indicator lights on the dash.

2  The centre stand is strong and easy to use and a is “must 
have” on an Adventure bike. It is optional on the base model 
and standard on ABS and DTC models.

3 The bike I had has the biggest emergency flasher switch 
ever!!!  I think that this is where the sexy “G switch” is located 
on the DTC model.

4 The manual is found in a plastic bag under the seat. This 
manual can be a bit confusing because it covers all models 
and it is also fairly basic. For example, it does not really 
explain what the G switch does if you happen to have a DCT.

Report and photos by Peter Maguire, #9832

 

 



UPDATING our report on ambulance cover in our 
Winter edition, South Australians have won their fight 
to have ambulance cover when they travel across the 
state border – but they will pay an extra $15 a year for 
the service.

SA Ambulance will continue to offer nationwide ambulance 
cover to its members despite its plan to cut interstate 
protection, which would have affected all South Australians 
travelling interstate.

SA Health Minister Jack Snelling intervened after the proposal 
to scrap interstate cover sparked community backlash, 
especially from country residents who cross the border 
routinely for work, sport and leisure.

Wherever you live, our advice remains unchanged; If you have 
ambulance cover and are heading interstate, check before you 
depart. Which brings us to someone who didn’t check and got 
a pleasant surprise.

There may not be a Ulysses Branch in the USA yet, but we 
already have an American member in John Belknap, who hails 
from Madison, Wisconsin.

It gets cold there in winter, with metres-deep snow, so on 
retiring John decided never to spend the winter at home. 
Making his first trip to Australia several years ago, he became 
a Ulyssean shortly after arriving, and has attended five AGMs, 
his most recent being this year’s AGM Event in Launceston.

It was there that he decided to visit New Zealand, so he 
returned to Sydney, sold his 250 Honda and booked an airfare. 
John takes up his story;

“I flew to Auckland in order to attend the New Zealand Ulysses 
AGM at Westport.  I bought another small Honda in Hamilton 
and had a very wet and cold ride to Wellington for a crossing.  
Yet I had a great return crossing, followed by days of sun and 
warmth in Hastings and Gisbourn, great twisty roads with little 
traffic.  

My last riding day heading to Auckland, I was approaching 
Rotorua in the rain.  On a sharp left curve, the bike was 
drifting towards the centreline, so I corrected, overcorrected 
that is, turning the handlebars left at the same time I tried to 
slow using both brakes.  The bike slide towards a truck in the 
oncoming lane, I fell off and the truck ran over the front of my 
motorcycle.  

Belknap bike Pic here The next thing I remember was a St 
John’s Ambulance driver asking me for my name.  I seemed 
unhurt, but the ambulance took me to the Whakatane Hospital 
Emergency Department. 

 I had a torn boot, a shallow hole poked in my left calf, and 
a cut on the left knee.  The major damage occurred in the 

emergency room!  In order to assess me for injuries, the staff 
cut off my rain paints, riding pants, silk undershirt and jacket.  
I had x-rays, IV pain killers, an intern washed out road debris 
from the scrapes, and put in two staples to hold the knee cut 
closed.  After two hours, the doctor said I could leave, but I 
should go to a newsstand and buy a lottery ticket, as I was 
the luckiest person she knew.  Amen to that. 

 Okay, I had travel insurance, New Zealand AA insurance, and 
my USA insurance would reimburse any Emergency Room 
costs, but I still dreaded the bill for St John’s Ambulance plus 
emergency treatment.  I asked the angel doctor how to get 
to the billing department to pay for treatment.  She said there 
was NO CHARGE, THIS IS NEW ZEALAND!   It turns out there 
is an Accident Compensation Corporation (ACC) in NZ, that 
pays for all first response to any accident.  When you pay 
vehicle registration, a small fraction goes into the ACC.  When 
you have taxes withheld from a wage, a small percentage 
goes into the ACC.  When you pay NZ income taxes, a small 
percentage goes to the ACC.  So no matter where or who 
is involved in any accident in NZ—on the road, hiking, or 
at home-- all first response (ambulance plus emergency 
department) is paid by the ACC.  Hospitals love it as they get 
paid for all treatment, doctors love it as they can concentrate 
on the patient, not on costs.  Accident victims love it.  Of 
course, there are abuses and the ACC often has a deficit, as it 
is funded by a small deduction on wages, rego, and income.

  I can only wish that other countries would follow this 
example.  It’s simple, inexpensive, and such a relief for victims 
of accidents.  In addition, the NZ AA contacted me about my 
accident, and within three weeks, they paid the complete 
market value of my destroyed Honda, which I never saw 
again.

Your USA Ulyssean, 
John Belknap,  
#26985.

 

BETTER TO 
PRANG IN  
NEW ZEALAND
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Maurice Blackburn is Australia’s 
number one law firm for motorcyclists. 
We work with motorcycle associations across Australia  
to promote awareness of rider rights.

If something’s happened on the road that’s affected  
your life, no matter whose fault, give us a call. We’ve  
helped thousands of riders with their insurance claims. 
And we’ll fight to get you everything you’re entitled to.

Because we believe you’re worth fighting for.

1800 810 812  
mauriceblackburn.com.au
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CAST your mind back, dear reader, to our last edition, Winter, 
when we discovered the beautifully restored Bridgestone 175 
of Ulyssean Neville Gray, #3394, LM#13.

In the mid-1960s, before Bridgestone decided the safe money 
was in tyres, it was at the forefront of the two-stroke surge 
from Japan, competing with Yamaha, Kawasaki and Suzuki 
(Honda was already committed to four-strokes). 

By all accounts, the Bridgestone bikes were a class well 
above the average, in terms of design, build quality and 
performance, although that came with a price-tag significantly 
higher than the competition. Bridgestone built its first 
motorcycle in 1958, yet by 1971 it had closed the factory 
doors.

Neville’s rare 1966 model 175 has a five-speed gearbox, and 
his greatest desire is to find an even rarer 350.

Such a machine has not been unearthed, but that story 
brought something else interesting out of the woodwork – a 
1968 review of the Bridgestone 350 GTR, sent to us by its 
author Dr Marcus Wigan, Ulysses #11112.

An academic motorcyclist or a motorcycling academic – his 
long academic career has seen numerous articles of scientific 
research published, but of greater interest to us was that 
Marcus also enjoyed a tandem career as a motorcycling 
journalist, writing for ten years for the UK magazine 
Motorcycle Sport.

With his memory triggered by Neville’s 175 Bridgestone, 
Marcus delved into his records to find that original review, 
which was published in Motorcycle Sport in June, 1968.

His opinion of the Bridgestone was perhaps most clearly 
illustrated by the headline; 

“If you ride one of these you are displaying a sophisticated 

taste in motorcycling ...”

We can only 
assume his 
wife Jane (dec 
1981) agreed 
and chose her 
wardrobe for a 
ride as pillion 
accordingly.

This bike, a 350 
two-stroke twin, 
had a six-speed 
gearbox, and 
Marcus explained 
how Bridgestone 
had resolved 
the `problem’ 
of the Japanese 
interlopers having 
their gearshift on 
the left, unlike 
the right-sided 
gearchange of 
British bikes.

“Actually, though the Japanese supply the bike with the gear 
lever on the left, it can be swapped over to the right “ British 
“ side very easily, because the selector shaft emerges at 
either side of the transmission and is splined at both ends,” he 
wrote.

“And there’s little difficulty in rearranging the rear brake 
control to suit.”

Perhaps even more significant was the gearshift sequence, 
which put neutral at the top of the gate, as Marcus noted;

Bridging the past
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“The Bridgestone can be started in gear simply by 
disengaging the clutch before kicking. This can be 
handy if you stall in traffic and don’t want to waste time 
looking for neutral, though that would be no hardship, 
with neutral being top of the column, and hence no 
uncertainty as to whether you’ve happened on that 
elusive true neutral between first and second.”

It was at about this point that we noticed something odd; 
although Marcus Wigan claimed to have written that 1968 
report, it had no byline and he was described as “the 
owner” of the bike.

All was made clear by Marcus, who explained that it had 
been a necessary case of bureaucratic navigation.

“That artful and indirect attribution was due to my having 
just joined the UK Ministry of Transport, in its Transport 
and Road Research Laboratory,” said Marcus.

“Because it was a Government body, we were being ultra-
careful not to cross any line of propriety, as bureaucratic 
rules were much stickier in those days. 

“It actually was my bike, I had only recently purchased it 
so the article had an aspect of fun provenance. It was all 
sorted out quite quickly and my first bylined article, dis-
cussing the Honda CB450, actually appeared in a slightly 
earlier issue.”

Within weeks of its purchase, the Bridgestone’s 
handlebars were much lower and Marcus was mixing it 
with the big boys on the legendary Thruxton circuit. He 
reckons he had no trouble “knocking off” much larger 
bikes on the day before riding the bike 100kms home, on 
the same tyres.  

Many people were impressed by the Bridgestone 350 
GTR, yet three years later production stopped. Bridge-
stone chose to focus instead on the tyre business that 
was already doing so well for it, and its superbly built mo-
torcycles became valued collector curios.

Gary Warner,  
editor 
#65262
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BAGS packed, bikes fuelled up and trailer hitched to John’s 
bike, all we had to do was get a good night’s sleep, then in the 
morning put bags on bikes and away we go.  And we did, at 
7am on Thursday 18th  February, we left Toowoomba.  

First night we camped at Gilgandra Caravan Park, great little 
camp spot and only a short walk to a fascinating old town.

 Friday saw us headed to Grenfell and then out to the Weddin 
Mountains National Park.  We had nearly 3kms of dirt road to 
navigate so lots of concentration was needed, not helped by 
all the big skippys jumping out of the bushes and just seeing 
them out of the corner of your eye.  We set up our tent near 
a covered BBQ area, and as we were the only campers there 
we put our camp beds under the shade and had a little nanna 
and poppa nap.  Later in the afternoon we walked up to Ben 
Hall’s cave, it was a magnificent view out over the surrounding 
countryside. We had the camp site to ourselves again that 
night, other than all the nocturnal wildlife. It was interesting 
watching the smaller skippys and their young not afraid of us 
being there.

BOUND FOR TASMANIA 
We arrived in Melbourne Saturday afternoon, and had four 
days with our son and his family before catching the ferry 
across to Tasmania.  

On arrival Thursday morning, it had been raining so we 
decided to head west to Burnie and have some breakfast 
along the way.  The weather still was not looking very 
promising but we decided to keep riding along the coast line 
through Wynyard and then to Table Cape Lighthouse.  The 
lighthouse keeper had just arrived and showed us how to 
get back on the main road without having to go back into 
Wynyard, he also told us about `the loop’ to Arthur River.  

Anyway, not long after getting back on the main road to 
Stanley the rain started to come down and it was getting very 
uncomfortable, then to top it all off we missed the turn to 
Stanley and finished up at Smithton, where we got the last 
cabin at the only caravan park there.  We spent the rest of the 
day drying our clothes and relaxing, at least it stopped raining 
so we could go for a walk around the town. 

Saturday, packed up the trailer and bags but first headed off 
to do the loop to Arthur River, but we only got as far as Couta 
Rocks. The road was closed due to all the fires that they have 
had recently, SES workmen were still in the park clearing the 
burnt trees that may fall across roads etc, so we had to come 
back the same route, no problem as the roads were good to 
ride.  After collecting the trailer and bags, we rode back along 
the coastal roads to Penguin then down to Sheffield, hoping 
to camp there the night. There was no campground there 
at all so we continued onto Gowrie Park, where we stayed 
in a backpacker accommodation. A great little spot to camp, 
with a massive mountain, Mt Roland, towering over the camp 
grounds. 

Saturday morning, we left rather early, we were excited as 
this was the day we were checking into the AGM, well the 
campsite anyway.  We rode up and up and over the mountain 
range, great view from the top too, then down and down 
the range, through Mole Creek to Deloraine, then onto 
Launceston. We met up with other members from Darling 
Downs and then made our way to the camping area, the “cow 
paddock” as it was called by most, and set up our camp site 
for the week.

Yes it might have been a cow paddock, and yes it was rough 
riding over it, but we didn’t really care too much because we 
had arrived, let the fun begin!  

That was a l-o-n-g AGM
LAUNCESTON 2016 WAS A BIG EVENT, BUT FOR TOOWOOMBA ULYSSEANS JOHN AND ELAINE PAULGER IT TOOK MUCH 
LONGER THAN EXPECTED. SHE JUST MISSED OUR WINTER EDITION DEADLINE, BUT ELAINE TAKES UP THE STORY.
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We all had a great time over the week, with the Tuesday night 
dinner, the Saturday night dinner, all the different rides to be 
had, and even rides that one just did because they could. 
A few of our members won $1000 vouchers for insurance, 
and John won the early registration prize, a trip to Malaysia 
and the GP! What a week.  It was over all too soon, but we 
weren’t leaving Tasmania just yet, we headed over to Bicheno, 
Coles Bay and St Helens for couple of nights before catching 
the ferry back to Melbourne, and another visit with the grand-
kids  before heading home to Toowoomba on Thursday morn-
ing, 10th March.

A BAD BREAK 
Once again it had been raining during the night, and the previ-
ous day I had a new back tyre put on, so was very wary of the 
wet roads.  We hadn’t gone more than 10 minutes from our 
son’s place when John had an accident.  

He was taken to Maroondah Hospital as he was vague with 
some of his answers to the paramedics, and by the time I 
got there he was having a scan.  It was found that he was 
bleeding on the brain, not good as he is on blood thinners, so 
very quickly he was given a reversing agent, then transported 
to The Alfred where he had immediate surgery to relieve the 
pressure on the brain.  

He was in ICU for 2 days, then moved to trauma ward where 
they could check the rest of his body for any further damage, 
before being moved to neurology ward. His speech was affect-
ed and his right arm and right leg were slightly affected, but 
both improved considerably in the next few days. 

CLEARED TO RETURN HOME 
John was then referred to the Victorian Rehabilitation Centre 
at Glen Waverley, where he was treated up to the 9th April, 
and as he had improved so much they felt that he could be 
treated as an outpatient. After the last scan, however, we 
asked the neurologist about flying home and doing the rehab 
in Toowoomba, and they felt that it was ok for him to could fly. 
Once the rehab centre got the ok from the neurologist they 
allowed him to stay at our son’s place until we could fly home. 

Sunday 17th April, at 5.45pm, we boarded the AirNorth plane 
at Tullarmarine airport and flew direct to Toowoomba, by 
8.45pm we were in our own home.  It was such a relief to 
finally be home, not as planned, not in the best of health, but 
at least we could say we BOTH were home. 

We have now been home for two months but our bikes didn’t 
arrive until the middle of May from  Melbourne, where John’s 
had undergone some repairs.  No damage done to the frame, 
just superficial things that have to be exchanged for new stuff, 
but I think they repainted it as it did get a few scratches.

While John was in hospital and rehab I stayed with our son 
and his wife and two children, and we are so grateful for all 
the things that they and his sisters did for us.

I know it’s family and all, but this was tough and the hospital, 

the rehab centre, and the airport, were not “just down the 
road”, Melbourne is very spread out.  At least I was able to 
spend a lot of time with grandkids as school holidays were 
during this time.

Full praise for the emergency staff at Maroondah Hospital, 
they were just the greatest with John, the ambulance people 
were quick on the scene and decisive as to where he should 
go, and the doctors and nurses at The Alfred are a wonderful 
bunch of people, we can’t thank them enough.  We also had 
many visits from Peter Baulch and Henri Rokx, and I managed 
to get a ride in with the Yarra Valley Ranges Branch to Andy 
Strapz shop. While there, I was lucky enough to win a sports 
bag, big enough to bring all our clothes etc, back home on the 
plane. Great timing, as I was ready to go and buy one! 

So that was our Tasmanian AGM Event 2016, a long one and 
one to be long remembered.

Elaine Paulger #56599
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AS any historical society can tell you, history all too often is 
lost because nobody bothered to record it. That fate will not 
befall the Ulysses Club’s Lockyer Branch.

Back in 1996, three Ulysses Club members from around the 
Ipswich area, Rocky Keevers (#3393), Max Endacott (#8095) 
and John Davis (#9836), rode through traffic to Wilston to 
attend the Brisbane Branch meeting. On their fourth meeting 
attendance, these three gentlemen informed the Brisbane 
Branch committee that they were thinking of forming a group 
locally around Ipswich. At that time there was no Ulysses Club 
branch or riding group (or just group) to service members 
between Brisbane and Toowoomba. With great enthusiasm, 
John Davis rang everyone in the members’ book residing in 
the immediate area. 

Naming the Baby
Rocky and Max discussed what to call the new group whilst 
sitting in the Cootamundra Services Club on the way home 
from an AGM. Over a beer or three, they bandied around 
names like “Ipswich”, but that was too localised, and “Lockyer 
Valley”, but that was too long for a rocker (worn in those 
days) and also too specific. Then, finally, the three founding 
members agreed to call the group, simply, “Lockyer”, which 
encompassed the areas west of Brisbane, east 
of Darling Downs, south to Beaudesert and 
north to the Esk.

Seven members attended the very first meet-
ing of the newly formed Lockyer Branch on 
a rainy night 6th May 1996, and held at the 
Royal George Hotel in Rosewood, Ipswich. An 
attendee of the first meeting was the hotel’s 
licensee and Ulyssean to boot, Kev Broxam. 
The Lockyer Branch’s first ride was on 12th 
May 1996 to Rathdowney. Since that year we 
have celebrated the branch’s birthday in early 
May to commemorate that first meeting held 
on 6th May. Also, since the first meeting and 
up to the present, we hold our information/

social meetings every first Monday of the month, except when 
if it falls on a public holiday. 

Moving House
We have changed our meeting venue around Ipswich sever-
al times throughout the years. We relocated from the Royal 
George Hotel to the Walloon Saloon in 1999 at the invitation 
of its management and staff. Ten years after that, in 2009, 
the branch moved to Ipswich Golf Club at Leichhardt, as our 
old home at Walloon just could not fit us in the dining room 
anymore as we grew in numbers. Unluckily for many which 
included us, the terrible news in June 2013 was that the Ips-
wich Golf Club was in the hands of receivers and was closing 
its doors. The branch committee had to quickly find a location 
that could handle our numbers, and we were welcomed by 
the Winston Glades Tavern at Yamanto. In 2014 the business 
changed hands but the new owners and management contin-
ued their valued support to the Lockyer Branch.

A Change of Name
We had been known as the Lockyer Group since it was formed 
in 1996. However, in the 2005 February newsletter, the head-
ing, somehow, was changed to become the “Lockyer Valley 
Ulysses Newsletter”. From then on the branch had begun to 
be known as the “Lockyer Valley Branch”.  Our Rockers and 
most of the branch regalia never changed but we just adopt-
ed it and no one questioned it. In August 2012, however, the 
incumbent Branch committee decided to rectify this error and 
applied to Natcom for a reversal in name, dropping the word 
“Valley”, so we could permanently be the “Lockyer Branch”. 

A HISTORY OF THE 
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The request was granted and approved. We are now again a 
very proud Ulysses Club Branch known, simply, as LOCKYER.

Running of the Toys
One thing that probably makes our Branch a little more famil-
iar is our famous Ipswich Toy Run. It began in the formation 
year 1996 and was held on 1st December. It started from the 
Booval Shopping Centre and finished in the main street of 
Rosewood. The bulk of the proceeds from this very first event 
was donated to the Salvation Army, and a small amount was 
kept for the Lockyer Branch’s funds to get us up and running. 
It was in 1998 that a decision was made to start dividing the 
funds collected from the Ipswich Toy Run between the Ipswich 
Salvation Army and Arthritis Research at a pre-determined 
rate. The Ipswich Toy Run became a big annual event at 
Christmas in Ipswich, and was fully supported by the Ipswich 
City Council, local businesses and residents of the Greater Ip-
swich City. 

In 2003 we enlisted the participation of the Queensland Po-
lice Service for the first time due to the size the Toy Run had 
become and the associated hassles with traffic lights, etc. The 
police escorts were very much appreciated as hundreds of 
bikes, trikes, and sidecars weaved their way through the inner 
Ipswich CBD amidst the local waving crowds. This spectacle 
just added to its popularity and saw it grow even more, as 
the word went around that, for a short moment anyway, a red 
light didn’t mean STOP. Since then the Lockyer Branch has 
forged an excellent relationship with the Queensland Police 
Service in Ipswich which eagerly anticipates and enjoys its 
participation in the event. In 2013, amidst the controversial 
VLAD laws introduced into Queensland, the Police Commis-
sioner, Ian Stewart (a fellow bike rider), along with Police 
Minister, Jack Dempsey (tin topper), were in attendance and 
gave the Ipswich Toy Run their full support. Police Commis-
sioner Stewart has expressed his enjoyment so much for this 
community event that he has committed to it in his diary to 
participate every year. 

Efforts Awarded
Volunteering Lockyer Branch members put so much personal 
time and effort to organising the annual Ipswich Toy Run but 
each of them know that whilst we are working hard to help 
make a difference to our community, we are also meant to be 

having fun and living up to our motto “Growing old disgrace-
fully”. The Lockyer Branch has received awards because of 
this event. We were gratified when in 2005 the Branch was 
presented with the Ipswich Centenary Medallion for Com-
munity Event by Mayor Paul Pisasale. Following that was the 
handsome Australia Day 2011 Community Event of the Year 
award. Our contributions to arthritis research have also been 
well-recognised. We were awarded by the early UCARF as the 
Arthritis Research Champions for 2005/2006. Later on, we 
have been recipients of the newly created Good Joint Award 
for 2009, 2012 and 2014, and, lastly, an award that means so 
much to our hearts, the ‘special’ Jo Dearnley Award for 2015 
at the Launceston AGM. 

Lockyer Branch (and its committee members), in the lat-
er years has been a very active participant in South-east 
Queensland (SEQ) events. Apart from the traditional National 
AGM’s, Odysseys and the multitude of camping events, Ulys-
sean or not, the Lockyer Branch is an equal in the formation 
of what is called the SEQ President’s Meeting. It is held every 
three months or so and has 17 branches in its catchment area. 
All branches send a representative to at least one meeting a 
year, and for those that can’t get there, it is minuted and sent 
around on email. At that first meeting in 2013 there was a ride 
proposed called the “Cartwheel Ride”. All SEQ branches are 
invited to leave their own localities, hold a “Poker” or “Roll the 
dice” run, and arrive at a designated location for a gathered 
lunch. Funds raised by this are given to UCARF as a united 
donation. Raffles held on the day help to raise money for our 
own Memorial Gardens at Somerset Dam.

The Ulysses Memorial Gardens are a very special spot in Aus-
tralia and have been around for over 10 years. They present a 
tranquil garden setting on public land, and were created by us 
(SEQ Ulysses) along with some massive donations from busi-
nesses. The Lockyer Branch has been instrumental in support-
ing it in the past five years or so through securing the massive 
amounts of bulk mulch needed, for free so far, and by raising 
money by selling commemorative pins on the day and arrang-
ing sausage sizzles by our own Ipswich Salvo’s.

Lockyer Branch is proud of its achievements and its members 
proudly wear a distinctive blue and red Branch shirt, with the 
patch of the Old Man and the emblem of the F1-11 fighter jet 
displayed.

Submitted by Foggy (Ian Winter #053026) and Miss Prissy 
(Grace Domingo #57879) of the Lockyer Branch in Ipswich, 
Queensland.
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Busy Bee revives 
Garden of Remembrance

Somerset Memorial Gardens, a place of 
remembrance for Ulysseans in SE Queensland 
since its inception in 2004, was a busy place on 
the 29th of May.

Like bees around a honey pot, Ulysses members from 
all the local branches came to tidy, rake, shovel, lift 
and shift, completing a variety of tasks to bring the 
gardens back to a pristine condition. 

We all throw a few bags of mulch on our gardens at 
home once in a while, but on this day we had more 
than a few bags. Forty cubic metres of it doesn’t sound 
much, until you see it sitting there like a medieval 
castle mound! With much sweat and toil, a few wheel 
barrows, a flat-bed truck and a mini excavator, this 
mound was made short work of by the busy little bees.

The new honour boards are now in place and looking 
very good, fitting in perfectly with their surroundings 
and making the gardens look every bit the unique 
place that it is for those who have ridden on to be 
remembered.

When the sweat and toil was over, we all gathered our 
breath and tucked into a sausage or two, provided 
and expertly cooked by the good folks of the Brisbane 
Branch. 

Once again a big thank you has to go to Ray Parker 
and his team for providing the necessary mechanical 
equipment, to enable the busy bee day to be 
somewhat easier than it might have otherwise been.

We hope to see you all there on the 11th September, 
for Memorial Day and the unveiling of the new honour 
boards.

Ulysses Memorial Garden is located at Lake Somerset, 
approximately 115 kms northwest of Brisbane and 80 
kms north of Ipswich.

Steve Blencowe  
#63000
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Fossils on 
the loose
TOWNSVILLE Ulysses has around 300 names on the National 
Register, yet I’ve only ever seen 40 at our functions. Where 
the heck are they hiding? At the AGM, I’ve run into people 
I’ve not met before, who came from our town! What’s that 
about? It’s a mystery to me. It is possible that some are too 
busy, but there is still a fair number to account for.  We have 
been on many rides with the local members but the AGMs 
we’ve attended have been solitary riding events. It’s hard to 
coordinate a group ride with everyone needing a range of 
requirements for work and family commitments, so it was a bit 
of a surprise when one of our members arranged a seven-day 
ride.

Peter Lucas, our “Weekly Wrap” publisher, put the itinerary 
together and he was surprised when 19 of us were up for the 
adventure! He designed a logo and had patches made. We 
were all given a number and allocated to one of three groups 
that consisted of amicable riders who could accommodate 
any necessities along the way, such as puncture kits, Band-
Aids, battery packs, Swiss army knives, etc. Riding in a big 
group does have limitations and can be a nuisance, especially 
on the outback roads and sharing with the B-doubles. We 
took a section of what is known locally as the Dinosaur Trail. 
The route went west to Hughenden, Winton and Longreach, 
then east to Emerald, on to Belyando Crossing, and finally 
home to Townsville. This was a 1784 kilometre round trip. 
Pete researched and prearranged our accommodation. All we 
had to do was book it, make sure our bikes were serviced, 
top up the credit card and pack a change of undies and our 
toothbrush.  

Let’s go
On our vast variety of bikes, two-wheeled and three, we 
congregated at Caltex Roseneath on the 18th June. Tim and I 
drew lucky last in the third group. Each group left ten minutes 
apart, with us at the rear to assist with any mishaps. I had 
volunteered to be Sergeant at Arms, with the power to impose 
fines for misdemeanours including: bike droppers, credit card 
losers, getting lost, wet, arrested, being too young or too old, 
losing luggage, or for the most outrageous pyjamas. We had 
a lot of laughs and, going by the amount of dobbing that went 
on, it was clear everyone got into the spirit of things, although 
I was demoted to “private” by the time the week was out! 
Rhonda Lynch organised a Poker Run that raised $300, we 
chose the Royal Flying Doctors as a worthy cause, thinking 
that in the event of a mishap we might need them!

At the start: Waiting for the rest to arrive were Kerry 

Parke, Ronda Lynch, Tim Parke, Eddie Gleeson, Dave and 

Polly Ross, Mike Sharp and Don.

RIDING ON 54



The Townsville to Hughenden Caravan Park stretch was fairly 
uneventful, but for three riders dropping their bikes, and one 
unfortunate who lost luggage as well. The plan was to meet at 
the Northern Hotel for dinner. We wined, and dined and I fined my 
fellow companions. “I think I need to watch my back…Glad I’m last 
in the pack.” A passing thought! 

The forecast was for rain and it wasn’t wrong. We kept dry while 
riding, but got caught out walking back from the pub. Apart from 
that, it was a good start to the “Fossil Run”.

We received a right royal welcome when we arrived at North 
Gregory Hotel in Winton. Dinner had been sorted and a special 
spot set for us in the dining -room. “I should be able to ‘get ‘em all’ 
tonight for something”, I thought, as I checked in. 

We were all packed up and getting ready to head off the next 
morning when a young constable was coming out of the pub. I 
winked at him and said, “Excuse me, Sir, we are having trouble here. 
I think you need to sort this bloke out before we get into real strife”. 
In a flash, he grabbed ‘Birdman’ by the wrists and had him spread-
eagled across his bike. Out came the cameras. We needed proof to 
show his wife that someone at least could control him!

The roads have little to offer as far as bends go and I found myself 
thinking about flat spots on my tyres. I could probably do with a 
trip to Tassie to round them off! The horizon looks as though it 
goes on forever out there. Even on an overcast day you still get 
a mesmerising shimmer. I am in awe of the vastness. Everything 
seems BIG…except you on your bike, that is. If you happen to be 
last and the others are out of sight, there is an aloneness that leaves 
you feeling very small. You ride for ages before passing a vehicle.

Most of us took the time for a chat with some Grey Nomads at 
Corfield and Morella. They counted us all and wanted to know what 
we were up to. One of the ladies, Sheila Dunbar, happened to be a 
past Ulyssean from Glen Innes, NSW. She had great delight in telling 
us all about her last ride on their Goldwing, along the Great Ocean 

Wrong arm of the law; John `BirdMan’ Maddy 

falls victim to a prank by a Winton constable.
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Road in 2000. She pulled me up for calling her a Grey Nomad. 
“Have you looked at yourself in the mirror lately?” she asked. 
Waving our new friends goodbye, we took off to catch up with 
our Fossil mates. It was overcast but not threatening; great 
conditions to ride in. 

We stayed two nights at Longreach to ensure we saw all the 
touristy things: Stockmen’s Hall of Fame, Qantas Museum 
and the Cruise on the Thomson River. The cruise was such 
good value for money, and the staff accommodated the 
group’s requirements for two birthdays! On our last night in 
Longreach, we had a BBQ in the park’s camp kitchen. We 
were having such a good time, we even had gatecrashers. 
We shared the birthday cake and they shared condiments 
and their stories! I had to cancel the Grumpiest Old Man (or 
Woman) award. I couldn’t even get a nomination from a wife!

Following the Capricorn Highway we headed for Emerald 
with lots to stop and see on the way: Ilfracombe, Barcaldine, 
Jericho, Alpha and it’s along this road that the scenery 
changes. Instead of the flat, wide open spaces, hills appear. 
The smells change. Dense shadows form. Grass and shrubbery 
line the selvage of the tarmac. About 100 kms from Emerald 
there is a lookout at Drummond Range. A sharp turn left 
off the highway and up a kilometre of tarred track there is 
a splendid view. From there you can see the road ahead, 
winding through the range and crossing a rail track, which 
appears from the west. It too twists and turns its way through 
the hills and valleys. It’s so quiet up there, but I can imagine 
in the deep of night under a velvet blanket of stars, a big ol’ 
coal train chugging its way east and shattering the peace. 

Emerald sports one of the best accommodation packages I 
have come across in Queensland, providing value for money. 
At Discovery Parks, for $116 we got an ensuite room with two-
for-one meal deals. It was State of Origin night, and a lounge 
room was set up for us pretty much to do as we pleased. 
Being the well-behaved Fossils we are, most of us hit the deck 
before the game was over. 

With so many riders and so many kilometres, the odds are 

that something would go wrong somewhere, regardless of 
any well-made plans. One rider found a tyre developing lumps 
where it shouldn’t. He would have replaced it, but none were 
to be found in Emerald, so he decided to ride conservatively 
and make it without incident and that’s exactly what he did! 

After Emerald, our first stop for the day was Clermont for fuel 
and coffee, and a wander through the museum. A quick head 
count, just in case they mistook our mob as exhibits, and it 
was off to Belyando Crossing for the night. 

Staying there was a first for most of us, as it’s usually a lunch 
stop before the home run. The rooms were good enough but 
just not enough of them, so we supplemented beds with a 
couple of pump up mattresses pulled out of panniers. The 
girls bunked in one room while all the boys dispersed over the 
rest of the rooms. It felt a bit like school camp. “It’s only one 
night,” I reassured my ‘fussy who he sleeps with’ husband! 
After the bedding arrangements were settled, all the riders 
congregated around the fire place. Wood had been collected 
for the evening, and a few cans opened already.

Earlier that day, I saw at least 50 brolgas feeding in a freshly 
harvested paddock, and had a close encounter with a wedge-
tailed eagle. I had slowed down so he’d have time to take 
off, but he waited till I was beside him, before he spread 
those wings and left his road kill. For a few seconds he flew 
alongside me before lifting up and away, I ducked to one side, 
as I imagined I could feel his mighty wings. They are such 
magnificent animals, riding beside one is as good as swimming 
with the dolphins, I reckon! After dinner, the fire lit, we settled 
into another round of yarn-spinning. Everyone said how great 
the week had been and the seeds were sown for the next trip. 

Early next morning some of us made a two-hour dash to 
the Towers for breakfast and then the last leg home. It has 
been a while since our group has taken any big trips away. 
Things have changed. Not too many of them like the business 
of putting up a tent these days, but there have been a few 
newbies in the group lately, which has sparked a renewed 
interest in adventure.
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Floating nicely; Enjoying the Thomson River Cruise were 

John Gray. Ron Johnstone and Heather Goodmanson.

Fashion plate; Johnny McLennan cut a fine figure in 
his Bear Cheeks pyjamas.

Our president, Frank McQuirk, sadly could not join us 
in this first Fossil Run, but one of our riders kept him in 
touch and in the know. None of this ‘what happens on 
the ride stays on the ride’ stuff! Well, that’s what Frank’s 
been led to believe at least. Riding with 19 people takes 
commitment to what the Ulysses Clb is all about. 

I witnessed the camaraderie within our group of mates 
as well as with total strangers. I want to be the oldest 
nanna on a bike, and I might need a hand to achieve 
that! The thing that inspires me about our club’s 
members is, no matter what, they just keep riding! 
Cancer treatments, dicky knees, sore shoulders and a 
variety of ailments caused by ‘date of birth’ doesn’t seem 
to stop them. They are an amazing bunch who never give 
in when it comes to having some fun and they watch out 
for each other as well. 

If you are out there holding a membership and not riding, 
get yourself down to wherever your club meet and join 
in with the rest of us “‘Delinquent Fossils”.  It might only 
be for a chat and a coffee, or it may be the beginning of 
your next adventure!

Report and photographs  
by Kerry Parke # 62927
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WIN A Free World On Wheels!

International Motorcycle Tour

Valued at  US$7,500

www.ulyssesclub.org.au
and click on AGM Event Registration

(Terms and Conditions apply)

Register early for the 
Ulysses Club AGM Event at

Port Macquarie - Wauchope, May 2017
and become eligible for this amazing

‘Early Bird Registration’ prize

Spectac
ular So

uth Africa

Awesome Andes

Himalayan Heights

Royal Rajasthan

Moroccan M
agic

Yaks & Yetis

Dalmatian Delights

Turkish Treasures

Tacos ‘n’
 Tequila

Inspiring Iceland
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Lighthouse Beach

come 
explore

Whether you are planning some serious indulgence, buffing up on your history, 
getting the adrenalin pumping or becoming at one with nature, we’ve done all 
the hard work for you and uncovered lots of hidden gems for you to explore.

portmacquarieinfo.com.au

back to nature 
The region is a nature lover’s paradise waiting to be 
explored. Enjoy coastal walks in Port Macquarie and 
Camden Haven, visit Old Bottlebutt the largest red 
bloodwood tree in the southern hemisphere, walk the 
elevated boardwalk amongst the rainforest canopy at Sea 
Acres Nature Reserve and Rainforest Centre.

art and about 
See a show at the award winning Glasshouse or 
Players Theatre, learn about our 200+ year old penal 
history at museums and heritage sites, take in the 
work of local and leading artists at many galleries.

set the pace 
Whether its boutique shopping, scenic  foreshore 
strolls, pamper treatments or relaxed dining, 
everything is within a short walking distance of the 
CBD of Port Macquarie, known as the 10 minute 
walking town.

animal encounters 
Visit the iconic Koala Hospital, ride a camel 
along Lighthouse Beach, marvel at Sea Eagles 
on a Camden Haven Cruise, or get up close and 
personal to the wildlife at Billabong Koala and 
Wildlife Park.

explore our backyard 
Take a 20 minute drive south and discover the 
Camden Haven, where picturesque National 
Parks and peaceful waterways await.  In the west 
is Wauchope and the hinterland the gateway to 
waterfalls, outdoor adventure, boutique shopping 
and lots of country charm.

eat and sip 
Take your taste buds on a journey of local 
flavour in award winning restaurants, savour 
the wines from our 6 wineries, visit boutique 
breweries for a cold ale.  A must do favourite is 
to pick strawberries off the vines at Ricardoes 
Tomatoes and Strawberries and take home 
their delicious produce.

see and do 
With over 52+ activities, attractions and tours you will 
never be lost for something to do. Enjoy a cruise along 
the Hastings and Camden Haven Rivers, visit Timbertown 
Heritage Theme Park, get lost in Bago Vineyards hedge 
maze, take the Hello Koalas Sculpture Trail.

a world of water 
Choose from 17 beaches for beach strolls 
and swimming, cruise our scenic waterways, 
enjoy mild to wild water sports or take in the 
views of waterfront dining.

Camden Haven    Wauchope     Hinter land

Pick up a copy 
of the latest 
visitor guide 
Eat See Do

Greater Port Macquarie 
Visitor Information Centre

Located in the Glasshouse
Cnr Clarence and Hays Streets 
Port Macquarie 

Open 7 days 1300 303 155
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REGISTRATION - ONLINE: Go to www.ulysses.org.au 
and click on the registration link available from the 2017 
AGM Event web page.

REGISTRATION - PAPER FORM: Please complete the 
event registration form and submit with payment details 
to National Administration Office, P.O Box 3242, Narellan 
NSW 2567 or Fax: 02 4647 7740 

or Email: administration@ulysses.org.au

CHEQUES & MONEY ORDERS: Payable to: Ulysses Club 
Inc.

PAYMENT BY DIRECT DEPOSIT:  BSB 062 813 
ACC: 1020 1995 NAME: Ulysses Club Inc

Must include Member Name and Membership Number so 
we can identify your payment

EVENT VENUES: Wauchope Showground is the main 
site for the 2017 AGM Event. It is situated approximately 
20km west of Port Macquarie on the NSW mid-North 
coast. The showground will host the event campground, 
trade show and members’ entertainment venue.  The 
Extended NatCom Meeting will be held at The Wauchope 
RSL and the Annual General Meeting will be hosted at 
Panthers, Port Macquarie.  More details are available 
from the 2017 AGM Event website. http://agm2017.
ulyssesclub.org/  

REGISTRATION FEES: Everyone attending the event 
must pay the applicable registration fee whether they 
are a member or a guest of a member, regardless of the 
amount of days they attend. Each member is allowed to 
register one paid guest (see PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS 
OF AGE section). Members who have not registered to 
attend the event may participate in the Grand Parade 
and gain entry to the Annual General Meeting on 
Saturday.  No day passes will be issued, so please do not 
ask!  Public access to only the event trade 
show will be allowed for an admission fee, 
payable on the day.

CHECK-IN: Due to the introduction of a 
new check-in strategy, the Check-In venue 
is yet to be determined.  It is anticipated 
the location of the Check-In venue will be 
advertised in the next edition of Riding 
On and on the event website.

CANCELLATIONS: A cancellation fee 
of $25.00 per person applies to event 
registration cancellations received either 
verbally or in writing at the National 
Administration Office after 5pm on 7th 
April 2017.

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FEE: Members whose 
registration form and payment is received at the National 
Administration Office before 5PM on Friday, 7th April 
2017 will pay a special, reduced early-bird rate of only 
$100 (Normally $120).

PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE: Persons under 
18 years of age will not be admitted to AGM Event 
venues. (Site Trader Employees and dedicated volunteers 
aged 16 and over may be admitted provided prior 
approval has been granted by the National Committee). 
No person under 16 years of age will be admitted, 
including any children of traders. 

ANIMALS: Companion animals must be registered 
to enter the AGM Event. A $25 registration fee per 
animal is mandatory. Acceptance of companion animals 
attending the 2017 AGM Event is entirely at the 
discretion of the National Committee or the National 
Administration Office Staff. Animals that are registered 
with the National Administration Office will be allowed 
within the Campground area only. Only bona fide Guide 
Dogs (not Companion Animals) will be permitted within 
Trader and Food Service areas. Guide Dogs are exempt 
from the animal registration fee, but prior advice of 
their attendance would be appreciated. Any animal 
which represents a danger or potential hazard to other 
registrants or themselves will not be permitted within 
any AGM Event venue. Registrants who choose to bring 
companion pets to the AGM Event must: 

pre-register their animal with the National Administration 
Office prior to entering any event venue 

agree in writing to comply with the Club’s Companion 
Animal policy 

Ulysses Club Inc. AGM Event 2017 -Monday 22 May to Sunday 28 May, 2017

Port Macquarie Wauchope
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Commemorative Merchandise

Ulysses Club Inc. AGM Event 2017 -Monday 22 May to Sunday 28 May, 2017

Port Macquarie Wauchope

AGM EVENT 2017 STICKER STUBBY HOLDER

WIDE BRIMMED HAT

LADIES JACKET MENS JACKET 

LADIES T-SHIRT MENS T-SHIRT

CAP WITH EMBROIDED LOGO

REFER TO 
GEAR SHOP 
MEASURING 

CHART ON PAGE 
108 TO ENSURE 
YOU ORDER THE 
CORRECT SIZE 
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registration form 
Ulysses Club Inc. 2017 AGM Event Wauchope
Monday 22 May to Sunday 28 May, 2017
$25.00 per person cancellation fee applies
after 5pm Friday, 7th April 2017

MEMBER DETAILS

Surname: Given Name:

Membership No: Preferred Name:

Branch Name: Contact Phone No:

Email for registration correspondence to be sent. (DO NOT LEAVE THIS SECTION BLANK. IF YOU DO’T HAVE AN EMAIL, PLEASE PUT 
YOUR POSTAL ADDRESS) 

Note: Each financial member is entitled to register ONE non-member guest.

GUEST DETAILS

Surname: Given Name:

Membership No (if applicable): Preferred Name:

Branch Name: Contact Phone No:

EVENT REGISTRATION PRICE QTY. TOTALS

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION (Received at NAO* before 5PM, 7 April 2017) Includes 
unlimited entry to Trade show & marquees, event welcome bag & lapel badge.Entries 
received on or before 7 April 2017 will be entered in the World on Wheels Motorcycle 
Tour draw.  (See advertisement in this edition)

$100 $

LATE REGISTRATION (Received at NAO* after 5PM, 7 April 2017) 
Includes unlimited entry to Trade show & marquees, event welcome bag & lapel badge. $120 $

COMPANION ANIMAL REGISTRATION (Please read ‘ANIMALS’ section) Animals Name/s: $25 $

CAMPGROUND REGISTRATION  PRICE QTY. TOTALS

What date do you intend to arrive on site?  Arrival Date: 

 Please reserve 1 (one) UNPOWERED Campsite for me/us.  
If available, my first preference is: 
 A grassed site 
 A horse stable 
 A covered arena site

$130 $

 Please reserve 1 (one) MEDICAL POWER Campsite for me/us.  
 I have supplied a relevant medical certificate to the NAO within the past 12 months 
or 
 I have attached a current certificate issued by a medical practitioner, detailing the 
reasons why I require electrical power at my campsite

$165 $

 Please reserve 1 (one) TENT CITY Campsite for me/us. 
A TENT CITY campsite includes the hire of a pre-erected tent equipped with two single 
beds, mattresses, a LED light and 2 chairs

$315 $

 My registered GUEST is camping on my site with me. $80 $

 I/We require access to a disabled toilet or shower in the campground 
 I/We hold a current Disability Parking Permit issued by a government authority

Please attach proof to this form if a disabled 
vehicle permit is required.

                                                                                                                      
SUB-TOTAL:

$

PLEASE NOTE: 
ONLINE REGISTRATIONS WILL OPEN 1ST OCTOBER 2016  :  WWW.ULYSSESCLUB.ORG
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registration form 
Ulysses Club Inc. 2017 AGM Event Wauchope
Monday 22 May to Sunday 28 May, 2017
$25.00 per person cancellation fee applies
after 5pm Friday, 7th April 2017

DINING (See menu on page 64) PRICE QTY. TOTALS

 I/We will be dining at the Tuesday night ‘Convicts & Wenches’ social 
 I/We require Bus pickup to the Tuesday night social evening $28 $

 I/We will be dining at the Saturday night ‘Governor’s Ball’ dinner 
 I/We require Bus pickup to the Saturday night dinner $37 $

Special Dietary Requirements -  Tick applicable box and make further notes if required

 Coeliac  Diabetic  No Dairy  Nut Allergy  Vegetarian

Please phone the National Administration Office on 1300 134 123 if you have special dietary requirements (not preferences!)

 
NOTE: Accommodation details are required to help us plan bus routes to the social evening and dinner.  Unfortunately, buses cannot pick up 
from all accommodation addresses. (Please read DINNER SHUTTLE BUSES section).  Campground registrants WILL NOT need this service.

My Accommodation name/address is:  

COMMEMORATIVE MERCHANDISE 

PLEASE follow size instructions BEFORE completing this section

No merchandise orders can be accepted after 1 February 2017 due to our supplier’s delivery schedule.   
If merchandise is inadvertently ordered by members after 1 February 2017, a refund will be given.

PRICE QTY. TOTALS

 MENS POLO SHIRT 
With pocket – Short sleeves

 53cm  55.5cm  58cm   60.5cm  63cm 68cm  
 73cm $35 $

 LADIES POLO SHIRT No 
Pocket - Short Sleeve

 42.5cm  45cm  47.5cm   50cm  52.5cm  
 55cm   57.5cm  60cm  64.5cm   69.5cm  
 74.5cm

$35 $

 MENS EVEREST JACKET - 
Micro Fleece

 57cm  59cm  61cm  63cm  66cm  
 72cm  80cm $48 $

 LADIES EVEREST JACKET - 
Micro Fleece

 49cm  52.5cm  56cm 
 59.5cm  63cm  68cm

$48 $

 BUCKET HAT  55cm  58cm  61cm $10

 CAP – One size fits all $10 $

 STUBBY HOLDER $5 $

 CLOTH PATCH $13 $

 STICKER $4 $

SUB-TOTAL (from previous page) $

TOTAL $

CREDIT CARD DETAILS:              MASTER CARD / VISA  Note: No other credit cards accepted          

CARD NO: __  __  __  __  /  __  __  __  __  /  __  __  __  __  /  __  __  __  __   EXPIRY DATE ____  /  ____    
 
CVS:___________(Last 3 digits on back of card)

Name on card:__________________________________________________________ Signature:________________________________

Post or Email all forms and payments to: National Administration Office, PO Box 3242, Narellan NSW 2567 or Fax: 02 4647 7740  
administration@ulysses.org.au All cheques and money orders to be made payable to:  Ulysses Club Inc.

Direct Deposit Payments MUST include Member’s Surname AND Membership Number

BSB: 062 813               ACC Number:  1020 1995           Account Name: Ulysses Club Inc.
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EVENT CAMPGROUND: The campground at the 
Wauchope Showground site is compact in size.  We 
ask for cooperation from all campers so we can 
accommodate as many people on site as possible.  The 
event campground will open on Monday, 22nd May 
2017 at 7am. Only rostered set-up volunteers will be 
allowed access to the site prior to this time.  Volunteer 
registration forms are available from the 2017 AGM Event 
website. http://agm2017.ulyssesclub.org/

CAMPGROUND RATES: Camping fees cover the 
period from 7.00am on Monday 22nd May 2017 until 
10.00am on Monday 29th May 2017.  All rates have 
been calculated to fairly distribute the cost of hiring 
the campground, temporary toilets & showers, security, 
sewage, water and waste removal services. 

If a camp site is shared by two people, both must 
register on the same registration form. No more than 2 
registrants (Member + guest or 2 members) per site. 

UNPOWERED CAMPSITES: In addition to the usual 
unpowered sites in the 'green field' area, we have an 
opportunity to optimise a number of other sites around 
the showground.  Additional sites include camping areas 
that are tucked away and others which will be small 
enough to make your own.  There are an additional 120 
horse stables (approx. 2.5m x 3.0m) and an equestrian 
pavilion that will accommodate a further 30 sites.  Both 
the horse stables and equestrian pavilion boast full-cover 
roofing.

Members may indicate their preferred camping area on 
either the online or Riding On versions of the 2017 event 
registration form.  All sites will be allocated on a first 
paid, first reserved basis.  Applicants will be advised if 
their preferred camping area is already booked out so 
they may nominate a second choice.

GROUP BOOKINGS: Members wishing to camp 
together on unpowered sites only may make a 
group booking for 2 (two) or more unpowered 
campsites.

Unpowered group camping sites will be allocated 
upon receipt by the Campground Coordinator, of 
copies of each groups’ registration receipts.  All 
requests for group bookings must be received no 
later than 5pm Friday 12th May 2017.  It is the 
responsibility of your group leader to follow-up on 
the receipt and acceptance of the request. 

DO NOT post your group booking application to the 
National Administration Office. SEE BELOW; 

GROUP BOOKING APPLICATION PROCEDURE IS: 

1. Each member in the group must be registered to 
attend the AGM Event. 

2. Each member will receive documentation confirming 
their booking. That documentation will show their event 
registration number. 

After each member has received their confirmation 
documentation, the group’s nominated leader must 
write a brief cover letter listing the group’s preferred 
booking name and including each person’s name & event 
registration number. 

 

Please post to: 

The Campground Coordinator 

P O Box 4  
Glenbrook NSW  
2773 

or email to the Campground Coordinator via 
greenmeanstreak@hotmail.com

Campground Coordinators’ Contact Details: 
Jen & Rex Meredith

Email: greenmeanstreak@hotmail.com

Mobile:  
Rex - 0414395457 
Jen - 0450903937
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240 VOLT POWER AVAILABILITY: If you require 
240v power for anything other than a medically certified 
condition (See MEDICAL POWER CAMPSITES section), 
you should seek alternative accommodation.

TENT CITY: Tent City allows members to hire pre-
erected deluxe tents equipped with stretcher bed(s) 
and mattresses for two people, two chairs and a low 
voltage (12v) LED light.  Various other options including 
additional fixtures and bedding may be booked 
separately at http://www.rentatent. com.au/events/
view. Alternatively, members may choose to provide 
their own bedding, sleeping bags, pillows, chairs etc. 
and if required, may post their equipment c/- the event 
Parcel Service facilities listed.

If two people are sharing a TENT CITY structure and 
registering separately, the National Administration Office 
must be given both names & membership numbers. 
NOTE: Bookings for Tent City will close on Friday 28th 
April 2017. No excess tents will be ordered from the 
supplier after that date. 

MEDICAL POWER CAMPSITES: Powered campsites 
are available ONLY for people with MEDICAL 
CONDITIONS WHICH NECESSITATE ACCESS TO A 
POWER SOURCE TO OPERATE MACHINES USED IN THE 
TREATMENT OF A CERTIFIED MEDICAL CONDITION. 

Campers requiring medical power for CPAP or portable 
dialysis machines etc. must attach (or have provided 
within the past 12 months) a medical certificate clearly 
indicating which machine(s) will be used.  If you have 
previously provided a medical certificate which lists this 
information, please note this on the registration form.  
As sites are limited, bookings will be taken on a ‘first in 
first served’ basis.  Unfortunately, powered sites cannot 
be included in a group booking. 

The low amperage circuit provided for medical 
equipment in the campground is inadequate for 
domestic appliance use.  Any member or guest found 
using domestic electrical appliances connected to a 
medical site power circuit risks confiscation of that 
appliance, and may be asked to vacate the event site. 

CARAVANS AND MOTOR HOMES: Due to the limited 
space available in the campground, unfortunately, 
RVs and caravans cannot be accommodated on site 
this year.  Members travelling with motorhomes and 
vans are encouraged to book their site at the nearby 
Timbertown (1.5km) or Breckenridge Farmstay (4km) 
from the event site.

PARCEL SERVICE: There will be a parcel service 
operating for members to send their camping 

equipment to the main event site.  Members may send 
parcels to their home address at the conclusion of the 
event using Australia Post’s C.O.D. service, or a local 
freight company (at member’s cost).

Parcels that COMPLY with Australia Post specifications: 
Australia Post have advised that the maximum parcel 
size allowed is 105cm x105cm with a maximum weight 
of 22kg.  Please post to:

<Your Name>

Ulysses Club - 2017 AGM Event

PO Box 371

Wauchope, NSW 2446

Parcels that DO NOT comply with Australia Post 
specifications: You may make alternative freight 
delivery arrangements if your packaged gear 
exceeds Australia Post specifications.   Please 
freight to:

<Your Name>

Ulysses Club - 2017 AGM Event

c/- Oriel Magnetics

20 Commerce Street

Wauchope, NSW 2446

Collection arrangements for members’ parcels 
will be listed in the Event Information booklet. 
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LAUNDRY FACILITIES: Whilst there are no laundry 
facilities on site, a same day pickup & deliver laundry 
service from a local laundrette will be available from the 
main site.  Details for drop off & collection times will be in 
the event booklet and on display at the Parcels/Laundry 
office at the main site.  There are several self-service, 
coin operated laundrettes in Wauchope & Port Macquarie.

EQUIPMENT BATTERY CHARGING: There will be 
battery charging facilities available at the Event HQ. A 
gold coin fee will be applicable. Members are responsible 
for providing a battery charger with their rechargeable 
phone/tablet/computer etc.

MEALS AND ENTERTAINMENT: Beginning Monday 
22nd May quality meals and snacks will be available 
from reputable vendors at the food court in the main 
event site. Light entertainment will be provided in the big 
marquee every evening throughout the event week.

TUESDAY NIGHT – ‘CONVICTS & WENCHES’ EVENT 
WELCOME & SOCIAL EVENING: On Tuesday evening, 
the event will officially kick off with a sumptuous meal 
prepared and plated by a high quality local Caterer. It 
will be a casual affair where all AGM Event ‘Virgins’ (first 
timers) can meet with other registered members in the 
big marquee. Members are invited to dress according to 
the evening’s theme, ‘Convicts & Wenches’. The menu 
consists of fresh baked damper (GF options available) 
and butter, followed by chicken mignon with native herbs, 
steamed chat potatoes, hot buttered corn on the cob 
and Warrigal spinach and assorted greens salad. Your 
meal must be pre-ordered on the event registration form. 
Members with special dietary requirements should note 
their preferences on the form. Members who choose not 

to pre-order may purchase a quality meal from any of the 
on-site food court vendors and come along to join the fun 
in the big marquee on Tuesday night. 

SATURDAY NIGHT – ‘THE GOVERNOR’S BALL’ 
OFFICIAL EVENT DINNER: The newly elected National 
Committee will be introduced to the members at the 
official event dinner in the big marquee on Saturday 
night. Dinner will be a two course meal, and members are 
invited to dress for the evening’s theme, ‘The Governor’s 
Ball’. The menu for Saturday night is; Slow cooked beef 
sirloin or scotch fillet with prawns in a lemon myrtle 
sauce, steamed green vegetables, roast potatoes and 
fresh baked breads (GF options available) with butter.  
Dessert is an individual box of petit fours per person – 
choc pecan truffle ball GF, macadamia tart, apple almond 
cake GF, Vickers rum and raisin fudge.  Tea and coffee 
will be available.

Saturday night dinner must be pre-ordered on your 
event registration form. Members with special dietary 
requirements should note their preferences on the 
registration form.  Members who choose not to pre-order 
may purchase a quality meal from any of the on-site food 
court vendors and come along to meet the newly elected 
National Committee in the big marquee on Saturday 
night. 

Free buses will operate on both Tuesday & Saturday 
night for pick-up and drop-off within the Port Macquarie-
Wauchope area. Outlying areas may also be considered 
depending on demand. Please provide the address where 
you will be staying on your registration form. The most 
practical bus routes will be defined once we know all 
address locations. If the final route doesn’t go right past 
your front door, you may have to make your way to the 
closest pick-up point to your location. We will endeavour 
to transport the majority of members to and from the 
Wauchope Showgrounds venue, but not everything is 
possible. It may not suit everyone. Please remember, this 
is a free service we are offering to our members.

OTHER ACCOMMODATION & TOURS: There are 
many different forms of accommodation available in 
the Port Macquarie-Wauchope Region.  For all bookings 
and information, contact Greater Port Macquarie Visitor 
Information Centre located in The Glasshouse, Cnr. 
Clarence & Hays Sts. Port Macquarie NSW 2444, Ph. 1300 
303 155.

Special organised bus and boat tours for Ulysses Club 
members are currently being arranged.  Booking 
information will soon be published in Riding On and on 
the event website.



YOUR SHOTS FROM TIME 
ON THE ROAD

MEMBERS  
SNAPS

WE WANT TO SEE YOUR SNAPS!  
SEND TO: EDITOR@ULYSSES.ORG,AU
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F
irst up is Micheal Moran, manager of Honda Australia 
Rider Training (HART) in Victoria, who looks at the GLS 
and what it means for motorcycle licensing.

INTRODUCTION of the GLS in Victoria is welcomed 
as it addresses the deficiencies of the previous training 
arrangement. If one looks back at the previous minimum 
standards required, it could be argued that these did not 
adequately prepare a new rider for the challenges of riding on 
the road. Although the end tests were standard, there were 
significant differences in the training offered prior to testing 
by each training provider. For example, the training offered to 
obtain a learner permit varied from a two day, 14 hour training 
and assessment course to a ‘test only’ option involving no 
training at all that might run for only one hour.

GLS has introduced a standardised curriculum that all training 
providers must deliver. It involves a compulsory two day 
learner permit course, which trains new riders on how to 
ride a motorcycle and also how to keep themselves safe 
when they get out on their own. The practical skills that are 
developed have been chosen because they are critical to 
building confidence and control for novice riders. There is 
a strong focus on the mental side to riding such as tactics 
and strategies, plus the mindset required to be a safe and 
competent rider. As part of the assessment process, riders are 
now taken on a road ride, where previously all training and 
assessment was conducted on a training range.

Short cuts no longer apply 
It had been argued that dirt bike or experienced riders should 
be able to complete a shorter version of the training as they 
could already ride. However, it had become apparent to 
Vicroads when looking through crash data for learner permit 
and restricted licence riders, that those with previous riding 
experience prior to getting their learners or licence, had a 
much higher crash risk than complete novices. It was not clear 
the exact reason for this, although it may be that those riders 
chose the ‘test only’ route to their licence and therefore had 
no training on roadcraft or were overconfident in their abilities 
because they could ‘already ride’. It was decided that all riders 
must complete the two day learner course as this will fill in the 
gaps.

Between being issued a learner permit and attempting the 
licence assessment, riders must complete a 3.5 hour training 
session known as a ‘check ride’. The check ride continues 
to build on the skills learners develop during the two day 
course and to prepare them for the licence assessment. The 
‘check ride’ continues the development of the core riding 
techniques on the range and then progresses onto the road 
for an extended road ride. At each stop on the road route, 
feedback is given to the riders on their performance dealing 
with the situations on the road and a discussion is had around 
how we can deal with the five major crash types for novice 
motorcyclists. The aim of these discussions is to develop 
the strategies and tactics to deal with these situations and 
accelerate the learning process.

Three months from when the learner permit was issued, 
and one month after the check ride is complete, the licence 
assessment can be attempted. A brief check of riding skills is 
completed on the range before progressing onto the road. The 
on-road assessment focuses on how a rider keeps themselves 
safe on the road, such as their observation skills, the space 
they keep around them from potential threats and other 
vehicles, speed and following the road rules.

Better and safer riding outcomes 
The greater consistency and higher standards of the new 
licence system is already resulting in improved outcomes for 
all new riders. The learner course lays a great foundation 
for the check ride to build upon and the licence assessment 
confirms that riders have the skills to continue to safely enjoy 
their riding. Feedback we are getting from riders who have 
completed the new training is that with the first, and most 
nerve-racking, ride on the road with an instructor makes a big 
difference in how confident they feel and they can’t wait to get 
back out there.

With the huge range of LAMS bikes available, the quality and 
availability of riding gear, lane filtering becoming legal and 
the improved licensing training and assessment requirements, 
there has never been a better time to start riding in Victoria. If 
you have been putting it off, or know someone who has been, 
now is the time to get into it. Stay safe.

Obtaining a motorcyclists licence has changed from the days of 
“riding to the corner and back”, and in this issue we talk to some 
leading exponents of rider instruction. One of the most significant 
changes has been Victoria’s introduction of the Graduated Licensing 
System (GLS).

Micheal Moran 

Big changes in rider training



YOU have got your licence, and as we all know, now that you 
ride a motorcycle you are smarter, funnier, sexier and better 
looking than the average person.

You love riding with your mates and there is always that one 
rider in the group who makes it look so easy and effortless 
and you think, “How do they do it?” You want to be smoother, 
faster, safer and more confident on the bike too. You’ve 
read books, magazines, blogs, trawled forums and watched 
youtube videos on how to be a better rider. Sometimes it helps 
and sometimes it is just confusing or contradictory.

When trying to apply a skill in the real world, there are often a 
lot of finer details which are not relayed in text or video. This 
may not be because the ‘teacher’ does not know these things, 
they may have left them out to keep it simple and to the 
point. These finer points can be the difference between really 
getting it or feeling like something is missing.

When you have an experienced and critical eye, that can see 
what’s missing and convey that to you in a way that will make 
a difference, this is when ‘ah ha’ moments happen and your 
riding is changed forever. A trainer’s critical eye can see things 
that the average person will not even know are there. 

Practising to perfection 
The more you practice and refine a skill, the more depth and 
nuance that you find. This depth allows finer and more precise 
control, an increased feel, greater smoothness and a better 
understanding of where the limit is. As you polish and refine 
the technique more ‘layers’ are found and subtle variations 
may begin to arise. As you further internalise the technique, 
more mental ‘space’ is freed up. 

As the old saying goes, “Practice makes perfect.” How do you 
know if you are doing the right kind of practice? Wouldn’t it 
be a terrible waste to refine a skill to the point that it became 
internalised and unconscious, to only find out that it was not 
the best way for you to do it? There are so many opinions 

out there, some of them louder than others, and many 
contradictory.  Do you want to put your skill development 
in the hands of someone on an internet forum? At least this 
article is in print.

Nothing beats the `in the moment’ feedback and coaching 
you get in a hands on training course. You may never work 
out the ‘missing links’ in your riding on your own or with 
your mates.  The real life demonstrations of technique, the 
ability to practice and receive instant, relevant feedback, the 
opportunity to have your questions answered and that ‘critical 
eye’ are crucial to accelerating the learning process. It doesn’t 
get much better than a day riding and being better at the end 
of the day than you were at the beginning.

The path to enlightenment begins with checking the ego 
and adopting the ‘beginners mind.’ Seeking out the skills of 
an experienced riding instructor is easily done by finding a 
motorcycle training provider and booking into a course you like 
the sound of. Don’t be afraid to complete a course you have 
previously done, as you will be a different rider and therefore 
get different things out of the course.

This is the part where I tell you to go do a HART course, so 
here it comes;  
“Go do a HART course”. Now of course who you do your 
training with is up to you, I should just let you know that 
HART is part of Honda and as such, is part of a global network 
of motorcycle training providers in 37 countries. Honda 
has been training motorcycle riders since 1964 and trains 
approximately 4,000,000 people each year. HART regularly 
sends instructors to Japan and overseas to increase their skills 
and to improve what we do here in Australia.

I can’t wait to see you on a course soon.

Micheal Moran 
Honda Australia Rider Training

the elusive next level
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All in your head? It is according to Moto DNA, 
who frequently look beyond the obvious, as Mark 
McVeigh explains.  
 
RIDING a motorcycle well and with longevity 
requires three primary elements. 
Good skill, road-craft (or race-craft) and the right 
mental approach. We set about achieving the 
right mental approach using mindfulness.

Mindfulness is the practice of bringing 
your attention to the internal and external 
experiences occurring in the present moment.

High performing companies such as Adobe, 
Facebook and Google now have their own 
meditation groups to practise mindfulness, 
improving the health and mental performance of 
their employees.

Alien example

We can use mindfulness to not only improve 
personal well-being, but also our motorcycle 
riding performance. Often, we look to the 
`aliens’ of motorcycling in MotoGP to see how 
riding is done well.

Jorge Lorenzo is a famous case. The once fiery 
and temperamental Spaniard suddenly became a 
smooth, calm and ultra focused athlete, virtually 
overnight.

How did he do it?

Lorenzo spent the off-season studying a mindful 
relaxation exercise system called Sophrology to 
improve his concentration and motivation. Today, 
no other rider is as focused as the almost robot 
like Lorenzo.

Focus

So how do we start improving our motorcycle 
riding through mindfulness? 
It begins with focus and attention. This is easy 
to say and tricky to actually do.

Our best students, the riders that improve out of 
sight, display certain traits. They are not digitally 
distracted by their phones or constantly talking 
to their mates.

They listen, attentively and are fully immersed 
in the feeling of energized concentration. They 
have focus, and you can too.

HeadGym

As going to the gym builds muscle, mindfulness 
builds strength in your attention span. If you can 

Mind Games

learn to harness and improve the quality of your own attention the spin 
offs can be significant.

The ultimate result is to experience the mental state that Psychologists 
call ‘flow’ or being in the ‘zone’. Once you experience flow you wont 
want to go back. When we perform well the dopamine kicks in and we 
get motivated to go to the next level. It’s a reward system that’s keeps 
on giving.

Our road rider students start to experience ‘flow’ initially through one 
or two corners that start to click, right through to our racers race long 
‘zone’ at world championship level.

Once you have committed to mindfulness and improving your 
concentration and focus, the next step is to work on the detail and 
techinique.

How precise and consistent is your bike positioning? Where are your 
eyes looking? Is your inside arm too stiff? Are you holding the bars too 
tight? Is your core engaged? What’s your degree of focus? However, 
that’s another chapter in your riding story.
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As national training and 
development manager at 

Stay Upright, Max Thompson 
might be expected to have 

some opinions on rider safety.

He does, and he echoes Micheal 
Moran’s welcome to the complete 

overhaul of the licence training and 
assessment program in Victoria. 

STAY Upright has been significantly involved in the 
development and implementation of that program. The new 
system has been in use since April this year, receiving great 
feedback from riders and trainers alike.

VicRoads’ new three tier motorcycle licence training and 
assessment program was researched and developed by Teresa 
Senserrick of the University of NSW with colleagues and Stay 
Upright providing support, for and on behalf of VicRoads.

Pic: Max Thompson  Queensland is also implementing a new 
system, starting on the 1st of October, 2016. Queensland’s 
changes come from recommendations made in the 2012 
Parliamentary Commission and lessons learnt in the Victorian 
program.

Other states looking to revise their programs in the near 
future are Tasmania due to a not so good trend over the last 
decade, and Western Australia in the next few years as part of 
their Towards Zero commitment.  

Main reason for these new systems is the high incidence of 
single vehicle crashes by motorcyclists of all ages. Further, 
there was a great difference in the chosen approach to 
training methodology & technique across different accredited 
providers in both states. 

GREATER CONSISTENCY THE GOAL
Previously, assessment of riders in the Victorian system 
was purely on skills related to controlling the bike, rather 
than controlling the situations you ride in. Defensive riding 
principles were only addressed in a theoretical manner, if at 
all, and in off-road environments. Queensland has already 
done on-road training for many years, but again differing 
concepts were taught by providers. 

It has been recognised that there is a need for consistency 
in content and application across all providers. Need is also 
evident for better communication and training of road-craft 
strategies and tactics. These principles both rely on, and 
influence, attitude and therefore our on road behaviour. 
Training is supported by on-road coaching and assessment 
across both mental and physical skill. 

The new systems do vary, however both have three stages 
that combine the previous control skills with the higher order 
skills of road-craft technique. Licence assessment now is 
checking on-road behaviour, rather than just physical skill.

Feedback from new riders taking part in the on-road training 
has been overwhelmingly positive; they are far more confident 
venturing out on-road for the first time with an instructor, than 
they would have been on their own or supervised by a friend.

For some trainers and training organisations these changes 

have meant considerable change to their systems and 
business models, however there will be no improvement in the 
nasty side of riding without a significant shift in thinking.

NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN
For returning and experienced riders, similar riding strategies 
are taught, but clearly, at a higher level. Intermediate and 
advanced training courses work well in these areas, to refresh 
and/or polish up existing skills. The volumes and mix of traffic 
on road has dramatically changed over the last 20 to 30 years; 
time frames that are quite common absentee periods for 
Ulysseans. These changes alone give rise to the value of such 
“refresher” training.

We also forget basics and can fall into habits that are easy 
in our everyday riding, but fall short in certain situations. It 
is difficult for us to self-analyse, therefore a skilled trainer 
observing and offering feedback is more capable of identifying 
and assisting in correcting minor flaws that creep in to our 
riding.

It is also fair to say that many riders in the Ulysses group 
may never have had any formal training; this does not mean 
they are a bad rider. In fact the contrary is true if they are 
still enjoying their riding, however, everyone can pick up 
something in a training program. Ideas may be confirmed or 
clarified, new concepts or different ways of approaching a 
riding task are always enjoyable to discuss.

Adventure riding is another area of growing interest amongst 
Ulysseans. Primarily the riders come from the on-road-only 
riding group and frequently get very surprised when they 
venture on to unsealed roads on a large and heavy adventure 
bike. Adventure training courses are not like a motocross 
school, rather a let’s ride around Australia program. Such 
courses are really great fun, and invaluable to the new off 
road tourer.

Stay Upright have always focussed on attitude and defensive 
principles throughout our 35 year history, we take this 
component of training very seriously. We run dedicated 
seminars to impart knowledge and skill in this area, and it is 
integrated into all our training programs. Riders need to take 
responsibility for their own wellbeing, the thinking side of 
riding is what keeps us safe, hence we believe this is of the 
greatest importance. 

Ulysses Club offers a rebate to members for $80 
reimbursement for any “approved” rider training. Members 
are entitled to claim once every 3 years.  Given that 3 years 
membership is just $110-00, this means that a membership 
costs next to nothing. Stay Upright courses are eligible, 
naturally.

We also cater to riders looking to ride in a controlled 
environment at a Ride Day, this is a fun day without structured 
training that includes informal coaching and presentations 
throughout the day. You can participate in the coaching or just 
enjoy the day with your friends, with no traffic beyond fellow 
riders, and all going in the same direction!

Max Thompson 
Stay Upright - National Training & Development 
Manager.

STAY UPRIGHT
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Members Stories of random acts of kindness  

Have you ever 
noticed that when 
someone does a 
good turn and you 
thank them, they 
often say…”ah well, 
anyone would have 
done it”. But would 
anyone?

In May this year 
Brian, a potential 
new member of 
older years, came 
along on a Fleurieu 

Branch ride.  All went well until after the ride, 
when Brian stopped to refuel.  He had not used this 
service station before and misjudged the entrance, 
resulting in a fall.  

Two of our members, Trevor Staples #57421 and 
Gary Hollis #58340, happened to arrive moments 
later. They telephoned for an ambulance and waited 
with Brian, but then they took that next step. 

Taking charge of his riding gear and house keys, 
they organised for his bike to be picked up on a 

motorbike trailer by Trevor’s son (who is a shift 
worker and was in bed!)  They then transported 
Brian’s motorbike and riding gear to his garage; 
safe and sound. (OK, the bike wasn’t sound as such 
because it could not be ridden….but it couldn’t be 
stolen either). Trevor and Gary locked everything 
up and deposited the key with Brian’s neighbor.

These latter-day Sir Galahads were joined by other 
members returning from the ride, every one of 
them stopped to see if they could assist. 

When I visited Brian in hospital, he was bruised 
and battered and had a bit of nerve damage but 
was otherwise unharmed. His main concern was his 
bike and riding gear, so he was overwhelmed by the 
actions of Trevor and Gary. 

It’s easy to say it’s the Ulysses spirit and anyone 
would have done it, but it’s actually doing it that 
counts. Well done guys, we are truly proud of you 
both!!!!

PS; their riding names are Dirt Track and GPS – but 
that’s another story!

Julie Hendrickx  #47180

RETURNING to his home in Tasmania from Melbourne 
at the start of August, Peter Wright #34391 was looking 
forward to a new lease on life after undergoing major 
heart surgery. 

He arrived at an empty house, however, as his wife of 
25 years had chosen this time to leave him without any 
warning.
Finding himself in a very dark place, he was unsure how 
to carry on, but said he was saved by the spirit of Ulysses 
in the form of Mike Viney #38370, and he wanted to 
express his appreciation. 

“If it had not been for Mike and his wife Jan, I’m really 

not sure how I would have finished up,” said Peter.
“Mike and Jan  really stepped up to the mark, phoning 
and visiting me regularly to check that I was okay. I 
wasn’t at first, I really didn’t know how to continue and 
might not have if it had not been for Mike and Jan.”
Of course, it was seen as “no big deal” by Mike, who said 
he and Jan were both glad to help their mate through his 
hard time.

Just another good example of Ulysseans stepping up to 
help a clubmate in trouble. 

RUOK?
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The Joey is quick & easy 60 second setup with 
a queen size bed. The Boomer is easy to setup, 

with both annexes it is a roomy 5830mm x 
3300mm and very comfortable, light weight.

Made for motorbikes or small cars. 
Many extra options available. 

Phone Ray 0429 890 830 
email acrossozcampers@telstra.com

www.acrossozcampers.com

Joey Boomer

RIDE FOR 
LONGER

NATURAL  
COMFORT

•	Custom-fit	guaranteed

•	Prompt	mail	order	service	

•	Warm	in	winter,	cool	in	summer

•	Water-proof	covers	available

49	Queen	Street	Berry	NSW	2535
Ph		02	4464	2081						Fax	02	4464	3344

info@goodwool.com.au

Member	discounts	available

HAND-MADE  
IN AUSTRALIA

10303_goodwool_ad120x90_FA.indd   1 23/01/12   3:34 PM

Qualifi ed technicians with many years of service across 
all brands including BMW, Ducati, Harley-Davidson, 
Honda, Triumph, Yamaha, Suzuki and many more.

Modern facilities and diagnostics for minor to major 
servicing and engine rebuilds.

You can also book your motorcycle on line. www.penrithmotorcycles.com.au 
or email service@penrithmcc.com.au for spares@penrithmcc.com.au for sales@penrithmcc.com.au

For Great Prices On New Motorcycle Sales, Service, Spare Parts 
and  Accessories check out our website or call 

02-4721 4439
Trade-Ins Welcome • Spare Parts Trade Customers Welcome

139 Blaikie Road Jamisontown NSW 2750 (Near Penrith) 

Pe
nrith Motorcycle Centre

Sales • Service • Spares

SERVICING MOTORCYCLES 

OVER 20 YEARS OLD A SPECIALTY 

D/
L#
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27
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“BRECKEN-RIDGE”
FARMSTAY & CABIN PARK

YOUR HOSTS
BARRY & SHIRLEY BRECKENRIDGE

PHONE:
65 85 2303
MOBILE: 

0418 416 528

www.breckenridgefarm.com.au

Located less than a 5 mintue ride to the Wauchope  
Showground CBD and 15 minutes to Port Macquarie

Onsite Accommodation Options  
- Self contained Cabins
- Camping and Tent Sites 
- RV and Caravan Sites 
- Bunkhouse
- Accessible Options

Facilities
- Mini Mart 
- Onsite Dining Options
- BBQ Areas
- Laundry 
- Dump Site 

ad Aug 2016.indd   1 28/08/2016   8:40 PM
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IF I get a bee in my bonnet about something, I research and 
study it to within an inch of its life before making a decision on 
the appropriate course of action. Such was the case with our 
trip to Launceston for the AGM Event. We’d never undertaken 
a journey of such distance before. Sure we’d done day trips, 
and weekends away on the bike, but they were small-fry 
compared to this. Consequently I learned a lot about efficient 
packing, what you need to take with you and what you can 
actually leave behind.

Please note, The Pillion and I stayed at bed accommodation, 
such as B&Bs, caravan park cabins, or at the homes of friends 
or relatives, so this is not about camping. 

So what did I learn? 
 
Caravan park cabins 
You might consider cabins as a cost-effective way of sleeping 
in comfort that can be a little cheaper than a hotel or B&B, 
especially if you’re travelling in a group. Most have an en-suite 
shower and toilet built into the cabins, with soap and towels 
usually provided. For convenience, a cabin is hard to beat.

Top Box And Panniers 
We packed our clothing in gym bags carried in his and hers 
panniers. This allowed us to leave the cases on the bike and 
take the bags out when we stopped. Tie a ribbon or some 

other identifier to one of the bags so you know which is which. 
We used the bags to carry our shopping as well. Overnight 
clothing, medication, first-aid kit, iPady, spare jocks and socks 
were also carried in a gym bag in the top box.

In addition to what we were wearing we took four days’ 
change of clothes including long johns or thermals (legs only); 
one long sleeve T-shirt or sloppy joe (can be worn by itself 
or as a thermal under/over shirt); three short sleeve T-shirts; 
one polo shirt (for RSL clubs or other places that require 
collared shirts for entry); four pairs of (thick) socks (stuff ‘em 
in your spare shoes - sand shoes, not track shoes which are 
too bulky and don’t squash down; four pairs of jocks; one pair 
of flip-flops for use in public showers; extra kevlar jeans or 
cargo pants (Cargo pants will get you into most RSL clubs, 
jeans not always); one pair of shorts (These can double as 
swimming trunks or pyjamas, and wear your dirty T-shirt as a 
pyjama top or a clean one ready for the next day if you like); 
and one thinsulate-lined neck warmer for cold days.

You might take summer gloves and winter ones as well. 
You should consider rain mittens if your normal gloves 
are not waterproof  –  they are worth their weight in gold 
on a cold, wet day. Our rain gear was stored in a Sea To 
Summit Dry Pack occy-strapped on the top box for easy 
access. Thermal liners for riding jackets and a jumper or 
other warm jacket were also stored in a Dry Pack on top 
of our top box.

PACKING 
RIGHT FROM 
THE START

What to pack and how to pack it – we’ve all faced that 
question before a long trip. A check list would help, and 
here’s a beauty from Adam Jaroszuk. 
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Toiletries 
Full size microfibre travel towels are absorbent and they dry fast and pack 
small. Other items are: roll-on deodorant; tooth brush in a zip-lock bag; 
small travel size toothpaste - buy a new one if you need to along the way; 
small travel soap in a zip-lock bag; headache pills; small travel pack of wet 
wipes - not just for your face and hands as you can use it to wipe your err…. ; 
medications/ prescriptions; manicure set if you plan on travelling for more than 
a few weeks; and a small emergency sewing kit. 
 
Tank Bag 
Put an In Case Of Emergency (I.C.E.) card in the clear pocket of your tank bag 
with all your details and information about who to contact in the event of an 
accident or other serious event. 
 
Other items might include a small microfibre cloth for cleaning your visor (saliva 
works as a defogger and will remove the most stubborn of bugs); puncture 
repair kit and electric air pump; tyre pressure gauge; pocket knife; average size 
Philips screwdriver; average size flat-bladed screwdriver; metric (or imperial as 
the case may be) Allen keys (tie these together with several rubber bands - you 
never know when you might need a rubber band) 
 
Open-end / ring spanners metric 5 -18mm (or imperial 1/4″ -3/4″) and rubber 
band these together as well;  roll of insulation tape; small roll of extra heavy-
duty double-sided tape; small torch/flashlight;  and a small tube of super glue.  
If your bike does not already have a cigarette lighter wired in somewhere, I 
recommend you get one fitted. That lighter will give you a place to power your 
air compressor from, in the event of a flat tyre.  
 
It will allow you to charge gadgets on the fly by connecting a USB converter (12 
volt to 5 volt) to your phone charger. Most phones and other electronic gadgets 
are 5 volts (you need to check this for yourself, don’t take my word for it) and 
if all your gadgets are 5 volts then you will only need ONE charger. The USB 



fitting is the same for all cables and will fit your ONE charger. The higher the 
amps the faster it charges, but don’t exceed more than two amps as it can 
create more heat while charging. You should check your charging cables to 
see if some (all if you’re lucky!) are interchangeable between gadgets. 

Other essentials 
Chain lube can be carried but I’ve since invested in a Tutoro Automatic Chain 
Oiler, which is more cost-effective, lasts longer and takes up no space in the 
bags.  
 
For your camera, carry extra data cards and batteries, either alkaline or 
NiMH (plus charger). Other possibles include sunscreen; note pad and pen; 
sunglasses and or reading glasses with case; glucose jelly beans for when 
you need an energy boost (chocolate melts!); and water (This cannot be 
stressed enough as the sun combined with the wind blast you get while 
riding will dehydrate you very quickly); a hockey puck for your side stand (to 
cope with possible soft parking spots); full set of spare keys for your bike, 
locks etc. (For security, you could give these to a travelling companion to 
carry); assorted cable ties; half a dozen zip-lock-bags big enough to put your 
phone in during a down pour, because your pocket is NOT waterproof; and 
lastly cash – not everyone will accept credit cards or EFTPOS.

Getting memories home 
So you’ve fallen in love with that hanging “whatsit” but it’s far too big to 
shove down your jacket or put in your panniers. What do you do? Send it 
via post or courier to your home. Remember to make the delivery address 
and return address the same. In this way if it gets lost in the post, it’ll still 
find its way home. 
 
Launceston was a long ride and this has been a long spell of writing. It’s by 
no means complete, but I hope you can get something out of it. 
 
Cheers -  
Adam Jaroszuk   
#61527

Other possibles 
include sunscreen; 
note pad and pen; 
sunglasses and or 
reading glasses with 
case; glucose jelly 
beans for when you 
need an energy boost 
(chocolate melts!); 
and water (This 
cannot be stressed 
enough as the sun 
combined with the 
wind blast you get 
while riding will 
dehydrate you very 
quickly)
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MOTORCYCLE

GR
EA

T AMERICAN

TOURING

You know, the LIST of things that you’ve always
wanted to do, on a motorcycle or otherwise.
Route 66 - America’s Main Street - still stretches
2,448 fascinating miles from Chicago to Los An-
geles, just as it has since 1926. But with each
year that passes, a little more fades away.
On Route 66, the magic is in the STOPS, the

local history
and people
you'll meet
along the
way. It's an
immersion in a view of America
that’s not much changed since the
last century.
Keep filling the bucket - join us for
fourteen days in June, 2017!

Details and pricing on Route 66,
Pacific Coast, Sturgis Bike Week,
Yellowstone, the Canadian Rockies
and other FANTASTIC Rides - Guided
or Self-Guided are on our website.

Prefer to do your own tour? We have
great rates on motorcycle hire.

A Ride for
the Bucket
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Camino de 
Santiago 
T H E  L O N G  W A L K

Ken and Jenny Oliver 

In a twist on our Club’s 
motto, riding had nothing to 
do with the journey of this 
septuagenarian couple.
They walked 800 kilometres 
of a revered pilgrimage trail. 
And just for the record, 
neither is of the Roman 
Catholic faith
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“ARE WE CRAZY? WE ARE AT 
LEON IN SPAIN WITH NO SPANISH 
LANGUAGE SKILLS, IT’S RAINING, 
JENNY, MY WIFE OF 50 YEARS, 
NEEDS MEDICAL ATTENTION AND 
IT’S SUNDAY.”
She can hardly walk and we have been lost trying to find a 
hospital.

We now stand at the reception desk of the hospital, where the 
clerks can’t understand us because of our lack of Spanish. In 
the language confusion, they immediately assume two things. 
One, we are stupid, and two, we are deaf.

At our ages of 75 and 73, why are we here in such desperate 
circumstances?

It started two and a half years ago, when by chance we 
watched a video called The Way, about a Pilgrims Walk across 
northern Spain. Called the Camino de Santiago, the Way of 
St James, it has been walked by pilgrims since the thirteenth 
century and possibly earlier. There are several routes that 
start at different points in Europe, all finishing at the Santiago 
Cathedral where the remains of Saint James are entombed.

That video was so inspiring that Jenny and I decided to 
attempt the walk. Our training began with six kilometres per 
day, building gradually to daily walks of 24 kms, over several 
months we prepared for the journey.

Our chosen starting point was St Jean Pied de Port, a town 

in southern France at the base of the Pyrenees, a route of 
800 kms. We register and receive our passports, which are 
stamped at significant points along the Camino and must be 
shown at the end of the walk as proof of the journey. Our first 
day sees us cross the Pyrenees and arrive at Roncesvalles, 
where we spend the night in an old monastery run by Dutch 
monks. We were totally exhausted and wondering; Why are 
we here? Are we too old, too fragile, too stupid?

After breakfast the next morning, things are looking much 
better as we walk past the sign that tells us it is another 790 
kms to Santiago. Two days later we are in Pamplona and are 
now in the “Camino mode” of walk, eat, sleep, walk. Jenny 
finds a cheeky red hat as we leave Pamplona, and we climb to 
Alto del Perdon, a significant on the Camino where we have 
photos taken with an array of steel plate statues of pilgrims.

Walking from town to town, our fitness improves and our 
speed reaches four kms an hour, at Los Arcos we have 
covered 160 kms, so we are gaining confidence in our ability 
to finish the Camino.

Jenny cooks dinner each night and invites other pilgrims 
to join us, making even more friends this way. We stay at 
albergues, or rest centres, most of which are operated by 
municipal councils and offer communal sleeping with up to 50 
bunks to a room. No dinner is provided, and only a meagre 
breakfast, but it is cheap enough at just five euros per night. 
We walked through many small towns that seemed quite 
deserted, yet big stone churches dominate every village, no 
doubt as a result of the Camino’s long history of pilgrimage. 

Autumn approaches and the days grow shorter, so we 
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start early each morning in the dark and frost. 
One morning, we missed a direction sign in 
the darkness and had to backtrack about four 
kilometres. We were told that of those who start 
the Camino, only about 50 percent finish the Way 
of St James. Many pilgrims sustain such injuries 
as sprains, blisters, sunstroke, exhaustion, some 
have even died. The most common complaint was 
inflamed tendons of the foot; Jenny had tendonitis, 
hence our frustrating visit to the hospital.

Jenny and I walk on, and the towns are falling 
behind us; Logrono, Burgos, Sahagun, Leon, we 
have now covered 490kms. At the town of Rabanal 
we meet a young Australian girl, who now walks 
with us, and for fun we introduce her to other 
pilgrims as our granddaughter.

Then we climb the highest mountain of the Camino 
and are euphoric at our achievement, it must be all 
downhill from here. Ha ha ha, but the mountains 
are still in front of us.

We continue walking, on and on, and finally after 
42 days our passports receive the final stamp, we 
are greatly excited to finish in good health. The 
cathedral is visited and St James’ crypt is viewed, 
we are mesmerised by a huge brass brazier that 
is swung at the completion of a Mass, a deeply 
moving and spiritual experience.

At our ages of 75 and 73, we are both proud of 
ourselves for overcoming the hardships and trials 
(I lost my credit card in Paris on the very first day). 
We completed the 800 kilometres of the Camino 
de Santiago in September and October 2015. Now 
we are planning our next Camino.

Ken and Jenny Oliver  
#7411.

Jenny and I walk on, and 
the towns are falling 
behind us; Logrono, Burgos, 
Sahagun, Leon, we have 
now covered 490kms. At 
the town of Rabanal we 
meet a young Australian 
girl, who now walks with us, 
and for fun we introduce 
her to other pilgrims as our 
granddaughter.



RIDING ON 82

Kangaroo Island is a part of South Australia, an island of 4,600 
people, sitting just off the tip of the Fleurieu Peninsula. We 
have limited sealed roads, but you can still do an enjoyable 
loop around the main body of the island and visit some great 
locations, which I decided to do in one day.

I started the day by topping up the tank at the Caltex servo in 
the main town, Kingscote, so that I wouldn’t need to stop for 
fuel again during the day. I ride a Triumph Thunderbird with a 
range of about 350km, which is enough for this ride, but fuel 
is available at Vivonne Bay and Parndana if your tank is not so 
big. 

The day started out cloudy with rain forecast, so I donned 
the waterproofs in anticipation of a drenching. Heading out of 
town on the Playford Highway I turned right at Cygnet River 
and on towards Parndana, a soldier settler town, about 30km 
from Kingscote.

Parndana has a great country pub and a couple of shops that 
serve pretty good coffee and cakes, but I passed through 
town and travelled another 6km to the Stokes Bay turn off. 
Stokes is a great little cove with a secret passage through the 
rocks to a magnificent sandy beach. Stokes Bay Road takes 
you through some beautiful, lush farmland and wends its way 
down to the shore where there is a shop, a caravan park and 
a few shacks.

Unfortunately the shop was shut, so no ice cream today. After 
a short stop I mounted up and back tracked to the Playford 
Highway, where I turned west and headed toward Cape Borda 
on the northwestern tip of the island. As lovely as Cape Borda 
is, the last 20km are unsealed, so I turned south on the West 
End Highway, a lovely winding road through open farmland 
and national park, to meet up with the South Coast Road, just 
at the entrance to the Flinders Chase National Park. 

MY WINTER RIDE 
AROUND THE BLOCK

When you live on a 
small island, you 
have to make do 
with the roads you 
have in your own 
back yard. Steve 
Dixon did just that, 
and tells us all 
about his ride.
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It is a pleasant, slow cruise, to the visitor centre and 
café where I stopped for lunch. Joe, the Chase Café 
proprietor, is a great bloke with a real community spirit. 
He continues to employ a chef and two or three other 
staff during the winter months, even though tourist 
numbers are down and he is probably losing money. After 
a tasty “Chase Hamburger” I ride the narrow, winding, 
road down to Admiral’s Arch and stop for a couple of 
photos of the rugged coastline. The sea is rough and I am 
reminded of the great days I spent on the deck of a cray 
boat around these waters.

On the move again, through the national park and back 
on to the South Coast Road I cruise along to Seal Bay, and 
along the way I pass the Rustic Blue Café & Gallery and 
Vivonne Bay general store. Rustic Blue is run by Smiley and 
Coralie, who are great hosts and big supporters of the Black 
Dog One Day ride. They have recently begun offering guided 
rides for visiting bikers to ensure that they get the most out 
of their visit to this beautiful island.

Seal Bay is one of South Australia’s best known tourist 
attractions, a place I am proud to say, was started by my 
own father, Don Dixon. He first drove his old Packard full of 
visitors along what was then a rough bush track, to see the 
seals lounging on the sandy beach. Dad was instrumental 
in protecting the seals from interference by the growing 
number of visitors.  

From there it was time to head back to Kingscote and 
home, but not before stopping at the new K.I. Brewery, 
just out of town on the North Coast Road, for one of Mike’s 
great hand-crafted beers. All up it’s a ride of about 280km 
on, mostly, good sealed roads in a great part of the state. 
The weather behaved and, even though it was a cold day, 
I enjoyed the ride immensely.   

Kangaroo Island is accessible from the mainland by Sealink 
Ferries, leaving from Cape Jervis and landing at the very 
pretty Penneshaw on the eastern end of the island. Two 
ferries run numerous crossings all year round.

Stephen Dixon,  
#33995
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Riding the Andes Mountains of South America was a long-held 

dream of Dieter Melzer, one that came true thanks to his son. 

Dieter tells the story of an epic adventure.
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Allan Ewer Barradale 1971

OUR ‘Los Andes’ adventure actually began in 2013 when 
our youngest son, Andrew, gifted us the trip as a ‘thank-
you’ for putting him through university.  When we got 
over our surprise, my wife, Rosie, and I decided that he 
should join us, so we contributed too.

After searching through brochures on adventure 
motorcycle tours from around the world, we settled on 
the ‘Los Andes’ tour, run by Compass Expeditions. Taking 
in most of the sights that I had dreamt of visiting, it was 
to start in the ancient Inca capital of Cusco in Peru, wind 
its way down through Bolivia, Chile, Argentina and finish 
at the mighty Iguazu Falls at Foz do Iguaçu in Brazil, 
before flying on to Rio de Janeiro.  

The bikes were to be BMW F700GS’s and the support 
vehicle, a dual-cab Ford F150, towing a trailer with 
spares and luggage. We extended an invitation to our 
circle of riding friends and soon had an additional four 
people to join us – two single fellows, Dion and Andy, 
aka ‘Flipper’, and a couple, Murray (Mud) and Ellen (the 
Pisco Kid, for her love of Pisco Sours). Unfortunately the 
Los Andes tour was only run once a year at that time 
and it was already fully booked, so we had to curb our 
enthusiasm for a year. This gave us time to organise 
flights, immunisations, visas, etc, and to learn some 
survival Spanish, e.g. “Dos cervezas, por favor” (two 
beers, please), and “Banos, por favor” (toilet, please).

When the day finally arrived, our Qantas bird flew 
from Sydney direct to Santiago in Chile where we had 
booked an additional four days.  Santiago is a lovely, 
modern and sophisticated city with vineyards as close 
as the outer suburbs. A day trip to the historic coastal 
city of Valparaiso was a real eye-opener for its street-
art, architecture, seafood, and houses stacked almost 
on top of one another on impossibly steep slopes. 

We caught an early flight to Lima in Peru and then 
another flight to Cusco over spectacular Andes 
scenery.  The approach to the Cusco airport got the 
heart thumping as the Boeing 737 did a wing-over 
between a couple of hills, a sharp left turn and then 
kissed down silky-smooth on the runway surrounded by 
the town. We were met by Alain, one of our tour guides 
(an Australian of French birth), and Saida, a local lady, 
who took care of all the accommodation bookings.

Dieter is king for an instant 
Our hotel in the old part of town was delightful, and 
within a 10 minute walk of the town centre.  Cusco is a 
fascinating city with many Spanish influences, but still 
retaining so many of the original Inca stone walls that 
are amazing in their precision. 

We visited the Inca Museum, where two men were 
performing traditional music, and I asked if I could 
photograph them. Next thing I knew, they had thrown 
some pieces of clothing on me and made me an “Inca 
King” for the photo!

Because Cusco is at an altitude of 3400m we were 
advised to acclimatise by taking it easy for a couple 
of days. Rosie and I experienced only mild altitude 
sickness – light headaches, shortness of breath and 
light-headedness.  Unfortunately Andrew and one or 
two others were hit severely with flu-like symptoms and 

nausea for two days.  We applied the local remedy which 
was to drink lots of coca tea or chew the coca leaves which were 
available in the hotel.  That actually worked and we quickly came 
to enjoy the tea. The narcotic affects were not noticeable, but it 
did make us generally feel well.  

On wheels at last 
We met our tour leader, Danny, a young lawyer from Brazil, and 
René, a mechanical engineer from Argentina, who drove the 
support vehicle, and our other six riding companions, three more 
Australians and three Kiwis. Briefed for our ride, we finally got 
our hands on the bikes, which had low mileage and were in good 
condition. They were capable steeds, though a bit underpowered 
at high altitude, especially when two-up. There were 10 riders and 
three pillions, with the pillions able to travel in the support vehicle 
if they chose to.

Our tour now began in earnest, having to ride on the right-
hand side of the road and contend with chaotic and initially 
unpredictable traffic.  After a while we realised that there was an 
order to the chaos. We became a lot more comfortable with cars 
and buses indicating briefly and then crossing several lanes to pick 
up a fare on the side of the road, regardless of whether you were 
in their way or not.  It is expected that you will make space if 
someone needs to be where you are currently on the road!
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The next three weeks were a feast of sights, sounds, tastes 
and experiences that none of us will ever forget: 
 
Sacred Valley – lots of Inca ruins, farming terraces on 
impossibly steep slopes and corn spread out to dry in the 
fertile river valley;

Machu Picchu – these amazing Inca ruins are even more 
spectacular than I could have imagined, especially watching 
the sun come over the mountains and highlight the 
magnificence of the stonework. An absolute highlight of the 
trip;

Riding deeper into the Andes, crossing the 4319 m pass at La 
Raya, and across the Altiplano (high plains), dotted with herds 
of llamas and alpaca, till we reached the town of Puno on the 
edge of Lake Titicaca, which is the highest navigable lake in 
the world at 3812 m and holds the amazing ‘Uros’, floating 
reed islands that are home to the local indigenous people;

Into Bolivia, on great roads with sweeping bends overlooking 
Titicaca, with snow-capped peaks in the background on the 
way to La Paz, the capital of Bolivia, situated in an incredibly 
steep basin with imposing snow-covered mountains looming 
above it.  Some of our group went for an organised ride 
on trail bikes or mountain bikes along the legendary North 
Yungas Road, or ‘Death Road’, and lived to tell the tale;

Potosi, the fascinating UNESCO-listed city at over 4000 
metres. The silver mine there made Spain the wealthiest 
nation in the world in colonial times.  A few of us bravely 
(perhaps foolishly) went on a tour of the working mine, which 
is still very primitive and dangerous. An estimated three 

million miners have died during the 400 years that the mine 
has operated, mainly from silicosis. We took along gifts that 
we had bought from a little old lady at a roadside stall, and 
distributed them to the miners – coca leaves, chocolates, 
cigarettes, bottles of 96 % alcohol, sticks of TNT, fuses and 
blasting caps. Things are done differently there!

Salar de Uyuni – the world’s largest salt flat at over 10,000 
sq km, with islands covered in giant cacti.  Salar has gained 
prominence with the Dakar Rally passing through in recent 
years. The 200 km road from Potosi to Uyuni was upgraded 
only a year or two before our visit and would have to rank 
as the best motorcycling road that I have ever experienced, 
with broad sweeping bends through rolling hills, and topped 
with smooth but grippy bitumen. We joked that the design 
engineer for the project was Jorge Lorenzo!

Ollague region in Chile, with its active volcanoes and harsh 
Altiplano countryside. At our roadside lunch stop I looked 
around and counted eight volcanic peaks, at least one of 
which had steam rising from it;

Atacama Desert with the spectacular Valley of the Moon, 
where wind has sculpted amazing shapes from ancient seabed 
sediments.  It hasn’t rained in 400 years, so we were assured 
of good weather. The desert oasis town of San Pedro de 
Atacama is made of orange adobe with cobblestone streets, 
and is beautiful in a quaint sort of way;

High mountain passes such as the one after San Pedro de 
Atacama brought us to 4700 m (15,510 ft) with ice-edging 
streams, and then across stark, barren volcanic plains with 
hardly a blade of grass, yet there were groups of vicuna (a 
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member of the camel 
family) here and there. 

Occasional salt 
lakes and lagoons 

were filled with 
flamingos.  
After 
crossing into 
Argentina, 
the final 
31 kms to 
the town of 
Purmamarca 

is a dramatic 
downhill run 

of seemingly 
endless hairpin, 

switchback corners 
that drop almost 

2000m.  I did not think   
     that much fun was legal!

The sub-tropical countryside of Argentina on the way to the 
beautiful colonial Spanish city of Salta was suddenly so different, 
with rich agriculture and produce.  A ride through a rainforest 
area was suddenly alive with butterflies of every colour and size.

The country changed again to the semi-arid, lowland region of 
the ‘Chaco’ in the Rio de la Plata basin of Argentina.  This was 
1100 km of flat agricultural grazing and cropping land along a 

badly pot-holed highway for half of it;

The luxury resort of Puerto Valle was a tropical paradise on the 
banks of the Parana River that we stopped at for only one night, 
but was another highlight of the trip after a long day in the 
saddle;

Our 4200 kms of bike riding concluded after crossing the border 
into Brazil at the nearby town of Foz do Iguaçu, very close to 
the mighty Iguazu Falls.  These amazing waterfalls sit on the 
border between Argentina and Brazil and actually consist of 
275 separate falls of the Iguacu River.  We spent a full day on 
each side, amazed at the sheer beauty and magnificence of this 
natural wonder set in a tropical gorge. 

Leaving the bikes and our guides in Foz, we flew on to Rio de 
Janeiro for two final days of sightseeing in an iconic city that was 
buzzing with the long anticipated World Cup about to commence. 
There we said goodbye to our travelling companions and to 
our son Andrew, who was staying on for the World Cup and 
then another 14 months of travels around the world, while we 
reluctantly flew home.

Our memories of this tour will remain with us always and rates 
as the best adventure that we have experienced to date.

Dieter Melzer  
#16021

 It hasn’t rained in 
400 years, so we 

were assured of good 
weather. The desert 

oasis town of San Pedro 
de Atacama is made 
of orange adobe with 

cobblestone streets, and 
is beautiful in a quaint 

sort of way;

GL1800 DEMO TRIKE NOW IN STOCK. CALL TO MAKE APPOINTMENT FOR A TEST RIDE
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Patricia Cristina seemed almost apologetic for reporting 
on her experience with a Riding On advertiser. We 
don’t think anyone will mind;

HAVING recently travelled to Vietnam with Slow Cruze Tours, 
who advertise in Riding On, I want to tell you all about the 
experience. 

I had been looking forward to this for years and finally 
experienced it with my daughter Amanda, on a four (4) week 
motorcycle tour of Vietnam in April this year.

We had a ball in a beautiful country, and what an incredibly 
adventurous tour it was as well. Sharing this tour with my 
daughter made it even more special.

Vietnam’s countryside is very beautiful and travelling from 
south to north Vietnam, you gain a great perspective of how 
diverse and beautiful the country really is.  

North by east by west by… 
Travelling north, then east to the sea, then west over the 
mountains, east to the sea again and then finally west through 
the mountains (close to the border with Laos), to the top 
where we left the motorcycles at Sa Pa, close to the border of 
China. 

From Sa Pa we travelled by two people carriers to Ha Noi, 
where we spent the last two nights before travelling home to 
Australia. Some of us chose to do a one night Ha Long Bay 

cruise, Amanda and I included. What a great way to relax after 
an incredible motorcycle journey.

The people of Vietnam are very welcoming and always seemed 
to be happy to see us. We travelled through some country 
areas where Westerners are still only rarely seen, and the local 
people always seemed happy. They have very little and work 
very hard, well into their old age, and what a pleasure it was to 
meet these wonderful people. 

The food experience was incredible as well, I absolutely loved 
the food. Thanks to the experience of our hosts Colin and Sue, 
we got to try some food we may never have tried if it wasn’t 
for their suggestions. 

In safe hands 
Colin and Sue; well, what incredible people these two are. They 
know the country very well, they love the people of Vietnam 
and you could not have asked for better people to look after 
you in a strange country. And look after us they did! They are 
very patient and they went out of their way to accommodate all 
of us in their own special way. There were 14 of us on this tour, 
and each one of us felt special. 

Our ride leader was a Vietnamese chap by the name of River, 
our mechanic who travelled with us and had a huge knowledge 
of the bikes, his name was Chau and the ever pleasant Mr 
Thom who was the back-up driver and suitcase carrier for the 
whole of the journey, were all delightful people. We could not 
have been in better hands to lead and support this journey.

I recommend all experienced riders travel with Slow Cruze 
Tours to Vietnam for this four week motorcycle tour at least 
once in their life time, it absolutely is a must!

Patricia Cristina #35712 
Geelong Branch - Leopold, Victoria

TAKING IT 
SLOW IN 
VIETNAM



WHEN the radio alarm woke me at 6 am, it was – 2 oC 
degrees and felt like – 6, but I still got out of bed and 
showered ready for my Friday. I ate some breakfast and 
donned my leathers, said farewell to my better-half and 
unplugged “Sheila” (BMW R1150 GSA) from her slumber on 
the trickle charger.

There was the whiteness of a thick frost on everything. I 
started Sheila, we rolled out of the garage and set off for 
Orange at about 7am. Feels like minus six for sure!

My Dubbonian colleagues had resisted the temptation to 
participate in this year’s Soup Challenge – a ride in the depths 
of winter to somewhere for a bowl of soup, just to show your 
disregard of the deprivations of winter riding in the Central 
Tablelands of NSW. An Antarctic blast had layered 70cm of 
new snow on the Alps, and the south-westerly wind off the 
mountains blew straight through anyone unprepared. I had 
wool, cotton, wool, wool, Gore-Tex and leather between me 
and that icy wind. There were no other motorcyclists on the 
road, just Jack Frost and tin tops in beanies and coats, with 
the heater on high and coffee or phone in hand.

Frosted frogs 
The frost was thick as I travelled east through Dubbo along 
the Mitchell highway, where I thought the traffic and the rising 
sun would work through the icy frost, giving Sheila and me 
a chance of staying upright this fine morning. Before I left 
home, the weather man had fumbled on frogs and frost, and 
at Geurie he was correct with a temperature inversion and 
some very cold air which froze the condensation on my visor 
to ice. A concrete frog 
was spied in a garden 
through the fog and my 
frozen visor. I turned the 
heated grips from toast 
up to roast and tucked 
my feet behind Sheila’s 
warm cylinder heads. 
We continued southeast 
through Wellington, 
Laras Lee and Molong, 
arriving at North Orange 
Maccas at 8.30 am to 
find Tim (BMW S 1000 
XR) waiting and soon 
Safety (Triumph 800 
X) arrived and then Kel 
turned up (Triumph 800 
XCX).  Editor’s Note: 
Nicknames have been 
used to protect the guilty 
parties! Safety said it 
was warm at 4 degrees, 
halfway to the maximum 
of 9 degrees for the day 
in Orange! 

Inside Maccas we saw the news of tragedy and mayhem in 
Nice, had a hot chocolate and a toastie and discussed the 
failing nature of the district roads and all the pot holes making 
the Mitchell Highway into an adventure. We listened to Kel’s 
alarm three times, no doubt to herald to all and sundry the 
official commencement of the 2016 Soup Challenge.

Let the challenge begin 
We commenced the Soup Challenge by travelling through 
Orange, with Safety in the lead, skirting around the northern 
diversion which was being resurfaced again.  Then we 
travelled across the diversion and down Icely Road through 
Ophir to Bathurst. There we stopped for fuel before travelling 
on through many pot holes and road debris, wildlife and frost 
to Tarana. A newish coffee shop, `Universal Coffee’, was ideal 
for morning tea, a pit stop and to warm our hands next to the 
fire.  We were early for our appointment with Chris FYH (KTM 
990) and friends around noon, so we took our time to chat on 
important issues of tyres and oil, until the world encroached 
via phone calls requiring an update about the mess in the 
front yard at home. We continued through to Lithgow and 
up the Bells Line of Road to Ellie Cats Café for lunch. Did I 
mention that it was very, very cold? Pure madness, but fun 
nevertheless.

The sun was shining and the Blue Mountains glowed brightly 
in the crisp, clear day as we pulled into the Café carpark. A 
Honda 1200 X and another Triumph, a Tiger 1050, sat with 
Chris’s KTM 990. We drank in the stunning view and ventured 
into the cafe to find FYH and friends. There we shared in 
Ellie’s pumpkin soup and warmed our bones next to the fire, 

MEETING THE SOUP CHALLENGE 
15 JULY 2016
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Bob’s Place 
Camping in the Nimbin Valley 

If  you are passing through the beautiful Nimbin 
Valley, camp sites are available, along the 

Goolmangar Creek.   Come and pitch a tent,  25 
acres of peaceful, countryside. Firewood 

provided.   
Bob Bishell is a local craftsmen, who has opened 

his gate exclusively to visitors from the Ulysses  
Club.  You are welcome to come and see his 

leather  workshop.    Bookings essential.  Call or 
email Bob anytime. 

BOOKINGS CALL 0407 609 304 
149 Crofton Road, Nimbin  2480                            
email bobstables@bigpond.com 

checked our phones and reported our progress to home. So a 
little more chat and then farewells to Chris and friends. Yes, 
he was right to say “the Soup Challenge is usually three hours 
riding there with thirty minutes chat and three more hours on 
the bike back again”.

We traversed the Line of Road back to Lithgow and on to 
Wallerawang, Portland and Sunny Corner where the pervading 
aroma of pine enveloped us as we navigated the forest and 
then out on to the highway at Mount Lambie for a pit stop 
on top of the Great Divide. We said our farewells as Tim 
and Kel were headed south after Bathurst for Millthorpe and 
beyond. Safety and I traversed the aptly-named Icely Road 
for a second time that day, taking care through each running 
spring-crossing the road. When hurried four-wheel drives 
appeared in the middle of the road at pace, going into town 
for urgent supplies of beer and rum on a Friday afternoon, 
we skirted them with aplomb. We turned on to the northern 
diversion at Orange to check the road-work progress and 
stopped for fuel and farewell to Safety, with which Sheila and I 
headed northwest for home. 

Ignoring the vibrations 
I texted home to report progress. I have resisted the 
temptation to Bluetooth the phone into my helmet so I may 
stay alive by concentrating on the road, and only I can hear 
my singing. So, replacing the phone in my chest pocket, 
I head onward to Euchareena, Stuart Town and Mumble 
through the shadows cast by the eucalypts. I could feel the 

cool of the evening coming to rest in the gullies and drainage 
lines. The phone vibrated in my pocket several times, to herald 
the nuisance of worldly matters of no consequence to me 
on this cold winter evening. With the sun low in the western 
sky, the road was my focus, and the traffic, the wildlife and 
the pervading cold. Mistakes would cost me dearly, and that 
prospective pain kept my attention ahead and around, alert 
but not alarmed; extra focus was the need towards the end of 
a long cold day. Did I mention that it was very, very cold?

5:10 pm, I opened the door of the garage after the 619 
kilometres of the 2016 Soup Challenge. I settled Sheila back 
on to her trickle charger for the night, hung my helmet and 
jacket on the hook and smelt the oil burnt from an excellent 
day’s ride. I fed the dog, who was pleased to see me, and 
entered the house to be welcomed by my family and the 
business of the day that had my phone vibrating all the way 
home. Finally, a whiskey to ease the chill, dinner and bed. 

Any day on a bike is good and always better than a day at 
work, but meet the Soup Challenge and it is an infinitely better 
day. You defy Jack Frost, enjoy soup with friends and feel the 
freedom of corners full of fun, aroma and experience.

Edward  
Joshua  
#31720  
(and Sheila)
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JOIN OUR
DREAM RIDE
4 DECEMBER 2016

REGISTER NOW AT DREAMRIDE.COM.AU

$55 PER RIDER + $200 FUNDRAISING COMMITMENT
SPECIAL CEO & TRIKE DREAM RIDE ALSO AVAILABLE

RIDE WITH 1,000 BIKERS & SUPPORT
SPECIAL OLYMPICS AUSTRALIA

RIDE TO SYDNEY MOTORSPORT PARK 
FROM ICONIC LOCATIONS: 

– Newcastle Foreshore

– Mount Panorama Bathurst

– Parliament House Canberra

AUSTRALIA’S FIRST EVER DREAM RIDE 
INCLUDES: 

– Joining 1,000 other enthusiasts

– Lap of honour of Sydney Motorsport Park

– Free entry to MotorWorld Sydney –

 Australia's Ultimate Automotive Festival

– Entertainment all day on the Dream Stage

THIS ADVERT PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY DREAM RIDE PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY
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IT didn’t seem to make sense, two products submitted by the 
one company for review, both with the same goal of inflating 
tyres. 

However, these devices from Rocky Creek Designs take 
different, but equally clever, approaches to the problem.

First to arrive was the Inline Tyre Gauge (ITG), for anyone 
who has ever sworn at a service station air hose while 
struggling to connect the chuck to the valve. Get that done 
and, since the since servo gauges are rarely (if ever) correct, 
we disconnect, check the pressure with our own gauge and 
then go through the whole mess all over again.

Not with this. Set the pressure on the servo air hose a bit 
higher than you want it, connect the ITG to the hose and the 
other end to the tyre valve. The large readout tells you the 
tyre pressure as you are inflating it. We found it best to inflate 
a bit higher, then press the air bleed button on the ITG to get 
exactly the pressure you want.

It comes with an extra chuck, angled to get at even the most 
well-hidden valves.

With a recommended retail price of $29.95, it is light and 
compact, will fit under most seats and is ideal for sports or 
adventure riders.

A different approach is the new Mini Pump, which can be 
powered by your bike’s battery or a mini jump starter. Four 
different power leads are included.

Pressure readings can be selected in PSI, BAR or KPA, and 
where this pump gets really clever is that you select the 
desired pressure before you start.

Set it, start the pump and stand back while it gets to work, 
it will automatically switch off when the pre-set pressure is 
reached.

Its robust 
construction is 
indicated by its 
weight of 503g 
and the whole 
unit, including 
the power cables, 
is held in a very 
sturdy carry case.

With a five year 
warranty and 
recommended 
retail price of 
$69.95, the Mini 
Pump is ideal for 
touring riders, 
easily stowed in a 
pannier or tank bag.

E D I T O R  P R O D U C T  R E V I E W

A TALE OF TWO 
SOLUTIONS



A TALE OF TWO 
SOLUTIONS
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NOSING around the Ulysses Gear Shop, my attention was 
caught by a pair of sunglasses with a name I vaguely 
recognised.

A couple of mates who are keen fishers wear and swear by 
Ugly Fish sunglasses, and since this Australian company has 
been making sunnies for motorcycling for several years, I took 
a closer look.

The plastic frames didn’t grab me at first sight, as I’ve been 
wearing metal-framed `aviator’ style sunglasses for about 30 
years 

After a bit of looking and trying on, I decided to try the model 
called Slim, without realising they are for people with small 
heads and my noggin is anything but small!

Maybe, but they were surprisingly comfortable, slipping easily 
past the lining of my XL full face helmet.

I was puzzled at first by the foam pad on the inside of the 
frames, until I realised these are actually goggle-style sunnies, 
a tricky bit of design that works very well.

Even with a really good full face, many riders experience their 
eyes getting dry from the wind that always finds its way in, 
but these stop the wind as good as any traditional goggles.

That foam pad is easily removed for cleaning the lenses and 
served another purpose too, when I put the sunnies on my 
fuel tank while doing up my helmet, then forgot them and 
rode off. I took two 90-degree turns leaving a carpark, and 

pulled up at the exit to realise my new sunnies were still 
where I had put them – the foam pad actually kept them from 
sliding off!

Some Ugly Fish goggles, including the Slim style, can be 
used for prescription lens fitting by adding something called a 
prescription RX Gasket. Get this fitted by your optician and the  
RX Gasket holds the prescription lens and sits in-between the 
Ugly Fish lens and the foam insert.

They come in a tough protective shell case, along with a strap 
that I thought must be to hang them around your neck.

Unable to figure out how, I finally read the instructions and 
realised it was much cleverer than that.

A simple click and the arms are removed, to be replaced by 
the elastic strap that goes over your head and makes them 
even more like goggles, perfect for open face helmets.

With lenses of shatter-proof polycarbonate and meeting all 
Australian standards, they are surprisingly light in weight. 
Light in price too, about half what I have been paying for so 
many years, and the best part is that they are available from 
the Ulysses Gear Shop.

It took a little while to get comfortable with them, but my old 
aviator sunnies have been retired in favour of these oddly 
named Ugly Fish sunglasses. (For sale; a collection of metal 
sunglasses frames with scratched or broken lenses).

Gary Warner #65262

E D I T O R  P R O D U C T  R E V I E W

UGLY FISH 
SUNGLASSES

Non-slip? 
Pretty near, 

most sunnies 
would 

not have 
survived.

Arms or 
strap; the 
choice is 
yours.
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A LITTLE  earlier in this 
century Dr Joe  Dunn, 
esteemed psychiatrist of 
Sydney, was in the midst of 
yet another mid-life crisis, 
and enjoying it immensely.  

He had convinced his wife 
that a motorcycle would be 
cheaper and safer than a 
mistress. He describes, in 
an awkwardly affectionate 
kind of way, his wife as 
“a wonderful, wonderful 
woman, but perhaps a little 
gullible?”

By 2011, Joe was on his 
motorcycle and was well 
out of Perth, at Kalgoorlie, 
headed east and across the Nullarbor Plain. He was not alone, 
as the Dunn family includes several squillion kids, and Joe was 
able to press gang one of his sons to join him. A couple of 
colleagues, a psychiatrist and a psychologist, also joined. The 
adventure of the Great Australian Vastness and long days on 
the road was a temptation, but nothing could be more curious 
for a psychiatrist or a psychologist than the prospect of deep 
analysis of Joe’s sustained mid-life crisis. This, for a mental 
health professional, is the stuff PhDs are made of!

A PhD, however, was not quite what was delivered. You spend 
a little time in the bush, and it’s wonderful, especially if you 
are touring on a motorbike. Dorothea McKellar’s words from 
“My Country” of a sunburnt country, and of droughts and 
flooding rains, recur keenly, sensationally, to you as you ride 
through the smells and the warmth and the shape and colours 
of the earth and the vastness before you. Rural Australia is a 
beautiful, inspiring, occasionally forbidding, risky place and 
the pioneering has never gone from it, and never will.

As Joe’s little group was holed up in a Kalgoorlie pub, slaking 
their thirst, the discussion turned slightly professional, and to 
the demands of healthcare and its delivery in the bush. There 
are grim statistics; The incidence of suicide is about twice as 
high as high in rural areas. The impact on supporting families 
and on the community is devastating - not just as a result of 
suicide but of depression, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder and 
the range of maladies including, of course, the stigma that 
can go with mental illness.  

Those droughts, flooding rains, fluctuating market prices, debt 
and the vagaries of doing business in the bush undoubtedly 
contribute to higher rates of suicide. So too, obviously, does 

isolation and the available means: guns, poisons, ropes, 
shed beams. A sad fact is that the problem in the bush is 
overwhelmingly male. It doesn’t mean that women don’t have 
problems but over 80 percent of successful suicides in the 
bush are blokes. The discussion for Joe’s little group inevitably 
turned to “well, what can we do about it?” 

An answer to the question in the Kalgoorlie pub wasn’t left 
just blowin’ in the wind. Psychs on Bikes was born. Joe 
established the association of mental health professionals and, 
with a bit of help from his friends, sorted the way through 
the bureaucracy and became a fully registered and compliant 
charity with DGR (deductible gift recipient) status. From there, 
it just took off!

The concept was to break down stigma around mental health 
in rural communities, to provide support to existing health 
support services and to engage communities on general health 
outcomes. Physical and mental health issues are often closely 
related.

Psychs on Bikes do an annual “Big Ride” – so far Perth to 
Sydney (twice), Melbourne to Darwin via Western NSW and Mt 
Isa, the long way up to Maryborough, Qld (including a visit to 
the Ulysses AGM in 2013), working with Rural Alive and Well 
(RAW), a slow lap around Tasmania and, in 2016, Melbourne 
to Sydney via every known bend and village and town. 
Psychs on Bikes teams also undertake local community visits 
whenever the opportunity offers.

These days, it’s rare to find a mental health professional 
who hasn’t heard of Psychs on Bikes. There are over 200 
psychologists, mental health nurses, social workers and 
psychiatrists on the mailing list, many of whom provide 
active support, and most of the Big Rides attract 20 or more 

Psychs on 
Bikes riding 
for mental 
health

Riding to help: Psychs on Bikes members turn 
a lot of kilometres to help address mental 
health issues in the bush.
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riders from across Australia.  These mental health 
professionals give up a big slice of their annual 
holidays or spare time to support rural mental health.

Typically, on arrival in a town the psychiatrists will visit 
the local support services, including GPs (often the 
front line in the battle), to talk about resources, cases, 
and recent issues in mental health. Psychs on Bikes 
also conducts free men’s (women welcome) health 
checks, where both physical and mental health issues 
are addressed. They make as much fuss as they 
can, and engage local media, politicians, community 
leaders and associations such as Men’s Sheds, Rotary, 
schools and community health centres. Meetings are 
often run in pubs, and members will hang around to 
talk to the locals. The more families and communities 
understand the issues, the more stigma is broken 
down, the more sufferers understand there is help, 
then the more there is progress in reducing the 
burden of mental ill health.

Our motorcycles are an important part of the arsenal. 
They attract attention when Psychs on Bikes ride into 
town. They are often a talking point, especially for 
men, and this helps break down barriers. What better 
way to explore the countryside and build camaraderie 
and teamwork?

By itself, Psychs on Bikes will not resolve rural and 
regional Australia’s mental health problems, but over 
time, along with many other community organisations, 
it believes it is part of making a difference. The 
Psychs are not simply a bunch of blokes. As you 
might expect from this area of health services there 
is a good representation of female riders from a wide 
variety of disciplines.

Psychs on Bikes count themselves lucky to have 

Welcome visitors: The Psychs and their 
bikes are always a hit with the locals.

Ramsay Healthcare as a generous sponsor, 
and this financial independence has enabled 
riders to go into towns to give rather 
than compete for the local charity dollar 
(notwithstanding contributions are gratefully 
acknowledged AND tax deductible).

Have a look at Psychs on Bikes website www.
psychsonbikes.com.au and see the eight 
minute Youtube documentary about one of 
their rides. If Psychs on Bikes  come to your 
town, then come along and say G’day. If you’d 
like a visit to your town because there is work 
for us to do, then by all means let us know – 
shoot an email to psychsonbikes@gmail.com.  

Lastly, but not at all least, Ulyssians or their 
friends that work as professionals in the area 
of mental health are welcome to join. Consider 
this an invite, just drop us an email.

Stephen Davies #4771  
(and secretary of Psychs on Bikes Inc).

www.postiebikechallenge.org    Ph. +61 7 3264 7727

2017

Desert?  Snow?  Rainforest?
A truly unique fundraising adventure that will have you 

recounting stories to your friends. Ride  3500+km, on an 
unmodified Honda CT110 across Australia.

A serious adventure. Not a race, nor a tour, it is a challenge and a 
whole lot of fun!

New pricing and options including bike supplied by 
us or BYO bike. You can also choose to donate the 

bike we supply or keep it!

Incl bike, accomm, meals, mechanics, spares, support 
truck and vehicles.



cruising

a
lams
with the

NOTHER call to arms to be a Ulysses test ride 
dummy, and of course I am always able to 
assist our great club members in search of the 
ideal bike for the ideal rider.

This time it was a machine from the green team 
of Kawasaki and one of their cruiser machines that is LAMS 
eligible. I collected it from the ‘K’ national headquarters in 

Sydney, where my 
first impressions were 

that it really looks the part as a 
cruiser. Metallic Royal Purple and 

Pearl Crystal White were 2015 colours, 
so one like our test bike might already be hard 

to find. The new 2016 colour choices are matte orange or 
matte carbon grey.

Milo, an enthusiastic marketing assistant at Kawasaki, 
gave me a thorough briefing on the ins and outs 
of the bike, mentioning that it has more 
factory accessories available than my 
vacuum cleaner.

Vulcan S gets A for ‘Adjustable’ to 
fit all shapes and sizes of riders by 
moving foot pegs, handle bars, and a 
choice of seats to suit your body and 
style.  This one had options including 
power outlet (cigarette lighter type), 
gear change indicator, driving/riding 
lights, windscreen, leather panniers, a 
bucket style soft seat and a rear luggage 
rack so, it was ready to “get on down the 
highway...”

reality time
My first ride was back home in motorway 
peak hour stop start traffic so I was a little 
nervous. I took off and found this LAMS 
size Vulcan was so nice and easy to ride it 
reminded me of riding in my youth with the 
laid back cool Easy Rider style, I looked the 
part (I think anyway). 
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I just had to adapt to the cruiser forward mount foot peg position when 
stopping and starting, and lifting feet off the ground. Legal lane filtering 
was so easy and braking took no effort, so all the boxes are ticked 
as a commuter machine.

Now for the first real cruising test, on a not so 
sunny Sunday with the great guys and gals 
of Ulysses Nepean NSW branch. 

on the road
We set off to destination Bulga pub at the end of 

the infamous Putty Road with nine other bikes, mainly 
touring/sports types of the larger cc size. 

With its 6-speed gearbox the Vulcan S performed well for 
its size and shape on the way to our first stop, Grey Gums 
coffee arrived very quickly.
 
My first real ride on a cruiser was a pleasant relaxing 
experience as there was no need to lean the machine, 
it just sways by itself through the bends from side 
to side like a big wattle tree in the wind.

The front single disc 
brake was effective in its 

role and the rear brake pedal 
was easy to use with the cruising 

footpeg position when I ran, should I say 
swayed, a bit wide.  The round accessory bucket 

seat which soaked up some vibrations was very comfy, 
and did not give me a numb bum at any stage.

country cruising
Our second ride took us the long way out and around 
to North Kurrajong through hill and dale, passing many 
countrified towns.  I kept the revs up and selected the 6th 
speed cruising gear, then just laid back and enjoyed the 
scenic surrounds.  Up the mountains and down a gear, the 
Vulcan just powered onward without any concern whilst 
swaying around each turn.
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specifications
summary

vulcan  s

NOTHER call to arms to be a Ulysses test ride dummy, and of 
course I am always able to assist our great club members in 
search of the ideal bike for the ideal rider.

This time it was a machine from the green team of Kawasaki 
and one of their cruiser machines that is LAMS eligible. I 
collected it from the ‘K’ national headquarters in 

Engine: Liquid Cooled, 4-stroke Parallel Twin   
Displacement: 649cm3
Fuel injection: ø38 mm x 2 with sub-throttles.
Ignition: Digital Starting Electric  
Transmission: Six-speed, return.  Final drive; Chain
Frame: High-tensile steel double pipe perimeter frame
Overall length: 2310 mm  
Overall width: 880 mm  
Overall height: 1100 mm
Wheelbase: 1575 mm   
Ground clearance: 130 mm  
Seat Height: 705 mm
**Curb Weight: 226 kg
Fuel capacity: 14 litres
Warranty: 24 months unlimited kilometres.   
**Curb weight includes all necessary materials and fluids 
to operate correctly, full tank of fuel (more than 90 percent 
capacity) and tool kit (if supplied).

Recommended retail price (plus onroad costs) $9999.00
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Sunday 30th October 2016
Motorcycle Awareness Week

Cameron Park Main Street
Wellington

For further enquiries please contact:
Peter - 04 0788 3978
Phil - 04 2863 8880

John - 04 2845 2945

Come and catch up with mates!
• Show & Shine • Bike Displays • Stalls • Food • Drinks  • Coffee Van
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSpring gear shop

ULYSSES CLUB GET UGLY!
MULTI-FUNCTIONAL GOGGLES

SLIM 
Female friendly in  
size and design and 
good for narrow head

GLIDE 
The original multi- 
functional style with wide 
nose bridge for closer fit.

FEATURES & BENEFITS

RX GASKET

ULTIMATE 
The most popular 
as it fits medium 
(standard) head size

CRUIZE 
The original multi- 
functional style with wide 
nose bridge for closer fit.

RRP: 
$79.95

SIZING GUIDE

SIZING GUIDE

SIZING GUIDE

SIZING GUIDE

• Extra short detachable arms with 
flexible rubber tips designed for helmets

• All models feature detachable foam 
insert (1), removable arms (2) and an 
adjustable elastic strap (3)

• Convert to goggle when replace arms 
with the strap for open face helmets

• Removable foam gasket to eliminate 
wind, dust, insects & rocks

• Individual components are available for 
purchase as spare parts

• All 4 models feature the “Five Ticks” 
logo confirming they have been 
certified to the Australian Standard. 
This means the product has been 
rigorously tested and meets quality 
and safety standards.

• Models comply to the Australian Safety 
Standard AS/NZS 1337.1 and the 
Australian Standard for Sunglasses 
and Fashion Spectacles AS/NZS 
1067:2003

• The Slim, Ultimate, Glide & Cruize 
models can be scripted by adding a 
prescription RX Gasket. 

• The RX Gasket holds the prescription 
lens and sits in-between the Ugly Fish 
lens and the foam insert

• The advantages of a prescription RX 
Gasket over more traditional direct in 
frame prescriptions includes:
- The ability to take the prescription RX 

Gasket with you to a new set of the 
same Ugly Fish glasses.

- The prescription RX Gasket is 
protected by the Ugly Fish lens so it is 
less likely to become damaged.

• The RX Gasket is sold separately 
and is a custom fit to each model. 
Please ensure the correct RX Gasket is 
purchased.

• RRP $39.95 which also includes Anti-
Fog lens cleaner

• Prescription should be fitted through a 
qualified optometrist. RX gaskets are 
suited to distance only or multifocal 
scripts.

2 1 3

FRAME RX GASKET FOAM INSERT

PACKAGING
All Ugly Fish glasses are packaged in:

• Sports zip hard case

• Microfiber Pouch – doubles as a 

cleaning cloth

• Packaging Box

• Warranty Card

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSpring gear shop



FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place 
your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

ULYSSES CLUB GET UGLY!
MULTI-FUNCTIONAL GOGGLES

SLIM 
Female friendly in  
size and design and 
good for narrow head

GLIDE 
The original multi- 
functional style with wide 
nose bridge for closer fit.

FEATURES & BENEFITS

RX GASKET

ULTIMATE 
The most popular 
as it fits medium 
(standard) head size

CRUIZE 
The original multi- 
functional style with wide 
nose bridge for closer fit.

RRP: 
$79.95

SIZING GUIDE

SIZING GUIDE

SIZING GUIDE

SIZING GUIDE

• Extra short detachable arms with 
flexible rubber tips designed for helmets

• All models feature detachable foam 
insert (1), removable arms (2) and an 
adjustable elastic strap (3)

• Convert to goggle when replace arms 
with the strap for open face helmets

• Removable foam gasket to eliminate 
wind, dust, insects & rocks

• Individual components are available for 
purchase as spare parts

• All 4 models feature the “Five Ticks” 
logo confirming they have been 
certified to the Australian Standard. 
This means the product has been 
rigorously tested and meets quality 
and safety standards.

• Models comply to the Australian Safety 
Standard AS/NZS 1337.1 and the 
Australian Standard for Sunglasses 
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1067:2003
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2 1 3

FRAME RX GASKET FOAM INSERT

PACKAGING
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• Packaging Box

• Warranty Card

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSpring gear shop

LADIES MAGENTA COLOUR SLEEVELESS SHIRTS   
$32.50
Ladies V Neck sleeveless polo shirt. Magenta 
with embroidered Old Man Logo. Sizes 8-20

SOFT SHELL BLACK JACKETS MENS $95.00
Soft Shell Charcoal Jacket. 100% Bonded Poly-
ester Outer. Knit fabric bonded with micro fleece 
lining. Wind flap, chin guard and stand up collar. 
Mens  S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 5XL. 

SOFT SHELL BLACK JACKETS LADIES $95.00
Soft Shell Charcoal Jacket. 100% Bonded Poly-
ester Outer. Knit fabric bonded with micro fleece 
lining. Wind flap, chin guard and stand up collar. 
Ladies 8-10, 12-14, 16-18, 20-22, 24-26

NEW ARRIVALS

Ladies Butterfly Polo 
$32.00
New Style Ladies Polo shirt. 
White with black trim and 
Ulysses Butterfly design on top 
left side. Sizes 8-24

Ladies Butterfly T-Shirt  $25.00
New Style V-Neck Cotton/Poly T-Shirt in Sky 
Blue Marle colour. Featuring the Ulysses 
Butterfly design on the front. Sizes 8-22

NEW HI VIS Safety Vest
$26.50
Hi Vis Lime Green safety vest with zipper front. 
Old Man Logo printed on back. 100% Polyester 
tricot for durability. Complies with Standards AS/
NZS 1906.4.2010 & AS/NZS 4602.1.2011 Day/Night 
effective DTM self-fabric binding. Utility pockets 
at sides.

NEW KeySafe 
Carabiner
$9.50
Strong, lightweight and 
highly functional. Keep 
your keys safe with the 
Ulysses Club Carabiner. 
Featuring a double locking 
system for ease of use.

NEW & IMPROVED 
Backpack $49.95
Black/Charcoal Back Pack with Old 
Man logo
On front. 28 litre capacity
600D polyester with latex rubber 
backing
2 separate storage compartments 
Padded iPad compartment 
Contoured padded mesh back panels.
Quick release side compression straps, mesh drink bottle pocket 
and zippered side accessory pocket. Heavy Duty Zippers, rubber 
protection feet and mesh backed padded quick grip handle. 
Rubber headphone exit port on front compartment.
Dimensions: 32cm Wide x 44cm Height x 20cm Deep

bonus gift with purchases over $40

See Sizing chart for half chest measurement guide
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BRACES - REG & LARGE  $32.00
Braces, black with Old Man Logo. 
Reg 85cm stretch to 143cm, Large 
101cm stretch to 173cm. Strap width 
3.5cm

FRIDGE MAGNET   $2.00
Fridge Magnets, Black with Old Man 
Logo 75mm round.

MULTI TOOL (Leatherman Style) $27.00
Ulysses Club Multi Tool with 10 
attachments and belt loop.
An essential item for any Handyman or 
Lady!

STUBBY HOLDER - BLACK OR PINK  $7.50
Keep your drinks cold with the Ulysses 
Club Stubby Holder. Displaying the Old 
Man Logo and Bike artwork

ULYSSES CLUB WATER BOTTLE$9.00
This new 560ml Water Bottle is great to 
take on rides. Featuring taste free stain-
less steel with drinking straw. Strong but 
light. 235mm x 70mm.

HIP FLASK $26.50
Stainless Steel hip flask with laser 
etched Old Man Logo

BOTTLE HOLDER – BLACK   
$5.00
with base, removable neck 
strap, belt loop & velcro 
bottle neck seal to keep 
your bottle secure. Fits 
stubbies and most bottles 
up to approx. 600mls 
depending on neck size. 
14.5cm high, base diameter 
7cm, neck holder opening 
3.5cm. 

ULYSSES MUG - Black or Pink   
$10.00
Ulysses Mug with Old Man Logo that 
appears when you add hot water. 
 
A GREAT GIFT IDEA!

LUGGAGE TAG  $2.00
Ulysses Luggage Tag with Old Man 
Logo. 105mm x 64mm. A great way to 
personalise your luggage

RIDING ON 102



RIDING ON 4

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSpring gear shop

BRACES - REG & LARGE  $32.00
Braces, black with Old Man Logo. 
Reg 85cm stretch to 143cm, Large 
101cm stretch to 173cm. Strap width 
3.5cm

FRIDGE MAGNET   $2.00
Fridge Magnets, Black with Old Man 
Logo 75mm round.

MULTI TOOL (Leatherman Style) $27.00
Ulysses Club Multi Tool with 10 
attachments and belt loop.
An essential item for any Handyman or 
Lady!

STUBBY HOLDER - BLACK OR PINK  $7.50
Keep your drinks cold with the Ulysses 
Club Stubby Holder. Displaying the Old 
Man Logo and Bike artwork

ULYSSES CLUB WATER BOTTLE$9.00
This new 560ml Water Bottle is great to 
take on rides. Featuring taste free stain-
less steel with drinking straw. Strong but 
light. 235mm x 70mm.

HIP FLASK $26.50
Stainless Steel hip flask with laser 
etched Old Man Logo

BOTTLE HOLDER – BLACK   
$5.00
with base, removable neck 
strap, belt loop & velcro 
bottle neck seal to keep 
your bottle secure. Fits 
stubbies and most bottles 
up to approx. 600mls 
depending on neck size. 
14.5cm high, base diameter 
7cm, neck holder opening 
3.5cm. 

ULYSSES MUG - Black or Pink   
$10.00
Ulysses Mug with Old Man Logo that 
appears when you add hot water. 
 
A GREAT GIFT IDEA!

LUGGAGE TAG  $2.00
Ulysses Luggage Tag with Old Man 
Logo. 105mm x 64mm. A great way to 
personalise your luggage

RIDING ON 5

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place 
your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

TOURING BADGE  $5.50
Members travelling overseas will be 
recognised as an Australian Ulysses 
member when wearing this logo. 28mm 
x 28mm x 3mm thick.

PATCH TOURING   $6.00
Members travelling overseas will be 
recognised as an Australian Ulysses 
member when wearing this logo. 
10cm X 9.5cm.

STICKER TOURING   $4.00
Touring Logo - Be recognised as an 
Australian Ulysses member overseas! 
Square sticker   10.5cm x 
10.5cm.

BALLOONS $5.00
Mixed Pack of 10 with Black & 
white balloons with the Old Man 
Logo printed on them. Available 
in AIR or HELIUM packs.

TOURING PATCH, STICKER & BADGE COMBO 

DEAL! GET ALL THREE FOR JUST $10.00

NEW LOOK BELT BUCKLE  
$39.50 Ladies    
$42.50 Mens  
3D Antique Silver with textured black 
background. Small size fits  New Ladies 
leather belt only. Large size fits Ulysses 
Club men’s Leather belt only.

MEN’S BELT- Black & Brown leather 
$35.00
Leather Belt with Old Man Logo and 
Ulysses printed along belt. Fit’s Men’s 
Ulysses Club Buckle  
S-34˝ • M-36˝ • L-38˝ • XL-40˝ • 2XL-42˝ 
3XL-44˝  Avail in Black & Brown.
• 4XL-46˝ • 5XL-48˝ • 6XL-50˝ 
7XL-52˝ • KING 54˝ Avail in BROWN 
ONLY

SCARF $14.00
Keep warm in winter with a Ulysses 
Club Polar Fleece Scarf.

LADIES LEATHER BELT

$35.00
Black embossed Leather Belt 30mm width. 
Fits new Ladies Belt Buckle
Sizes Sm 34” – 3XL 44” 
*Buckle sold separately

CANVAS BAG  $27.00
Black Canvas Tote bag. Clip down at 
front with velcro & zip pockets, com-
partments inside and out. Long Strap. 
300mm wide x 300mm high.

bonus gift with purchases over $40
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3D KEYRING   $5.00
Rubber Keyring with Old Man Logo. 
65mm.

WALLET - Black  $8.50
Ulysses black wallet with the Old Man 
Logo. Velcro fasteners, lots of card 
sections. Stronger stitching and larger 
licence holder.

BIKE BADGE - Brass or Pewter   $21.00
3D Brass - Bike Badge Metal.
60mm, Round, Light weight.

NECK WARMER  $15.00
Black Polar Fleece with Old Man Logo.

TOILETRY BAG - Black   $25.50
Ulysses black wet pack toiletry bag. Compact 
with lots of compartments and a hook to hang 
on the shower door.

UTILITY ROLLS-  
$12.75 
 Black wet pack 
utility roll.  Suitable for 
travel toiletries, small 
accessories, sewing 
kit or to carry your 
smaller bike tools,  
bits and pieces.  
Easily fits pannier, top 
box or tank bag. Four 
separate zippered 
internal pockets with 
one large external 
pocket. Unrolled  
dimensions: 67cm x 
28cm.  Rolled dimen-
sions: 18cm x 28cm x 
2cm thick (empty).

MOBILE PHONE POUCH  

$28.50 Sml $34.00 Lge
Keep your Mobile Phone safe in this handy leather 
pouch. Comes in two convenient sizes and secures 
onto your Ulysses Club Leather Belt.
Sml 145mm x 70mm Lge 175mm x 90mm

GLASSES CASE  $5.50
Glasses Case - Black gloss, hard plastic 
with Old Man Logo on lid.

RIDING ON 104



RIDING ON 6

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSpring gear shop

3D KEYRING   $5.00
Rubber Keyring with Old Man Logo. 
65mm.

WALLET - Black  $8.50
Ulysses black wallet with the Old Man 
Logo. Velcro fasteners, lots of card 
sections. Stronger stitching and larger 
licence holder.

BIKE BADGE - Brass or Pewter   $21.00
3D Brass - Bike Badge Metal.
60mm, Round, Light weight.

NECK WARMER  $15.00
Black Polar Fleece with Old Man Logo.

TOILETRY BAG - Black   $25.50
Ulysses black wet pack toiletry bag. Compact 
with lots of compartments and a hook to hang 
on the shower door.

UTILITY ROLLS-  
$12.75 
 Black wet pack 
utility roll.  Suitable for 
travel toiletries, small 
accessories, sewing 
kit or to carry your 
smaller bike tools,  
bits and pieces.  
Easily fits pannier, top 
box or tank bag. Four 
separate zippered 
internal pockets with 
one large external 
pocket. Unrolled  
dimensions: 67cm x 
28cm.  Rolled dimen-
sions: 18cm x 28cm x 
2cm thick (empty).

MOBILE PHONE POUCH  

$28.50 Sml $34.00 Lge
Keep your Mobile Phone safe in this handy leather 
pouch. Comes in two convenient sizes and secures 
onto your Ulysses Club Leather Belt.
Sml 145mm x 70mm Lge 175mm x 90mm

GLASSES CASE  $5.50
Glasses Case - Black gloss, hard plastic 
with Old Man Logo on lid.

RIDING ON 7

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place 
your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

LADIES POLO SHIRT - Black with White Panels   
$29.50
Ladies V-Neck Polo Shirt Black With 
White Panels Cool Dry Polyester. Sizes 
8-26

30th ANNIVERSARY CLOTHING
$25.00
30th Anniversary Ladies ¾ Sleeve and 
Mens Long Sleeve Shirt with pearl Old 
Man Logo. Men’s sizes-Small ONLY 
Ladies sizes - 8-24

APRON - One Size  $24.50
Black & White Striped Apron with pock-
et, Ulysses Logo & Word “Disgraceful”.

SLOPPY JOE  $38.00 
Fleecy lined with small or large Old Man 
Logo Sml-5XL

RIDING SHIRT  $24.50 
Black high neck long sleeve Unisex  
Sizes XS-4XL

LADIES POLO SHIRT - Black Pink Piping   
$29.50
Ladies V-Neck Polo Shirt Black With 
Pink Piping Cool Dry Polyester. Sizes 
8 - 22

MENS POLO SHIRT - Black with Ash Panels   
$29.50
Mens Black & Ash Polo Shirt Cool Dry 
Polyester Pocket On Left Chest. Sizes 
S - 4XL.

PRODUCT OF 
THE MONTH

ULYSSES CLUB NECK TIE  
$24.00
A stylish way to represent your 
Club with this Black Satin Tie 
featuring the Old Man Logo.
 

bonus gift with purchases over $40

See Sizing chart for half chest measurement guide
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PATCH ROUND - Leather Look Embroidered  
Small. 70mm  $6.95
Medium. 100mm  $10.00

HELMET LINER
Black, Pink, Red  $7.90
Light weight washable cotton helmet 
liner with Old Man Logo on each ear. 
One Size

ULYSSES BOOK - The Ulysses Story  
$20.00
Ulysses Story - Book 3 Published 2010 
with Addendum.

LAPEL BADGE - Gold or Silver  $5.50
Badge Lapel - Silver for ages 40 - 49 
and Gold for age 50+

RIDE ON #1 BADGE  $2.00
Stephen Dearnley Memorial Lapel .
All proceeds from sales go to UCARF.

FOLD AWAY LEATHER HAT - BLACK & 
BROWN
$56.00
Leather Hat with white Old Man Logo. Fold 
it up and carry it in a pannier.  
Size S(55cm) – 2XL(63cm)

BUCKET HAT $10.00 
Black Bucket hat with white piping and Old 
Man Logo. Size S (56cm), M(58cm) L(60cm) 

NECK WRAPS- Black $16.00.  
With Old Man Logo
At front. One Size. 

ULYSSES CLUB HEADSOX $19.00
100% Polyester Microfibre. Thermal & 
Humidity Transfer. Give up to UPF 40+ 
protection. 12 uses in 1. Warm in Winter 
& cool in Summer. Fast drying and 
fashionable.
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Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place 
your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

SINGLET - Black   $20.00
Black cotton with Small Old Man Logo 
on left chest. Sizes S - 4XL.

SOCKS - Black With Red Writing  $15.00
Ulysses Black Socks. 80% Wool / 20% 
Nylon. Pure Wool Inner Cushion and 
Nylon Outer. Aust made/Aust Wool. 
Word ‘Ulysses’ In Red.
Regular (6-10) & Large (11-14)

SHORT SLEEVE T-SHIRT - Black  $19.50
Black SHORT Sleeved Tshirt. Small or 
Large Logo Size S - 4XL.

LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRT - Black   $22.00
Black LONG Sleeved Tshirt. Small or 
Large Logo Size S - 4XL. Black with 
white writing on right sleeve.

BANDANA - Black   $8.00
Ulysses Club Black Bandana,. Ulysses 
Embroidered On Front And Old Man 
Logo Embroidered On The Back. 62cm 
One size fits most.

BEANIE - Black  $12.00
Beanie Black Knitted With Ulysses 
Logo. One Size.

LADIES CAP - Black/Pink  $10.00
Black Cap with Pink Piping. Ulysses 
written in a slant across the front and 
“Life Begins at 40” in pink embroidery 
on back. One Size.

REVERSABLE POLAR FLEECE VEST 
$40.50 
Black reversable vest with Old Man 
Logo on polyester side only. 100%  
Polar Fleece inner, Polyester outer. 
Sizes Sml – 4XL

CAP - Black  with white piping  $10.00
Black Cap Heavy Brushed Cotton. One 
Size.

bonus gift with purchases over $40

See Sizing chart for half chest measurement guide
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PATCH ROUND CANVAS - Black   $20.00
Back Patch Round. 25cm.

PATCH REFLECTIVE   $20.00
Back Patch. Round Reflective. 25cm.

STICKER REFLECTIVE  
Old Man Logo Sticker Round Reflective
Small 70mm $2.00
Large 190mm $12.00
290mm $13.00
390mm $15.00

PLATE FRAME ACRYLIC  $5.00
Acrylic Plate Cover with clips. (As per 
NSW, ACT, SA, QLD, TAS, RTA plate 
measurements). Please specify state 
size when ordering

PLATE FRAME BLACK- BOTTOM DISPLAY 
$9.00
Number Plate Frame-Plastic/
Black. The ‘Grow Old Disgracefully’ 
banner is displayed at the bottom 
(As per NSW, ACT, QLD, TAS. RTA 
plate measurements). 185mm 
wide x 100mm high (Reg size as 
per NSW,ACT,QLD,TAS. RTA plate 
measurements). 185mm wide x 100mm 

PLATE FRAME-TOP DISPLAY-
CHROME & BLACK.  
$9.00
Number Plate Frame - Plastic / Chrome. 
The ‘Grow Old Disgracefully’ banner 
is displayed at the top. ( Reg size as 
per NSW,ACT,QLD,TAS. RTA plate 
measurements). 185mm wide x 100mm 
high.

PLATE FRAME TRAILER / CAR  $9.00
Number Plate Frame - Car & Car Trailer 
- Black Plastic. The ‘Grow Old Dis-
gracefully’ banner is displayed at the 
top. 375mm wide x 135mm high.

PLATE FRAME - CHROME LONG  $9.00
Number Plate Frame - Chrome Plas-
tic - South Australia- The ‘Grow Old 
Disgracefully’ banner is displayed at the 
bottom. 220mm wide x 100mm high.  

FLAGS - Designed for decoration only
Mini aerial flag. 280mm x 215mm  
$5.00
Small flag. 720mm x 390mm 
 $13.00
Large flag. 
1800mm x 900mm  
$64.00
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STICKER 3D - Glow  $9.00
Ulysses Club Round 70mm Iridescent 
Vinyl Sticker with domed top. Glows in the 
Dark!

2016 Launceston AGM Event Merchandise 

STICKER STRIP   $3.50
Sticker Reflective. 5 x 35mm round stickers.

2016 EVENT MENS POLO SHIRT $35.00
Available in half chest measurements- 
52cm, 58cm, 61cm only

2016 EVENT LADIES POLO SHIRT $35.00
Available in half chest measurements-45cm, 
48cm, 51cm, 60cm, 63cm, 66cm only

2016 EVENT UNISEX RUGBY TOP $48.00
Available in half chest measurements-
50cm, 53cm, 57cm, 60cm only

2016 EVENT CAP $10.002016 EVENT LAPEL 
BADGE $5.50

2016 EVENT CLOTH 
PATCH $10.00

2016 EVENT STUBBY 
HOLDER $5.00

2016 EVENT STICKER 
$5.00

STICKER - MC AWARE   $3.50
Motorcycle Aware Driver.

bonus gift with purchases over $40

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place 
your order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

See Sizing chart for half chest measurement guide
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UNISEX AND MEN’S CLOTHING

ITEM XS Sm M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL

Men’s Polo Black/Ash 53 55.5 58 60.5 63 68 73

Unisex Black Riding Shirt Long Sleeve 49 53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66 68.5

Unisex Black Tee Long & Short Sleeve 53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66 68.5

Sloppy Joe 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75

Reversible Vest 57 59.5 62 64.5 67 69.5 72

Singlet 53.5 56.5 58.5 61 63.5 66 68.5

Soft Shell Jacket MENS 56 58.5 61 63.5 66 68.5 74.5

HI-Vis Safety Vest 65 68 71 74 77 80

LADIES CLOTHING

ITEM 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26

Ladies Butterfly Polo 41 43.5 46 48.5 51 53.5 56 58.5 61

Ladies Butterfly Tee 39 41 43.5 45 47 51.5 54 56

Ladies Black/White Polo 45 47.5 50 52.5 55 57.5 60 64.5 69.5 74.5

Ladies Black/Pink Polo 45 47.5 50 52.5 55 57.5 60 64.5

Ladies Magenta Sleeveless Polo 44 46.5 49 51.5 54 57 60

Soft Shell Jacket LADIES 48-50 52-54.5 57-59.5 62-64.5 67-69

SIZING CHART BASED ON HALF CHEST MEASUREMENT

2016 EVENT COMBO

AGM EVENT LAPEL BADGE COMBO

$10.00
1x Commemorative Patch, Lapel 
Badge & Sticker

$7.50
Collect past Event Badges from Years 
03, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16
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To view all your favourite 
articles and more.

More than a flipbook, more than a .Pdf copy! 

www.ridingon.com.au

Come and visit the new website 



RIDING ON 112

PUTTY Road is renowned as one of the most enjoyable 
riding (or driving) roads in NSW, or in Australia for 
that matter. 
 
Its 174 kilometres wend their way through scenic delights 
and many bends, which have made it a favourite with 
motorcyclists. 
 
Just as popular with all users of Putty Road is a business 
known as Grey Gum Café, located at almost exactly half-way 
between the road’s southern and northern ends at Windsor 
and Singleton. 
 
This is a café where motorcyclists of any persuasion are 
welcome, its entry road is lined by the flags of different 
motorcycle clubs. 
 
With extensive concrete hardstands where bikes can be 
parked without risk of toppling over, there is even a washing 
bay for cleaning helmet visors. 
 
Grey Gum has been operated for the past five years by John 
and Kim Grace, who had to battle planning bureaucrats who 
wanted them to install slip-lanes off the road at considerable 
cost. 
 
That battle was won and Grey Gum Café began building 
popularity, but it was always shadowed by an occasional 
problem. 
 
Most are aware of the road’s hazards but, as the old saying 
goes, accidents will happen and riders are occasionally in need 
of medical assistance. 
 
Help is inevitably sought at Grey Gum Café, but 
communications in the area are unpredictable, according to 
Kim Grace. 
 
“Mobile phones are useless here, and our landlines are no 
better,” she said. 
 

“Those lines must be getting pretty old by now, they keep 
dropping in and out.” 
 
Then a rider fell almost literally at their front gate, fortunately 
with only minor injuries, but it was the final straw for John and 
Kim, who took matters into their own hands. 
 
On August 5, they put the following notice on their Facebook 
page; 
 
“We have turned our tip jar (we’ve never had a tip jar before) 
over to raising money to purchase a satellite phone to be kept 
here at GGC. We know you are all aware of the lack of mobile 
reception in the area but you may not know that our land lines 
are also unreliable and now somehow Telstra have linked our 
land and mobile phones together so that when we lose one 
we lose the other. We live in fear that one of you will have 
an accident and that we will be unable to contact emergency 
services.”  
 
Knowing the cost of a suitable satellite phone was $2490, they 
said an appeal started with a hefty donation from “some of 
the Hills District Ulysses boys” and had already raised $1180. 
It was then that things got really interesting. 
 
Less than 24 hours later on August 6, Kim wrote; “Within five 
minutes of my post on Facebook I received a phone call from 
Laith Abu Zaid who offered to make up the difference. Would 
you believe it.... during the phone call the line dropped out 
and we had no phone service at all for the next five hours.” 
 
Meanwhile, others were offering donations, and when the 
phone service resumed Laith called back and made up the 
difference as promised. 
 
Only 20 minutes later, Pivitol Satellite donated a phone and 
recommended that they keep the donations to run the phone. 
Instead, they gained permission from donors to purchase a 
comprehensive first aid kit that could be taken to the scene of 
an accident. 
 

Safer riding  
on `The Putty’
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Kim and John also had the idea of a motorbike repair kit, which might 
save the cost of bike recovery for many riders, so that went into the 
mix too, then Ambulance NSW suggested that they raise funds to buy 
a portable defibrillator. 
 
Their new satellite phone from Pivitol arrived on August 17, then on 
August 20 came the donation of two first aid kits, purchased from St 
John’s Ambulance by Ferghal Donohoe, who has a Facebook page 
called Ferghal’s Motorcycle Gear.  
 
On August 24, as Riding On was about to go to press, word arrived 
that Grey Gum Café was about to start shopping for its own 
defibrillator. 
 
In just three weeks, the safety and wellbeing of motorcyclists on Putty 
Road had been substantially increased, thanks to the compassion of 
two people and the riding community they cater to. 
 
Like all good stories, there is a twist in this tale – John and Kim Grace 
have created a haven for motorcyclists, and they love the people who 
ride them, but neither of them actually rides! 
 
Photographs courtesy of Grey Gum Café and John Keogh. 
 
Gary Warner #65262

Only $15 prepaid 
($20 at the gate) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepaids to; Central Victoria Branch PO 
Box 736 Bendigo Central PO 3552 Vic 
OR 
Direct payment to:  
Account name- Central Victoria Ulysses 
Group.  
BSB: 633000 Acc: 107992083  
Enter Ref: GDR plus your surname 
Contacts: Tony 0409 411 557 
                   Reg   03 5439 3611 

19th Golden Dragon Rally 
30th September – 2nd October 2016 

Tarnagulla Recreation Reserve 
 
 

 
The tradition continues….. 

Catering and Liquor license by ‘Lions Club’ 
Amenities on site, w/showers 
TV for AFL followers 
NO GLASS & cars parked off camp sites. 

Bon fire and Bands Friday & Saturday nights 
Badges for the first 200 & patches $5.00 
Raffles and Awards- 

www.centralvictoriaulyssesbranch.com 
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Gregory Allan Bride #49434 
15/3/63 – 25/06/16 
A kind and gentle traveller
It is with regret that I write of the passing of Greg Bride, 
a member of the Central Coast Riders Branch since 11 
December 2007. 

He was a keen bike owner and rider who passed away after 
fighting hard against the rapid onset of cancer.

Greg loved his motor home and he travelled everywhere in 
that vehicle; Darwin, Far North Queensland, he would have 
even got to Tassie for this year’s AGM if he hadn’t missed the 
boat (literally) by a couple of hours. The two other things he 
was passionate about were always with him; his dog and his 
trike. I believe he loved them equally. 

Greg was a loyal Ulyssean and rode whenever he was in 
the area, but more often than not he was away on another 
adventure somewhere, but he very rarely missed an AGM. He 
was a cheerful guy and was always eager to offer suggestions 
or an opinion on most subjects. His favourite saying when 
you introduced him to anyone was “Always the Bridesmaid 
never the Brides” and he would laugh a little.  He will be 
remembered by all who knew him as a delightful and happy 
guy to be around and he will be missed.

A true biking enthusiast, he continued to ride modified bikes 
despite losing an arm as the result of a bike accident. It was 
a privilege to be able to facilitate the last sidecar ride that the 
very generous Ron Barber was able to provide Greg in the 
weeks before he passed. He was very calm in the face of his 
illness and was clearly determined to milk the very last out of 
life.

Friends and family members were asked to provide one 
word to describe Greg’s character. I think they are worth 
sharing; biker, caring, sweet, adventurous, compassionate, 
communicator, wingless, gentle and cheeky. These are very 
fine words indeed. 

Greg will be sorely missed by his mother Wendy, father 
Ivan, his siblings Sharon, Michael, Doris and David, and his 
extended family. His mother nursed him through his final 
months and has asked that her gratitude be extended to the 
personnel of Palliative Care and Silver Chain, who were a 
source of great support.

Todd Vercoe  
#44470

In Memoriam 
Kennedy (Ken) Murchie #444 
10/02/27 - 04/02/15 

Dad was a lifetime motorcycle enthusiast and still owned 
a bike right up until his passing, a rare 1974 Z2 750 
Kawasaki that we restored. 

In his early years as a member of the Bundaberg and 
District Motorcycle Club, amongst other events he regularly 
raced on the sand at Moore Park beach, stripping down his 
bike on a Friday evening to go racing on the weekend, then 
reassembling it on a Sunday evening to ride it to work on 
Monday. 

Such was his love of motorcycles. when courting mum in the 
late 1940s they travelled everywhere on his bike, and once 
married they carried their first born on the bike, only buying a 
car when their second child came along.

He supported and encouraged me in my love of motorcross 
racing as a youngster, taking me, my bike and Mum all around 
Queensland over a ten year period.  In later years he and I 
restored a few 1970s Kawasaki 900s, one of which was his 
and a bike he loved very much. We rode from Bundaberg and 
Gladstone to attend a few of the early 500 GP races at Phillip 
Island and then Eastern Creek. On a couple of occasions 
we were accompanied by one of his sons in law, long term 
Ulyssaan Doug Savage. While not a very active member of the 
Ulysses Club, Dad was always proud to be a member and very 
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proud of his early membership number. 

He owned many bikes over the years, his first being a non-
running early 1920s Indian Chief that he and a mate bought. 
Between the two of them they got it going, rode it for a 
while then happily sold it for a profit when they joined 
the Army. After the war he had ex-army BSAs, Velocettes, 
Matchless and AJS, then later many Japanese bikes of all 
brands and sizes from a scooter to a 900cc.

Motorcycling still remains a popular pastime in the family with 
myself still riding, one son in law a Ulysses member, the other 
son in law involved with junior speedway and grandsons and 
now a great grandson riding motor bikes.

He is and always will be greatly missed by all his family and 
friends.

RIP Dad from your son David and daughters Carol, Kate and 
their families.

Roslyn Dawn Pearson # 35677
28/11/1948 – 28/7/16 

Ros joined the Wollondilly Wanderers Branch of the Ulysses 
Club on the 26th February 2004 and with her husband Neil, 
remained an active member who was devoted to the people 
in her life.  For a period of time she was part of the Branch 
Committee in the position of Welfare Officer whilst also caring 
for Neil who was very ill until his passing in August 2013.

She enjoyed life to the fullest and loved travelling to places 
as a pillion passenger. She jumped at the chance to go for 
a ride and being of light frame the rider could easily forget 
she was on the back. She was so relaxed she could sleep on 
long journeys. Ros continued to attend many Branch events 
arriving in her car 

Her other interest was dancing and she later introduced one 
of her long time dancing friends Michael Berry to motorcycle 
riding.

Nothing was too much trouble for Ros and if she hosted a get-

together at her home, the food was in abundance. Ros could 
be best described as a quiet achiever, no fuss and get the job 
done.

On 28th July, Ros collapsed at home and passed away at 
Campbelltown Hospital that evening. Her Memorial Service 
was held on 8th August at Bargo followed by a motorcycle 
escort to Mittagong where many people gathered to 
remember a very special lady and a good friend.

Ken Rooke,  
#10175

Roger Gibbins #2954

It is with great sadness that I advise of the passing of Roger 
Gibbins of Waikerie SA. 

Roger joined our club on September 15th, 1990 and was a 
foundation member of the Mallee Branch in SA. 

Gibbo, as we all knew him, was a staunch hard working 
member of our club and a very popular bloke. He enjoyed 
his BMW motorcycles and hardly ever missed a run until later 
years when his health began to fail. 

Roger served our club in the capacity of secretary for some 
time and I’m afraid I don’t have access to the exact number of 
years as records seem to have been misplaced. 

In recent years Roger and an old friend and widow of a close 
mate, Joan Morris, travelled to many AGM Event venues 
together and it wasn’t until Roger was forced by ill health to 
enter an aged care facility that Joan went back to the city to 
live with her daughter. 

Gibbo passed away at Waikerie on July 5,, aged 85 years. 

This is a man who will be missed far and wide by his family 
and many friends. 

Rest in peace, old mate. 

Larry Caspers #4793

Past President, Ulysses Club Mallee Branch.
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HD Road King FLHP 2009

One of the very few in Australia, coloured pearl white 
Tuning calibrated to American Police standard 
Lowered a fraction to suit the under 6 foot rider 
Only 33,700kms and full 12 month registration

Included are Screaming Eagle Pipes (plus original pipes), 
cruise control, ABS and passenger back rest. 

Side stand switch fitted to prevent riding off with the side 
stand down.

Price $23,000     Located in Croydon Victoria

Don Middleton #24917

0468 771 980

Trike and Trailer for sale

Bon Trike , done only 24,000 Ks , in 
excellent condition with custom paint. 
This is a three-seater, with seat belts, 
stereo system, driving lights, all LED. 
Camper trailer is aluminium, with 
matching paint job, and has some 
camping gear included (tent etc). Ill 
health forces sale, price is $29,500.00 
ONO. Located at Ferndale, Qld. Contact 
0407 151 449.

Doc Pepper Member # 5355.
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Info About Your Club

Training Rebates
Ulysses Club Inc. offers rebates for Rider Training and 
First Aid Courses that are completed with a Registered 
Training Organisation. (Conditions apply).

1. Both rebates can be claimed only once within the 
three year membership period, to financial members 
only (not to those in the “grace period”).

2. Rebates are up to 50% of the amount paid for the 
course, up to a maximum of $80 for Rider Training and 
$60 for First Aid course. If the 50% rebate is less than 
$80 or $60, the difference remains a credit until the 
member’s next renewal date, when it is reset at $80 or 
$60. Credits do not accumulate.

3. The Rider Training Rebates are only available to 
licenced riders attending a road safety and/or skills 
based advanced training course. They are not available 
for training required to obtain a motorcycle licence.

4. The First Aid rebates are available on completion 
of a Senior First Aid certificate or Motorcycle First 
Responder endorsement. 

5. The rebates are only available to members who 
successfully complete the course, not just for the 
booking. We are requiring a copy of the certificate 
of completion issued by the training provider, plus 
evidence of payment by the member (receipt).

6. In the case of block bookings (by groups or Branches), 
we are requiring individual copies of completion 
certificates or a formal listing on Company letterhead 
with confirmation of completion. We will pay each 
member directly.

7. All courses must be paid for by the member to be able 
to claim the rebate. (If a branch subsidises the course the 
member cannot claim the rebate. A Branch and the Club 

is one and the same therefore voiding the member from 
claiming twice).

8. These policies will be reviewed in the light of member 
response and the financial health of the club.

Rebate claim forms are available on the National website 
under ‘Documents’ once logged in.

Rebates will only be issued if the criterion is met. It is 
the members’ responsibility to provide all information 
required to the Administration Office. At time of booking 
your course, please advise your training organisation 
that you require a certificate or letter of completion in 
order to claim your rebate from Ulysses Club Inc.

Age and Membership Badges
60 Age / 10, 15 Year Length of Membership Badges

These badges are available from Club Administration for 
$5.50 each by phoning 1300 134 123 or
email: administration@ulysses.org.au

Members can purchase these badges upon attaining the 
appropriate status and subject to confirmation of records 
held.

70 & 80 Age / 20, 25 & 30 Year Length of Membership 
Badges

These badges are complimentary upon individual 
application and subject to confirmation of records held.

Club Constitution  
Download a copy of the Club’s Constitution from the 
footer of the National Website www.ulyssesclub.org.  or 
contact the National Administration Office.

Three basic principles of the Ulysses Club Inc are:- 

a)      To provide ways in which older motorcyclists can get together for companionship and mutual support;

b)     To show by example that motor cycling can be an enjoyable and practical activity for riders of all ages;

c)      To draw the attention of public and private institutions to the needs and views of older riders.
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Club Contact Listing

Please call your local Branch contact for details on local rides, meetings and events or 
visit www.ulyssesclub.org

ACT BRANCHES
CANBERRA BRANCH Canberra MICHAEL WINTERS 0412 13 4376

NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCHES

BATHURST BRANCH Bathurst GRAHAM REA  0427 58 9983
BLUE MOUNTAINS BRANCH Katoomba BOB VAN BUSKIRK 0474 07 7823
BORDER RANGES BRANCH Lismore, Ballina, Casino, Byron Bay LES TARRAN 0402 27 9260
BROKEN HILL BRANCH Broken Hill DEAN SCHMIDT 0428 35 7378
CENTRAL COAST RIDERS 
BRANCH

Gosford, Wyong TONY SINCLAIR 0408 68 5722

CLARENCE VALLEY BRANCH Grafton REG HAMPSON 0408 43 1542
COBB HIGHWAY BRANCH, 
DENILIQUIN 

Deniliquin PETER NANKIVELL 0484 117 304

COFFS COAST BRANCH Coffs Harbour MIKE MELLEFONT 0408 39 5053
COOTAMUNDRA BRANCH Cootamundra BILL TEALE 02 6942 3134 
COTTON COUNTRY CRUISERS, 
MOREE BRANCH

Moree ROS ROSE 02 6752 1479

COWRA BRANCH Cowra BRIAN NAIRNE 0407 45 3829
DUBBO & WESTERN PLAINS 
BRANCH

Dubbo Area JENNIFER 
HUMPHRIES

0417 45 3604

EASTERN CREEK BRANCH Parramatta -Western Suburbs - Sydney KEVIN WATERSTON 0415 52 7196
EUROBODALLA BRANCH Batemans Bay GRAHAM WELLS 0414 07 9857
FORSTER BRANCH Forster, Tuncurry PAUL ANLEZARK 0418 61 2226 
GLEN INNES BRANCH Glen Innes GEOFF BOURNE 0427 49 6752
GLOUCESTER BRANCH Gloucester IAN PARKS 0414 58 2019
GOULBURN NSW BRANCH Goulburn JOHN ZYLA 0498 11 8734
GRENFELL BRANCH Grenfell DEBBIE STEVENS 0429 43 1434
GUNNEDAH BRANCH Gunnedah WARREN COOMBES 0431 72 8591 
HAWKESBURY BRANCH Hawkesbury River PETER SMITH 0447 19 7983
HILLS BRANCH Castle Hill, North West Sydney SANDRA MITCHELL 0407 21 1956
HORNSBY DISTRICT BRANCH Hornsby DEAN FINCH 0425 21 4866
HUNTER COALFIELDS BRANCH Cessnock, Kurri Kurri BILL INGALL 0427 90 2814
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INVERELL SAPPHIRE CITY 
BRANCH

Inverell PHIL KIMBER 0419 95 6270

LAKE MACQUARIE BRANCH Lake Macquarie TONY O’NEILL 0475 06 8882
LITHGOW & DISTRICT BRANCH Lithgow Area DARRYLL COOPER 0428 14 0555
MACARTHUR BRANCH Campbelltown, Camden MARK SHEPHERD 0403 82 9913
MACLEAY VALLEY BRANCH                                                                    Kempsey IAN BRAY 0428 66 5598
MANNING VALLEY BRANCH Taree LESSLEY THORNTON 0408 46 9141
MIA BRANCH Leeton, Griffith PHIL GRAY 0407 22 3053
MUDGEE BRANCH Mudgee CHERYL AURISCH 0427 72 1419
MYALL LAKES BRANCH Buladelah TONY MITCHELL 0417 47 4528
NAMBUCCA VALLEY BRANCH Nambucca Heads TODD VERCOE 0438 22 5390
NEPEAN BRANCH Penrith STEVEN NEVILLE 0418 22 3720
NEW ENGLAND BUSHRANGERS 
BRANCH

Armidale ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICE

1300 134 123

NEWCASTLE LOWER HUNTER 
BRANCH

Newcastle, Maitland DEBRA RELF 0419 35 3755

NORTHERN BEACHES BRANCH North Sydney metro Beaches ALAN BATEMAN 0417 68 5246
NORTHERN RIVERS BRANCH Lismore, Casino, Ballina, Byron Bay BILL SLADE 0466 57 7524   
ORANGE BRANCH Orange LEONIE WOOD 0438 54 8041
PORT MACQUARIE MID NORTH 
COAST BRANCH

Port Macquarie, Camden Haven, 
Wachope

PHIL HEDLEY 0488 73 3520

PORT STEPHENS BRANCH Port Stephens ANNE CROWLEY 0417 68 8569
SAPPHIRE COAST BRANCH Eden, Merimbula, Bega  Area BRUCE BEARMAN 0417 45 6756
SNOWY MOUNTAINS BRANCH Cooma ROWAN BOUCHER 0404 97 6021
SOUTH COAST BRANCH Nowra MIKE LEONARD 0421 04 4134
ST. GEORGE SUTHERLAND 
BRANCH

St George - Sutherland Sydney 
Southern suburbs

KEITH MOYLE 0402 81 0875

SYDNEY BRANCH Sydney DIANNE MCCALLUM 0417 27 9482
TAMWORTH & DISTRICTS 
BRANCH

Tamworth MARK PAYNTER 0418 21 6673

TWEED BORDER BRANCH Tweed Heads LINDA NICASTRI 0417 25 9177 
UPPER HUNTER BRANCH Muswellbrook, Singleton BILL TINDALE 0488 47 1978
WAGGA WAGGA BRANCH Wagga Wagga PAT COMBS 0408 42 0766 
WOLLONDILLY WANDERERS 
BRANCH

Menangle , Mittagong, Bowral KEN ROOKE 0418 45 5815

WOY WOY PENINSULA BRANCH                                                             Woy Woy - Southern Central Coast GARRY FUCHS 0439 02 7566

NORTHERN TERRITORY 
BRANCHES
CENTRAL DESERTS BRANCH Alice Springs JEFF COLE 0438 51 4397
TOP END BRANCH Darwin JOHN ALLWOOD 0410 02 5032

QUEENSLAND BRANCHES
ALBERT VALLEY BRANCH Beenleigh NOEL CARNEY 0412 35 6229
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BLACKALL RANGE 
NAMBOUR BRANCH

Nambour ROD CLIFFORD 0419 76 0089

BOWEN BRANCH Bowen NOEL SLEEMAN 0400 79 1009
BRISBANE BRANCH Brisbane SUSANNE 

KENYON-WESTON
0438 18 1054

BUNDABERG BRANCH Bundaberg NEIL COOK 0409 60 7511
BURDEKIN BRANCH Ayr - Home Hill ANN COFFISON 0428 18 0611
BURNETT BRANCH Kingaroy, Nanango COLIN PARKER 0418 71 7626
CAIRNS BRANCH Cairns MALCOLM MCKASKILL 0438 78 5276
CAPRICORNIA BRANCH Rockhampton STEPHEN SAGNOL 07 4933 3142
DARLING DOWNS BRANCH Toowoomba LINDA CAREY 0434 52 6227
FRASER COAST BRANCH Hervey Bay, Maryborough WENDY ANDREW 0421 83 1934
GATTON BRANCH Gatton PAUL HOFFMAN 0403 75 5331
GLADSTONE BRANCH Gladstone, Biloela DESLEY TWINER 0488 98 0884
GLASSHOUSE MOUNTAINS 
BRANCH

Caboolture PAM TOPP 0405 24 5741

GOLD COAST BRANCH Gold Coast DAVID HICKS 0428 60 8495
GYMPIE BRANCH Gympie PETER PALIS 0435 25 5472
IPSWICH BRANCH Ipswich AMANDA PAMENTER 0413 42 0970
LOCKYER BRANCH Ipswich, Lockyer Valley EDWARD WEBB 0427 34 2797
LOGAN CITY BRANCH Logan IAN KIRKWOOD 0400 14 3063
MACKAY BRANCH Mackay GREG POWER 0437 11 6439
MOUNT ISA BRANCH Mt Isa ADMINISTRATION 

OFFICE
1300 134 123

MOUNT LINDESAY BRANCH Mount Lindesay DONNA KENT 0414 96 3744
NORTHERN GATEWAY BRANCH Brisbane Northern Suburbs JOHN MOORCROFT 0478 81 3668
REDCLIFFE BRANCH Redcliffe - Brisbane Northern suburbs SANDRA CARROLL 0407 39 3065
REDLANDS BRANCH Brisbane South East  suburbs TOM DOOLAN 0417 71 9891
SOMERSET REGION BRANCH Kilcoy, Esk KATHY ELLEM 0428 65 5554
STANTHORPE BRANCH Stanthorpe TBA  
SUNSHINE COAST BRANCH Maroochydore, Caloundra, Noosa PAUL GROSSMAN 0419 72 2091
TOWNSVILLE BRANCH Townsville FRANK MCGUIRK 0409 49 8177
TROPIC COAST TOURERS 
BRANCH

Innisfail DON FULLER 0428 88 1571

WARWICK & DISTRICT BRANCH Warwick ELAINE WENHAM 0407 93 7199

SOUTH AUSTRALIA BRANCHES

ADELAIDE BRANCH Adelaide KEN WAGNITZ 0417 35 3389
EYRE PENINSULA BRANCH Port Lincoln LLOYD PARKER 0428 83 1184
FLEURIEU BRANCH Fleurieu Peninsula DAVE  

POLKINGHORNE
0433 92 7221

LIMESTONE COAST BRANCH Mt Gambier LYNDA JONES 0403 59 8258
LOWER MURRAY BRANCH                                         Murray Bridge KYM FELS 0417 80 1351
MALLEE BRANCH Berri, Renmark (Riverland) SCOTT CROCKETT 0402 50 0037
TORRENS VALLEY BRANCH Adelaide - North East Suburbs JOHN HANLAN 0403 31 9088
WHYALLA & DISTRICTS BRANCH Whyalla PERRY ZIMMERMAN 0419 13 4511
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TASMANIA BRANCHES
EAST COAST THYLACINES 
BRANCH

Bicheno, St Helens, St Marys BARRY NELSON 0439 72 2515

HOBART BRANCH Hobart BETTY PARSSEY 0407 50 1620
NORTH WEST COAST BRANCH Smithton, Ulverstone, Devenport ROBIN SMITH 0419 14 3688
TAMAR TOURERS BRANCH Launceston FIEONA PETROHILOS 0407 97 9289

VICTORIA BRANCHES
ALBURY - WODONGA BRANCH Albury-Wodonga BILL ALLOTT 0417 65 2974
ALPINE RIDERS BRANCH Bright, Harrietville - North East Victoria LEANNE EGAN 0427 50 1033
BAIRNSDALE DISTRICTS 
BRANCH

Bairnsdale STEPHEN BRAFIELD 0427 79 7888

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS BRANCH Ballarat SHARRYN NANKERVIS 0417 35 5326
CENTRAL MURRAY-SWAN HILL 
BRANCH

Swan Hill PETER HOLT 0428 54 9003

CENTRAL VICTORIA BRANCH Bendigo TONY ELLIOTT 0409 41 1557
ECHUCA BRANCH Echuca PAUL BUTLER 0438 55 1450
GEELONG BRANCH Geelong JOHN GRACE 0427 42 9660
GIPPSLAND CENTRAL BRANCH Traralgon MARG VAN ROSSUM 0427 22 1973
GOULBURN VALLEY BRANCH Shepparton TREVOR FRANKLIN 0430 01 4400
GRAMPIANS BRANCH Ararat,  Horsham, Stawell JOHN HARKIN 0416 21 4631
GREEN TRIANGLE BRANCH Portland LINTON CRAM 0429 93 9420
MACEDON RANGES BRANCH Gisborne, Woodend MARK FREESTONE 0437 67 4642
MELBOURNE BRANCH Melbourne GREG REES 0416 10 9933
MILDURA BRANCH Mildura BRUCE WATSON 0409 99 7840
MORNINGTON WANDERERS 
BRANCH

Mornington, Somerville PHIL MATTHEWS 0412 53 2227 

OTWAY RANGERS BRANCH Colac, Otway BRIAN RATCLIFFE 0419 57 2432
SALE & DISTRICT BRANCH Sale STEPHEN WALSH 0467 84 7060
SHEARWATERS BRANCH Cranbourne JOHN DOBSON 0417 10 2592   
SHIPWRECK COAST BRANCH Warrnambool JOHN COWAN 0458 02 8651
SOUTH GIPPSLAND BRANCH Leongatha, Korumburra NAOMI GRIMES 0400 90 4300
TWO BAYS BRANCH Rosebud, Mornington Peninsula MICHAEL REED 0400 95 1224
WESTGATE WANDERERS 
BRANCH

Melbourne - Western Suburbs DEBORAH BOEHM 0418 13 5834

WHITTLESEA BRANCH Whittlesea RON LAURENCE 0428 53 7500
YARRA RANGES BRANCH Melbourne - Outer Eastern Suburbs DENISE GREENHALGH 0414 69 6041

WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCHES
ARMADALE HERITAGE BRANCH Armadale RAY SEDDON 0427 96 8994    
BROOME WEST KIMBERLEY 
BRANCH                                                          

Broome  JOHN KENNEDY 0412 46 0442  

BUNBURY BRANCH Bunbury BRENDA INGRAM 0417 94 2363
ESPERANCE BRANCH Esperance STEVE SMITH 0457 08 4693
FREMANTLE BRANCH Fremantle EILEEN GARSIDE 0413 73 7544
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INTERNATIONAL CLUBS CONTACT PHONE / EMAIL
ULYSSES CLUB BOTSWANA BENNIE PIETERSE bennie@rhino.co.bw
ULYSSES CLUB CAMBODIA BOB WILTSHIRE bobski2010@gmail.com

ULYSSES CLUB FRANCE ENZO CHOUETTE enzohome74@gmail.com
ULYSSES CLUB GERMANY GERNOT MINIG gminig@hotmail.com
ULYSSES CLUB GREAT BRITAIN ANDY MORRISON rabbit@morrison34.freeserve.co.uk
ULYSSES CLUB NAMIBIA HARE KRUGER harek@iway.na
ULYSSES CLUB NETHERLANDS                                                       JEROEN SCHUITEN         j.schuiten@chello.nl
ULYSSES CLUB NEW ZEALAND JIM GALT vice.p@ulysses.org.nz
ULYSSES CLUB NORWAY KNUT SVEEN 47 9097 3060 knut_sveen@hotmail.com
ULYSSES CLUB SOUTH AFRICA MAURITIUS MEIRING 0437 35 3556   ulyssessa@telkomsa.net
ULYSSES CLUB SWITZERLAND SVEN SPIESS sven.spiess@bluewin.ch
ULYSSES CLUB THAILAND MICK DITCHBURN micks_email@tpg.com.au
ULYSSES CLUB VIETNAM KEVIN COLLINS kevinbabyowl@gmail.com 
ULYSSES CLUB ZIMBABWE MARK SALTHOUSE msalthouse@lzm.co.zw

GERALDTON BRANCH Geraldton BRUCE RALPH 0427 64 2392

GREAT SOUTHERN BRANCH Albany SHANE ROONEY 0459 13 8806
JOONDALUP BRANCH Perth - Northern Suburbs KEN EATON 0418 92 5081
KALGOORLIE GOLDFIELDS 
BRANCH

Kalgoorlie GEOFF SHEW 0409 27 3442

MANDURAH - MURRAY BRANCH Mandurah SANDRA DIX 0413 51 3039
PERTH BRANCH Perth - Northern Suburbs MARK DIXON 0413 82 0071
PILBARA BRANCH                                                            Karratha STEVE TREVURZA 0410 86 7102
WARNBRO SOUND WANDERERS 
BRANCH

Rockingham DIANNA GLOVER 0419 91 9275

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

ULYSSES ADVENTURE RIDERS 
(SIG)

GARY WICKHAM 0422 00 7979

ULYTTLIES (SIG) LYN LESSLIE 0410 62 9164
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INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

To enter go to shannons.com.au/supercars or call 13 46 46 and obtain an eligible quote 
on your Car, Bike or Home Insurance* by 30 November 2016. 

 Get a Quote = 1 Entry*     |     Take out a Policy = 5 Entries!*

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the issuer of Shannons Car, Bike and Home/Contents insurance products. Read the relevant Product Disclosure Statement and consider whether 
it is right for you before buying these insurance products. Contact us for a free copy. Competition conducted by Shannons Pty Limited, of Level 28, Brisbane Square, 266 George Street, Brisbane, QLD 4000. Competition commences at 12am on 15/8/2016 
and closes at 5pm on 30/11/2016 (Melbourne time). Applications for online quotes must be submitted by 28/11/16 to be eligible for entry into this competition, however, telephone applications will continue to be available until 5pm 30/11/2016. Entry only 
open to eligible Australian residents aged 30 years or older. Eligible Entrants must be opted in to receive Shannons marketing communications. Total prize pool valued at approx. $62,075.00 (depending on major prize winner’s point of departure). Prizes 
drawn at 12pm on 14/12/2016 at Salmat Digital Pty Ltd, L2, 116 Miller St, Nth Sydney NSW 2060. The winners will be notified by phone and email by 16/12/2016 and published in The Australian newspaper on 19/12/2016 and on the competition website. 
1The winner must be aged 30 years or older and have a valid and current Australian driver’s licence. The drive experience is subject to any terms and conditions specified by Ultimate Driving Tours.*New Shannons Motor Insurance or Shannons Home & 
Contents insurance quotes/sales only (renewals and CTP quotes/sales ineligible). Limit 1 quote per vehicle or insured address. Permits: ACT TP 16/01335, NSW LTPS/16/05363, SA T16/1203. 
Full competition terms and conditions at shannons.com.au/supercars.

Shannons and Ultimate Driving Tours are offering motoring enthusiasts the chance to win an exclusive tour driving the 
world’s best supercars on some of Europe’s most amazing roads, from 28th July to 5th August 2017.

The eight-day guided tour travels through Switzerland, France, Monaco and Italy. Experience driving a selection of 
supercars1 from Ferrari, Lamborghini, McLaren, Audi and Mercedes over four days. Stay at luxury hotels, castles and 

stunning chateaus, while enjoying fantastic dining experiences, including dinner with F1 world champion, Alain Prost. Plus, 
visit the Ferrari and Lamborghini museums in Maranello and the infamous Imola circuit. 

The winner will also receive an all new 2016 Victory Octane Motorcycle in Matte Super Steel Grey.

GET A QUOTE 
TODAY!
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 Get a Quote = 1 Entry*     |     Take out a Policy = 5 Entries!*

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the issuer of Shannons Car, Bike and Home/Contents insurance products. Read the relevant Product Disclosure Statement and consider whether 
it is right for you before buying these insurance products. Contact us for a free copy. Competition conducted by Shannons Pty Limited, of Level 28, Brisbane Square, 266 George Street, Brisbane, QLD 4000. Competition commences at 12am on 15/8/2016 
and closes at 5pm on 30/11/2016 (Melbourne time). Applications for online quotes must be submitted by 28/11/16 to be eligible for entry into this competition, however, telephone applications will continue to be available until 5pm 30/11/2016. Entry only 
open to eligible Australian residents aged 30 years or older. Eligible Entrants must be opted in to receive Shannons marketing communications. Total prize pool valued at approx. $62,075.00 (depending on major prize winner’s point of departure). Prizes 
drawn at 12pm on 14/12/2016 at Salmat Digital Pty Ltd, L2, 116 Miller St, Nth Sydney NSW 2060. The winners will be notified by phone and email by 16/12/2016 and published in The Australian newspaper on 19/12/2016 and on the competition website. 
1The winner must be aged 30 years or older and have a valid and current Australian driver’s licence. The drive experience is subject to any terms and conditions specified by Ultimate Driving Tours.*New Shannons Motor Insurance or Shannons Home & 
Contents insurance quotes/sales only (renewals and CTP quotes/sales ineligible). Limit 1 quote per vehicle or insured address. Permits: ACT TP 16/01335, NSW LTPS/16/05363, SA T16/1203. 
Full competition terms and conditions at shannons.com.au/supercars.

Shannons and Ultimate Driving Tours are offering motoring enthusiasts the chance to win an exclusive tour driving the 
world’s best supercars on some of Europe’s most amazing roads, from 28th July to 5th August 2017.

The eight-day guided tour travels through Switzerland, France, Monaco and Italy. Experience driving a selection of 
supercars1 from Ferrari, Lamborghini, McLaren, Audi and Mercedes over four days. Stay at luxury hotels, castles and 

stunning chateaus, while enjoying fantastic dining experiences, including dinner with F1 world champion, Alain Prost. Plus, 
visit the Ferrari and Lamborghini museums in Maranello and the infamous Imola circuit. 

The winner will also receive an all new 2016 Victory Octane Motorcycle in Matte Super Steel Grey.

GET A QUOTE 
TODAY!
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RIDING ON 4Insurance is issued by QBE (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035. AFSL 239545. Normal acceptance criteria applies. To decide if a poIlicy 

is right for you please carefully read the Product Disclosure Statement which is available at www.qbe.com.au or by phoning us on 1800 24 34 64. 

Kicking goals for our 
customers every day

Call us for a quote 
1800 24 34 64
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