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Shannons insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:

n Choice of repairer   n Agreed value   n Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts
n Special low usage rates   n Riding gear cover  n Cover for modifications                  
n Flexible coverage for bikes that are laid up, being restored, or at club events 
n Home Contents Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast cover for your 
collectables & tools   n Pay by the month premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special bike, special car, daily 
drive, or your home, and speak with a genuine enthusiast.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

“ N O  O N E  K N O W S  Y O U R

P A S S I O N  L I K E  S H A N N O N S.”

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not 
taken account of your objectives, financial situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy.

Join the Shannons Club today! Get connected 
and share your passion - shannons.com.au/club
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e | editor@ulysses.org.au
m | 0419 047 789

From the mess on the 
editor’s desktop.

HOW did it happen? How did a blurry and out of focus 
photograph make it on to the front cover of our last edition?

I would like to blame someone else, but the fault rests entirely 
with me.

Over 20 images were taken of Geraldton Branch members 
riding along a tree-lined country road, but the results were 
less than impressive.

As you may recall, dear reader, after I twice fell out of the tree 
I had climbed in hope of getting an elevated angle, I stood 
on the seat of clubmate Herbie’s trike and was sure I had the 
shot.

I did too, but it was literally one shot, every other image was 
blurred and shaky, but I had that one shot.

All was good, the photo was sent to our designer, who thought 
“Oh, Gary must be trying to be more creative…”

Yes, I had sent the wrong image, separated from that one 
good shot by a fraction of a second.

There was one final chance for me to realise and correct my 
mistake, when the proof of the entire magazine was sent to 
me for approval.

As that proof began opening on my monitor screen, I 
recognised the basic layout of the cover as I reached for my 
spectacles.

By the time I had the specs in place on my nose, the front 
cover proof had been replaced by page 2, 3, etc, which were 
all fine.

It was not until the magazine was printed that my glaring 
mistake was obvious, and I was not alone in seeing it.

Some reported thinking that their spectacles must be overdue 

for servicing or updating, or needed cleaning, but that only 
made the cover look worse!

This was a classic mistake, the worst I had ever made in my 
long career, I had ruined the cover and knew there was only 
one thing I could do – resign!

However, my attempt to cut and run was halted by President 
Jen Woods and her NatCom colleagues, who declined to 
accept my resignation.

Their forgiveness won me over and I decided that, yes, I 
would like to continue as editor despite my shame.

My new rule – check it, and then check it again!

It may be observed that some stories in this edition are longer 
than usual.

As I recently pointed out, reports and stories have been 
getting longer and longer, making it more difficult to fit 
everything in.

Faced with large amounts of text, we decided to let the stories 
run with as little editing as possible.

Let us know your opinion – do the longer stories work or 
would you prefer that we stay with our preferred average 
length of up to 1500 words.

That will always mean detailed editing and re-writing, which I 
am trying to avoid!

Happy riding, and keep it sane out there. 

Gary Warner  
 
#65262
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e | president@ulysses.org.au
m | 0448 336 111 National President’s Report

Spring has sprung, the 
grass is riz…..etc. Isn’t 
it grand to (mostly) 
leave the cold weather 
behind us for another 
year? 

This National 
Committee has well 
and truly left the 
starting block since 
the AGM at the end 
of May. We needed 
to do an immediate 
shuffle of roles but 
that was achieved 
with consideration 
for the club first and 
foremost, by all NatCom 
members.  We thank 
Mark Seja for his work 

on the National Committee. The vacancy left by Mark was 
filled at our first National Committee meeting by Peter Baulch 
– thanks for being willing to take on the Vice President role 
Peter. We have also welcomed Blue Knowles to the National 
Committee, who as you know has been the hardworking 
National AGM Event Coordinator. 

It would be remiss of me to not mention the 2017 AGM 
Event in Wauchope, and to once again thank the AGM Event 
Committee, the local Branch, the National AGM Coordinators, 
the event coordinators, and of course the volunteers who gave 
so much time and energy to deliver a wonderful event. 

Henry has taken to the role of Secretary with a flurry of emails 
in response to the many enquiries asked by members and I 
know that every email is receiving due consideration and a 
suitable response.  

Peter has been working with the 2018 AGM Event committee 
and between them they have so far sourced two Early bird 
Registration prizes.  The 2018 AGM Event committee is 
dedicated to providing a wonderful event in the Riverlands 
area and we continue to effect change as we have done 
previously – the AGM Event continues to evolve to meet 
the needs of members, sponsors and traders, as well as the 
community hosting the event. 

Allan amazes with his communication skills and easy 
interaction with the International Clubs. He has built up a very 
successful rapport with the clubs and information provided 
to him is shared to members via our various communications 
methods.  Allan has been a good support to Dave Wright who 
has settled in well as the new Committee member.

John our Treasurer has been incredibly busy with the 
Administration Office and also making suggestions to improve 
the club’s bottom line and the National Committee have 
appreciated the work John is doing. 

The Wollondilly Wanderers Branch were only too willing to 
assist with the recent clean up and stocktake in the National 
Administration Office when they were asked to help – we 
really appreciate that the extra help is available when we need 
it.

As we head into the warmer months which is also the period 
when riders attend local shows, as well as international 
Expos such as the Sydney Motorcycle Show, and host district 
shows such as the Hills Show and Shine, I am reminded how 
important it is to showcase our club in the best way possible – 
by being open, friendly and well informed as we promote our 
club to the wider community.   
 
Being well presented, wearing our club gear with pride while 
talking to members of the community is key to promoting our 
club to those people who aren’t sure what we are about. I 
know, it’s surprising that not every rider knows about us.  We 
the members are the best advertisement for our club. 

The main website has been updated with a series of new 
banners, thanks to our website admins. Great work and 
members may see themselves in the banners – have a look!  

Jen Woods  
#21395 
National President
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Vice President’s Reporte | vicepresident@ulysses.org.au
m | 0428 246 175

Our first National 
Committee meeting 
following the very 
successful AGM Event 
in Port Macquarie – 
Wauchope, presented 
us with the unexpected 
resignation of 
Mark Seja #39695.  
Mark’s resignation, 
due to unforeseen 
circumstances, was 
reluctantly accepted and 
we all wish him well.

I am both proud and 
humbled to accept the nomination of fellow NatCom members 
for the position of National Vice President, and look forward 
to providing strong support, advice and assistance to National 
President Jen Woods #21395 and the enthusiastic team 
that we now have.   The vacancy left by my elevation from 
Committee to NVP has been filled by our very capable and 
competent Nagmec – Blue Knowles #33140.

Another very important aspect of our first NatCom meeting 
(for the new year) was the adoption of two particular 
resolutions. 

The first resolution provides us with a clear and official policy 
on Governance, Procedures and Approvals. Some events over 
recent years have shown all to clearly, the need for good 
Governance in all that we undertake, particularly at National 
Committee level where members responsibilities are akin to 
those of Directors of Public Companies.  I’m sure you will 
hear more about this from our National Treasurer, whose 
responsibilities now also include Governance.

The second resolution provides us with a clear Code of 
Conduct, and has application at all levels within our Ulysses 
organisation.  I guess we have all at some time seen evidence 
of personality clashes, inappropriate behaviour, cliques, etc…..  
all of which can be a major cause of discontent. Adherence to 
our Code of Conduct should help in minimising the impact of 
such potential problems. It all boils down to treating others at 
all times as we would want to be treated.

All members recognise that there are some challenges to 
be faced as we position our great Club for sustainability 
and growth, moving forward. Your National Committee is 
committed to ensuring that all plans for the future are soundly 
based on “what members want” and what will provide a 
sound basis for the future. Two specific initiatives are currently 
underway. The first is a complete and thorough review of the 
entire “AGM Event” program as it has evolved.  The second 
is a first ever independent research survey being undertaken 
by Professor Ian Kirkwood and his team from James Cook 
University.  The outcomes of both these initiatives will have 
a profound impact on real planning for the future of Ulysses 
Club.

Our National Committee for the year ahead is an enthusiastic 
blend of experienced and new members. We welcome Dave 
Wright # 51871 and Blue Knowles # 33140, as the new boys 
to the team.

 Peter Baulch  
#27672   
National Vice President 

ADVENTURE 
AND kEEp  
2017 pRicEs

2018
13
years

adriaticmototours.com

NOW

BOOk YOUR
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Vice President’s Report

When it comes to protecting and accessorising 
your ride, there really are no limits.
Motorrad Garage has all the gear from SW-Motech and other leading 
manufacturers to fully accessorise your ride whether it’s the BMW R1200GS or 
any other bike.

Jump online at motorradgarage.com.au to see the full list of bike speci�c 
accessories available for your ride and a huge range of additional gear designed 
to complement every bike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL US ON 08 9350 9052 OR VISIT

EXCLUSIVE AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTOR OF

NO LIMITS.

REAR RACKS FOR 
HARD & SOFT LUGGAGE

DEVICE MOUNTS

CRASH BARS &
SKID PLATES

SIDE CARRIERS FOR HARD 
& SOFT LUGGAGE  

ADJUSTABLE
FOOT PEGS GEAR LEVERS
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Secretary’s Reporte | secretary@ulysses.org.au
m |  0418 329 617

This being my first report 
as Secretary, I have to 
say that it has been a 
very busy time since the 
2017 AGM Event at Port 
Macquarie/Wauchope. 

Almost from Day 1, the 
emails started flooding in. 
Most have been the usual 
requests for membership 
renewals, new member 
enquiries, login problems 
and branch problems. 

Some enquiries have 
been of a more technical 

nature, such as constitutional issues which require some 
investigation. So despite my15 years in the Ulysses Club, I’m 
learning a lot more about the club as I go along. It is great 
being able to communicate with members via emails or even 
on the phone.

For the first few weeks I spent some time catching up on 
emails that were awaiting responses from before the 2017 
AGM, but these have all been dealt with (I hope). 

Thanks must go to those members who have sent in 
comments and suggestions, and even some complaints, about 
the 2017 AGM. All comments, good or bad, are taken on board 
by the National Committee and they will all be considered by 
the AGM Review Committee which will be convened soon (or 
may be underway by the time this report is published).         

I have been made aware of some issues at Branch level, only 
verbally at this stage, but the members who have approached 
me are reluctant to make complaints in writing. I would 
not normally respond to or act on verbal comments, but I 
thought it was worthwhile bringing up some things in case it is 
affecting anyone else. Issues of concern are as follows:

- Members being asked for Branch membership fees as 
a compulsory payment.

- Members being told they must serve a probation pe-
riod before being accepted as a full branch member.

- Members being told they cannot wear a branch shirt 
until they finish their probation period.

- Members being told that they are not allowed to go 
on a Branch ride without any reason or justification.

Some of these issues may or may not affect many members 
however I need to make the following observations, based on 
the Ulysses Club Constitution and Member Handbook:

- Branch membership fees are not permitted. Branch-
es may collect fees for newsletters or for operating 
costs, however these fees are voluntary and cannot 
be enforced.

- There are no ‘probation periods’ for Ulysses Club 
members. When you become a member you are en-

titled to associate fully with any Branch or Branches, 
anywhere, anytime, from the day your Ulysses Club 
membership is approved. We are ONE CLUB, with 
one set of rules.

- There is no restriction on the wearing of Branch 
shirts. If you have a Branch shirt, you are entitled to 
wear it from the day you join a Branch. By the same 
token, the Branch cannot refuse to supply a shirt if 
they are readily available through the Branch Quar-
termaster. Similarly, you don’t have to wear a Branch 
shirt if you don’t want to.

- Members should be able to go on branch rides as 
long as the rides are suitable for their level of experi-
ence.  Ride leaders should advise members if a ride is 
not suitable for inexperienced and/or new riders and 
discuss this with any new members.

If the above issues are not affecting any members, then my 
apologies, but if they are, please take note and if necessary 
contact me with your concerns.

I’m looking forward to my first year as your National Secretary. 
I will endeavour to answer all queries and I hope to be able to 
communicate with members from all over the country.

Henry Rokx
#28636  DM#45 
National Secretary
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Secretary’s Report e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m |  0429 002 411 Treasurer’s Report

I have a strange 
feeling that I 
have been down 
this path before; 
taking up the 
role of Treasurer 
and almost 
immediately trying 
to interpret where 
we are heading 
financially. I am 
sure members will 
recall my previous 
comments in 
other places 
about the need for 

sustainable operations where we make a moderate surplus, 
thus keeping our reserves intact and securing the financial 
future of the Club.

At this stage I cannot report that we have broken through the 
‘loss barrier’. 

The latest results we have available from our Accountant show 
we are still operating at a loss. To 30th June 2017 we were 
showing a trading loss of almost $57,000 which was $20,000 
(approx.) greater than our budget. However all is not doom 
and gloom as, to date, we have not included the result from 
the most recent AGM Event in Wauchope. The accounting for 
AGM events is rather convoluted and we are yet to determine 
a final bottom line for Wauchope; but indications are that we 
should have a surplus of near $40,000 from the Event and this 
will certainly help our position in the back half of our financial 
year.

Your National Committee continuously monitors our 
membership position and I am pleased to report that at end 
June the membership register had 15,861 financial members 
listed. This number is only slightly lower than the member 
budget which we are working to of 15,924 and, with strong 
renewals since start of 2017 we are ahead of reported 
membership earlier this year. Consequently, our revenue from 
membership is steady and predictable. We are falling short 
on revenue from advertising and with low interest rates still 
prevailing, the return we get from our cash reserves is not 
increasing.

On the expense side of the ledger our major concerns are 
NAO staffing, general administrative costs, publishing/
distribution costs for Riding On, costs attributable to NatCom 
meetings and the level of expense associated with our IT and 
web based communications. 

These issues have been subject to ongoing scrutiny by 
NatCom and projects are underway in NatCom to try to reduce 
these costs. We are hopeful that by the end of this financial 
year we will have implemented changes which will significantly 
reduce our costs in these areas. Action on these issues will 
unfold as the year progresses and they will be fully reported 
to members through NatCom meeting minutes which are 
published on our website. 

John Osborne  
 
#41785 
National Treasurer

www.adriaticmototours.com

Thailand 
& Laos

13
years

TOUR 
DATES

November 5 - 19
November 26 - December 10

15
days

We’re presenting a two week ride through Northern Thailand and wild Northwest Laos. 

HigHligHts
Sukothai (UNESCO World 
Heritage Site), Phu Rua, 
Vientiane, Vang Vieng, Luang 
Prabang (UNESCO World 
Heritage Site), Mountains 
to Oudom Xai, Chiang Rai, 
Golden Triangle, Mekong 
River, Road of 1,864 curves, 
Long Neck Hill Tribe, Doi Inth
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Purchasing Officer Report

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848

e | purchasing@ulysses.org.au
m | 0418 95 4424

e | advertising@ulysses.org.au
m | 0418 95 4424 

Well this is my first go at having responsibility for purchasing. 
As is usually the way it has been a steep learning curve, and 
mostly upwards, but I must say that I am enjoying this new 
position on your National Committee.

Since taking on this role we have had a major stocktake of 
everything in our warehouse, and a big thank-you goes out 
to the ladies in our Administration Office and also to the 
Wollondilly Wanderers Branch for helping out with this task, 
although it seems that they had quite some fun and more 
than a few laughs during the stocktake.

So now we have an up to date stock list and we can see just 
what is, and is not, selling and what are the slow movers. We 
can get a better understanding of what stock levels we need, 
to supply you with merchandising in a speedy manner without 
having excess stock on our shelves. To this end we have 
worked with our suppliers to firm up the minimum quantities 
needed in an order that will make it economical and efficient, 

and to firm up the lead times for delivery of those orders to 
reduce waiting times for you to receive your merchandising.

We will now look at our excess stock and offer some items 
at reduced prices to our members (bonus for you) to get our 
stock to a reasonable level.

We have some back orders from members for clothing that 
we will soon be in a position to fill, and I thank you for your 
patience as some have been in the pipeline for a while now. 
It has taken me some time to get a handle on our stock; 
however I believe we are now on top of the situation.  

Dave Wright  
 
#51871 
Purchasing Officer

This is my first Advertising 
Liaison Report since I 
was given this position 
following our AGM in 
Wauchope and so far we 
have made some changes 
and improvements to our 
Media Pack that we sent 
to prospective advertisers.

The latest Media Pack 
now has a more up to 
date cover and layout 
with the latest pricing; 
it also includes the new 
options for advertisers. 
The options for our 
advertisers are the Riding 

On magazine, Riding Online website, AGM website, and our 
main Ulysses Club website or it can be any combination. 

We have developed a new updated list of prospective 
advertisers in both motorcycle related businesses and also in 
general business that could be attracted by the demographics 
of our Club, who may wish to reach out to our Ulysses 
Club members. We will be perusing these new prospective 
clients and maintaining a good relationship with our existing 
advertisers over the coming months, with a view to increase 
advertising revenue for our Club.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind all of our 
members that we do need to support our advertisers who 

support us and our Club. If you are in the market for any item 
available from  our supporters, please give them consideration 
before any purchase. 

If we do not support our advertisers then we have to ask the 
question, will they continue to support us?

Dave Wright 
#51871 
Advertising Liaison 

Advertising Liaison’s Report

Purchasing Officer’s Report
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Committee Report e | mcliaison@ulysses.org.au
m | 0428 246 175

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848Road Safety Committee Report

This is the first report that I have put in Riding On to inform 
you of the work being done by your Ulysses Club Road Safety 
Committee (UCRSC)

We have a Ulysses Club member from each state and territory 
working on your behalf for your safety on the road, each 
member of UCRSC has a major background and passion for 
motorcycle rider safety.

I will attempt to bring you the latest on motorcycle safety 
from around Australia and in your own backyard on a regular 
basis, through your state and territory representative. Some 
of you who attended our AGM in Wauchope and visited the 
UCRSC stand in the trader’s hall may have met some of the 
Committee who managed the stall over the week and many 
more would have heard of the work being undertaken for you 
at the Ulysses Club Safety Forum, that was also held at the 
AGM.

Peter Ivanoff, your NSW Representative, has dates for some 
upcoming Motorcycle First Aid Courses run by Tracy Lee 
Hughes from First Aid for Motorcyclists. The courses are being 
run in – NSW, QLD, ACT, SA, Vic, and dates will be announced 
soon for TAS.  

The cost is $85.00 and qualifies for the Ulysses Club 
50% Rebate. Call Tracy on Ph. 0427 464 266 or check 
out the website for locations and dates at www.
firstaidformotorcyclists.com.au 

As the saying goes the course may not save you but it could 
save your best mate. 

Our representative in Tasmania, Terry McCarthy is now the 
Ulysses Club representative on the Tasmanian Motorcycle 
Council and I am sure will be working hard within that 
organisation for our members.

Terry is also preparing the Ulysses Club comment to the Dept. 
of Infrastructure and Regional Development on the proposal to 
mandate the use of ABS on motorcycles as has been done in 
Europe and India.

Your representative in the ACT Jen Woods wrote-

The MRA ACT has just provided a response to the ACT 
Legislative Assembly Inquiry into the Planning, Management 
and Delivery of Road Maintenance in the ACT. The terms of 
reference included:

1)    The role of all levels of government in facilitating, and the 
regulations governing, road maintenance in the ACT; 
2)    The procedures for identification, prioritisation and 
scheduling of road maintenance in the ACT; 
3)    The need for, and frequency of, road maintenance in the 
ACT, including: 
 a)    The impact of the level and type of road usage, 
 b)    The impact of road accidents, fuel and chemical 
spills, and extreme weather events,  
 c)    The impact of design and structural deficiencies, 
 d)    The impact of vegetation, animal activity, 
topography and surrounding land use, 
 e)    The role and adequacy of traffic signals, signage 
and road markings;  
4)    The level of responsiveness to road maintenance issues 
in the ACT and the extent of maintenance backlogs; 
5)    Technical and structural considerations including the role, 
and type of materials used in road maintenance in the   ACT, 

with a focus on cost effectiveness, sustainability and their 
impact on road users 
6)    The adequacy of traffic management during road 
maintenance in the ACT; 
7)    Administrative, budgetary, planning and procurement 
practices, including reporting structures, funding sources, 
investment and expenditure, oversight and accountability 
mechanisms, work health and safety compliance and the 
implementation of related territory and national specifications 
and standards; 
8)    The level and adequacy of engagement and 
communication with key stakeholders, with particular 
reference to road users; and 
9)    Any other relevant matter.

 It was quite interesting responding to it - it was very much a 
team effort and luckily we were able to call on assistance from 
an ex RSO who is a Ulysses Club member. 

I am sure you get the idea of how your UCRSC is working for 
you, there is much more going on around the country but I 
don’t want to spoil the fun, so you will just have to wait until 
next time.

If you wish to contact any of your Ulysses Club Road Safety 
Committee members please email me at roadsafety@ulysses.
org.au and I will forward query on to the right person.

Dave Wright  
 
#51981 
Chair, Ulysses Club Road Safety Committee

e  | safety@ulysses.org.au
m | 0418 95 4424
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Mo-

Motorcycle Liaison, 
MAOTY, Test Rides & 
Sponsorship Report 
for Spring  2017.

My NVP Report 
pointed to some 
of the challenges 
and opportunities 
that we face as we 
move forward. Other 
challenges that we 
need to address 
include our increasing 
evolution / transition 
to digital media – 

Web sites, e-newsletters, BranchComms, and InterComms.  
These all have impacts for our Advertising and Sponsorship 
opportunities. Whilst we are in a healthy sponsorship 
position, we need to quickly and professionally embrace all 
that is necessary to ensure that we can present an attractive 
“package” to existing and potential supporters through 
increased advertising revenues and enhanced sponsorship 
/ partnership arrangements.  Our major Sponsor – QBE – is 
currently undergoing a significant corporate restructure, 
creating a bit of uncertainty as we proceed to negotiate the 
renewal of our pre-existing long term arrangements.

Early indications from our MAOTY National Adjudicator – 
Graham Moore # 62762, are that we can once again expect a 
healthy crop of nominations for this prestigious award.

After the success of the the 2017 AGM event in Port 
Macquarie-Wauchope, from a Motorcycle manufacturers 
perspective, planning is now well underway to maximise their 
participation at Riverlands S.A. in May 2018.  All Manufacturers 
have provided us with positive feedback from the 2017 
Event experience – with their comments being published in 

E-news and Riding On. It has also been very encouraging to 
receive member reports of “buying decisions” being made 
as a result of the test rides at our AGM Event. Discussions 
with most manufacturers concerning possible changes to 
the AGM Event format and duration – subject to adoption of 
recommendations from the AGM Review team – have been 
positive and well received.

Early Registrations for our AGM Event in Riverlands S.A. 
(Barmera, Berri, Renmark region), will be eligible to win a 
fantastic “Early Bird” prize. Across Oz Trailers – an Adelaide 
based firm specialising in the manufacture of Motorcycle 
Trailers have kindly donated a “Wallaby” model from their 
range, as first prize – valued at $6800-00.  Second prize will 
be an “Indian” leather jacket – valued at $900-00, and third 
prize will be “complimentary” registration - valued at $110-00.

Sydney’s Troy Bayliss Moto Expo will be held 24 – 26 November 
(2017) at the new Sydney International Convention Centre at 
Darling Harbour.  Ulysses Club has Stand No 28. This event 
provides an excellent forum for attracting new members to our 
Club.

Riding On articles featuring test rides and reports continue 
to be very popular with our members. This Spring edition of 
Riding On feature test rides/reports including the exciting 
latest version of the Suzuki 650 V-Strom (by John Baker # 
40633) and the newly released Moto Guzzi V7 iii. (by Paul 
Cheetham # 46164). A huge thank you to our volunteer 
test riders / reporters, for the excellent work they do for the 
benefit of our members. If there are any special requests for 
particular motorcycles – new or old - to feature, please let me 
know.

Peter Baulch   
 
#27672  

Trust a fellow rider 
with your claim

Bennett & Philp Lawyers 
will get you back on the road 
and to your destination.

Rely on our 35 year track 
record in motor accident claims.
 

Proud to support
Ulysses Club Inc.

A:  Level 13, 15 Adelaide Street, 
Brisbane Qld 4000, Australia

P: GPO Box 463, Brisbane Qld 4001
T: +61 7 3001 2999  |  F: +61 7 3001 2989
E: enquiries@bennettphilp.com.au
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International Liaison’s Report

Reports received from 
the International 
Ulysses Clubs continue 
to incite envy! 

Now that they are well 
and truly out of the 
winter months, the 
ride reports (shared to 
the national website) 
and stories I receive 
show a very healthy 
membership and 
appreciation of the 
Ulysses Club motto!

Oliver Enzo, my French 
counterpart, recently 

sent an article regaling the most recent rides of the French 
Ulysses Club. He reports interest in the Ulysses Club from both 
Swiss and Italian motorcycle riders and he is hopeful that, 
although distance is a barrier, these riders will be able to join 
them at future events. 

To put things in perspective, most of the Ulysses Club France 
members are based in the Portes du Soleil ski area, which is 
located high in the French Alps. They are a little behind the 
rest of the International Clubs in respect of riding weather, 
only recently still having snow falls!

Gernot Minig from Germany has sent in a letter to the Editor 
of the Riding On, detailing his thoughts on International 
Riding. He recalls meeting Stephen Dearnley and believes 
Stephen would have been fascinated by the growth of the 
overseas clubs, something he may not have foreseen. Enjoy 
this short read further on in the Riding On.

Andy Morrison from the Ulysses Club Great Britain is pleased 
to share the information that the 2018 European international 
meeting will be held in Harrogate in North Yorkshire, England 
from 6th to 9th July. A fashionable spa resort, Harrogate has 
many fine old buildings and beautiful parks and is ideally 
located for the nearby Yorkshire Dales National Park, the 
Pennine Hills and the North Yorkshire Moors, all of which are 
excellent areas for motorcycling. Hmm, wonder if I can get to 
that one!??

Tiny from Ulysses Club New Zealand continues to enjoy riding 
those dream roads in New Zealand, recently sending some 
reports that were shared on the website.

Ulysses Club Thailand are unfortunately undergoing some 
internal friction, hopefully this will be sorted soon. Their AGM 
is at the end of August.

Brian May in Zimbabwe continues to correspond, sharing 
information and rides with me.

Most of the International Clubs have websites or facebook 
pages – to find out more on upcoming rides or if, like me, you 
just want to look with envy at the great roads and scenery, 
check out their sites.

If you would like more information on any of the International 
clubs or wish to share the story of an overseas ride, please 
feel free to contact me.

South East Queensland President and Secretaries 
Group

The recent Cartwheel Ride was once again a success, with 
money raised towards upkeep of the Ulysses Club South East 
Queensland Memorial Gardens and the Ulysses Club Arthritis 
Research Fund. An invitation has been extended to the Tweed 
and Lismore Ulysses Club Branches to join these meetings and 
the South East Queensland Branches have offered assistance 
to the Lismore 2020 annual event committee. 

Discussion has also been proposed on moving the meeting 
venue to allow attendees from further interstate to attend – 
further information will be given as this is decided.

South East Queensland Expos and Shows

An invitation has been received to man a Ulysses stall at the 
Superbikes to be held late August at Warwick, organising is 
underway for this event. 

Redcliffe Branch had a Ulysses Club display stall at the 
Sandgate Einbunpin Festival late July, continuing to raise 
awareness of the Ulysses Club in Queensland and Australia.

Don’t forget, Queensland’s largest bike expo; the Laverda 
Concours, held in Cleveland, is now the 15th of October.

Annual Event (Annual General Meeting - AGM) Liaison

I recently met with the Acting National AGM Event Coordinator 
(NAGMEC) Rob White #22674 as we continue to look at ways 
of both streamlining the nnual event and reducing the costs 
associated with the event and the AGM. 

Feedback from a lot of Ulysses Club members means that we 
now have a better understanding of what you, the members 
wish to see happen at these events in the future.

These ideas include but are not limited to: Shortening the 
event to four days, Public open days every day, encouraging 
more traders, changing the name of the event, earlier 
extended National Committee meetings and reducing fees.

In late September,  National President Jen Woods #21395, 
NAGMEC Rob White #22674 and myself will meet with the 
2020 Lismore Event team and have a look at the proposed 
2020 Event site. 

Please know that this National Committee is working towards 
a viable future for these events and the Ulysses Club. We want 
them to continue to be enjoyable experiences for everyone 
who attends. 

We are realistic and know that change cannot happen all at 
once and that there may be some resistance to some of the 
ideas. None of us really like change, but in working together 
with future event coordinators, we are optimistic that we can 
effect positive transformation for both future events and the 
Ulysses Club.

Al lan Pratt  
 
#9186 DM #21 
International Liaison
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I’ll start this report by 
saying thank you to the 
National Committee 
(NatCom) for inviting me 
to become a member of 
the Committee.  
Of course, this is not 
the usual way in which 
a Ulysses Club member 
becomes a NatCom 
member, the normal 
route is to nominate 
in November of the 
previous year and be 
lucky enough to be 
elected at the following 
AGM.

Circumstances this year, however, are different. 

Mark Seja resigned from the position of vice president in June, 
which caused a casual vacancy, and under the constitution 
NatCom was able to seek a replacement to fill the ordinary 
member position left vacant.

I welcome this opportunity to serve the membership of the 
Ulysses Club for the following year.

Following is a brief background on my involvement in Ulysses 
Club since joining in 2013.

I have been on the committee of my local branch (Albury/
Wodonga) since 2004. 

I was the Director of the 2015 Ulysses AGM Event held in 
Wodonga.

I was the joint Trader Co-Ordinator with my wife Heather 
for the 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 AGM events until my 
appointment as NAGMEC (National AGM Event Coordinator) by 
NatCom in August 2016.

I look forward to my first NatCom meeting and contributing to 
the successful management of this very special Club of ours.

Blue Knowles  
 
#33140 
Natcom Member

NatCom Member Report SPRING 2017

»  Lightweight Frames
»  Anti-Fog Coating
»  Super Flexible

Positive Dust Seal (optional extra) 
This dust seal clips in and out of the IC 
Nearviews frames and protects your 
eyes from fine dust, pollen and other 
irritants as well as peripheral light.

IC NEARVIEW EYEWEAR
These glasses are the solution for those of you who can see 
clearly out front, but struggle to see your INSTRUMENT 
console. IC Nearviews are riding glasses with bifocal lenses.

SMOKE

The arms are very flat so they 
fit comfortably between your 
head and helmet. 

CLEAR

Available online from 

GO FROM THIS TO THIS

Available in: 
+1.0, +1.5, +2.0, +2.5 & +3.0.

MotoGP
Phillip
Island

Please visit us at our Pop Up Shop 
1/82-84 Thompson Ave, Cowes 
(next to Aldi) from Oct 17–23.  
We will not be at the track!
Open from 9am– 9pm every day!
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Ulysses Club and Historical or Restricted, Redplate Club 
Registration 

What is it?

This is the question I asked myself and I know others are 
asking, so as this is now a part of my portfolio as a National 
Committee member, I decided to find out and share the 
information with you.

Do you have a vintage / historical bike and don’t ride it very 
often? The Ulysses Cub is an approved user of the historical, 
restricted or Red Plate register in New South Wales, Victoria and 
Queensland.

Currently the New South Wales system requires an inspection 
(a Pink Slip) and the completion of the application and the 
declaration forms being stamped by the Registrar or Delegated 
Officer.  Operation is restricted to the calendar runs, invited 
runs, special usage by request and service or maintenance runs 
to a “reasonable distance”.

Victoria uses a Log Book for a nominated number of days with 
the onus of responsibility for the entries being with the owner.

Queensland is similar to New South Wales, but only requiring an 
initial inspection.

A Ulysses Club permit can only be issued to the following 
motorcycles in these categories:

•  Veteran vehicles – manufactured before 1 January 1919.  

• Vintage vehicles – manufactured after 31 December 1918 
and before 1 January 1931

•  Classic and Historic vehicles – manufactured after 31 
December 1930, but more than 25 years before the date of 
the application for a club permit.   

Club permits are issued for 12 month periods and motorcycles 
are issued with a specific club permit plate. (Red and White)
The Ulysses Club Permit Scheme has been in operation for 
some time now, available to members in Queensland, New 
South Wales and Victoria. Quite a few new members have 
been recruited into the Ulysses Club because of access being 
available to Club (or Red) Plates. It has enabled a lot of existing 
members to change their existing bikes onto a more affordable 
registration plan, which is always handy if you don’t ride much 
and need to save some money. 
There are quite a few registered on Historic Registration in 
New South Wales and Red Plates in Victoria. Arrangements 
with the relevant traffic authorities in each state have been 
achieved after careful negotiation and it is important that the 
relationships developed between the traffic authorities and the 
state coordinators of the club plate schemes be maintained. 

Procedures have been put in place to ensure that all Club (or 
Red Plate) registrants abide by the rules that have been set in 
place and abide by the legal requirements for maintaining their 
Club Plate registrations. 
This includes the condition that the applicant must be a current 

financial member of the Ulysses Club and that the financial 
status be maintained for the life of the registration. 
 
The scheme commences with the initial registration of a 
motorcycle, with all applicants being required to abide by the 
conditions for registration, having their bikes inspected by the 
Ulysses Club scrutineer and completing all necessary paperwork, 
signed by the applicant and scrutineer, if available or getting 
the relevant Road Worthy Certificates (or Pink or Green Slips 
depending on the State). 
For renewal, the required paperwork must be viewed and 
signed by the relevant Ulysses Club scrutineer and current and 
financial Ulysses Club membership status must be confirmed. 
Over recent times, there have been a number of members who 
have tried to short circuit the system by attempting to get their 
Club permit, or renew their registrations, without contacting 
the relevant State coordinator/scrutineer. This is not looked 
on very favourably by the road traffic authorities and has the 
potential to bring the Ulysses Club Permit Scheme into disrepute 
– possibly forcing cancellation of the whole scheme. 

So to all those participating in the Ulysses Club Permit Scheme, 
please do the right thing. Follow the guidelines provided to 
you in the relevant information packs. By not following the 
guidelines, members run the risk of losing their registrations 
and for those not fulfilling your legal requirements with log 
books etc, you run risk of attracting road traffic offences and 
possibly criminal offences, as the Permit is an “Approval to use 
an Unregistered Vehicle”.

For further information, these are the club members 
that you may like to contact:

For Victoria: Kevin White #53524  
ulyssescps@gmail.com  0419 005 549

http://www.ulyssesmelb.com/content/club-permits-now-
available-victorian-ulysses-club-members

Kevin reports that they currently have 365 members in the 
permit system and Kevin has had enquiries from another three 
about to join plus interest from four others.

For Queensland:  Ross Atkinson  #57470  
atkinson81@hotmail.com  0403 742 573  

For NSW: Phil Whitton #3437  
whittons@ozemail.com.au   0404 322 139 
In NSW there are just over 100 bikes currently on the Register 
covering  areas as far apart as Broken Hill, Northern Rivers and 
the Sapphire Coast groups. 

Machines registered include bikes from Honda 50s to most 
British and a Russian Cossack along with the Sydney Motorcycle 
Show Honda 750.

Al lan Pratt  
#9186

Club Plate Scheme and International Liaison
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The National Committee of the Ulysses Club has approved 
funding submissions from the Sutton Laboratory of the Insti-
tute of Bone and Joint Research and Monash University.

The club is continuing a sponsorship of Monash University 
rheumatoid arthritis researcher Dr Sarah Jones for 2017-2018 
@ $40,000.00 p.a. The more recent and current sponsorship 
of Sutton Laboratories RA researcher Dr Haiyan Lin will be 
continued for 2018 @ $57,740.00 excluding on-costs.

Nepean Branch members Rex and Jenny Meredith are well 
known for their commendable camping coordination work at 
successive AGMs over many years. At the most recent AGM in 
Port Macquarie/Wauchope they came up with the novel idea 
of filling a glass jar with jelly beans and creating a guessing 
competition to define the number of beans in the container. 
AGM volunteer Elaine Shepherd did a fantastic job of selling 
the raffle tickets and the project culminated in approximately 
$400.00 being donated to UCARF. Perhaps I should not be 
revealing this but the 5 kg of jelly beans were purchased on 
special for a mere $5.00. 

Nepean Branch recently conducted their second sausage 
sizzle outside Motorcycle Accessories Supermarket in Penrith 
NSW, raising funds for their branch cumulative fund support of 
UCARF.   

Also from my local branch Nepean is member Karen Taylor, 
who generously brings along her genuine home-grown free 
range eggs to some of the meetings to sell, and in turn do-
nates the proceeds to UCARF. 

The following donations have been received since the last 
recognition published in the winter edition of Riding On. In 
no particular order these most generous contributions are as 
follows

Tamar Tourers Branch $500.00, Lower Murray Branch 
$1,000.00, Port Stephens Branch $500.00, 

Central Highlands Branch $300.00, Limestone Coast Branch 
$5,125.63,  Mornington Wanderers Branch $40.00, Coffs Coast 
Branch $785.69, Perth Branch $250.00, Hills Branch $120.00, 
Northern Beaches Branch $1,000.00, David Scott $20 0.00, 
Sydney mid-week Riders $270.00, Bunbury Branch $6,000.00. 

The Lower Murray Branch conducted a most successful 
sausage sizzle event at the local Bunnings store. The Port 
Stephens Branch donation was due to another of their popular 
Meet and Greet events. Bunbury Branch donated a bumper 
contribution and used various fund raising methods to achieve 
this. We are always interested in feedback from branches on 
the methods and sometimes novel approaches they employ 
to raise funds for our preferred charitable cause of arthritis 
research. Thank you everyone.

The Two Wheels to Wellington event is on again (29th Oc-
tober) as a part of the Motorcycle Awareness Week 2017. I 
would like to encourage members with proximity to the central 
west of NSW to check out the flyer in this edition of Riding On 
and consider attending

Attention is also drawn to an annual report in this edition of 
Riding On from the club’s sponsored arthritis researcher at 
Monash University, Dr Sarah Jones. A good read on promising 
developments in the research.   

Kim Kennerson,
#6929 L.M. #14 
UCARF Coordinator. 

Jo Dearnley 
Memorial Award 
and Good Joint 
Award winners 
2016. The Ulysses 
Club Arthritis 
Research Fund 
(UCARF) has two 
prestigious annual 
awards, the Jo 
Dearnley Memorial 
Award and the 
Good Joint Award.

The winner of the Jo Dearnley Award for 2016 is Whittlesea 
Branch. Whittlesea Branch created and largely organised 
the Dearnley MZ Scorpion motorcycle raffle that has been 
extensively reported on in previous editions of Riding On. The 
raffle was a huge success and a great credit to the branch. 
The resulting donation to UCARF was a staggering $8,000.00 
and the branch then followed up with another donation of 
$608.00 as a result of their Christmas in July event.

The winner of the Good Joint Award for 2016 is Lockyer 
Branch. Lockyer Branch unknowingly donated an exact 
amount of $8,000.00 to UCARF as did Whittlesea. The branch 
has a very impressive history in recent years of winning both 
the 

Jo Dearnley  Award and the Good Joint Award. The Jo 
Dearnley Memorial Award was introduced as a perpetual shield 
to be awarded to the Ulysses Club branch which donates the 
most money to the club’s preferred charity (UCARF) during the 
previous calendar year. 

The Good Joint Award is also a perpetual shield that was 
introduced to recognise the generosity of smaller Ulysses 
Club branches that due to their size are unable to compete in 
raising funds with larger branches.

The winner of this award may be either a single small branch 
or a cluster of small branches. That raises an impressive 
comparative amount of funds during the previous calendar 
year.Congratulations to both branches for most deservedly 
winning their respective awards. 

On behalf of the National Committee, the branches and 
members of the Ulysses Club and the recipient research 
institutions of Sutton Laboratories IBJR and Monash University 
I wish to thank Whittlesea and Lockyer branches for their most 
generous contributions.    

Kim Kennerson,
#6929 L.M. #14 
UCARF Coordinator. 
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2016-2017  UCARF Report  
Dr Sarah Jones

With the important backing of generous donations from 
UCARF, our group has been able to keep up a steady research 
program aiming to develop a better way to treat rheumatic 
diseases, including rheumatoid arthritis.

The problem for patients is a significant one, and our solution 
is, ideally, straightforward. Most patients with an autoimmune 
(rheumatic) disease frequently fall back to steroid treatment 
to stop their disease from progressing. However, steroids are 
a double-edged sword that produce almost as many damaging 
side effects as the effects of the disease that they stop. The 
creation of new and better treatments for autoimmune dis-
eases is proceeding slowly and is limited by the scientific and 
clinical understanding of how the diseases begin and develop. 
The few new therapies that are developed are usually effective 
in only a small fraction of patients, or don’t work well enough, 
and so the majority of patients have to supplement them with 
steroids to keep their disease under control.

Our approach to this problem has been to look back to 
steroids as a starting point, to take what works from ste-
roid treatment and eliminate the side effects. We have been 
improving our understanding of how steroids work to be able 
to carve a distinction between their anti-inflammatory effects 
and their harmful side effects, so that we can switch on the 
good without switching on the bad. For several years now our 
group has studied a protein called GILZ that is switched on by 
steroids, and which seems to be responsible for many of their 
anti-inflammatory effects. So far, there is no evidence that 
GILZ will have the same damaging side effects.  

In 2013, UCARF began funding my own work as a research 
fellow in this group. With this financial backing, I was able to 
demonstrate crucial evidence that GILZ could mimic some of 
the most important anti-inflammatory effects of steroids. In 
mice, when GILZ was removed, autoimmune disease devel-
oped. Treating with GILZ restored the immune system. This 
work laid an important foundation for further study on GILZ, 

which UCARF continues 
to fund. We have been 
able to secure other 
funding to grow our 
research on GILZ, and 
now have a thriving 
research team studying 
this possible new thera-
py, comprising clinicians 
and research scientists 
working side by side. 
The work has been 
recognised internation-
ally as an exciting new 
research area in the 
field of rheumatic dis-
eases, with invitations 
to present our GILZ re-
search at international 
conferences and publi-
cations in high-standing 
international journals.

We are excited to continue this research. One PhD student in 
our group is carefully studying whether GILZ is indeed safe to 
use as a therapy, and is effective in stopping the uncontrolled 
activity of the immune system that drives autoimmune dis-
ease. Another PhD student is studying the protein itself, trying 
to understand the best way to make a therapy targeting GILZ. 
A third PhD student and an undergraduate student are delving 
even further into the question of how GILZ carries out its an-
ti-inflammatory activities. We hope this work will not only give 
important information about what goes wrong in rheumatic 
diseases, but also provide some clues about how we can de-
sign new therapies, such as GILZ-targeting therapies, for the 
treatment of these debilitating diseases. 

Dr Sarah Jones
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On two wheels and 
four in Capricornia
IT’S a get-together with a difference when Capricornia 
Branch (Central Queensland), and the Capricorn Chapter 
of the MG Car Club of Queensland (MGCCQ) have their 
annual combined ride/drive to Many Peaks. 

The trip was cancelled last year as the road was flooded, 
but this year the weather was perfect, cool but with sunny 
cloudless skies. A great day to be on the roads.

This year the event took place on Sunday 20th August. I 
instigated this event as I am also an MG owner, driving my 
MG on this occasion. 

We travel from Rockhampton to Calliope, have morning 
tea at Bunting Park Calliope and then ride/drive through 
the beautiful Boyne Valley to Many Peaks for a pub lunch. 
This road has great twists and turns, enjoyed by the 
sports car drivers and motorcyclists alike. We pass through  

 

interesting townships like Nagoorin and Ubobo.

Coincidentally there were even numbers of drivers and 
riders 28 in all. The route is about 400kms round trip from 
Rockhampton. The beauty of the day is the shared love 
of top down motoring and open aired motorcycling, a 
passion shared by all the participants.

After lunch the Ulysseans headed off for a stop at Mount 
Larcom for a refresher on the ride home. The MGs 
stopped at Nagoorin to check out the waterhole which 
was popular with a bunch of locals enjoying a swim in the 
bracing coolness of the waterhole. 

It was a great day shared by people with similar interests.

Bob Holbeck #60714 
President Capricornia Branch Ulysses Club Inc
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Bovine bridge hogs
We took these photos on an organised ride at the 2017 
AGM...... There isn’t much that will stop a ride on the 
way to morning tea BUT our ride was left with no 
choice. The “One Way Bridge” was being used by a 
herd of dairy cows and it became quite a stand-off for 
awhile. 

Our ride was to the Slim Dusty Centre and Bellbrook 
Pub for lunch, we got there safely after our interlude 
with the bovine road hogs.

Loraine White #46491 and John Eaves #45873   

HOBART CONVICTS
It was a great night at the Port Macquarie – Wauchope AGM for 
members of the Hobart Branch.

They cut a fine figure of sartorial splendour in their convict dress ups, 
and reported that they all “Had a fab time...”We are still wondering who 
that bloke in the black shirt was meant to be!

Terina Knight #42621

Christmas in July 
Redlands style
Several months ago the Committee of the Redlands Branch 
(SE QLD) decided to hold a Christmas in July – in Armidale 
NSW! We decided that the cool weather would invigorate 
us; after all, winter appeared to have forgotten SE 
Queensland, daytime temps were still 25-26deg!

Because we were travelling interstate, we sent invitations 
to all Ulyssians in the Northern Tablelands area - including 
Armidale, Glen Innes, Guyra and Tamworth, inviting them to 
join us. Sorry Inverell, next year? 

The venue was the Royal Hotel in Armidale, the hotel is 
owned by fellow Ulyssian Alan Piddington #21459 and the 
manager, Nardie Pollock was extremely accommodating. 
The numbers attending were not finalised until the actual 
day and she calmly accepted all the changes and requests 
I gave her! This included providing a laptop and projector 
for dash cam videos, a Christmas tree and decorations! Very 
helpful!

The Redlands Branch members spread themselves all over 
the country on their journey to Armidale. Depending on the 
amount of time they were off work, some took three days 
down and back, others three and some just the two days. 
A lot of beautiful country in NSW and our members saw a 
lot of it! Some spent their first night in Grafton, one group 
in Coffs Harbour all via roundabout routes and some of us 
travelled down on Saturday and back again Sunday! 

Yep, it was a tad cool in places, with the morning 

temperature 
in Armidale 
being - 6deg! 
We were 
forewarned 
though and 
had lots 
of winter 
woollies in 
the panniers. 
All up, 53 
people turned up on the night! There 
were attendees from Glen Innes, Tamworth, Northern 
Gateway, Grafton, Armidale and of course Redlands Branch.

The meal was a traditional Christmas dinner and huge, 
the desserts even bigger! The venue provided lots of 
opportunity to talk and to share tall stories. Ulyssians are a 
noisy lot when 30 conversations are taking place at once.

Santa even came in the form of NatCom member Allan Pratt 
#9186 – Santa forgot his outfit, but luckily a Tamworth 
Ulyssian found the hat along the way! Everyone present 
got into the spirit and giggles ensued as they sat on Santa’s 
knee waiting for their gift! We played trivia, lucky chair and 
door prizes, and of course we just talked.

Already the request has come in to hold the event again 
next year and I am sure we will be happy to oblige. Looking 
forward to more of you joining us in July 2018 - or it is 
Tamworth’s turn to host? Just remember to bring your 
winter woollies!

Savaugn Pratt #20508
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Letters To The Editor

Dear Editor;
This is  a little story about honesty.

On a recent Friday, five members of Mackay Branch, on four 
bikes, headed off to Townsville, a distance of 400kms, to 
attend the Cowboys/Melbourne Storm NRL match. 

After travelling 200kms, we pulled in for fuel at the Delta servo 
just north of Bowen. One of our group, Noel, finished fuelling, 
then reached for his wallet, which he’d stowed in the side 
pocket of his soft luggage bag. He was less than amused to 
find the zip open and the wallet gone! 

Another of our group paid for Noel’s fuel, whilst he adjourned 
to the parking area, in order to ring his wife to begin 
cancelling credit cards. Once the phone was in hand, Noel 
found a voice-message from a fellow who said he had found 
the wallet laying on the road north of Proserpine, some 80kms 
back. He asked Noel where he was, and the reply, “Delta, 
north of Bowen”, was met with laughter. “I’m just pulling in 
there!”

And sure enough, in less than a minute a LandCruiser 
arrived, with a fellow waving the errant wallet. He told us 
he spotted the wallet on the road, with $50 notes blowing 
about. He scooped up the notes and credit cards, and found 

a membership card for Souths, a Mackay footy club. A phone 
call to them revealed Noel’s mobile number, and the welcome 
call was made.

End result - one missing $50 note, and one missing credit 
card, which was only used on overseas trips, and contained no 
funds. 

The good Samaritan refused any compensation, saying he was 
only too happy to help. BTW, they were also heading to the 
game, their young son playing in a junior game as curtain-
raiser to the main event.

We continued on our merry way, with no further incidents. It 
turned out to be a great weekend away.

Post mortem: The zipper was either left open or worked its 
way open during the first 120k leg. The wallet was found just 
beyond a cane rail crossing, which has a particularly nasty 
bump in it, and that’s probably what caused the wallet to pop 
out.

And my team, Storm, won 26-8, much to Noel’s annoyance. 
You see, he’s a Cowboys fan!

Jeff McKenzie 
#62923

Old Number 1 would be amazed

Dear Editor;
I still remember the only time I met Stephen Dearnley. It 
was 2010 and we had just held the first European Gathering 
of Ulysses Clubs and Stephen wanted to meet us to find out 
what it was like. He loved the idea of Ulysseans from various 
countries coming together in the spirit of friendship and 
camaraderie. The European Gatherings have developed since 
then. They are now held annually and organised alternately by 
the European clubs. 

I am sure Stephen would have been just as fascinated to see 
a similar development in Africa now. From 23 June to 25 June, 
2017, the Ulysses Club, Zimbabwe, held the First International 
Ulysses Indaba at Victoria Falls. About 130 Ulysseans attended 
the Indaba, which was perfectly organised. 

The Ulysses Club is still a social club for mature riders; there 
is no doubt about that. But it has also developed in a new 
direction, which Stephen could not foresee. It gives riders 
from different countries the chance to get to know each other, 
each other’s countries, to socialise and to develop friendships.

We were fortunate to be able to attend the European as well 
as the African Gathering in June 2017. It was a tremendous 
experience to meet Ulysseans from so many different 
countries. Wherever we were, we knew we were among 
friends.

Thank you very much to Ulysses Zimbabwe, above all, Mark 
Salthouse and Natalie McMaster for organising the Indaba. 

Thank you to Ulysses Johannesburg North,especially to Steve 
DeVilliers for organising a 3000 kilometre round trip from 
Johannesburg to Victoria Falls and for giving us the chance to 
be part of his group. 

Gernot and Waltraud Minig

Ulysses Club Germany
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BOOKINGS FOR 2018 ARE NOW OPEN!
HEAVY DUTY RIDES TO THE USA EVERY YEAR & WE WANT YOU TO JOIN US IN 2018! 

Join our HEAVY DUTY Tours for an unforgettable ride across the USA in 2017.  The best tour you will ever do! We’ll plan everything for you.  
All you have to do is get on your bike and enjoy the scenery!

IN 2018 WE ARE RUNNING TOURS TO
★ STURGIS ONLY ★ MILWAUKEE ONLY ★ ROUTE 66 ONLY 

★ STURGIS & MILWAUKEE ★ MILWAUKEE & ROUTE 66 ★ STURGIS & MILWAUKEE & ROUTE 66
OUR TOUR PACKAGES INCLUDE

✚ Return Airfares ✚ Late Model Bike Hire ✚ Travel Insurance ✚ Accommodation enroute to Sturgis (and then right in the heart of Sturgis)
✚ All Fuel (except in Sturgis, ride wherever you want, whenever you want)  ✚ Back-up vehicle ✚ National Park Entries ✚ All Transfers 

✚ Welcome Dinner ✚ Snacks on Route ✚ HEAVY DUTY Goodies Pack ✚ Coverage of the trip in HEAVY DUTY magazine!
BOOKINGS ARE NOW OPEN 

Secure your booking with a deposit now. payment plans available.  
call gay zazryn 0414 268 155 for more details or visit heavyduty.com.au to register your interest & receive an info pack. taln 33002

RIDE WITH US!

MAGAZINE IN THE USA IN 2018!

It’s time you did!

Amazing roads,  
  spectacular scenery, 
    unforgetable experience!

HD154 p095ad USA TOUR 2vb.indd   83 23/8/17   1:11 pm
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If you think about it, apart from lifting the spirit, 
motorcycles can be really frustrating. It’s true, and 
deep down you know it, don’t you? 

There just never seems to be a single “right” bike for all 
occasions. A litre-class sportsbike is out of its depth crossing 
the Tanami. And US-built cruiser iron is only really comfortable 
when it’s… well… cruisin’.  You get the idea. What we need in 
the shed, parked next to our favourite bike, as an all-rounder.  
Or if just one bike is the order of the day, then there’s a lot to 
be said for it being an all-rounder.

This is why Suzuki’s trusted V-Strom range has been so 
amazingly successful over the past decade-and-a-half. In 
simple terms, V-Stroms are class leading all-rounders, built to 
an extremely high standard, and costing way less than much 
of the competition. The smaller capacity of the two models, 
the DL-650 “Wee Strom” has always been the stronger seller. 
And for good reason. It’s a cost-effective and relatively 
lightweight motorcycle that is capable and comfortable in a 
diverse range of situations: traffic on your daily commute, 
cruising the freeway on the weekend, scratching in the 
mountains with your mates, navigating broad stretches of 
inland gravel looking for the perfect camping spot, and yes, 
even tackling the occasional snotty 4WD track with 
a confident rider at the controls.  There’s no 
doubt the DL-650 V-Strom has earned a solid 
reputation, and for very good reason. Let’s 
take a closer look at this latest offering 
from Hamamatsu.

Since my last review of the DL-650 (See 
Riding On Issue 114) the engineers at 
Suzuki have extensively re-designed 
the bike. Cosmetically it is now almost a 
clone of its big brother, the DL-1000. In 

fact, they are difficult to tell apart.  The giveaway is the USD 
fork on the bigger bike, compared to the conventional fork 
on the Wee Strom. Other than that, at first glance they are 
indistinguishable. 

The 650 is now offered in four versions: The standard alloy-
wheeled DL-650 in both full power and LAMS variants, as well 
as the wire-wheeled DL-650XT, again in full power and LAMS 
variants. The bike sent to Riding On for review was the full 
power XT version, which gives a nod to slightly more rugged 
usage by the owner. Apart from the wire wheels, for your 
extra dollars you get plastic hand guards and a plastic engine 
guard.  More on these later.

A brief word on the hardware though. It’s immediately 
obvious, at a glance, that this new bike is a radical departure 
from the model it supersedes. I think it would be fair to 
say that V-Stroms have always had, shall we say, debatable 
appearance. The design of the bodywork has been subject 
to personal opinion, and not everyone has agreed.  This new 
bike continues the tradition!  It will be, for some, an ugly 
duckling, but for others it will be a muscular and purposeful 
shape.  I must admit I fall into the latter category. For me this 
model has replaced the rather nondescript cosmetics with a 

far more aggressive design as befits the bike’s extreme 
capabilities. A tick for Hamamatsu in my eyes at 

least.

All the detailed specs are available on 
Suzuki’s website, so no need to waste 
too much valuable ink here. Suffice to 
say the bike is a 650cc v-twin, rolling 
on 19” front and 17” rear wheels, both 
of which are tubeless courtesy of an 
interesting spoke arrangement.  See 
photos. Brakes are Nissins at both ends, 
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and work exceptionally well, even if the front does feel a little 
wooden at first touch. They are ABS of course, and are non-
switchable, which for me was never an issue, even on very 
loose gravel surfaces.  The brakes really are first class. Seat 
height is an almost too-low 835 mm, at least for someone of 
180 cm or more, as in my case.  Wheelbase is a rewarding 
1560 mm, which I’m sure partly accounts for the bike’s 
excellent stability and tracking. Fuel capacity is a valuable 20 
litres, giving excellent range considering the bike’s miserly 
consumption. Lastly, it weighs in at 216 kg’s ready to roll, 
which isn’t a featherweight, but nor is it a porker.  Just about 
average. 

There is however, one other spec of significance to talk 
about: for the first time, the smaller V-Strom comes fitted 
with Suzuki Traction Control System, or STCS.  Since 
reviewing its big brother fitted with STCS (see Riding 
On issue 125), and being totally gobsmacked as to this 
blisteringly good feature, I have been waiting with bated 
breath for the release of the 650 fitted with it.  And at last it’s 
here. I was keen, to say the least, to get out and try it.  See 
my opinion below.

OK, so now for what matters. How does the bike perform on 
sealed roads?  Well, V-Stroms have always been sweet ‘n’ 
easy, at least if ridden mildly.  As well, though, they’ve also 
been very quick indeed, if push comes to shove. And I’m 
pleased to say that this 2017 DL-650 continues the tradition.  
The bike is as mild mannered as you could wish for if you feel 
like pottering along. It is comfortable, quiet, torquey, and has 
the slickest gear-shift of just about any motorcycle.  You only 
have to think about changing gear and it seems to respond. 
All bikes should have transmissions this good. The adjustable 
windscreen works beautifully, with no untoward buffeting, 
and the dash gives you all the info you would wish for at a 
glance. All very nice indeed.  Those flowers do smell good, 
don’t they?

But then your mates catch up with you, overtake you, and 
the red mist descends. You know exactly what I mean, don’t 
you? How is the “little” Strom going to respond? Well, drop 

down two gears, hit the throttle and find out. That lovely 
V-twin motor, just a minute ago delivering lazy torque, will 
now respond by delivering impressive power – killer watts 
of it! Once the plot reaches 5,000 RPM the bike just urges 
itself onwards. No holds barred, at least for a 650. And the 
handling of the carefully thought-out chassis is more than 
good enough for the task.  You’ll find yourself achieving 
amazing precision through the twisties on this bike, and 
no matter what your mates are riding, the forceful power 
characteristics, coupled with sweet handling and brakes, 
will see you pulling in behind them in no time.  Maybe even 
overtaking them?  This bike is excellent at speed on the tar.  
Make no mistake about it.

Having said that, the bike is touted as an all-rounder, so how 
does it handle the world of gravel?  Let’s face it, if you live in 
Australia there’s almost no way you can adequately explore 
this land of ours without encountering at least a modicum 
of unsealed road. What can I say?  Here the little V-Strom 
excels. So long as the road is smooth(ish) the bike will lap 
it up, reverting to short-shifting torquey behaviour. It points 
well, stops well, handles unstable surfaces with aplomb, and 
delivers a confidence-inspiring ride.  And I was right about 
the traction control: it’s transformed what was an already 
competent bike on dirt, to what is now a wonderfully capable 
machine delivering extraordinary confidence to the rider. 
The STCS differs slightly from the DL-1000 in that the bigger 
bike has a ride-by-wire throttle, which allows the bike’s ECU 
to intervene between your right wrist and the rear wheel, 
delivering what is, in my view, a sublime result exiting big 
sweeping gravel corners! 

Sadly, the Wee Strom’s throttle is a traditional cable operated 
number.  It still works incredibly well managing rear-wheel 
slip, but if I am really picky it just lacks that little bit of extra 
finesse that the RBW throttle is capable of. A small criticism, 
for in reality the cable system still works amazingly well.  Set 
in position 1, which allows a little slip, but not too much, the 
bike delivers scintillating performance on gravel corners.  It 
will hook up with whatever traction it can find, and propel the 
bike forward with nary a hesitation, particularly when short-

But then your 
mates catch up with 
you, overtake you, 
and the red mist 
descends. You know 
exactly what I mean, 
don’t you? 



shifted.  Nothing but confident acceleration with no untoward 
fishtailing.  None.  Very satisfying, and of course a significant 
contributor to safety as it virtually eliminates the possibility 
of the back end coming around to greet you as a result of 
overly ambitious throttle!  In this area, I am amazed at how 
brand Green and brand Yellow from Japan have really nailed 
the electronics of traction control.  IMHO the Europeans aren’t 
even on the same page in this area. All their systems, at least 
that I have ridden, fare very poorly indeed when compared to 
the exquisite sophistication of the Japanese. IMHO…

So, it’s an excellent motorcycle, this little V-Strom 650XT.  
Right?  Well yes, but it’s not perfect.  There are a few little 
brickbats to talk about.

Firstly, on sealed roads. Here the bike performs flawlessly, 
remembering always that it is a 650 cc all-rounder; it’s not 
a sportsbike, or a continent-busting adventure bike. After 
spending some time out on the highway I found nothing of 
note to complain about. It is sweet when the mood takes, it 
has a fire in its tail when required, and it achieves all this with 
stability and grace. Excellent.

Secondly though, is of course unsealed roads.  Here there 
are one or two little issues to speak about. As I mentioned, 
the bike loves smooth gravel, but once the surface turns 
to potholes and whoops, the 150 mm of suspension travel 
quickly finds its limit. The bike is more than capable of 
traversing this type of road, but it does require a more 
measured riding style, if only to preserve the poise of the 
bike as it absorbs the bigger hits. Also, I wasn’t able to switch 
between STCS settings – Off, 1 or 2 – with the bike travelling 
more than walking speed. Not sure if it was me or the 
programing of the system, but this is obviously a drawback.  A 
rider needs to be able to easily switch between modes on the 

fly, thus enabling immediate response to changing conditions. 

And finally, the XT sports the plastic handguards and engine 
guard as mentioned above.  In my view these are close to 
useless, and Suzuki would benefit from spending a little 
extra at the factory and fitting aluminium engine guard 
and handguards.  These would then do what they should 
do: protect the engine casings and 

exhaust header from severe 
rock damage, and protect 

the control levers from 
damage in the event 
of a spill. I think most 
potential owners 
would be happy to 
pay a little extra 
for this improved 
protection. 

So, there it is; the 
2017 Suzuki DL-650XT 

V-Strom. If you want to 
ease that frustration, and 

get a hold of a versatile motorcycle 
that will enable you to spread your wings a 
little, then the Wee Strom is worth a look. It will easily and 
sweetly tackle just about anything you can throw at it, and for 
a very reasonable outlay of hard-earned dollars to boot.

Words and Photographs: John Baker #40633

Thanks to Suzuki Australia for supplying the bike tested here.

So, it’s an excellent 
motorcycle, this 

little V-Strom 
650XT.  Right?  Well 

yes, but it’s not 
perfect. 
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SYDNEY
MOTORCYCLE
SHOW presented by

 Australia’s largest Motorcycle Show  Latest Motorcycles, Scooters, ATV’s, SxS’s, Trikes, Sidecars  Accessories, Apparel, Aftermarket product & services 
 Huge Motorcycle Accessory Sales Area  Motorcycle Education Classes Beginner to Advenced  Classic, Café & Custom Bike Display 

  Live Freestyle MX, Trials & Streetbike Stunts  Test Rides, Special Guests & so much more

www.SydneyMotorcycleShow.com.au

For tickets and show informations visit www.SydneyMotorcycleShow.com.au
       www.facebook.com/SydneyMotorcycleShow

managed by

supported by

24th – 26th November 2017    ICC SYDNEY, DARLING HARBOUR

SMS-RidingOn-July17.indd   14 25/8/17   7:12 am



Early Bird Registration....          
How lucky am I?

After returning from Tasmania following the Launceston AGM 
Event, I had a surprise call from Peter Baulch (Natcom).  It 
was a good news/bad news sort of call.  The bad news was 
that the winner of the early bird registration prize (John 
Paulger) had been involved in a motorbike accident and could 
not accept the prize.  Refer edition 132 (Spring 2016) of 
Riding On for his story.  The good news was that he would 
be OK, and that as the first runner-up I’d be heading off to 
Malaysia on a magnificent 5 day/4 night motorcycle tour with 
Malaysian Motorcycle Getaways (MMG).Added to this, tickets 
to the Sepang MotoGP were included.  What a very generous 
prize for MMG to have donated and John, I sincerely hope 
you’re doing well.

When I was drawn as runner-up at the Saturday dinner, the 
laughter from the others at my table was immense.  So close, 
yet so far.  I really didn’t want to know that I’d ALMOST won.
On hearing the good newsweeks later, my partner  Dawn, of 
course asked “can I come too?”  How could I say no, she’s my 
organiser.  She’ll do all the research and bookings and let me 
know where I need to be and when.  No work for me.  OK, it’s 
a deal.  “But you’re paying for yourself” I said; to which I got 
no arguments. 

Then the emails between Feiza Kassim (the owner of MMG) 
and us commenced.  Feizal excelled in prompt responses, 
tour updates, and general information about Malaysia, what 
to expect when we got there and offers to assist with pretty 
much anything.  As novice overseas travellers, we certainly 
threw alot of questions his way.

We were later thrilled to find out that fellow Ulyssian,good 
friend and seasoned overseas traveller Yvonne Barker (owner 
of Girl Rider motorcycle apparel) was already booked on the 
same tour.  How fantastic to be able to share our adventure 
with someone we know.  We also shared the same flight to 
Kuala Lumpur, and pretty much followed her lead on getting 
from check-in to boarding.  Thanks Von.  

And so the adventure began in late October 2016.
To please Dawn our trip included a few extra days before and 
after the motorbike tour.  For these days we stayed at the 
swish A-Loft Hotel in Kuala Lumpur (KL).  Dawn’s research 
results determined that this hotel was a pretty good standard 
(which she of course desired), a reasonable price and suitably 
located to KL Sentral railway station (being right next door to 
it).  The station enabling the best access to almost everything 
(being the things weor rather shewanted to do and see).  
Express trains from the airport arrive at KL Sentral.  There’s a 
monorail station in the shopping complex adjoining KL Sentral.  
The MotoGP buses depart from KL Sentral.  There’s a taxi 
rank at KL Sentral.  There’s a Hop-On-Hop-Off bus stop at KL 
Sentral. You can catch a train to Batu Caves from KL Sentral.  
The parklands comprising the Butterfly Park, Bird Farm, War 
Memorial, Botanical Gardens (and much more) are all within 
walking distance.All of which we visited.  And you’d never 
guess it, but there’s even McDonalds and KFC at KL Sentral!!!

So, our first couple of days in KL were spent sight-seeing.  
The best of which was the observation deck at the Petronas 
towers.  Tip – it’s very popular, so go early in the day to 
ensure you can get tickets for that day.

Pretty much every evening we’d head up to the roof top 
at A-Loft, and enjoy the warm evenings sitting by the pool 
to have dinner and drinks.  The view from the rooftop was 
unforgettable.  This was more apparent afterdark whenthe 
adjacent buildings lit up, the monorail woundits way between 
the buildings like a glowing worm, and you could see streams 
of red and white lights on the freeway.  Without doubt, if we 
go back, we’ll be staying there again. 
It’s simply amazing how many motorbikes there are in 
Malaysia.  It seems to be the most common mode of transport 
right across the country.  
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Early Bird Registration....          In KL some of the footpaths are lined with hundreds of 
bikes, even though there are some dedicated motorbike 
parking sites.  All bikes filter to the front at traffic lights and 
yes we did see a few bikes 3 and 4 up, a dad snuggling a 
very young baby on his chest and bikes carrying all sorts of 
loads.

On the Sunday we headed off to the MotoGP.  We caught 
up with Yvonne there; as well as the three other tour 
participants (Bill and Collette from Brisbane and Kekulu 
from Sydney).   We had a great day watching the races 
and spending our cash on Valentino Rossi gear and other 
memorabilia.  You could pretty much sit whereever you 
wanted, so we picked the undercover grandstand on the 
hairpin bend at the start of the main straight.  The day was 
warm with occasional showers, which delayed the racing 
periodically.  The racing was awesome to watch.  A few 
stacks happened directly in front of us; nothing too bad 
thankfully but I really missed being able to rewind and re-
watch the action.  Buses to and from the track were good.  
On leaving, there were long queues for buses, followed by a 
long trip back to KL due to diversions.  We boarded our bus 
and ended up without seats.  Dawnat least got to sit on the 
floor at the door and watch all the motorbikes go by.

Just one more sleep and we go riding.  
Next morning we caught our hotel taxi to MMG 
headquarters about 30 minutes away.  Once all had arrived, 
we were seated and Feizal introduced us to his staff (Zahed 
(Zed), Azmin and support crew) and then conducted a 
tour briefing.  He definitely runs a professional outfit. The 
optional support vehicle (this costs extra but carries excess 
luggage) was definitely coming; probablydue to so many 
girls on this trip.You know they don’t travel light.  Our 
group would be eight riders; two guides and 6 participants.  
That’s 4 guys and 4 gals; all very experienced riders.  I 
think that’s the most girls MMG have ever had on a tour.  
Feizal and Zahed would alternate being the lead as well as 
taking action photos and videos along the way using helmet 
mounted cameras.

After our briefing we were introduced to our bikes.  Mine 
a Kawasaki 650 Versys and Dawn’s a Yamaha Diversion 
600. Both proved more than ample for the journey around 
Malaysia. All bikes were just a few years old and very well 
maintained.  We were soon on our way.Bonus; vehicles 
drive on the left, just as we do in OZ.  Okay, so off we go.

Tour day 1 – Kuala Lumpur to Cameron Highlands – 330 
kms
Within a few minutes of starting our journey we were on a 
freeway riding through busy mid-morning traffic.  We rode 
on a downhill stretch where we had views of themany tall 
city buildings.  Soon we came up behind a queue of cars 
and trucks all waiting to get through toll booths.  We do the 
Malaysian thing and ride in the emergency lane (aka the 
lane at the left shoulder).  Bikes ride in this lane whenever 
in busy traffic, or if a little slow.  But there’s another reason 
to ride here when nearing a toll booth.  Every toll booth has 
a by-pass for motorbikes.  These start a hundred meters 
or so before the toll booth, and turn into a bitumen path 
about 4 feet wide.  These paths head off to the left, into 
treed areas and go behind buildings and then merge back 
onto the freeway again.  What a terrific idea; and a real 
novelty for us.  It was quite fun getting to know our bikes 
by riding in heavy traffic.  Malaysian drivers are so used to 
motorbikes.  Drivers generally stay centred in their lane and 
are expecting bikes to quickly change lanes to get ahead of 
them.  Although city traffic is heavy, it’s surprisingly pretty 
organised.  There’s very little horn honking here.

Not all that much later the freeway started winding its way 
upwards into some lush green hills, where we saw the first 
examples of terraced hillsides.  The ascent increased and 
before we knew it we were in biker heaven.  There are 
almost never-ending uphill sweepers, twisties and hairpin 
bends to get to Genting Highlands.  This is an amazing 
stretch with a fantastic mountainous landscape.  The road 
winds alongside and underneaththe gondolas of the Genting 
Skyway (cable car), eventually arriving at a mini city in the 
clouds.  We had a short stop at the top for refreshments 
and photos.  At 1,760metres it offers great views of the 
surrounding area. Back on the bikes we headed downhill; 
which required plenty of focus and the correct use of gears.  
The traffic was purposely slowed by a series of rumble strips 
and a speed hump just prior to each bend to be taken.  The 
bonus was magnificent views of the distance.  

In the afternoon we wound our way through an amazing 
variety of villages and scenic valleys towards the Cameron 
Highlands. One valley was a sea of greenhouses and 
another of tea plantations.  Along the way we enjoyed the 
long sweepers of the PosBetau ringlet stretch.  The diversity 
of city and rural life is fascinating.  There are people living in 
temporary demountable cabins in some of these mountain 
communities. Yet nearby there are the most opulent of 
buildings.

That evening we stayed at the Century Pines Resort, Tanah 
Rata.  After freshening up, we headed to a local restaurant 
for an amazing steamboat dinner.  

Tour day 2 –Cameron Highlands to Penang Island – 270 
kms
Today we travelled through mountain towns and villages, 
past many roadside stalls and through more valleys of 
greenhouses.  Along the way we were counting how many 
old Land Rovers we saw;they were everywhere in this area.  
We stop at some roadworks waiting for the opposite traffic 
to get through.  While we waited, a large group of Ducati 
riders arrived as well.  Once the traffic headed off, we found 
ourselves being overtaken by the Ducati’s.  This takes a 
kilometre or two as there are 30-40 bikes in their group.  It 
got really interesting at one point when their group were 
still in overtaking mode and all of us where stopping at the 
same scenic lookout; there were bikes going everywhere.

After the lookout we enjoy the magnificent long and 
downhill sweepers of the Kg Raja-SpPulai stretch (dubbed 
the best riding in the country).  This didn’t disappoint.  At 
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the end 
of this 
stretch 
we 
pass 

through 
an area 

where 
the hills 

are being 
quarried.  

The air is 
unusually misty 

and the roadsare 
whitish looking as 

the dust from the 
earthworks settles.We had 

a drinks stop directly across the road from a rural 
fire station.  Being a fireman I just had to pop over a say 
hello.  Zahed came along with me to translate.  
We continue on and rode into the very large town of Kuala 
Kangsar.  At one of the roundabouts here we needed to go 
straight ahead and it seemed that whoever had the biggest 
kohunashad right of way; or that’s the way I saw it.  Just 
down the road we pass alongside a pretty river.  There 
are formal trees lining an avenue that led to a spectacular 
mosque.  We rode around the outside of it and stopped to 
view a beautiful old timber palace.

We rode into Kuala Kangsar for lunch at the OldTown White 
Coffee cafe.  These are a great chain of cafes to eat at.Yvonne 
had a surprise for theladies; girly hairclips and Girl Rider tee-
shirts all around to celebrate Melbourne Cup day.   

After lunch we headed off to a local pottery maker to inspect 
(and buy) their wares.  We were also invited to try our hand 
at making something, with the efforts finishing in laughter.  
We continued our journey riding over the Titiwangsa Range 
before a sedate ride through the local countryside and into the 
hustle and bustle of Butterworth.  Here we caught a ferry to 
our next destination of Georgetown, Penang Island.  The ferry 
ride was a short and pleasant 15-20 minutes.  On arriving 
we’re in the thick of afternoon traffic.  Definitely the most 
congested traffic we had experienced.  Slow riding skills were 
maximised and the bravery of one and all were put to the 
test.  All good, the group stayed together and no near misses.
Our accommodation was the luxurious Evergreen Laurel Hotel.  
Before freshening up for dinner a few of us enjoyed a dip in 
the pool.   Dinner that night was at the Bali Hut restaurant, 
where their live seafood delights are on display in a hundred 
separate fish tanks.  Our banquet meal was truly amazing.

Tour day 3 – a free day on Penang Island
After a leisurely breakfast, the 6 of us caught an Uber taxi 
and headed to the funicular railway.  Rain had been forecast, 
but it turned out to be a beautiful sunny day.  On the way 
to the railway we spotted a temple and the driver happily 
diverted to take us there.  This was a really WOW experience; 
and I mean REALLY WOW!  The 4 hectare site of Kek Lok 
Si Buddhist temple was very tranquil.  It has magnificent 
views of the coastline as well as over Georgetown and the 
surrounding areas.  But the best part was the magnificent 83 
metre tall golden statue of the Goddess of Mercy.  Although 
we spent quite a bit of time here, we didn’t get to experience 
all thissite had to offer.

We eventually made it to the railway.  The carriages/cars 
are all at an amazing angle.  When you get inside there’s 
either steps down or steps up to get to the seating.   Once 
it gets going, the 690 meter rise over 2km to get to the top 
of Penang Hill doesn’t take long.  A clear day promises great 
views all the way to the mainland.  The trip down was a buzz. 
We had seats right at the front and filmed as we went down.  
There was a class of school children onboard and they gasped 
and squealed in amazement; particularly when the track 
changed from single to dual track, just in time for an uphill 
carriage to pass by.  

In the evening we had a leisurely walk around Georgetown, 
enjoying its well known street art(wall paintings, illuminations 
and sculptures) culminating in a delightful Chinese dinner at a 
local restaurant.

Tour day 4 – Penang Island to Ipoh- 200km
On hitting the road we took an anti-clockwise route to see 
more of Penang.  We stopped outside the Tropical Spice 
Garden to marvel at the community of monkeys traversing 
the power lines.   Further down the road we have a photo 
stop at theTelokBahang dam.  Beyond the dam there are 
some magnificent tight twisties as well as some hairpins.  We 
had a drink stop at Titi Krawang stall before hitting the road 
again for more twisties.  We eventually left the island via the 
Jambatan Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah Bridge.  Riding 
this bridge is an experience in itself.  It’s a dual carriage 
way toll bridge (free for bikes) with a separate mini lane for 
motorbikes.  It’s 24km long, including 17km over water.  While 
riding the bridge you pass the odd island, fish farm and plenty 
of boats.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once back on the mainland we worked our way through the 
countryside; various palm tree plantations and villages, until 
wereachedSimpangPulai; where we stopped at a superbike 
store to avoid some rain.  After buying some ‘necessary’ 
supplies we headed off into the busy city of Ipoh, where we 
did plenty of filtering in the late afternoon traffic.  After ashort 
stop at the historic railway station it was then onto the Syuen 
Hotel; our destination for the night. So far we had experienced 
a variety of cuisines and tonight was no exception with a visit 
to a local outdoor eatery.  As we ate we discussed our journey 
so far and the sadness of knowing tomorrow was our last 
riding day. 

Tour day 5 – Ipoh to Kuala Lumpur– 330 kms
We hit the road for our final day with the focus to be sight-
seeing.  Our first stop was about 5km away at a local tourist 
attraction; the Kek Look Tong Cave.  Dawn and I had visited 
a couple of caves since arriving in Malaysia and this was 
definitely the best.  The huge multi-level cavern held many 
goldentemples and shrines.  On emerging at the other 
end you were greeted by a beautiful and tranquil garden 
containing rotundas, water features and a collection of 

riding this bridge is an 
experience in itself.  
with a separate mini 

lane for motorbikes.  
It’s 24km long, including 

17km over water. 
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statues. There was even a tai chi class underway on the 
lush lawn.

Back on the bikes it’s onto the freeway, where down the 
road we exit for a surprise stop at Kellie’s Castle.  This is 
the ruins of an English style castle built by a Scotsman by 
the name of William Kellie Smith in 1915. We had a little 
hide and seek fun, which included a secret passageway 
and a walk around on the roof top. 

The next stop wasTeluk Intan where we visit the pagoda 
shaped clock tower, nicknamed the Leaning Tower of Teluk 
Intan due to its definite tilt.

Our final stop in the afternoon was a nature experience 
at Malawati Hill in Kuala Selangor.  This site was once a 
military base (evidenced by old cannons), but it’s now a 
museum and reserve for monkeys.  Our group enjoyed 
feeding two monkeys who were happy to climb onto the 
shoulder of whoever had the food.  But be warned, this 
can cause a bit of a squabble between the monkeys and 
potentially someone (namely you) could get hurt.  Dawn 
was highly amused on the ride into the reserve on seeing 
a young monkey carrying a teddy bear.  Yes, really, she 
has video to prove it! 

We headed off from this last sight-seeing spot knowing 
we’d soon be back in KL; sad that we wereat the end of 
our journey. On eventually returning to MMG headquarters 
our downer was soon turned into an upper when Feizal 
pleasantly surprised us with a preliminary slideshow of the 
trip.  What a fantastic way to have ended the week.  
Without a doubt, what made it a truly brilliant adventure 
were the crew from MMG; Feizal, Zahed, Azmin and their 
support crew.  We all mixed well and were continually 
laughing and joking; we felt like old friends.  From start 
to finish, nothing was too much trouble.  I’d certainly 
recommend them if you are looking for new places to see, 
a great motorcycle adventure and at an affordable price.
Back to being a tourist. 

Back in KL we still had a couple of days up our sleeve.  
After a glorious A-Loft breakfast we headed into the 
adjacent shopping mall and just for the fun of it we caught 

the monorail to the end of the line.  On the way back we 
spotted a curb-side Honda display outside the Berjaya 
Times Square shopping mall.  So off the monorail we 
get and head-off to have a look.  There were a few race 
and street bikes on display, plus a gear shop.  So, a few 
purchases were made; including some items for gifts.  
Since we were then in the mood for shopping, we headed 
to Central Market to check out the local wares.  This is the 
oldest market in KL.  It was quite interesting to see what 
goods were on offer; particularly anything made locally.  
Purchases were duly made for all the grandkids; including 
a couple of very cool dragon kites.
Our final day was spent on more sight-seeing.  We visited 
the War Memorial.  This has an amazing city backdrop.   
This was followed by a long walk in the Botanical gardens.  
The gardens are enormous.  There is a huge variety of 
garden styles and interesting displays.  There’s a full size 
skate park and amazing play equipment for the kids.  We 
even saw Edward scissor hands at work in the sunken 
hedge garden. Our last stop was the National Museum, 
where we enjoyed a display of fine local materials; 
including some materials and clothing belonging to 
members of the royal family. 

The following morning we caught the express train back to 
the airport and flew home. 

We had a truly amazing time, seeing new places, riding 
great roads, enjoying new foods, meetingsome fantastic 
people and most importantly we made some new friends. 
If you are interested in spreading your riding horizons 
and wish to experience some magnificent roads and 
sceneries I would sincerely suggest you contact Malaysian 
Motorcycle Getaways.  There was a previous article in 
Riding On (issue 133) by Melbourne Ulyssian John Cook on 
a tour he also undertook with MMG where he extolled the 
journey he undertook. 

I’d like to sincerely thank FeizalKassim, the owner of 
Malaysian Motorcycle Getaways.  He and his crew truly 
turned our miles into smiles. 

Stephen Draper #36741
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I first heard about breakfast clubs on the Ulysse Club Forum 
where there was news on the Brooklyn Breakfast Club’s 
monthly gatherings.  It sounded like a great idea, but I 
wasn’t game to travel that far for eggs and bacon.  So, when 
I heard there was going to a new Victorian Breakfast Club 
starting up a few years ago, I decided I would get in on the 
groundwork of that.  The first one, met at a café along the 
shore of the Bay in Melbourne with Ulysses Club members 
Dean Wells and Paul Butler organising it.  Over the next 
several months, a few others got into the habit.  The big 
difference between the BBC and the VBC was that the latter 
moved around the state of Victoria each month to a different 
place for breakfast.  In the first two years of the VBC, the 
numbers averaged about a dozen or so…and we travelled 
on crisp morning runs to new locations.  I rarely missed a 
meeting.

And then I moved to Queensland.  

I checked around and found there were no breakfast clubs 
presently…and I was hungry…and needing a ride.  So, I 
decided there needed to be a new breakfast club in this 
area.  One of the successes of the Victorian Breakfast Club 
was their moving to a different location each month, so I 
decided to set things up in a similar way, but decided on 
the limited range of South-east Queensland.  Because I was 
rather new to the area and did not have a large network of 
contacts and influence, the best way to get something going 
was to set up a FaceBook Page and advertise there as well 
as the Ulysses Club Forum.  

The South-East Queensland Ulysses Club Breakfast formed 
itself and met for the first time on 29 October 2016 and 
most every month since then.  We meet on the last Saturday 
of every month at a designated café that must have good 
coffee and bacon.  The rest of the menu we can cope with.  
Everyone is to ride to the predetermined destination and 
arrive by 9:30am.  After a great brekky with old and new 
friends, we have a tradition (also stolen from the VBC) of 
having a free raffle of a bottle of wine—with each member 
picking a number between 1-100 using their mobile phones.  
Winner has the bring another bottle the next month.  
Pictures are taken for proof of presence.

Since the SEQ Breakfast Club began, we have even had 
members of the other breakfast clubs come and visit.  News, 
information and even advice are shared.  I learned that 
the VBC changed its strategy in going to new locations by 
targeting existing local Ulysses Club branches to help host 
a breakfast club meeting.  This has seen an explosion of 
interest in the VBC to the point that they are now regularly 
drawing 50-70 riders on a given ride and breakfast.  So, 
I have been attempting to do similar with good results, 
and we have increased our own numbers by following this 

advice.  There are now some Ulyssean Breakfast Riders 
that are committed to stringing together the different state 
Breakfast Clubs and attending them in order.  We might have 
to establish a special patch to recognise those who complete 
this task in order.

The best thing is that the SEQ Breakfast Club has taken off 
without my having to be the one to organise everything.  
During May, I was attending the AGM in Wauchope NSW 
and the SEQ Breakfast Club carried on famously without me.  
It was great to see.   We now have a group of dedicated 
regulars who come and who would not miss it if they are 
still moving.  We have been to Mt. Mee, Gympy, Boonah, 
Esk, Toowoomba, Crow’s Next and Maleny, with Kingaroy up 
next.

If you would like to take that once a month longer ride to 
breakfast and enjoy meeting other Ulyssians outside of your 
own branch…then come along and enjoy the ride, the food 
and the fellowship.

Check out our FaceBook Page: UlyssesSEQBC 

Scott “Slammer” Kroeger  

#51089

A NEW  
Breakfast Club forms
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7500 kilometres in 26 days of adventure, culture and 
enjoyment.

 Nessebar, Bulgaria is our starting off point, heading east, we 
are all riding late model BMW Gs, perfect for 400 kms per 
day on fast highways and twistie roads in the mountains. Our 
riders, Andrew Stevenson, an Aussie Ulyssian, Cindy and Greg 
from the USA, who transported their own bike and I pillioned 
behind my friend Rožle. Tomo was our back up van driver.

Moving through Bulgaria we hugged the Black Sea coast, 
passing old town villages with cobblestone streets, then 
moved into the mountains to the remote part of Bulgaria as 
we headed for Turkey, our first border of the trip. 

With all our documentation examined and cleared, we then 
set off onto a six lane highway into Istanbul for our rest day.  
We toured the Grand Bazaar to find that all that glitters is 
not gold, and, interestingly, herbs and spices for any sexual 
pleasure were also available. Then enjoyed an alcohol-free 
party boat cruise on the Bosporus in the evening.

On leaving Istanbul, we headed for the Blue Mosque for 
a photo opportunity and then we made our way through 
remote villages and plantations of almonds and hazelnut 
groves toward Sinop on the south coast of the Black Sea. The 
cobblestone roads and wet conditions made for a challenging 
ride, a trap for the unwary or overconfident. We also had 

to pass through roadworks with thick, white sticky mud, 
unfortunately, two bikes went down in the ooze. After getting 
through the obstruction, we found a garden hose and cleaned 
the bikes up as best we could. (Vic would have been very 
pleased that Rožle did not drop me in the mud).

From a turquoise, sparkling Black Sea we headed a further 
300kms to Ordu to ride the ropeway 450 metres above the 
city. Then 470 kms onto Artvin in the mountains, we quickly 
climb 1850 meters, with snow caps in the distance, flip flop 
around the mountains, through numerous tunnels until we are 
pulled over by the constabulary for exceeding the 80 kph limit. 
Fined 206 Turkish lire, (74.32 AUD) pay when you leave the 
country. 

Artvin has breathtaking views of the valley below and our hotel 
accommodation was magnificent. As we rode through the 
countryside admiring the crops, which are ready for harvest, 
our fuel gauge was low. Luckily we met a family who were 
generous enough to drain fuel from their scooter. Ramadan 
was in force and no cafes were open, however, we found a 
store where we bought cheese, bread, tomatoes and water 
and we sat on the side of the road to have our banquet. After 
this feast, we then climbed to a height of 2470 meters where 
the air was cool and the snow was thick by the roadside. Back 
down through the valley, the scenery changed and we saw 
little wooden houses with cow dung piles as their only means 

My Black Sea Adventure  
with Rožle of Clutch Motorcycle Tours - www.clutchmototours.com 



RIDING ON 37

of heating. Very primitive, but we were in a remote part of 
Turkey.

Arriving at the Georgian border our document examination 
was arduous. We spent three hours here while the van was 
put through a scanner with all the contents. The scenery 

changed to green and lush vegetation sprinkled with 
wildflowers. Roads were in good condition and we headed 
into Vardzia to the cave Monastery carved out of solid rock 
in 1180. We crawled through small passages that were 
interconnected. As Georgia is a Roman Catholic country we 
found the wine and food was bliss after the constraints of 
Turkey during Ramadan, they even had pork on the menu. 

The Russian border was a breeze to get through and when 
all was to found to be in order, we headed down the highway 
towards Moscow stopped every so often by police checkpoints 
along the way. The food bowl of Eastern Europe surrounded 
us with enormous wheat fields, potatoes, corn, cherries and 
beetroot, for their famous Borsch soup, all flourishing. Meeting 
some Russian friends, we were shown some real Russian 
hospitality and were introduced to some Russian vodka, 
dancing, and eating and enjoying the evening.

A short ferry trip across the Kerch Strait to Crimea broke 
the journey, then on to Yalta for a rest day. This was an 
opportunity for another ferry trip to Swallow’s Nest Castle, 
an absolute must see. Yalta is full of history, museums and 
wineries. I loved walking and dancing along the promenade 
in the footsteps of history. Unfortunately Greg dropped his 
bike and Cindy broke her wrist and she was flown back to 
the USA for treatment. 

 Krasnodar was an overnight stop with the next day 
destination being Rostov on Don, followed by 550 km day to 
Kharkov. They were good roads but with many, many trucks 
all heading for Moscow, fortunately they were courteous 
and aware of motorbikes. We stopped at a truck stop for 
refreshments and relief which was an was an experience in 
itself - it was a long drop.

We took a short cut on a rough road to Belgorod to visit the 
Kursk Battle museum to absorb some more history. This is a 
great museum for Military enthusiasts.

Ukraine is the next border with Dnepropetrovsk being the 
destination. We had 250 kms of highway travel with fields 
of sunflowers all in bloom along the way. We stay on the 

highway, as local roads are potholes, sand and loose gravel. 
A break at Bartolommeo Best River Resort was most welcome 
with wonderful hosts who treated us to a fast speed boat 
ride on the river Dnepr. Odessa was our next port of call, 630 
kms away, the longest day and requiring careful manoeuvring 
on the “Ukrainian Highway.”  More wheat fields here plus 

sunflowers, we passed the Dniester Hydroelectric 
dam built in 1927 with all the communist symbols 
being removed in 2016.

Arriving in Odessa we had time to sample the local 
beer and fresh seafood making for a great rest 
day after a long ride. There are many and varied 
historical sites here including museums, catacombs, 
the Potemkin steps, Grand Opera House, The 12th 
Chair … and a Macca’s.

We rode into Moldova for another passport stamp 
and on to Chisinau to ride through some of the 
famous 200 kms of tunnels of Milestii Mici Winery.  
This was followed by lunch and being serenaded 
by local musicians and of course wine sampling. It 
holds the Guinness book of records for having over 2 
million bottles of wine. Just a wonderful experience.

Romania was our next passport stamp and this is 
gypsy country. We rode past donkeys or horses 
pulling carts of straw and some with waving families. 
The roads were flat and straight heading for the fast 
sweepers and mountains in front of us. We stayed 
in Constanta overnight in a beautiful hotel nestled 

on the Black Sea. We walked along the promenade seeing 
the abandoned casino built in 1921, which then served as a 
hospital in WW11. Currently, the casino is guarding the sea. 

We headed back into Bulgaria, this was my last border check 
and getting the stamp was very easy. This border check works 
in the same building as the passport check and the paperwork 
is just passed through to the other side. Back in Nessebar 
Tomo was waiting with our cold glass of champagne. It was 
the most memorable journey, an epic adventure now sadly 
over. 

Many thanks to Rožle and the Clutch team.

Lyn Lesslie #16174



RIDING ON 38

Now, the Triumph Trophy SE comes with all the bells 
and whistles, and my 2013 model also had a few of the 
option boxes ticked. But does the average touring rider 
really need half that gear, particularly as the more you 
have, the more can break down, right?  

May is a month of transition from sometimes damn hot to very 
wet and cool in Victoria. My wife and I had two weeks’ leave 
where we spent the first week in central Queensland with our 
oldest daughter and her family (read ‘hot’), and flew back on 
Saturday to lead a ride for my local Branch of Ulysses Club on 
the Sunday. Our favourite kind of riding is to pick a direction 
and just go. So, we packed our bikes that night and on 
Monday morning, headed for Mildura about 420kms NW of our 
home in Bendigo via Lake Boga. This lake was a catamaran 
base in WW2 and we have seen it totally dry during drought. 
We pulled up on its watery banks and got out the thermos 
and soft cooler bag I carry in the top box. As with other trips, 
one of the main reasons why I bought the Trophy is that it 
has room for more than I need whether I am going for the 
weekend or several weeks, in secure storage.
After cuppas, refreshments, and chats with locals interested 
in the bikes, we continued towards Mildura, stopping at 
Boundary Bend on the Murray River, getting off the road to 
set up lunch close to the river. This involved riding through 
sandy dirt that the Trophy did without a whimper. I find that 
although I know it is not an adventure bike, the set-back bars 
allow me to stand on the pegs comfortably while maintaining 
control, aided by the balance of the bike. Notably Sue’s 650 
Burgman also handled the loose surface without fuss, as it has 
on previous times in its over 100,000 touring kilometres. 

We then continued to Robinvale where we crossed to New 
South Wales and its 110kmh speed limits on country roads. 
We headed towards Mildura with the cruise control set over 
110kmh and some locals were still passing us. This is a long, 
undulating stretch of road so a bit of iPod entertainment was 
also welcome via the Trophy’s speaker system. I also flicked 
through the info data and found it all useful on a trip like 

this. By the time we tucked our chariots in to the car-park 
at Mildura’s Inlander Resort, we had been in the saddle on 
a couple of legs over two hours without complaint from the 
bum department as the gel seat and its shape was more than 
adequate. The Burgman’s extra padding also starred for Sue.
We returned from visiting Ulyssian friends who had recently 
moved to Mildura and looked at where we were going from 
there. The initial plan was to ride to Broken Hill about 300kms 
north, as we wanted to spend time there, but we felt that this 
journey would be compromised as a mate at the southern 
end of Victoria wanted me to test a bike he was interested in 
buying with him at the end of the week. Furthermore some 
heavy rain was on its way, compliments of the Antarctic. An 
aspect of distance touring, which we love, is to freewheel 
and so it was no drama to change our direction from north to 
west, to South Australia’s Riverland region in the north-east of 
that State.  

Tuesday’s ride was a breeze as our stay for the next two 
nights was a cabin right on the Murray river at Renmark, 
only about 130kms away that was rapidly digested as South 
Australia’s main country roads are placarded at 110kmh and in 
good condition. Traffic was light to the point it was a pleasure 
when we came across grey nomads to cruise past. 

With the 
chance to 
visit this 
corner of 
Australia 
at next 
year’s AGM, 
GRAB IT! 
If you like 
sitting with 
delicious 
food and 
refreshing 
beverages 

Are `new 
tech’ 
bikes 

better 
tourers?



on a beautiful, broad reach of the Murray, chatting with 
interesting people, bumping in to local pioneering history 
all around you, and lovely sweeping roads with little other 
traffic surrounded by constantly changing scenery, you have 
just imagined what time in this Aussie interpretation of a 
Riverina was like for us and can be for you.
As we had over 1,200kms to ride to get to my mate’s place 
on the Mornington Peninsula, and winter was predicted 
to roll in, we set off early Thursday directly south along 
the State border with Victoria to Naracoorte, with lunch at 
Bordertown. We appropriately dressed for cold and although 
we both had heated grips, Sue felt the cold a lot more than 
I did. We both had great Dri Rider gear on so the difference 
wasn’t gear. I also had a heated seat that helped keep my 
core temperature comfortable. But I also felt the fairing and 
screen of the Trophy did a brilliant job at ‘keeping me out 
of the wind’ while the fairing and screen on Sue’s Burgman 
helped but failed to stop her legs being progressively 
cooled, ultimately affecting her core temperature. 

We turned east at Naracoorte and crossed the border back 
to Victoria shortly afterwards , and back to heavily policed, 
heavily fined 100kmh placarded roads. The surprise for us 
was how hilly this corner of Victoria was and we enjoyed a 
lot of great riding. Night was fast approaching and we like 
to leave the roads for the kangaroos, wallabies and emus to 
enjoy. We therefore were directed to a B’n’B called ‘Ironbark’ 
in Mortlake just as the sun headed off to brighten the other 
half of the world. I think the B’n’B was converted shearer’s 
quarters but was inexpensive, very comfortable, and warm! 
We walked to the local pub where locals who had also 
turned up for dinner readily chatted with us about bikes and 
adventure. We had ridden over half the way that day. 

There was no rain when we packed the bikes on Friday 
morning, and after breakfast we headed down the Hamilton 
Highway towards Geelong in cool but dry conditions. We 
were riding through heavy traffic in Geelong a couple of 
hours later, and then headed for the ferry across the Heads 
of Port Phillip Bay from Queenscliff to Sorrento on the 
Mornington Peninsula. 

The ship-hands advised us to stay with our bikes so we 

chatted with a couple of fellow riders on BMWs from the 
Barossa Valley Wine Region, also on their way to friends 
living on the Peninsula. Rain didn’t catch us until we stopped 
for lunch at Rye and we were comfortably ensconced at our 
friends’ home shortly afterwards.
I took my mate as pillion to the motorcycle end of Elizabeth 
Street, Melbourne, the next day to pick up the bike he was 
interested in and later had a ride of the test bike myself. 
I enjoyed riding it but when my wife asked me later if 
I wanted to replace the Trophy, I said I didn’t without 
hesitation. 
That brings me back to the opening question. Technology 
can’t turn a dog of a bike into a riding masterpiece. The 
handling and clearance of the Trophy, and power and 
delivery of its triple motor, make the Trophy a great bike to 
ride on any road. The technology aids this. Over the week 
I changed traction modes and suspension loading several 
times and the differences were discernible. Fatigue is the 
number one enemy of distance riding and the technology 
of heated grips and gel seats with cruise control constantly 
worked in my favour. Safety features of ABS and traction 
control gave extra confidence. On a previous trip to 
Robinvale, the tyre pressure monitoring system (TPMS) 
warned me of a puncture before I lost handling, meaning 
I could see to it while at a service station rather than who 
knows where down the road.  

I personally think heated grips and current generation cruise 
control should be standard on any bike that professes to be 
for touring. It gets a little murky after that. I like TPMS but 
is it a ‘must have’? Ride by wire with traction control and 
riding modes as well as suspension loading is good to have 
but not essential. Heated seats and sound system help but 
likewise aren’t critical. So, my conclusion is I enjoy them 
while I have them and then weigh any costs associated with 
keeping them.

This trip indicated the extras do benefit this distance rider. 
Now let’s see how they go when we head to Cairns later this 
year! 

Bruce Jones #50478





RIDING ON 41

Another fascinating recollection about Ol’ Number 1 by Peter “The Bear” 
Thoeming, #675 and Editor Emeritus of Australian MOTORCYCLIST Magazine.

Here’s an interesting snippet for all of you who never met Stephen Dearnley. He 
was not always easy to get along with.

I had been writing for and then editing magazines for a couple of decades when I 
met Stephen for the first time, and I have to tell you, I thought I knew the business. 

Having learnt to put together a publication from Mac Douglas, among other things the 
best sub-editor I’ve ever encountered, I was reasonably impressed with myself. I had 

edited “Two Wheels”, then the most prestigious motorcycle magazine in the country, and 
launched “BIKE Australia” which, with due modesty, I considered to be a major improvement. 

I think Stephen had a soft spot for BIKE Australia, which after all had inspired and then played a major part in launching the 
Ulysses Club. I’m not claiming any serious credit; the club would never have materialised without Stephen and the solid work of 
the first committee. But hey, we were there. 

None of that made the slightest difference to Stephen. He launched into a pointed and thorough critique of, first, motorcycle 
magazines in general and then BIKE in particular. Once he’d told me all the things that were wrong with what I was doing, he 
nodded at me and invited comment. I’m afraid I didn’t have much to say in return; his criticism stung – not that anywhere near 
all of it was justified, in my opinion – because I already had a great regard for him, and what he said mattered. It mattered 
especially because he understood the publishing industry so well.  

I was left trying to mentally construct a retort, when I realised that there was no need for one. Stephen was just trying to help, 
and the damage to my ego was strictly from friendly fire. No matter how much Stephen liked someone, he would never hesitate 
to correct or advise them. No, he was not always right. But his intention was always to help rather than to criticise.
Still, I had some quite strained lunches with him. Strained on my part; he was simply passing on his experience and deeply 
rooted opinions. 

At one of the club AGMs – I can’t 
bring myself to call them “AGM 
Events” – someone had the bright 
idea of getting the people who were 
there at the beginning, before even 
the first meeting, for an ‘historic’ 
photo shoot. I fronted with Grant 
Roff, who had been my technical 
editor at BIKE Australia and who had 
written the original response that set 
off the process which resulted in the 
Ulysses Club. 

Stephen regarded him with a gimlet 
eye.
“Are you a member?” he asked. 
Grant allowed that no, he wasn’t.
“Then get out of the photo,” Stephen 
replied. Grant, better known as 
Wrench McTaggart and subsequently 
Spannerman, got out of the photo. 

No, Stephen was not always easy to 
get along with. But damn I miss him.

Left; This photo was taken just 
before Stephen found out that Grant 
was not a member.

STEPHEN 
DEARNLEY, 
UNCUT
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Welcome to 
our re-branded section honouring the ladies who are 

an important part of The Ulysses Club Inc. Let us know 
about them, whether they ride or not, and we start with 
Dot Camerer, the not-so-easy rider. 

 They see her here, they see her there, Ulysseans see 
her everywhere. 

At any Ulysses Club function or event in Western 
Australia, you can usually expect to see Dot Camerer’s 
smiling face. 

Some say she has always been here, and they could be 
right, because this hard-working editor of The Ithaca 
Times, newsletter of the Perth Branch, seems to have 
been part of Perth Ulysses Branch for ever. 

It was in 1988 that Dot attended her first meeting, as a 
pillion behind her boyfriend of the time who had seen 
an advertisement by Branch founder Alf Bridle 10 years 
previously.  He did nothing then, but after his wife died, 
he decided to attend a meeting which happened to be 
the 10th Anniversary of Perth Branch and Dot was along 
for the ride. 

Always keen to be involved, Dot stepped up when 
The Ithaca Times editor resigned in 1999, and today 
she is still producing that popular newsletter. Times 
have changed of course, for most of those years 
Dot was producing The Ithaca Times in hard copy, a 
labour intensive exercise that would change with the 
introduction of digital technology. 

“That was like a whole new world had opened up,” Dot 

recalls.
“Being able to create the newsletter on a screen, 
instead of having to run off copies and staple 
them together, it was amazing.”
Retiring in 2009 from her own secretarial business 
that she established in Subiaco in 1986, Dot 
moved to join partner Peter`Bushy’ Bush at the 
wheatbelt town of Carnamah, halfway between 
Perth and Geraldton. 

Of course, The Ithaca Times moved with her, and 
it is still produced from Dot’s Carnamah home.

Dot has also served on the Perth Branch 
committee from time to time, and received the 
Telemachus Medal earlier this year “For outstanding 
service to Perth Branch”.

Ulysseans around WA know Dot and the great job she 
does for Perth Branch, but there might still be some who 
don’t know her secret – this stalwart of Ulysses Club has 
never held a motorcycle riders licence, in fact she has 
never learned to ride a motorcycle!
“I did own a bike for a while, a Suzuki GN 250, but the 
day I bought it I fell off twice while trying to practice in a 
carpark,” she said. 
“My instructor made me get back on the bike and try 
again, but I could never remember to put my feet down 
when I stopped. That definitely causes you to fall over, 
so I gave up and sold the Suzuki.” 
From that day on, Dot was a happy pillion and she 
remains so to this day. 

We don’t know for sure, but `our’ Dot Camerer just 
might be unique in being a motorcycle club newsletter 
editor who can’t ride a motorcycle
 

Gary Warner #65262. 
 

Who loves their Mum then. Dot Camerer gets a big 

hug from her sons Leon and Kendon.
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My wife Janet, the ‘Happy Pillion’, and I had been thinking 
about taking our time to ride around Europe. In 2013, on the 
Foxy Lady (our 2012 Suzuki DL650, colour Foxy Orange), we 
spent six weeks in the UK going as far as the Orkney Islands 
and, of course, the Isle of Man Classic races and only 10 days 
in Europe. We like camping as we meet so many people from 
different places in camp grounds. Often we would end up 
sitting around with couples drinking many bottles of fine wine 
and telling tales. In Switzerland on one occasion we even had 
a camp fire. 

Now, I was in Port Melbourne some time in early 2015 in my 
ute. I cannot remember why but the mighty Foxy Lady was 
on the trailer when it saw a big red container almost full of 
motorcycles and there was just enough room for a small Foxy 
Lady. Before I could stop her, the Foxy Lady was in the big red 
container. I drove home disheartened by the events to inform 
my happy pillion that the Foxy Lady had done a runner and 
was off to England again.

Our hands had been forced, so we started to plan what we 
needed and where to go. Airline tickets, motorcycle clothing, 
money, and passports were first on our list, but as the end 
of April came closer so did the panic. I had better redraw the 
route, forget Morocco put in Malta, still too many kilometres, 
better forget them both and head for Albania and the Balkans. 
Janet said, “Do we have to”. “Too right”, I replied trying to 
sound confident, “I don’t know anyone who’s been there so 
it will be FUN”. We managed to find travel insurance. We also 
arranged insurance with TourInsure for the Foxy Lady and 
anything she might hit and, importantly, we needed a thing 
called a “Green slip” that covers us on the motorcycle for 
personal injury. Now all we had to do was pack our bags and 
head off to a small country town called London.

We flew out on the 29th April and had a very nice (!) 21 hour 
flight (in two halves) to the small town. On arrival we bought 

a small plastic card called 
an “Oyster”. What a silly 
name for a train ticket 
and then the train went 
underground in a tunnel 
that the English in their 
wisdom called the “Tube”. 
We stayed in the small town 
tubing around the shops and 
tourist places like rabbits in a 
burrow and managed to buy all our 
camping gear (yes, camping), as it saves heaps of dollars 
buying it in the UK.

We picked up the Foxy Lady on the appointed day in 
Felixstowe and headed south in the cold to Newhaven where 
we were to camp for two nights. At one stage we were on 
this big road that went over a small river called the Thames. 
Well, the traffic was at a standstill for over five miles. We were 
a little wide for lane filtering, so I was taking it slowly.  Just 
when I could not go on, you could have bowled me over when 
the truck on the left started to move back and forth in very 
little space to give us room. There was still not quite enough 
room so he asked the other truck on our right to do likewise. 
How good is that - I just could not imagine it happening over 
here. The weather was foul, the wind blew and the English 
Channel tried to sink us. The plan was to cross the Channel 
and stay in Bayeux to check out an old tapestry made in 1066 
(to keep the good pillion happy) and the D-Day beaches. This 
we did, but by now we were both suffering a bout of the ‘flu. 
We passed an island called Mont Saint Michel, but didn’t do 
the tourist bit as we were still not feeling very well. Onwards 
we went down the coast taking in the sights in the rain or 
sun depending on the day until we arrived in Spain via a long 
tunnel.

We rode along the N260 in the sun and it was dry at last. 
I had no idea that it was THE road to ride in the Spanish 

Anthony and Janet’s 
European Campout



RIDING ON 45

Pyrenees, but we soon got into the spirit of things, the mighty 
overloaded Foxy Lady happily swinging from side to side 
around the bends. We must have passed a thousand Lorenzo 
and Marquez wannabees going the opposite way. It’s a great 
road with spectacular scenery. We rode all the way along the 
N260 to Montserrat where we turned north to France. After 
nearly being washed away in the UK we decided to stay inland 
and found good roads and great scenery and crossed a unique 
bridge called the Millau Viaduct with its own windsock and 
weather station. We spent some time checking out the bridge 
and stayed in a great camp ground with just two other people 
and they were Kiwis.

Staying inland we rode to Italy where it started to rain and 
by the time we arrived at Genoa the road was 50mm deep 
in hail. Ah, the fun of riding! Down to Pisa in the sun and 
had a look at the Tower that someone had forgotten to do a 
soil test on. Oh, it was raining again just to add to the fun. 
After Pisa we rode down the centre of Italy to Pompeii, and 
by now the roads were testing the suspension of the Foxy 
Lady. A few days in Pompeii were enough. It was so noisy and 
dirty that we set off down the coast to look at the Maratea 
Jesus statue, which is accessed by an awesome road and 465 
metres above sea level. It is no more than a kilometre inland 
and “spectacular” comes to mind. We changed our plans again 
about keeping to the coast and decided to head to Brindisi 
via the heel of Italy. We had booked our passage on a ferry 
that was leaving at 11.30pm (it actually left at 2.30am), so we 
spent some time looking around Brindisi, and filling up with 
fuel and other essentials as we had no idea what Albania was 
to bring. Luckily we met four Italians on three motorcycles 
going to Albania for a ride, one of whom spoke English.

Albania was the first non-EU country we had been to so I 
was a bit worried about getting through customs and fully 
expected to be returned to Italy. However, it went like a 
breeze. We were soon through customs and riding down a dirt 
road that was masquerading as the main street in Vlorë. This 
was also the first time we had come across people begging. 
Janet was nearly pulled from the Suzuki by a lady (!) beggar. 
“Bugger”, I thought, “this is not good”, so we headed out into 
the country to find ourselves on a new freeway. There was 
no one in front and no one behind; we had it all to ourselves. 
We were getting a little peckish, so I stopped at a servo. I 
asked the attendant in English if she understood English. 
“Yes, Sir”, she said, “Most people speak English”. We found 
that most people did indeed speak English throughout the 
Balkans. I asked her how she had learnt English and she said 
by watching TV.

We rode up the coast in beautiful weather on great roads (In 
the country anyway as the city’s roads were like goat tracks, 
but don’t ask me why). We stayed at “Auto Camps” which 

are terrific. Most have a shop and more importantly a bar 
and restaurant, happy days. As the day wore on I decided 
to ask Mr Garmin for a camp ground. His reply was Camping 
Albania. Following his directions we started off on a good 
road that slowly narrowed as it passed through many small 
villages. Eventually Mr Gamin said turn left across a narrow 
bridge with no safety rails. So we did, very carefully, and 
followed a very narrow bitumen road now showing signs that 
donkeys had been there before us. The area started to look 
very run down and the prospect was not looking good. Finally 
we found Camping Albania and what a revelation! It was a 
good campground covered in RV’s driven mainly by the Dutch, 
but better still a comfortable cheap motel room, and great 
restaurant to boot.
 
The next day we headed off to Montenegro and on the way 
we met Ari from Holland on his old BMW twin. We spent two 
days in Montenegro with Ari who was riding around checking 
out what had happened after he left Sarajevo and putting to 
bed some of his demons as a UN peacekeeper. He gave us a 
lot of history about the Balkans which was very interesting. 
We rode on to Mostar on his recommendation to visit The Old 
Bridge. We stayed at Camping Mali Wimbledon on advice from 
the owner of the camp in Montenegro. When we arrived the 
owner rushed out to greet us and show us around. He picked 
out a great camping spot under a cherry tree. We were told 
we could eat as many cherries as we like, but not to take any 
away. They tasted great and he also had a bar. This was not 
expected as we were in Bosnia-Herzegovina, a Muslim country, 
and the owner was a Muslim, but the dollar has great power. 
The Old Bridge was in fact brand new having been destroyed 
in early 1990s and rebuilt between 1999 and 2004. Mostar 
was very interesting and a “must visit” place. There were still 
a lot of damaged buildings which had been fenced off and just 
left. 

We had by now got into the habit of camping outside the 
cities and using the local buses to get around. This was a 
great way to get lost and meet people who were only too 
willing to help and guide us around. After Mostar we rode 
back to the Adriatic coast, along deserted, smooth and curvy 
roads (it just could not get any better, and it was sunny) to 
Croatia, where we met a local couple. After having lunch with 
them I re-programmed the GPS on their recommendation 
and headed inland. We worked our way up to Slovenia, which 
was an attractive country and very scenic with the last of the 
winter snow on the mountains. We stayed at Lake Bled for two 
nights.

After Slovenia we headed off to Austria and another road 
recommended by our Dutch friend Ari, the Grossglockner 
Mountain and Pass. This was a toll road and in our experience 
probably the best road in Europe, even better than the Stelvio 



Pass. They even had a lookout called “Bikers Point”, apply 
named as only small cars and motorcycles could get around 
the hairpin corners. We were probably early in the tourist 
season so not many people around and the roads were mainly 
inhabited by motorcycle riders, probably five motorcycles to 
every car. The snow was everywhere, making the scenery 
even better.

We travelled all the back roads to Berchtesgaden in the 
German Tyrol to visit Hitler’s Eagles Nest where we took the 
bus to the Nest and the tea rooms. It was very pretty as we 
were above the clouds which changed the scenery again.  
We rode across Austria over many mountain passes, and 
on Saturdays and Sundays you can hardly move. It seems 
everyone who has a motorcycle has to ride the passes. I 
noted that while the locals rode hard they were not pushing 
the boundaries, it was fun and they rode accordingly. Oh and 
another thing, not a policeman of any description to be seen, 
hallelujah. It was so much fun, beautiful weather, no wire rope 
barriers (no barriers at all in some places which was rather 
scary), no hassles, just fun. 

We visited the Zeppelin Museum and the Dornier Museum in 
Friedrichshafen, where we watched an air show that included 
the following aircraft for those of you who, like me, love 
aircraft: P38 Lightning, P51 Mustang, Harvard, Edge and a 
Mitchell Bomber all from the Red Bull Museum. We liked 
Austria and Germany for several reasons: the beautiful and 
varied scenery, but also the way we, as motorcycle riders, 
were looked after. The people want you to ride the passes, 
have meals and stay at their hotels but the thing that, as 
Australians, we found was just the best was at museums 
and points of interest where large lockers are provided for 
your helmets and riding gear. Moreover, they were secure 
(you have the key) and FREE. In the UK they cost a pound.

At Friedrichshafen we took another ferry across Lake 
Constance to Switzerland, a very wet Switzerland where 
our GPS decided to only work part of the time. We had fun 
riding in the rain over passes and through a tunnel that 
was 16.9km long and hot, nearly 40°C by the time we rode 
out and up the snow-edged Gotthard Pass to Andermatt. 
We stayed there a night (and it was expensive, very) 
before riding the Furkapass and Grimselpass, in the cloud 
and mist but it was still fun and very scenic. We pressed 
on across Switzerland with the GPS sort of working but 
obeying the no toll ways and no freeway command, but 

we were never quite sure where we were going. We 
worked our way up to Lepers (Ypres) on the back 
roads which in some instances were only one lane 
wide. We visited the US memorial at the Battle of the 
Bulge. We found a camp nearby, just a few people 
in this massive area with nice green grass.  A young 
couple were camping 100m away so I went to say 
hello. He had caught a dozen trout and asked us to 
stay for tea, which we gladly accepted and thoroughly 
enjoyed (it was also his first time trout fishing). At 
Ypres we attended the Last Post at the Menin Gate, 
visited more war cemeteries and battle fields and 
could not get over the sheer waste of it all.

We left Ypres early for the Channel Tunnel, which was 
just as well as it turned out. We arrived at the tunnel 
during a strike by the ferry workers and a riot by the 
refugees, burning tyres, cutting fences, etc. Somehow 
we managed to miss all the mayhem and rode on to 
the train where we stood around for 35 minutes and 
then rode off into England. Yes, you did read that 
right. Simply ride down the train until you cannot go 
any further, turn the motorcycle into the side and park 
on the side stand. The train is so smooth you cannot 

feel it leave the station. On arrival you simply follow the car 
in front until you leave the train and off you go. Later that 
morning all trains and ferries were cancelled. The motorway 
traffic going to the train was three trucks wide and 20 miles 
long, and all were stationary; now that is a traffic jam.

It was sunny and cool as we rode along the south coast of 
England to Lands End before turning north to Wales and our 
next ferry from Fishguard to Rosslare, Ireland. At Fishguard 
we discovered that the last time the UK was invaded was in 
1797 by the French, led by an American Captain, and another 
tapestry similar to the Bayeux tapestry in a hall made by the 
locals some years ago. We had a reasonably smooth crossing 
of the Irish Sea.  We went anticlockwise around Ireland and 
our first place to visit was Dublin and the Guinness Factory, 
where we bought a lot of little presents for the grandies. As 
usual we took a local bus, but we had to have exactly €3.30 
or the driver sent you out to get it from other passengers. 
This was a far cry from the excellent service we received in 
the Balkans and Germany where we were even given free 
tickets at one caravan park. 
We travelled on to Belfast where we visited the Titanic 
Museum. Northern Ireland was an eye opener as we visited 
just at the start of the Marching Season. The Protestant areas 
all had red, white and blue bunting, paint on the kerbs, and 
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town gateway flags including the Israeli flag. The Catholic 
areas had murals and shrines, some of which were very 
poignant and remembered those who had died on Bloody 
Sunday and hunger strikes. We did a taxi tour of Londonderry 
or Derry depending on whose side you are on. 

We continued around Ireland following a tourist road called 
the Wild Atlantic Way, and it is indeed wild until we arrived 
at Cork. Ireland is not called the Emerald Isle for nothing, as 
everything is green for a reason. It rained nearly every day 
while we were there, so you win some and you lose some. At 
Cork we fitted a new rear tyre and then camped at Blarney 
nearby. While there we met Peter in the local camp ground 
who along with wife Pat, were riding in a Vintage and Veteran 
Rally the next day on his 1915 Harley Davidson outfit which 
he told me he did not buy new! Sunday dawned dry just for 
a change but rain was forecast. We spent a very enjoyable 
morning with Peter and his friends at the rally of over 100 cars 
and motorcycles before heading off to Rosslare and the ferry.

We crossed to Wales in very smooth seas before heading up 
the coast as far as Holyhead where we stayed in a brand new 
camping ground, being only the eighth customer. Next day we 
set off on the short ride to our friends Cliff and Pat who lived 
in Wales. It was raining again and heavy. We spent 5 days 
with our friends before heading across England to Felixstowe 
where the Foxy Lady was washed and given a rest after 
travelling nearly 15,000 km in 3 months. I looked back as we 
left the warehouse only to see water running out of the Foxy 
Lady’s headlights, it must be lonely for her, but we will ride 
again someday.

If you are thinking about a European ride, do it. There are so 
many options over there; take your own or hire - it is just a 

matter of money. If you stay less than 2 months it is probably 
cheaper to hire, but more than 2 months take your own 
motorcycle. Dave Milligan from Get Routed will look after you, 
and there is nothing like your own set up and motorcycle. We 
did it on a 650, two up with camping gear; you do not need a 
larger motorcycle. You just have to be careful when packing 
whatever the size of your motorcycle. One thing we did learn 
was to take too little, and if you run out just buy a new shirt 
like I did, but if you take too much you are lumbered with it 
until returning home. We also bought bits and pieces on the 
way. When we had a parcel we sent them to Felixstowe for 
shipping home. Europe is an easy place to ride, with no border 
crossings (except the Balkans), good roads and sympathetic 
traffic, for most of the time. Riding on the right can be 
challenging the first time, but just remember, look LEFT, look 
right, look left again and stay right, just like going back to 
school when I was taught look right, etc.

As for planning, I do up a spreadsheet to give me some idea 
of distances and times. It has a wish list and really is just a 
guide. We do not plan places to stay; we just ride until we 
have had enough and ask Mr Garmin to find a place for us. 
The overall itinerary is just there to give us some idea on how 
we are progressing, a day or two early or late does not matter 
in the scheme of things but gives us some idea of when to 
book ferries, etc. This gives us a lot of flexibility and is also a 
cheat’s way of not having to plan everything to the last nut 
and bolt, and it works for us. We take a small computer for 
planning and finding shipping offices, etc. It also lets us email 
friends and most camp grounds have free Wi-Fi. We also have 
copies of essential paperwork on the computer and I use 
Google Earth for a lot of planning as we go. Go and have fun. 

Anthony #5877 and Janet Morrison



                                                           Badges for the first 200 registered & Patches only $5 each 
Raffles and Awards 

TV for Grand final followers 

Saturdays afternoon Tea Party.  Amenities on site,  w /showers.   Bonfire  (restrictions may apply) 
Bands Friday & Saturday nights.        Catering & Liquor License by ‘Lions Club.        On Site Registrations  29th Sept    
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The Joey is quick & easy 60 second setup with 
a queen size bed. The Boomer is easy to setup, 

with both annexes it is a roomy 5830mm x 
3300mm and very comfortable, light weight.

Made for motorbikes or small cars. 
Many extra options available. 

Phone Ray 0429 890 830 
email acrossozcampers@telstra.com

www.acrossozcampers.com

Joey Boomer

www.postiebikechallenge.org    Ph. 0411 090 891

Desert - Gulf of Carpentaria - Rainforest
8 - 19 Sep 2018

A truly unique fundraising adventure that will have you 
recounting stories to your friends. Ride  3800+km, on an 
unmodified Postie Bike across Australia. Rainforest to arid 
outback; Stockman’s Hall of Fame; Dip your toes in the Gulf 
(catch a barra’ or be caught by a croc!); Daintree NP track and 
water crossings (feel free to walk through); Final haul to Great 
Barrier Reef in Cairns. Out of the way route and stopovers: 
Mountain top sunset dinner, camp out under the stars next to an 
outback river oasis, swim in hot natural springs and enjoy the 
camp oven and a coldie with the locals. Finale is a celebration 
dinner and a soft bed at a Cairns resort.

Your choice - donate the bike we supply or keep it!

$5850 Incl bike, accomm, meals, mechanics, spares, 
support truck and vehicles.

$7690 - 18 Days
$6990 - 20 Days
$3990 - 15 Days

$8890 - 19 Days 
$9190 - 19 Days     
$8590 - 19 Days

30 YEARS OF ORGANISING TOURS



Researching the future of  Ulysses

In March, 2017, at a regular gathering of South East 
Queensland branch presidents, I met Peter Baulch for the 
first time. (Peter is now the club’s vice president). He spoke 
about a range of issues the club is facing and I think he was 
very pleased to see the comradeship and positivity that was 
shown from the representatives of the 18 SEQ branches. As 
a relatively new Ulyssean (6 years) and as the new president 
of the Logan City branch, I tend to shut-up and listen to 
the words of wisdom from the more experienced presidents 
and secretaries, and the wise words from Allan Pratt as the 
organiser of this event: Allan being the liaison officer for 
Ulysses International. 

I like being a member of the larger Ulysses organisation, and 
being a part of 18 local branches is terrific, particularly when 
we organise joint rides and events. To me this is what the 
Ulysses club is all about.

On this day, however,  Peter identified the decline in 
membership as a very significant issue, and possibly the 
biggest issue for the club’s future. There was some general 
discussion around this matter, and I asked if any research had 
been done to ascertain causes. The answer was, ‘not really’, 
so I simply offered to help in this regard. 

Since that meeting, I organised a group of three students to 
undertake some basic research into the matter to see what 
they could find out. I deliberately chose three students who 
had zero knowledge of the Ulysses club as they were from 
India and were here in Brisbane studying Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) degrees. I asked them to structure 
a basic questionnaire and get out around the city to ask 
questions from any motorcyclist they could find. They came up 
with a simple list of questions and from the responses gained, 
they quickly pin-pointed some crucial issues – not necessarily 
about the Ulysses club, but about clubs associated with 
motorcycling in general. 

Here is a sample of just four questions with % of 
responses:

1. Have you ever joined a motorcycle club? Yes = 75%

2. What do you see motorcycle clubs as? Adventure = 40%, 
Social = 40%

3. What is your preferred communication style? Social media 
= 50%

Now for the bad one …

4. If you were to leave a club, what would be the most likely 
reason? Groupism/politics = 75%

After further discussions with Peter Baulch and Allan Pratt, 
I was invited to the NAO at Smeaton Grange to meet the 
Natcom team to discuss doing some impartial in-depth 
research for the club. I was delighted to experience their 
positivity. Each committee member appeared to be looking 
forward to a great year as a new enthusiastic, close-knit 
committee. I came away with similar enthusiasm and this 
week, with a new semester starting, I had the pleasure 
of introducing Rob White (relieving) National AGM Event 
Coordinator to a group of students that I am selecting to 
undertake some solid quantitative and qualitative research 
that can assist Natcom in making decisions that will result in a 
brighter future for the entire organisation.  

Dr Ian Kirkwood, PhD, MAICD

Head of Management & Leadership

James Cook University – Brisbane Campus

#60071
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Friday 19 May, not only my birthday but the beginning of a 
three-week riding adventure, starting with the Ulysses Club 
AGM in Wauchope, NSW. It was about 8am that Lee and I set 
out. I had stayed overnight at his house in Callington, ready 
for an early start.

It was both cold and wet; travelling speed was between 90-
100 in the 110kph zone. It was like this ‘til our first fuel stop 
at Pinnaroo, where we decided to get a coffee and defrost a 
little. I was able to catch up with five friends from the Lower 
Murray branch for a minute, arriving just in time to catch 
them as they were preparing to leave. Like magic, by the 
time we had finished our coffee, the rain had stopped and for 
the rest of the day we managed to miss it. We occasionally 
came across wet roads, and the skies constantly threated us. 
Arriving at Hay (605Kms) in the late afternoon, we first settled 
in to our Motel and then had a walk around the town and 
found a hotel for tea. Hay was a lot more interesting than I 
had expected it to be.

Saturday started out with very heavy fog for about 100Kms, 
which didn’t clear ‘til about 9am. It was very slow going to 
start with. But the day improved as time went on. We stayed 
in Dubbo (520Kms) for the night, and it is such a big town! I 
wasn’t expecting this size. We had tea at the local RSL club, a 
5min walk from the motel.

Sunday was our best day for travelling and was un-eventful. 
We travelled on some great roads in beautiful countryside 
in beautiful weather arriving at Wauchope (570Kms), our 
destination, at about 4pm. We quickly made friends with 
people gathered outside at the hotel chatting, and we were 
invited out to tea up the road with them. They were from WA, 
Vic and NSW.

Monday morning, Lee and I walked to the AGM grounds to 
check-in. We arrived early, which proved a blessing. Checking-
in was just a scan of your Ulysses ID card; quick and painless. 
For whatever reason, the traders weren’t open ‘til Tuesday, so 
we were left with nothing to do. Fortunately, we were able to 
register for rides, and we also managed to catch up with lots 
of people from SA already there. As we were leaving the AGM 
about 11am, we could see the people lining up way down the 
road. Many were from SA, so we stopped to chat for a few 
minutes.

On the organised rides that I went on I got to see ‘The pub 
with no beer’, ‘The Slim Dusty ‘museum’ and the ‘Australian 
Motorcycle Museum’ as well as great countryside and towns.

Wauchope proved to be a beautiful area, and we were blessed 
with great weather up ‘til Sunday. There was lots to see and 
do, and I was able to do a lot of it. Every AGM is different, 
and that to me is important. This one also turned out to 
be a great AGM. Lee was a bit disappointed at the lack of 
traders(the numbers appeared to be down from other years) 
but we had a good selection.

On Sunday, the mid-morning showers cleared quickly and 
about 1:30pm, after the volunteers’ lunch, I headed north to 
Brisbane (550Kms), where I was staying with my daughter 
Kirsty and her housemates for four days. The travelling was 
hindered by road works the whole way. This highway is going 

to be magnificent 
when completed by 
the year 2020. Often 
my GPS was saying 
that I was riding in 
paddocks as I travelled 
on the new sections.

My time with Kirsty went quickly as the days flew by. I 
had carried her helmet from Adelaide and we were able to 
tour on the bike. We went out every day sightseeing in the 
countryside and the city. The first thing I noticed was just how 
hilly Brisbane was. At almost every traffic light you had a hill 
start - not used to that.

On Friday, I left Brisbane and headed to Castle Hill (920Kms) 
in Sydney. Other than the roadworks, it was a good trip down. 
Martin, Emily and their eight-year-old son, Andy were very 
excited to see me. I was staying with them ‘til Thursday.

Saturday, we went to and spent the day at Taronga Park Zoo. 
Unfortunately, late afternoon the rains came. After the zoo, 
we were going to see the ‘Festival of Light’ by ferry, but now 
it was too wet and cold. We decided to drive to the city to see 
it but due to a motor vehicle accident somewhere, we couldn’t 
get into Sydney. The next few days went quickly. It was a 
normal working and school week for the family, so we didn’t 
do much. I did spend a day riding the Blue Mountains, but it 
was nice to spend time with them all, and Emily was around 
most of the time to keep me company.

Wednesday the rains returned and threatened my departure 
to Bendigo on Thursday, but the weather forecast showed 
Friday was going to be worse. Thursday morning, again in 
heavy rain, I departed about 8am for Bendigo in Victoria. 
Traffic was heavy and slow-going to start with, and heading 
south, I had to switch freeways but due to heavy fog took 
the wrong exit and headed back towards Sydney. It took 20 
minutes or more for me to get back to the correct freeway. 
About 300Kms from Sydney the rains had cleared and the rest 
of the journey was incident free.

I arrived at Bendigo (850Kms) about 6pm and settled in for 
a few minutes at my stepmother’s, where I was staying for 
the night. My stepmother and I were invited to Lola’s, my 
stepsister’s, for tea. Pizza was on the menu, and we probably 
had –eight to ten family and friends turn up. That was a great 
night, catching up with everyone. Some I haven’t seen in 15 
years.

Friday, I was heading for home (750Kms). My middle 
daughter, Jacqualine’s, 28th birthday was Saturday, and I was 
heading home for it. The day was my last long day of travel 
and went well, right to the end.

Guy Malpass #10680

three weeks and  
my 6500km ride



I received a phone 
call from Kent Morrow 
(better known as 
Whiskers), a member 
of the Bendigo Branch, 
who had been to the 
Wauchope AGM and 
was visiting Coffs 
Harbour.

He needed to get a new throttle cable for his Triumph America 
and had to wait a few days. But when he picked the bike 
up and was riding back to his accommodation, he was quite 
unwell. Looks like pneumonia picked up somewhere in his 
travels.

After deciding to send the bike home by truck, he contacted 
several companies who would take his bike but not the trailer. 
Go figure!!!

So… what to do with the trailer? Well, when you belong to 
Ulysses naturally you call a local Ulyssean, and so I received 
his call. Kent told me his plight and was wanting to know if 
someone could pick his trailer up and mind it for a couple of 
weeks until he was able to return to Coffs with his car to take 
it home.

Although I live 26km north of Coffs, I had room in my garage. 
I told him that I would come down and pick the trailer up and 
store it at my place until he returned. 

Almost 2 weeks later he arrived from Bendigo in (4 wheels 
unfortunately). I put him up for the night and off he set with 
trailer and a big smile first thing the following morning.

No wonder I renewed my membership of Ulysses without a 
second thought, as this is just the sort of camaraderie we 
experience being members of this wonderful club.

Mike Mellefont #64321 
Secretary, Coffs Coast Branch.

PS. From Whiskers #21461 
Thank you to Mike for your assistance with the trailer and 
providing me with overnight accommodation when I came to 
pick up the trailer. We had a great night getting to know each 
other and discussing the merits of belonging to the Ulysses 
Club. 

No wonder we 
belong to the 
Ulysses Club

Whiskers (left) and me with the said trailer.

0 0 2 3 + years

Life is a DARING ADVENTURE or nothing at all !

32 days: Myanmar,
Thailand, Laos,

Vietnam, Cambodia

Five Fingers
of S.E.    sia!

v
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LEGEND is a description applied to many motorcycles, 
with names that echo down the years; Vincent, Brough 
Superior, AJS, Triumph, Ariel, BSA, Ducati, Norton, 
Velocette, Matchless, Triton – hang on, what is a 
Triton?, you might ask, who built that?

There was no single manufacturer, the Triton was and is a 
unique blend of two famous marques.

Nobody can say for certain who built the first Triton, which 
was to be one of many,  but we know what it was and why it 
was built. 

If you are old enough to remember newsreels at cinemas 
in the 1960s, you might recall coverage of the Mods versus 
Rockers battles on British beaches.

While the dufflecoat-wearing Mods got around on 
motorscooters festooned with rear-view mirrors, a leather-clad 
Rocker’s dream ride was British and fast. 

On the other side of the Atlantic Ocean, bikes were being 
stretched and chopped, but in Britain the most popular look 
was the café racer.

Used for short and speedy rides between cafés (the Busy Bee 
café in Watford and the Ace Café in London gaining equal 
notoriety), the café racer became the bike that any self-
respecting Rocker aspired to own.

Most popular for these creations were the bikes from Triumph, 
BSA and Norton.

Their modifications were relatively 
straight forward; anything that could 
be removed WAS removed, then it was 
fitted with lowset `clip-on’ handlebars, 
rearset footpegs, maybe a larger 
aluminium fuel tank and a cowl on the 
rear of the seat.

That was the look, but these daredevils 
were more concerned about power and 
handling.

The two top-dogs of British 
motorcycling were Triumph and Norton, 
each with its legion of loyal fans. 
Nortons were considered by many to 
be better handling while Triumph’s 

650 Bonneville engine had a better reputation for power and 
reliability.

Somebody, somewhere, had the bright idea of dropping a 
Bonneville T120 engine into Norton’s famous Featherbed 
frame, renowned for its handling, and the rest as they say is 
history.

Later versions would include the “Tribsa” which had a Triumph 
engine in a BSA frame, or  the exotic “Norvin” with a 1000cc 
Vincent V-Twin engine nestled in a Featherbed frame, but the 
Triton became the definitive café racer, possibly because there 
were so many of them.

Production records? Hah, Tritons were originally built by their 
owners in backyard sheds!

Which brings us to this beautiful example, which has found its 
way to Geraldton, on the coast of Western Australia.

When Colin Cox bought the bike in 2009 From Jonathon Lear 
of NSW, it had undergone at least one major rebuild that 
began last century (or was that its initial build, you never 
know with a Triton).

Two document folders bulging with receipts illustrate the 
search for parts that stretched around the globe, a search 
that Colin took up and continued.

Every effort was made to ensure that parts used were the 
same as original, or as close as could be found.
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Occasionally some originality had to be sacrificed, such as the 
Mikuni carburettors that replaced the original Amal units, or 
the impressive drum front brake.

Locating one of these from the original British bikes proved 
impossible, so the stopping duties are taken care of – Purists, 
don’t read this, you may be upset – a twin-leading shoe, 
200mm drum front brake that originally belonged to a Suzuki 
GT750.

Later incarnations of that fiery two-stroke triple were fitted 
with disc front brake, but early models had the big drum 
brake that looks period-perfect.

I have been favoured with riding this Triton several times, 
and every time I do the effectiveness of that brake is brought 
home all over again. 

Disc brakes are easier to work on, but the twin-leading shoe 
brakes have superb stopping power.

Not happy with the power from the 1965 model Bonneville 
engine, Colin had it boosted with a Morgo 750cc kit.

Another non-period touch is the electronic ignition, which 
means less kicking and easier starting.

When it fires, the rumble from the big twin and the crackle 
from its exhaust pipes commands attention.

Nothing about this bike is easy – the controls seem stiff and 
heavy compared to a modern machine, that’s just the way irt 
is.

A solid twist of the wrist, while trying to operate the cluch 
without stalling, and you are off, the exhausts crackling and 
spitting with eagerness.

Crank that throttle too hard and you could soon be in demerit 
point country, but unlike its modern cousins this is a bike that 
lets you know it is alive.

Ironing out a series of bends, it is easy to see what made the 
Triton so special.

Modern suspensions might out-handle the Norton 
Featherbed chassis, but when its age is remembered it is 
realised just how good this bike was in its era.

It deserves to be rated as a true legend of motorcycling, 
one whose reputation just might be matched in reality.

And the bad news? Don’t bother dragging out your bank 
details or cheque book, this thoroughbred café racer is 
definitely not for sale!

Text and Photographs; Gary Warner #65262



MELBOURNE ODYSSEY
13-15 OCTOBER 2017  
 
Put it in your diary!

Melbourne Branch is getting in early, telling us that 
its 19th annual Odyssey will be held at Nagambie 
Lakes Leisure Park, beautifully located between the 
Goulburn River and Lake Nagambie. 

Nearby attractions include a variety of wineries, 
museums and merchants, plus a good variety of roads 
for weekend rides (the important bit). 

Accommodation includes a variety of cabins which 
sleep from two to eight people, a 12-person 
bunkhouse with two rooms of six bunks each, plus 
powered large campsites on which several tents could 
be set up to enhance camaraderie. 

Registration fee of $55 per person includes a badge 
(for the first 50 registrations) and Saturday night 
dinner with live entertainment at the on-site function 
centre. 

There will also be a casual BYO BBQ on the Friday 
night and an organised ride on the Saturday starting 
at 10am.  Please have your tanks full!

Registration forms and details are available at www.
ulyssesmelb.com 

Please use “Contact Us” link to “Website Editor – John 
Cook” on the website to let us know of your intention 
to attend, or contact John Cook (03) 9728 5769 or 

0419 599 530 or via kriscook@bigpond.net.au for any 
further information.  

Cheques payable to “Ulysses Club Inc. Melbourne 
Branch” should be sent to Ulysses Club c/o S Clarke, 
PO Box 3014 Rowville Vic 3178.

Direct deposit (preferred) for registration:

Westpac BSB 033 371 Account 231845 with reference 
Odyssey (& your name)   

Account name: “Ulysses Club Inc. Melbourne Branch”. 

To book accommodation, please contact the 
Nagambie Lakes Leisure Park direct and mention your 
Ulysses connection when booking. 

Nagambie Lakes Leisure Park

69 Loddings Lane, Nagambie, 3608 or PO Box 90, 
Nagambie Vic 3608

Tel: (03) 5794 2373 / 1800 155 919 during office 
hours.

Email: info@nagambielakespark.com.au

Web: www.nagambielakespark.com.au 
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On 15 March 1921, the company “Società Anonima Moto 
Guzzi” was constituted in the offices of the notary, Paolo 
Cassanello in Corso Aurelio Saffi, Genoa, for “the fabrication 
and sale of motorcycles and all other activities pertinent or 
correlated to the metalworking and mechanical engineering 
industries”. 

Partners in the Company were the renowned Genoese ship 
owner Emanuele Vittorio Parodi, his son Giorgio and his friend 
Carlo Guzzi. Carlo was a former comrade of Parodi’s in the 
Italian Air Corps, as was another friend Giovanni Ravelli an 
aviator – like Parodi – who died on 11 August 1919 during a 
test flight. It was in memory of this friend that the spread-
winged eagle motif in the Moto Guzzi badge was chosen.

I was invited by PS Importers to a launch, a lunch and a test 
ride review of the latest new model V7 III in the Moto Guzzi 
range. Following a previous Sydney launch some time ago of 
the new, good looking California models Audace & Eldorado, 
I was keen to sample another machine from this manufacturer. 

This V7  is the brand’s best seller since 2009 and is available 
in three well known and popular versions - Special, Racer and 
Stone - plus this year to celebrate 50 years in the making, a 
special Anniversario edition. 

The authenticity and charisma of these machines is like no 
other and their engine is designed based on the V9 models by 
this Italian manufacturer.

It was one of the most windy days ever on a Friday afternoon 

in Brookvale, NSW at the home of Surfside Motorcycle Garage. 
The “garage” is a retro business and with a personal tour from 
staffer Rob I got to see many various old and a few newer 
bikes being serviced, repaired, restored and replicated. It’s 
also a great cafe with a variety of food and beverages, they 
have different bike shows every few months which are a must 
for enthusiasts.

The Guzzi launch began with a presentation from marketing 
go-to man Paul McCann then Piaggio Manager (Italian 
historian) Nicolo and the tech guy John Hanson. It was most 
interesting to see and hear how Moto Guzzi has evolved very 
successfully since 1921, still from the same factory, and has 
won 14 GP championship races, in addition to its bikes being 
ridden by American police and Marlon Brando.

We headed off on our test ride and I was aboard the V7III 
Special which felt light weight, comfortable and smooth. 
Through the traffic at slow speed the gear changes were 
so quiet and so effortless, not a clunk was felt or heard. It 
really did not matter which gear you were in, the Guzzi would 
accelerate with ease. Braking took a little to get used to and 
occasionally I found the rear brake more effective than the 
front, but early days yet. We had action photos taken through 
the built up area around the ocean and had to zig zag much 
tree debris as a result of the gale force winds about.

I swapped to the V7 III  Stone model variant and moving 
on toward West Head (NSW), there was a fantastic sweeper 
road so best give the Guzzi a gutful and see what it can do. It 
appeared not so comfortable on the bumps as the Special but 

Cheetham strikes up  
an enduring Guzzi affair
Cheetham strikes up  
an enduring Guzzi affair
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certainly had sufficient power performance and lean factor 
to satisfy. The Racer model variant also certainly lived 
up to its name in appearance and performance with the 
professional rider (not me) on board.

Overall a great few hours of test ride in trying conditions, 
around the ocean front and through bushland where all the 
V7s performed faultlessly. These machines did not have 
a piece of plastic on them or around them so were really 
naked and whilst cables, wires, nuts and bolts were visible 
they looked like they belong on these retro machines.  Let’s 
face it plastic fairings etc add to the heat, the cleaning and 
the frustration when service & repair time comes.

The V7 III even has something for the tech head motor-
cyclist ....  the rich catalogue of dedicated accessories 
includes the Moto Guzzi multimedia platform (MG-MP) with 
a new interface module and dedicated smart phone mount. 
The MG-MP is accessible via smart phone by download-
ing the free MGMP app for iPhone & Android and delivers 
greater connectivity between the motorcycle and the rider 
through access to an exceptional quantity of useful travel 
information that would otherwise not be viewable.

Traction control, revised six speed ratio gearbox and shaft 
drive are some of the specifications. Others include:-

The guys from PS Importers (Melbourne) were certainly 
helpful, positive and professional. It is fantastic the support 
this company has for our Ulysses Club, especially each year 
with a truckload of bikes (Moto Guzzi, Triumph & Aprillia) 
to test ride at our AGMs.

In summary the V7 III is an impressive mid size/weight 
day tourer, its mildly retro look setting it apart, and its 
performance filling in all the spaces.

Paul Cheetham    #46164

Fuel tank capacity 21 litres

Kerb weight 209 kg (Stone) 
213 kg (Special/Anniversario) 

Price (+ORC)  $12,990 (Stone)   
$14,490 (Special)  $16,790 (Racer) 
$16,990 (Anniversario limited 
edition looker - with the 
chrome shiny tank).
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P R O D U C T  R E V I E W

GET THE PICTURE? “THAT MEANS A 
BETTER VIEW IN 
GENERAL, AND 
A POSSIBLE 
REDUCTION IN 
EYE FATIGUE. “

IT took a moment for me to `get it’ about Nearview riding 
glasses. 

Okay, your vision is not what it used to be, you don’t go 
anywhere without a pair of reading glasses just in case, and 
thankfully no problems with long distance. 

Mind you, reading the speedo can be a bit hit and miss. 

Nearviews look like hundreds of other plastic lens sunglasses 
on sale around the world, but these things are pretty damn 
clever. 

Tinted or clear, both lenses have the same neutral view of the 
road ahead, but at the bottom of each lens is a small `patch’ 
of optically correct plastic lens. 

You order according to your prescription, which was a bit seat-
of-the-pants as my optician uses a different code system. The 
bifocals are available in +1.0, +1.5, +2.0, +2.5 and +3.0, I 
took a guess at a 2.0 and it seems about right for me.

Whether they are glued or welded to the main lens, I don’t 
know, but they work! 

Don’t tilt your head down to check instruments, sort of just 
roll your eyes down a little and you find yourself looking at 
your speedo etc, clear as crystal. Because this all happens 
within the frames, your brain accepts both close-up and 
straight ahead as correctly focused. 

What I really like is this; our eyes are being over-worked, 
moving about to keep tabs on all sorts of things. Eye fatigue 

is real, especially on long 
rides, but I have found 
myself enjoying the ride 
more. 

With the bifocals telling 
your brain that the vision 
is fine, your eyes do not 
have to refocus whenever 
you change between views. A 
better view in general, and a possible 
reduction in eye fatigue. (NB  “possible” because it makes 
sense to me, it’s just my own observation.)

The lightweight frames are super flexible, and best of all, the 
arms are very flat so they slide easily between your head and 
helmet, really comfortable. 

Available as an optional extra is the Positive Dust Seal, it clips 
in and out of the frames to protect against fine dust, pollen, 
other irritants and peripheral light. A bit fiddly, but worth 
swapping over when changing from day to night glasses.

Finally, remember I said at the start that reading my speedo 
had become a bit hit and miss? Easier and more accurate 
viewing of my speedo might have helped me avoid the $100 
speed camera photo, snapped three days before I got my 
Nearviews! 

Yes, they work. And at $38.95, yes, I like them.

Gary Warner #65262
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TWO WHEELS TO WELLINGTON
Sunday 30th October 2016

Motorcycle Awareness Week
Cameron Park Main Street

Wellington

Save The Date

For further enquiries please contact:
Peter - 04 0788 3978
Phil - 04 2863 8880

John - 04 2845 2945

Proceeds go to  
Ulysses Club Arthritis 

Research Fund 
(UCARF)

Come and catch up with mates!
• Show & Shine • Bike Displays • Stalls • Food • Drinks  • Coffee Van



RIDING ON 81

TWO WHEELS TO WELLINGTON
Sunday 30th October 2016

Motorcycle Awareness Week
Cameron Park Main Street

Wellington

Save The Date

For further enquiries please contact:
Peter - 04 0788 3978
Phil - 04 2863 8880

John - 04 2845 2945

Proceeds go to  
Ulysses Club Arthritis 

Research Fund 
(UCARF)

Come and catch up with mates!
• Show & Shine • Bike Displays • Stalls • Food • Drinks  • Coffee Van



RIDING ON 60

G
IP

PS

LAND CENTR
A

L

 

 

RSVP 
Marg Van Rossum 
Secretary 
c/o PO BOX 2018 
TRARALGON 3844 
E:  xenafarr@bigpond.com 
M: 0427 221973 
 
Payment 
Direct deposit preferred.  
Bendigo Bank 
BSB: 633-000   
Acct: 113401038 
Account name: 
Gippsland Central Ulysses 
Club  
Reference your Name and 
membership number.  
 
RSVP and payment is 
essential; NO later than  
October 11.10.2017 
for catering purposes. 
Please indicate any special 
dietary needs. 
 
 

GIPPSLAND CENTRAL BRANCH 
20TH 

 ANNIVERSARY 

GIPPSLAND CENTRAL BRANCH – ULYSSES CLUB INC. 

INVITES INTERESTED ULYSSEANS TO 
CELEBRATE OUR 20THANNIVERSARY 
 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH, 2017 
 
Morning Activity 
10.00 am: A planned ride will depart from the Shell 
Service Station, Princes Highway, TRARALGON. We will 
retrace the first ride that initiated the formation of this 
Branch. 
Lunch can be purchased at the half way point. 
 
Evening Meal 
Venue: Italian Australian Sporting and Social Club Morwell, 
499-501 Princes Way, Morwell 3840 
 
The evening starts at 6.00pm with a buffet meal of main 
and sweets at 6.45. 
 
The first 100 Ulysses members to register, will receive an 
anniversary badge. 
 
 
There will be a display and discussion on the evening by  
Ken Robinson, Black Ice Racing Team, current holder of the 
World’s Land Speed Record on a Motorbike. 
 
Any monies collected in excess of costs will be donated to 
UCARF 
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SOFT SHELL BLACK JACKETS MENS $95.00
Soft Shell Charcoal Jacket. 100% Bonded 
Polyester Outer. Knit fabric bonded with 
micro fleece lining. Wind flap, chin guard 
and stand up collar. Mens  S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 
3XL, 5XL. 

SOFT SHELL BLACK JACKETS LADIES $95.00
Soft Shell Charcoal Jacket. 100% Bonded 
Polyester Outer. Knit fabric bonded with mi-
cro fleece lining. Wind flap, chin guard and 
stand up collar. Ladies 8-10, 12-14, 16-18, 
20-22, 24-26

Ladies Butterfly Polo $32.00
New Style Ladies Polo shirt. White with 
black trim and Ulysses Butterfly design on 
top left side. Sizes 8-24

Ladies Butterfly T-Shirt  $25.00
New Style V-Neck Cotton/Poly T-Shirt 
in Sky Blue Marle colour. Featuring the 
Ulysses Butterfly design on the front. 
Sizes 8-22

HI VIS Safety Vest

$26.95
Hi Vis Lime Green safety vest with zipper 
front. Old Man Logo printed on back. 100% 
Polyester tricot for durability. Complies 
with Standards AS/NZS 1906.4.2010 & AS/
NZS 4602.1.2011 Day/Night effective DTM 
self-fabric binding. Utility pockets at sides. 
Available in L, XL, 2LX, 3XL, 4XL, 5XL

Backpack $49.95
Black/Charcoal Back Pack with 
Old Man logo
On front. 28 litre capacity
600D polyester with latex rubber 
backing
2 separate storage compartments 
Padded iPad compartment 
Contoured padded mesh back 
panels.
Quick release side compression straps, mesh drink bottle 
pocket and zippered side accessory pocket. Heavy Duty 
Zippers, rubber protection feet and mesh backed padded 
quick grip handle. Rubber headphone exit port on front 
compartment.
Dimensions: 32cm Wide x 44cm Height x 20cm Deep

See Sizing chart for half chest measurement guide

ULYSSES CLUB NECK TIE 
 $24.00
A stylish way to represent 
your Club with this Black 
Satin Tie featuring the Old 
Man Logo.
 

NEW TRAVEL MUG 
$9.50  
Stainless steel double 
walled mug 
Capacity 420ml 
 Size 184x125mm
Ulysses logo laser 
engraved 
Stainless steel outside 
and plastic inside 

NEW 
 CHROME BIKE PLATE COVER $10.00 
Frame size is 185mm wide x 125mm 
high. Suits plate size 180mm wide x 
100mm high Easy to attach, this shiny 
chrome coloured plate cover is a must 
for all proud Ulysses Club members 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSPRING gear shop

GEARSHOP - SPRING136.indd   2 11/09/2017   4:01:47 PM
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stand up collar. Ladies 8-10, 12-14, 16-18, 
20-22, 24-26

Ladies Butterfly Polo $32.00
New Style Ladies Polo shirt. White with 
black trim and Ulysses Butterfly design on 
top left side. Sizes 8-24

Ladies Butterfly T-Shirt  $25.00
New Style V-Neck Cotton/Poly T-Shirt 
in Sky Blue Marle colour. Featuring the 
Ulysses Butterfly design on the front. 
Sizes 8-22

HI VIS Safety Vest

$26.95
Hi Vis Lime Green safety vest with zipper 
front. Old Man Logo printed on back. 100% 
Polyester tricot for durability. Complies 
with Standards AS/NZS 1906.4.2010 & AS/
NZS 4602.1.2011 Day/Night effective DTM 
self-fabric binding. Utility pockets at sides. 
Available in L, XL, 2LX, 3XL, 4XL, 5XL

Backpack $49.95
Black/Charcoal Back Pack with 
Old Man logo
On front. 28 litre capacity
600D polyester with latex rubber 
backing
2 separate storage compartments 
Padded iPad compartment 
Contoured padded mesh back 
panels.
Quick release side compression straps, mesh drink bottle 
pocket and zippered side accessory pocket. Heavy Duty 
Zippers, rubber protection feet and mesh backed padded 
quick grip handle. Rubber headphone exit port on front 
compartment.
Dimensions: 32cm Wide x 44cm Height x 20cm Deep

See Sizing chart for half chest measurement guide

ULYSSES CLUB NECK TIE 
 $24.00
A stylish way to represent 
your Club with this Black 
Satin Tie featuring the Old 
Man Logo.
 

NEW TRAVEL MUG 
$9.50  
Stainless steel double 
walled mug 
Capacity 420ml 
 Size 184x125mm
Ulysses logo laser 
engraved 
Stainless steel outside 
and plastic inside 

NEW 
 CHROME BIKE PLATE COVER $10.00 
Frame size is 185mm wide x 125mm 
high. Suits plate size 180mm wide x 
100mm high Easy to attach, this shiny 
chrome coloured plate cover is a must 
for all proud Ulysses Club members 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSPRING gear shop
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TOURING BADGE  $5.50
Members travelling overseas will be 
recognised as an Australian Ulysses 
member when wearing this logo. 28mm x 
28mm x 3mm thick.

PATCH TOURING   $6.00
Members travelling overseas will be 
recognised as an Australian Ulysses 
member when wearing this logo. 10cm 
X 9.5cm.

STICKER TOURING   $4.00
Touring Logo - Be recognised as an 
Australian Ulysses member overseas! 
Square sticker   10.5cm x 
10.5cm.

BALLOONS $5.00
Mixed Pack of 10 with Black & 
white balloons with the Old Man 
Logo printed on them. Available in 
AIR or HELIUM packs.

TOURING PATCH, STICKER & BADGE COMBO DEAL! GET ALL THREE FOR JUST $10.00

NEW LOOK BELT BUCKLE  
$39.50 Small  
$42.50 Large 
3D antique Sliver with textured black 
background. Small fits both size belts. 

Large fits regular belt only

REGULAR BELT- Black & Brown leather 
$35.00
Leather Belt with Old Man Logo and 
Ulysses printed along belt. fits both size 
Ulysses buckles 
S-34˝ • M-36˝ • L-38˝ • XL-40˝ • 2XL-42˝ 
3XL-44˝  Avail in Black & Brown.
• 4XL-46˝ • 5XL-48˝ • 6XL-50˝ 
7XL-52˝ • KING 54˝ Avail in Black only

SCARF $14.00
Keep warm in winter with a Ulysses Club 
Polar Fleece Scarf.

SMALL LEATHER BELT

$35.00
Black embossed Leather Belt 30mm 
width. Fits small buckle. 
Sizes Sm 34” – 3XL 44” 
*Buckle sold separately

CANVAS BAG  $27.00
Black Canvas Tote bag. Clip down at front 
with velcro & zip pockets, compartments 
inside and out. Long Strap. 300mm wide 
x 300mm high.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place your 
order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org
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BRACES - REG & LARGE  $32.00
Braces, black with Old Man Logo. 
Reg 85cm stretch to 143cm, Large 101cm 
stretch to 173cm. Strap width 3.5cm

FRIDGE MAGNET   $2.00
Fridge Magnets, Black with Old Man Logo 
75mm round.

MULTI TOOL (Leatherman Style) $27.00
Ulysses Club Multi Tool with 10 
attachments and belt loop.
An essential item for any Handyman or 
Lady!

STUBBY HOLDER - BLACK OR PINK  $7.50
Keep your drinks cold with the Ulysses Club 
Stubby Holder. 
Displaying the Old Man Logo and Bike 
artwork

ULYSSES CLUB WATER 
BOTTLE 

$9.00
This new 560ml Water Bottle 
is great to take on rides. 
Featuring taste free stainless 
steel with drinking straw. 
Strong but light. 235mm x 
70mm.

HIP FLASK $26.50
Stainless Steel hip flask with laser etched 
Old Man Logo

BOTTLE HOLDER – BLACK   
$5.00
with base, removable 
neck strap, belt loop & 
velcro bottle neck seal to 
keep your bottle secure. 
Fits stubbies and most 
bottles up to approx. 
600mls depending on neck 
size. 14.5cm high, base 
diameter 7cm, neck holder 
opening 3.5cm. 

LUGGAGE TAG  $2.00
Ulysses Luggage Tag with Old Man Logo. 
105mm x 64mm. A great way to person-
alise your luggage

STICKER STRIP   $3.50
Sticker Reflective. 5 x 35mm round 
stickers.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSPRING gear shop
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keep your bottle secure. 
Fits stubbies and most 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
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bonus gift with purchases over $40

3D KEYRING   $5.00
Rubber Keyring with Old Man Logo. 
65mm.

WALLET - Black  $8.50
Ulysses black wallet with the Old Man 
Logo. Velcro fasteners, lots of card 
sections. Stronger stitching and larger 
licence holder.

BIKE BADGE - Brass or Pewter   $21.00
3D Brass - Bike Badge Metal.
60mm, Round, Light weight.

NECK WARMER  $15.00
Black Polar Fleece with Old Man Logo.

TOILETRY BAG - Black   $25.50
Ulysses black wet pack toiletry bag. Compact 
with lots of compartments and a hook to hang 
on the shower door.

UTILITY ROLLS-  
$12.75 
 Black wet pack utility 
roll.  Suitable for travel 
toiletries, small acces-
sories, sewing kit or to 
carry your smaller bike 
tools,  bits and pieces.  
Easily fits pannier, top 
box or tank bag. Four 
separate zippered in-
ternal pockets with one 
large external pocket. 
Unrolled  dimensions: 
67cm x 28cm.  Rolled 
dimensions: 18cm 
x 28cm x 2cm thick 
(empty).

MOBILE PHONE POUCH  

$28.50 Sml $34.00 Lge
Keep your Mobile Phone safe in this handy 
leather pouch. Comes in two convenient sizes 
and secures onto your Ulysses Club Leather 
Belt.
Sml 145mm x 70mm Lge 175mm x 
90mm

GLASSES CASE  $5.50
Glasses Case - Black gloss, hard plastic 
with Old Man Logo on lid.

STICKER 3D - Glow  $9.00
Ulysses Club Round 70mm Iri-
descent Vinyl Sticker with domed 
top. Glows in the Dark!

 special 
price 
 large 

now $17.50 
small 

now $15.00

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place your 
order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSPRING gear shop

SINGLET - Black   $20.00
Black cotton with Small Old Man Logo on 
left chest. Sizes S - 4XL.

SOCKS - Black With Red Writing  $15.00
Ulysses Black Socks. 80% Wool / 20% 
Nylon. Pure Wool Inner Cushion and 
Nylon Outer. Aust made/Aust Wool. Word 
‘Ulysses’ In Red.
Regular (6-10) & Large (11-14)

SHORT SLEEVE T-SHIRT - Black  $19.50
Black SHORT Sleeved Tshirt. Small or 
Large Logo Size S - 4XL.

LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRT - Black   $22.00
Black LONG Sleeved Tshirt. Small or 
Large Logo Size S - 4XL. Black with white 
writing on right sleeve.

BANDANA - Black   $8.00
Ulysses Club Black Bandana,. Ulysses 
Embroidered On Front And Old Man Logo 
Embroidered On The Back. 62cm One 
size fits most.

BEANIE - Black  $12.00
Beanie Black Knitted With Ulysses Logo. 
One Size.

LADIES CAP - Black/Pink  $10.00
Black Cap with Pink Piping. Ulysses writ-
ten in a slant across the front and “Life 
Begins at 40” in pink embroidery on back. 
One Size.

REVERSABLE POLAR FLEECE VEST 
$40.50 
Black reversable vest with Old Man Logo 
on both sides. 100%  
Polar Fleece inner, Polyester outer. Sizes 
Sml – 4XL

CAP - Black  with white piping  $10.00
Black Cap Heavy Brushed Cotton. One 
Size.

See Sizing chart for half chest measurement guide
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place your 
order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org

LADIES POLO SHIRT - Black with White 
Panels   $29.50
Ladies V-Neck Polo Shirt Black With White 
Panels Cool Dry Polyester. Sizes 8-26

30th ANNIVERSARY CLOTHING
$25.00
30th Anniversary Ladies ¾ Sleeve and 
Mens Long Sleeve Shirt with pearl Old 
Man Logo. Men’s sizes-Small ONLY 
Ladies sizes - 8-24

APRON - One Size  $24.50
Black & White Striped Apron with pocket, 
Ulysses Logo & Word “Disgraceful”.

SLOPPY JOE  $38.00 
Fleecy lined with small or large Old Man 
Logo Sml-5XL

RIDING SHIRT  $24.50 
Black high neck long sleeve Unisex  
Sizes XS-4XL

LADIES POLO SHIRT - Black Pink Piping   
$29.50
Ladies V-Neck Polo Shirt Black With Pink 
Piping Cool Dry Polyester. Sizes 8 - 22

MENS POLO SHIRT - Black with Ash 
Panels   $29.50
Mens Black & Ash Polo Shirt Cool Dry 
Polyester Pocket On Left Chest. Sizes 
S - 4XL.

bonus gift with purchases over $40

See Sizing chart for half chest measurement guide

KEYSAFE  
CARABINER 

$9.50 

Strong, lightweight and highly 
functional. Keep your keys safe 
with the Ulysses Club Carabiner. 
Featuring a double locking system 
for ease of use.

LADIES MAGENTA COLOUR SLEEVELESS 
SHIRTS   $32.50
Ladies V Neck sleeveless polo shirt. Magenta 
with embroidered Old Man Logo. Sizes 8-20

special 
price 
now 

$15.00 

special 
price 
now 

$17.00 
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PATCH ROUND - Leather Look Embroi-
dered  
Small. 70mm  $6.95
Medium. 100mm  $10.00

HELMET LINER
Black, Pink, Red  $7.90
Light weight washable cotton helmet liner 
with Old Man Logo on each ear. One Size

New Design Fridge Magnet $2.00
70mm x 70mm
White background with Old Man 
Logo and National Phone Number

LAPEL BADGE - Gold or Silver  $5.50
Badge Lapel - Silver for ages 40 - 49 and 
Gold for age 50+

RIDE ON #1 BADGE  $2.00
Stephen Dearnley Memorial Lapel .
All proceeds from sales go to UCARF.

FOLD AWAY LEATHER HAT - BLACK & 
BROWN
$56.00
Leather Hat with white Old Man Logo. 
Fold it up and carry it in a pannier.  
Size S(55cm) – 2XL(63cm)

BUCKET HAT $10.00 
Black Bucket hat with white piping and 
Old Man Logo. Size S (56cm), M(58cm) 
L(60cm) 

NECK WRAPS- Black $16.00.  
With Old Man Logo
At front. One Size. 

Windscreen Sticker $2.00
Old Man Logo sticker for attaching to 
the inside or outside of Windscreen. 
Transparent Background 100mm

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSPRING gear shop
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PATCH ROUND - Leather Look Embroi-
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Medium. 100mm  $10.00
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Light weight washable cotton helmet liner 
with Old Man Logo on each ear. One Size

New Design Fridge Magnet $2.00
70mm x 70mm
White background with Old Man 
Logo and National Phone Number
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RIDE ON #1 BADGE  $2.00
Stephen Dearnley Memorial Lapel .
All proceeds from sales go to UCARF.
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$56.00
Leather Hat with white Old Man Logo. 
Fold it up and carry it in a pannier.  
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Black Bucket hat with white piping and 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSPRING gear shop
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bonus gift with purchases over $40

STICKER - MC AWARE   $3.50
Motorcycle Aware Driver.

PATCH ROUND CANVAS - Black   $20.00
Back Patch Round. 25cm.

PATCH REFLECTIVE   $20.00
Back Patch. Round Reflective. 25cm.

STICKER REFLECTIVE  
Old Man Logo Sticker Round Reflective
Small 70mm $2.00
Large 190mm $12.00
290mm $13.00
390mm $15.00

PLATE FRAME ACRYLIC  $5.00
Acrylic Plate Cover with clips. (As per 
NSW, ACT, SA, QLD, TAS, RTA plate 
measurements). Please specify state size 
when ordering

PLATE FRAME BLACK- BOTTOM DISPLAY 
$10.00
Number Plate Frame-Plastic/Black. 
The ‘Grow Old Disgracefully’ banner 
is displayed at the bottom (As per 
NSW, ACT, QLD, TAS. RTA plate 
measurements). 185mm wide x 100mm 
high (Reg size as per NSW,ACT,QLD,TAS. 
RTA plate measurements). 185mm wide x 
100mm high.

PLATE FRAME TRAILER / CAR  $10.00
Number Plate Frame - Car & Car Trailer - 
Black Plastic. The ‘Grow Old Disgracefully’ 
banner is displayed at the top. 375mm 
wide x 135mm high.

PLATE FRAME - CHROME LONG  $10.00
Number Plate Frame - Chrome Plas¬tic - 
South Australia- The ‘Grow Old Disgrace-
fully’ banner is displayed at the bottom. 
220mm wide x 100mm high.

FLAGS - Designed for decoration only
Mini aerial flag. 280mm x 215mm  
$5.00
Small flag. 720mm x 390mm 
 $13.00
Large flag. 
1800mm x 900mm  
$50.00

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.au

TO ORDER
Use the form on the back of your Riding On mailing sheet or place your 
order on the club website at www.ulyssesclub.org
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UNISEX AND MEN’S CLOTHING (cm)

ITEM XS Sm M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL

Men’s Polo Black/Ash 53 55.5 58 60.5 63 68 73

Unisex Black Riding Shirt Long Sleeve 47 53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66 68.5

Unisex Black Tee Long & Short Sleeve 53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66 68.5

Sloppy Joe 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75

Reversible Vest 57 59.5 62 64.5 67 69.5 72

Singlet 53.5 56.5 58.5 61 63.5 66 68.5

Soft Shell Jacket MENS 56 58.5 61 635 66 68.5 74.5

LADIES CLOTHING (cm)

ITEM 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26

Ladies Butterfly Polo 41 43.5 46 48.5 51 53.5 56 58.5 61

Ladies Butterfly Tee 39 41 43.5 45 47 51.5 54 56

Ladies Black/White Polo 46 47 50 52.5 56 57.5 60 64.5 69.5 74.5

Ladies Black/Pink Polo 45 47.5 50 52.5 55 57.5 60 64.5

Ladies Magenta Sleeveless Polo 44 46.5 49 51.5 54 57 60

Soft Shell Jacket LADIES 8-10 
48cm

12-4 
52cm

16-18 
59cm

20-22 
64cm

24-26 
66cm

SIZING CHART BASED ON HALF CHEST MEASUREMENT (cm)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call the Administration Office 1300 134 123
or email: administration@ulysses.org.auSPRING gear shop
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Ridden On

Angus  
(Bullymak) 
Mackintosh.  
#4769. 
7/09/1932 – 
20/02/2017.
With heavy heart 
this is being written 
– Angus succumbed 
to the late effects of 
polio Feb 20th. Tho 
he fought valiantly, 
the disease was too 
strong even for his 
determined self. 

 
Angus joined the Ulyss-

es Club in 1992. His first bike, a Gold Flash,  started a 
passion which spanned many decades.  You can tell a lot 
about a man by how he rides – Angus rode from reflex, 
not concentration. This likely saved him from many a 
duncing...including when he was riding the said Gold Flash 
at 100 MPH, with his brother on the back. No helmets in 
those days...he hit the gravel on the side of the road and 
managed to hold the bike upright and bring it to a halt 
with both them still ready to continue the ride! 

During the course of his love affair with bikes he  owned 
and rode  many different  rides, but the Gold Flash was 
always his soft spot.  His final bike was a BMW r60. This  
was his final bike  due to the progression of the post 
polio... he still managed, tho, to ride it the over 400klms 
each way to the Geelong  Rally,  with us both sleeping 
in his  tent -  and both  riding on a trike for the parade 
courtesy of a member he met at the camp. This was when 
he was in his 70s! He took a scooter for a test run there 
and was totally enamoured.  However, after his BMW 
dunced him in the sand on the edge of the dirt road we 
live on; we came to the understanding that day  he was 
becoming too frail to seriously ride for longer. The BMW 
has been sold to a local, after sitting in the shed for about 
8 years, and it is glorious to see it being ridden, again 
with the pride it deserves.  About 6 years ago he swopped 
his trusty postie bike in for a 4wheel gopher for around 
the property...the throttle knob was always turned to full 
throttle...aye, “growing old disgracefully” was his motto!

Angus was a loyal and proud man, whose thirst for knowl-
edge was humbling. He built his own computers ..includ-
ing the one  he was still using in February. He loved all 
types of music (played the cornet)  and devoured sic fi 
books – often the call “Earth to Angus” would have to be 
said to rouse him from the thick tome he would be en-
grossed in. He was a patient man, but a man who would 
not suffer fools. He played pool and snooker with prowess 
that earned him many a championship, and his name on 
the honour roll at his local club not once, but four times. 

He was a devoted animal lover, and was on the forming 
committee of the Victorian Bull Terrier Club way back in 

the late 70s. The many trophies and ribbons he collected 
speak for his prowess in breeding and showing. 

He  loved the property he purchased here at Gonn Cross-
ing, on the Murray River’s banks, 36 years ago, and it was 
here he was true to his word, and “died with dignity”, with 
myself and our animals at his side.  

Angus had collected each edition of the “Riding On” mag-
azine since he joined, and I positioned photos of him on 
the covers of these, and they were taken on his Memorial 
Day by those interested in bikes/engines (instead of the 
usual flyer type notice that is given out). They were well 
received and given with pride.

Cheers Bullymak 
Submitted by Adrienne Mackintosh

Naomi (Nomes) Patricia Grimes 
#40654  4/05/1965 – 2016 
When Nomes passed away last year, she was far too 
young and far too nice, and will be missed by us all. To 
use an analogy, Nomes was the “cream on top” for South 
Gippsland Branch. 

She was a founding member and the club secretary for 
10 years, which in itself is a wonderful achievement, but 
it was the special way that she did things that will keep 
her in our memories. She had a bubbly wit, a party would 
become a dress-up affair, meetings would include cake. 
Then there was The Play, written and choreographed by 
Nomes, to add a little fun and embarrassment to our lives. 
Her caring nature also showed in her employment as a 
personal carer and she was known for always taking extra 
time with residents, even when told to hurry up.

With her life partner Warren (Woz), Nomes had a passion 
for Harleys and they were also involved with HOG.  Nomes 
started out on the back of Woz’s bike, before getting her 
Ls and a Yamaha Virago 250. Her next bike was an 883 
Sportster, which started her love for Harleys. Later a 1200 
Sporty was parked beside the 883, allowing her to enjoy 
the extra grunt of the bigger bike. Nomes always said 
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she was slow on corners, but was never far behind when 
the pace picked up. From their home town, Leongatha 
in South Gippsland, they adventured to every State and 
Territory, Cairns in the North to Margaret River in the 
West. The photo shows them both celebrating their ride to 
Uluru.

Rallies were also enjoyed, providing ride opportunities and 
time to share stories with fellow riders. Our rally, `The 
Groggy Wombat Rally’, benefited from her hard work and 
“fun” personality. She was much missed at our 2017 Rally. 

Nomes has left us with many fond memories. She is 
missed and our thoughts remain with Woz and other loved 
ones, as they move forward in life without her. 

Farewell Nomes.

Marty Shaw #65958 
President South Gippsland Branch Victoria  

Adam Kirby #65316
22/03/69 – 11/02/17
(Submitted by his partner 
Nikela)

It has a taken a few months to 
gather myself in order to write 
something to acknowledge the 
passing of my soul mate Adam. 
Not much is known as to the 
cause of the bike accident that 
claimed his life, but mercifully 
he died instantly whilst do-
ing something that he loved. 

Anyone who knew Adam knows 
that he was larger than life. Far from perfect, Adam was 
generous, huge-hearted and amusing. We met in 2016 
and for both of us it was the beginning of something true 
and lasting – we shared a passion for old cars, gardening, 
the bush, each other and community.

To lose Adam so soon after finding him is a really hard 
thing to fathom. He is survived by his two sons, Jarrah 
and Sage. Despite being separated by distance (and the 
fallout of divorce) he loved them both hugely. Jarrah 
seems to have picked up his father’s mechanical aptitude, 
whilst Sage is a born performer with great musical prom-
ise. We spent a great few days with the boys last Decem-
ber – a time that I hope they truly treasure. 

Adz, or Yowie as I liked to call him, was passionate about 
anything mechanical. He was completely smitten with his 
motorbike, and spent many a weekend blowing out the 
cobwebs riding between Baradine and a good pub steak 
(and a schooner of Old).

He had been working in Baradine for 5 years for Forestry 

Commission and he wrestled with the loneliness of such a 
remote location. The Ulysses Club gave Adam a connec-
tion to other members in the area, and he enjoyed the 
social side of the outings as much as the riding.

We were in the early stages of planning a bike friend-
ly accommodation / bike workshop in Baradine to give 
riders the chance to rest, relax and repair. Sadly without 
his mechanical prowess I can’t fulfil that vision, but any 
riders who find themselves out this way are very welcome 
to drop in / seek shelter. Facilities are basic, but there is 
room for you and your bike.  

Plans are underway for a community garden in memory of 
Adam – I have managed to secure ¼ acre in central Ba-
radine (alongside the old newsagency) and will endeavour 
to continue to create, grow, and live a life to honour him. 

 0415 450 396 or tallbroads@yahoo.com

Phillip `Crazee’ 
Jenkins   #17654
26/1/1954 - 
30/7/2017
Most people only knew 
him as Crazee, a wild 
looking man with dread-
locks in his beard and 
hair protruding in all 
directions as though he 
was standing on a live 
wire. 

He was a person who was strong in his beliefs and put his 
heart and soul into everything he did. One of the founding 
members of our Fleuraieu Branch, he was always commit-
ted to the well being of all members. 

Crazee was our first rides captain and progressed onto 
Fleurieu Branch President. When Crazee led  a ride, you 
knew you were going to see roads and places you hadn’t 
seen before.  He was a deeply committed bike rider and a 
fabulous branch member. 

Crazee  welcomed new members into our Branch and 
they never forgot their first encounter with him. He would 
introduce them to other members and make sure they felt 
comfortable and integrated within the branch.

He will be deeply missed by the entire biking community 
as he had a lifetime involvement with bikes and clubs. 
Our thoughts go out to Pam and the family on their great 
loss. When we hear a Harley or a big laugh we will always 
remember Crazee.

Rob ‘Hobbit’ Ryan  #30738 Fleurieu Branch
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Ken Johnston #13667 
19/11/1957 – 16/7/2017      
Ken lost his battle with a brain tumour on 16 July. He will be 
sadly missed by his wife Ellie, daughters Anita and Candice, 
Mum and Dad, his brothers and all his friends.

He was one of those guys that did things in the background, 
but whatever 
he did he did 
well. In his early 
days, he repre-
sented Group 10 
in rugby league 
and represented 
Western Division 
in cricket. 

Motorcycles 
were a lifelong 
passion, starting 
with a Honda 500/4 as soon as he could get a license, then 
progressing through to his beloved BMWs, the last being a 
GT1200. There were many trips to the races at Bathurst, Am-
aroo Park and Phillip Island. Some said the only reason he got 
his pilot’s license was so that he could fly to Phillip Island.

A favourite hangout was the local drive-in, we would don the 
great coats and sit out the front of the cafeteria, with a couple 
of beers and a bottle of green ginger. Unbeknown to us, he was 
getting in cheap because he would slip the gate attendant a bit 
of green ginger on the side.

On one occasion, he turned up with an Egli frame and parts 
of a motor. Many hours were spent building the bike, chasing 
parts and even making some as well (for an electrician he 
didn’t do too bad). After a couple of years, he was the proud 
owner of an Egli Vincent Rapide. This only whetted his appe-
tite and soon followed the restoration of an original Vincent 
Rapide. He spent many days with the Vincent Owners Club, 
doing club runs and did two VOC World’s Rallies, the first in 
America where he rode the Vinnie across America, the second 
in Europe.

Ken had a bit of a dabble at doing track-days, firstly with a 
Honda RVF 400 then progressing to a Suzuki GSXR 600. He 
always returned to the pits with a big grin on his face and 
asking how he went, whilst not being the fastest he wasn’t the 
slowest. 

It was a very sad occasion when he had to sell the Vinnies to 
help fund his retirement to Laurieton on the mid NSW North 
Coast, which was cut short by this hideous disease. He put up 
a good fight but it was not meant to be.

Ken will always be remembered for his welcoming manner, no 
one ever went hungry or thirsty when they went to his house.

So long Brother.

Phillip Johnston #9569

Albert William (BILL) Poole #526  
7/06/1934- 15/07/2017 
Submitted by his son Phil  

Before his death at the age of 83, Dad attended at 
least three Ulysses Club AGMs that I remember and 
he still mentioned them, Coffs Harbour, Broken Hill 
and Melbourne.

Broken Hill was a particular favourite as it was a 
two-day ride on his BMW with a few others from the 
Newcastle area, and an opportunity to visit a town 
where we have had family over the years.

Dad always rode a motorcycle and when the Ulysses 
Club started Mum and I signed him up, his member-
ship number was 526.  He was also a member of the 
Australian Order Of Old Bastards

He recently downsized from his much loved BMW 
K100RT to a 250 scooter.

Dad always wore an open face helmet and he loved 
the full screen on his BMW  because he could smoke 
his pipe or a ciggie, while riding.

Mum said that she could, while riding “Bells Line of 
Road at 60 MPH’, roll a ciggie, light it and pass it to 
Dad on the go. 

His pipe went 
out for the 
last time on 
Saturday 15 
July when he 
suffered a 
heart attack 
at Wyong 
hospital. 

As I was 
writing this 
obituary, my 
son reminded 
me that he 
would be old 
enough to 
join the Ul-
ysses Club in 
seven years.  
I’m sure Dad 
would like 
that.

Phil Poole
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Bob Tate, #1028
28 March 1933 to 21 
March 2017
Bob joined the Ulysses Club 
in 1987 and was recently 
awarded his 30 year mem-
bership badge, a milestone 
that was of great significance 
to him.   

He was very involved with 
Melbourne Branch for most 
of those years, having first 

joined the committee in 1991 as Vice President, and from 
1992-1994 he served as Branch President.  Melbourne 
Branch was virtually “Victoria” back in those days and the 
branch hosted the Shepparton AGM in 1993.

In 2016 the National Committee awarded the Telemachus 
Medal to Bob for his outstanding service to the Melbourne 
Branch.   

Not only was Bob a committed committee member, he was 
also an active ride participant. His contribution to our ride 
calendar was significant over the years, in particular his 
willingness to lead our Branch’s first ride of the New Year 
for many years, even when he was into his 80s.  Bob often 
opened his home in Alexandra and hosted lunch after some 
“Father’s Day” rides back in the early 90s.   It was only late 
in 2015, after a minor incident, that Bob decided to hang 
up his riding boots.

For many years after retiring from the committee, Bob 
continued to make a significant contribution to the branch 
and chaired many of our annual general meetings and the 
election of office bearers. His knowledge of procedure at 
these meetings was invaluable. He often provided wise 
counsel over the years to both committees and members in 
general and I can personally recall how welcome he made 
new members feel.

Bob provided support to the late Henry Zlabek (Melbourne 
Branch’s first president) after Henry moved to Wodonga 
and accompanied Henry to several branch presidents’ rides, 
brought him to several Branch Christmas functions and was 
supportive to Henry during Henry’s final illness.

Beyond the Ulysses Club, Bob was very involved in his local 
community as a country vet, a very active Rotarian and 
active naturalist and bird watcher.   Bob knew the end was 
coming due to illness and was very active in organising his 
own funeral, this says a lot about him.   He is survived by 
his wife Ann, sons David and Peter and their families.   Put 
simply he was a great bloke, a great example of what being 
a Ulysses member is all about and he will be missed.

Bob – it was an honour to have known you for the past 25 
years.  Your guidance was both valuable and appreciated 
by me and many others.

May you now Rest in Peace.      
John Cook #5048 on behalf of Melbourne Branch 
and many others. 

Keith Thompson #22591 
12/05/1935 - 2017

My father Keith Thompson passed away last night 
in Liverpool hospital. He was a proud member of 
the Ulysses Club. Even though he has been unable 
to ride for quite a while he kept his bike and loved 
tinkering and starting it every now and then to turn 
the motor over.....
 
Warren James ‘Wazza’ Hirsch #64843 
31/05/1945 - 22/05/2017 
It is with a heavy heart I advise all Ulyssians about the 
loss of a Lockyer Branch member  Warren James 'Wazza' 
Hirsch; born on 31 May 1945 who recently passed away 
in his sleep.

Wazza had been experiencing heart problems, and al-
though told to slow down, was not one to sit around and 
be idle. We know he recently built a new trailer to tow 
behind his bike and also completed and registered a re-
covery trailer to be used by the Lockyer Branch members 
after a Branch ride if required. 

Warren was escorted by a motorbike cortège comprising 
Bikers for Christ and Lockyer Branch members to the Mt 
Gravatt Cemetery and Crematorium on Fri 2 Jun 17.

We would like to express our condolences to Randall, his 
immediate and extended family during this difficult time 
in their lives. 

We have lost an inspirational father, grandfather, uncle 
and friend.

regards

John Webb UC# 55835 
Lockyer Branch Secretary
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Konrad (Howza) Walters #50507 
TM#55 1/5/45 – 13/3/17
Konrad was born in a small town called Possneck, in 
East Germany on 1/5/1945, and rode on after a very 
long, hard fought battle with cancer on 13/3/2017. 

Shortly before the end of WWII, when Konrad was just 
three years of age, his family tried three times to enter 
France before they were finally accepted. He remained 
in France for 10 years before his family moved back 
to Germany due to home sickness.  When Konrad 
was 15 years of age the family decided to take the 
six week journey to Australia on the ocean liner ‘Catel 
Felice’. They were first housed in the migrant centre at 
Bonegilla near Albury Wodonga. They then moved into 
Queensland to the Wacol Migrant Centre. 

In April 1969, Konrad met his life-long partner Chris-
tine, and a few weeks later in May they were engaged.  

Konrad wasn’t afraid of tackling anything, and always 
did a wonderful job fixing stereo systems, cars and 
even stained glass windows. Always wanting to help 
others with technology problems, he volunteered for 
Amnesty International for 10 years helping with their 
computer systems.  He also worked for the PMG (Post 
Master General – now Australia Post) for 25 years as a 
telecommunications technician.

Konrad learnt to ride on his father’s motorbike as a 
youngster and riding was always therapeutic for him. 
He joined the Ulysses Club about 10 years ago and 
served on a Branch committee for eight years.  He was 
the webmaster for the Lockyer Branch from 2008 to 
March 2012. He then took a huge interest in starting 
a new branch “Ipswich, riders who resided in Ipswich 
and would show the colours of his city.  In June 2012 
Konrad created a webpage called the Proposed Ulysses 
Branch (P.U.B) which went a very long way to adver-
tising the Ulysses Club in the region. He then contin-
ued to support the Ipswich Branch by becoming the 
inaugural webmaster in October 2012, maintaining a 
wonderfully vibrant page until ill health forced him to 
take a backward step.  Konrad still remained in the role 
until the day he rode on.  

Konrad was an exceptionally skilled and masterful rider.  
The Ipswich Branch will honour Konrad each year by 
having a memorial ride on his favourite ride which was 
down the Lions Road to Kyogle, returning to Ipswich 
via Summerland Way.  Ipswich Branch members looked 
up to him and his words and input were revered and 
respected.   He was inspirational and kept us on track 
and grounded, a man with a wealth of knowledge who 
normally had to be asked before he gave his opin-
ion.  Konrad was a very tall man whose nickname was 
ordained on him because of the question ‘how’za air 
up there?’.  

Kon lived the ethos of the Ulysses Club and was per-
sonally presented the Telemachus Medal in 2013 by 
President Helena Gritton in recognition of his work at 

both the Ipswich and 
Lockyer Branches.

Konrad was fare-
welled on his last 
ride with around 70 
motorcycles following 
the hearse from our 
host information ven-
ue to the chapel. 

Kon was a mentor, 
a teacher, a com-
panion, a dedicated 
family man and a 
wonderful mate 
who will be missed more than his humble self would ever 
believe.   He is survived by his wife Christine who was the 
Ipswich Branch Welfare Officer for three years, and is also 
survived by his children Aileen, Katrina and David. 

RIP Howzer 
Adrian Pamenter #38905 TM327

 
Bob ‘Rocky’ 
Keevers #3392 
21/09/1943 – 2017 
It is with a heavy heart I 
advise fellow Ulysses mem-
bers about the loss of Bob 
'Rocky' Keevers, born on 21 
Sep 1943 who passed away 
recently at age 74.

Bob joined the Ulysses Club 
on 6 May 1991 and was a 

founding member of the Lockyer Branch, actively involved 
whilst still a Riding group. In his early days he rode 
BMW's, then moved onto cruisers and finally his health 
required he move to  a CanAm Spyder.

Rocky was a family man, a man of the church, was initially 
employed on the railway in northern NSW before mov-
ing to Queensland Rail as a train driver before retiring in 
2008.

Bob had sleep apnea and it has emerged that Bob attend-
ed an AGM and did not get much sleep because the early 
versions of these machines were quite large and cumber-
some, so not packed. 

So the story goes that as he and his mates were returning 
home, Max Endacott noticed a very sleep deprived Rocky 
riding erratically, realised what was happening or could 
happen, so very quickly caught Rocky and started hitting 
him on the helmet to wake him up. Goodness knows what 
the end result might have been.

John Webb UC# 55835 
Lockyer Branch Secretary
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James Yates 
13/01/1931 – 01/07/2017.
Sunshine Coast Branch regrets to inform you of the 
death of James Yates, member # 6163.  Below is a 
tribute penned by his son Shane, who is also a Ulysses 
Club member.  It is not a long tribute, but it is from 
the heart.

Mike Thomsen #61622 
Sunshine Coast  
Branch webmaster  
 
James Yates # 6163
My father owned and rode 17 different motorcycles 
since 1957, and always enjoyed the free and adven-
turist spirit of riding with the wind. His final ride was 
upon his trusty gold Canam Spyder at the wrinkly age 
of 86 years.

He embraced the fellowship of the Ulysses Club and 
greeted everyone with an endearing smile.  He spent 
some years as the Gold Coast welfare officer before 
moving north to become a member of the Sunshine 
Coast Ulysses.

James attended 11 years of breast cancer rides, 19 
toy runs and rode his motorcycle to no less than 20 
annual general 
meetings of 
the Ulysses 
Club. Sadly 
for his family 
and Ulyssian  
family, he 
passed away 
from lung 
and heart 
complica-
tions on 
Saturday 1st 
July 2017  I 
know he will 
be missed 
by many, I 
thank you all 
for the love 
and friend-
ship that you gave to my father.

Shane Yates #16952

Ridden On

Ronald Blomley #1543
Dearnley Medalist #13
18/9/1932 – 21/8/2017

I lost my dearest, loved, flatmate and riding buddy. His 
death is a huge loss for the Club and the people who 
loved and were inspired by him, of which there were 
many.  Ron passed away peacefully at home.   

He was always there to give a hand to anyone in need and 
never expected anything in return. A truly great man with 
a heart of gold, if not a little (a lot to be truthful) cheeky 
in the process.

The common theme amongst the memories of many, is 
of their first contact with the Ulysses Club which included 
meeting Ron. He was eager to welcome everyone, could 
always produce a membership form from his pocket if they 
showed a hint of interest, and provided guidance to those 
new and returning to motorcycling.  

It was not uncommon to receive a call from Ron “I been 
thinking and may have an idea for you.”  A man of few 
words but when he spoke it was precise, to the point and 
often with a great sense of humour.

He inspired us all with his determination, tenacity and 
inventiveness to continue riding and all things in life well 
into his 80’s.

The day before he died, he rode in excess of 300kms 
doing a recce for the ride he was to lead the following 
week.  A commit-
ted Ulyssian to 
the very end.

Ron was a huge 
part of both 
the Melbourne 
Branch and the 
Club nationally, 
his presence will 
be missed.  He 
leaves behind a 
legendary mass 
of memories and 
stories for us to 
cherish.

We will miss him 
greatly.

Holly Fields #54062

Melbourne Branch

Come and visit the new website 
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Come and visit the new website 

As the new welfare officer of the Gold Coast Branch, 
it is my sad task to acknowledge the recent passing of 
some of our Members.  While I only had the pleasure 
of knowing some of them personally I have been told 
many interesting tales of all their endeavours by our 
members, of their contributions, participation and seri-
ous desire to live up to our club Motto. 

As always, when we have to say our good-byes to our 
dear friends their passing leaves an empty space in our 
hearts. 

Sandra Spriggs #15204  
23/01/1952 – April 2015
As well as a hard worker on our Social Task Group San-
dra was an active supporter of our club, even partici-
pating right up to her last hospitalisation, she attended 
our branch events. She was friends to Ulyssians across 
many branches and attended numerous AGMs.

Michelle Shelly Mills #61285  
28/01/1956 -31/07/2016 
Shelly embraced the philosophy of our club from the 
start.  A hard working committee member, always 
remaining bright and cheery, she was the Branch Editor 
up to the time of her death. 

Mel Mason #3976 
26/09/1933 – 9/06/2016.
Mel was a founding member of the Gold Coast Branch 
and served for several years on committee as Ride 
Co-ordinator. With his wife Annie they opened their 
home to numerous club events. Mel tragically died 
while on his much loved Thursday Branch Ride. A great 
mate to many. 

Noel (The Professor) Scott #6159 
3/04/1946 – December 2016
Noel was not only an Ulyssian of note but a much 
decorated member of the State Emergency Service. 
He was an active Rise Captain in our Branch for many 
years and attended numerous AGMs including Albany 
and Alice Springs. He was tragically lost in a freak ac-
cident that no amount of skill or experience could have 
prevented.

George Power #4629 
20/02/1940 - 13/12/2016
George was a founding member of our Branch. He 
served on committee for many years, including the 
2001 AGM Committee, held here on the Coast. George 
was known to Ulyssians Australian wide as he camped 
at just about all of the AGMs. He was much loved for 
his sense of humour, his smile and his ability to travel 
on the smell of an oily rag! 

Barry (Bandit) Cooper #12146 
6/05/1942 – April 2017.
Barry was an accomplished motorcyclist including 
racing in his repertoire. He was also stand-up comedian 
which stood out on our many travels. He owned a vari-
ety of bikes including his Suzuki Bandit which became 
his nick name. His last “ride” was his mobility scooter.

Peter Zimmerman #325 
20/08/1939 – 10/03/2017
Peter was a long-time member of the Club, participat-
ing in Branch rides and many AGMs including Tasmania 
in 1996. Due to his ill health he was unable to be an 
active member in recent times.

Vale our dear friends, you will always ride with us in 
our hearts.

Leone Micallef #1345 
Gold Coast Branch.

Ridden On

Correction 
In our last issue, an obituary in memory 
of Gideon Schuman #6983 was incorrectly 
attributed to Graham Felton #32435.

After I began seeking information about 
Gideon, there were numerous e-mails 
received about him.

Several carried exactly the same subject 
line of Gideon Schuman, which set us up 
for confusion.

In fact, Gideon’s obituary was written by 
Jon Uidam #37212.

We apologise sincerely for any hurt or 
embarrassment caused.

Gary Warner #65262 - Editor
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FOR SALE 
 
2008 HONDA Varadero XLV1000 ABS  
Location: Newcastle NSW Low KMS 
$8900 ONO 

Immaculate 2008 build, purchased 
new in 2010 as one of the last new 
Varaderos in Australia.  It is in as new 
condition with only 8,600 kms.  Suit 
fastidious buyer looking for a bike in 
as new condition. Serviced regularly at 
Honda Dealer (receipts included) and 
has brand new Bridgestone Battlax 
Adventure tyres with the little blips still 
on them. Rego expires 17 January 2018.

Features: Genuine Honda ABS, centre 
stand, top box and panniers.  Also 
heated handgrips (Oxford) and stainless 
exhausts (Staintune), original Honda 
mufflers are included.  

Contact me now to get this immaculate specimen in your garage.  

Ted Richards #381,  0408 864 365 edwardarichards@gmail.com

Members Classifieds

Located at Drouin, Victoria. Contact 
David, 0412664893

For Sale
Honda Goldwing GL 1800 Trike. 2010 Model 
Trike conversion by Australian Trikes  
67600 Klms. Reg 6/17 
Tow bar, RWC, Graphite Black  
$48,000.00 
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Info About Your Club

Training Rebates
Ulysses Club Inc. offers rebates for Rider Training and 
First Aid Courses that are completed with a Registered 
Training Organisation. (Conditions apply).

1. Both rebates can be claimed only once within the 
three year membership period, to financial members 
only (not to those in the “grace period”).

2. Rebates are up to 50% of the amount paid for the 
course, up to a maximum of $80 for Rider Training and 
$60 for First Aid course. If the 50% rebate is less than 
$80 or $60, the difference remains a credit until the 
member’s next renewal date, when it is reset at $80 or 
$60. Credits do not accumulate.

3. The Rider Training Rebates are only available to 
licenced riders attending a road safety and/or skills 
based advanced training course. They are not available 
for training required to obtain a motorcycle licence.

4. The First Aid rebates are available on completion 
of a Senior First Aid certificate or Motorcycle First 
Responder endorsement. 

5. The rebates are only available to members who successfully 
complete the course, not just for the booking. We are requiring 
a copy of the certificate of completion issued by the training 
provider, plus evidence of payment by the member (receipt).

6. In the case of block bookings (by groups or Branches), we 
are requiring individual copies of completion certificates or 
a formal listing on Company letterhead with confirmation of 
completion. We will pay each member directly.

7. All courses must be paid for by the member to be able to 
claim the rebate. (If a branch subsidises the course the member 
cannot claim the rebate. A Branch and the Club is one and the 
same therefore voiding the member from claiming twice).

8. These policies will be reviewed in the light of member 
response and the financial health of the club.

Rebate claim forms are available on the National website 
under ‘Documents’ once logged in.

Rebates will only be issued if the criterion is met. It is the 
members’ responsibility to provide all information required 
to the Administration Office. At time of booking your course, 
please advise your training organisation that you require a 
certificate or letter of completion in order to claim your rebate 
from Ulysses Club Inc.

Age and Membership Badges
60 Age / 10, 15 Year Length of Membership Badges

These badges are available from Club Administration for $5.50 
each by phoning 1300 134 123 or
email: administration@ulysses.org.au

Members can purchase these badges upon attaining the 
appropriate status and subject to confirmation of records held.

70 & 80 Age / 20, 25 & 30 Year Length of Membership Badges

These badges are complimentary upon individual application 
and subject to confirmation of records held.

Club Constitution  
Download a copy of the Club’s Constitution from the footer 
of the National Website www.ulyssesclub.org.  or contact the 
National Administration Office.

The Three Principles of the Ulysses Club Inc are:- 

a)      To provide ways in which older motorcyclists can get together for companionship and mutual support;

b)     To show by example that motor cycling can be an enjoyable and practical activity for riders of all ages;

c)      To draw the attention of public and private institutions to the needs and views of older riders.
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Club Contact Listing

Please call your local Branch contact for details on local rides, meetings and events or 
visit www.ulyssesclub.org

ACT BRANCHES
CANBERRA BRANCH Canberra IAN PATERSON 0427 29 1728

NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCHES

BATHURST BRANCH Bathurst GRAHAM REA  0427 58 9983
BLUE MOUNTAINS BRANCH Katoomba BOB VAN BUSKIRK 0474 07 7823
BORDER RANGES BRANCH Lismore, Ballina, Casino, Byron Bay LES TARRAN 0402 27 9260
BROKEN HILL BRANCH Broken Hill DEAN SCHMIDT 0428 35 7378
CENTRAL COAST RIDERS 
BRANCH

Gosford, Wyong TONY SINCLAIR 0408 68 5722

CLARENCE VALLEY BRANCH Grafton REG HAMPSON 0408 43 1542
COBB HIGHWAY BRANCH, 
DENILIQUIN 

Deniliquin PETER NANKIVELL 0484 117 304

COFFS COAST BRANCH Coffs Harbour MIKE MELLEFONT 0408 39 5053
COOTAMUNDRA BRANCH Cootamundra BILL TEALE 02 6942 3134 
COTTON COUNTRY CRUISERS, 
MOREE BRANCH

Moree ROS ROSE 02 6752 1479

COWRA BRANCH Cowra BRIAN NAIRNE 0407 45 3829
DUBBO & WESTERN PLAINS 
BRANCH

Dubbo Area JENNIFER 
HUMPHRIES

0417 45 3604

EASTERN CREEK BRANCH Parramatta -Western Suburbs - Sydney KEVIN WATERSTON 0415 52 7196
EUROBODALLA BRANCH Batemans Bay JIM CHAPLAIN 0410 64 6250
FORSTER BRANCH Forster, Tuncurry PAUL ANLEZARK 0418 61 2226 
GLEN INNES BRANCH Glen Innes GEOFF BOURNE 0427 49 6752
GLOUCESTER BRANCH Gloucester IAN PARKS 0414 58 2019
GOULBURN NSW BRANCH Goulburn JOHN ZYLA 02 4821 8224
GRENFELL BRANCH Grenfell DEBBIE STEVENS 0429 43 1434
GUNNEDAH BRANCH Gunnedah WARREN COOMBES 0431 72 8591 
HAWKESBURY BRANCH Hawkesbury River PETER SMITH 02 4588 5339
HILLS BRANCH Castle Hill, North West Sydney SANDRA MITCHELL 0407 21 1956
HORNSBY DISTRICT BRANCH Hornsby DEAN FINCH 0425 21 4866
HUNTER COALFIELDS BRANCH Cessnock, Kurri Kurri BILL INGALL 0427 90 2814
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INVERELL SAPPHIRE CITY 
BRANCH

Inverell PHIL KIMBER 0419 95 6270

LAKE MACQUARIE BRANCH Lake Macquarie TONY O’NEILL 0475 06 8882
LITHGOW & DISTRICT BRANCH Lithgow Area DARRYLL COOPER 0428 14 0555
MACARTHUR BRANCH Campbelltown, Camden SHANE BAILEY 0404 08 0933
MACLEAY VALLEY BRANCH                                                                    Kempsey STEWART JOHNSTON 02 6561 5198
MANNING VALLEY BRANCH Taree LESSLEY THORNTON 0408 46 9141
MIA BRANCH Leeton, Griffith PHIL GRAY 0407 22 3053
MUDGEE BRANCH Mudgee ROBERT O'SULLIVAN 0407 10 6807
MYALL LAKES BRANCH Tea Gardens, Hawks Nest TONY MITCHELL 0417 47 4528
NAMBUCCA VALLEY BRANCH Nambucca Heads TODD VERCOE 0438 22 5390
NEPEAN BRANCH Penrith DENNIS KING 0421 28 7572
NEW ENGLAND BUSHRANGERS 
BRANCH

Armidale ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICE

1300 134 123

NEWCASTLE LOWER HUNTER 
BRANCH

Newcastle, Maitland DEBRA RELF 0419 35 3755

NORTHERN BEACHES BRANCH North Sydney metro Beaches ALAN BATEMAN 0417 68 5246
NORTHERN RIVERS BRANCH Lismore, Casino, Ballina, Byron Bay ELIZABETH AMOS 0412 52 3499
ORANGE BRANCH Orange LESTER DAVIS 0418 68 8240
PORT MACQUARIE MID NORTH 
COAST BRANCH

Port Macquarie, Camden Haven, 
Wachope

PHIL HEDLEY 0488 73 3520

PORT STEPHENS BRANCH Port Stephens ANNE CROWLEY 0417 68 8569
SAPPHIRE COAST BRANCH Eden, Merimbula, Bega  Area BRUCE BEARMAN 0417 45 6756
SNOWY MOUNTAINS BRANCH Cooma ROWAN BOUCHER 0404 97 6021
SOUTH COAST BRANCH Nowra MIKE LEONARD 0421 04 4134
ST. GEORGE SUTHERLAND 
BRANCH

St George - Sutherland Sydney 
Southern suburbs

ROB TUNNICLIFF 0418 55 9034

SYDNEY BRANCH Sydney DAVID WILLIAMS 0409 74 3058
TAMWORTH & DISTRICTS 
BRANCH

Tamworth MARK PAYNTER 0418 21 6673

TWEED BORDER BRANCH Tweed Heads LINDA NICASTRI 0417 25 9177 
UPPER HUNTER BRANCH Muswellbrook, Singleton BILL TINDALE 0488 47 1978
WAGGA WAGGA BRANCH Wagga Wagga MARY SMITH 0413 58 6196
WOLLONDILLY WANDERERS 
BRANCH

Menangle , Mittagong, Bowral DAVID LOWE 0438 78 6093

WOY WOY PENINSULA BRANCH                                                             Woy Woy - Southern Central Coast GARRY FUCHS 0439 02 7566

NORTHERN TERRITORY 
BRANCHES
CENTRAL DESERTS BRANCH Alice Springs JEFF COLE 0438 51 4397

QUEENSLAND BRANCHES
ALBERT VALLEY BRANCH Beenleigh NOEL CARNEY 0412 35 6229
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BLACKALL RANGE 
NAMBOUR BRANCH

Nambour ROD CLIFFORD 0419 76 0089

BOWEN BRANCH Bowen NOEL SLEEMAN 0400 79 1009
BRISBANE BRANCH Brisbane SUSANNE 

KENYON-WESTON
07 3118 5318

BUNDABERG BRANCH Bundaberg NEIL COOK 0409 60 7511
BURNETT BRANCH Kingaroy, Nanango COLIN PARKER 0418 71 7626
CAIRNS BRANCH Cairns MALCOLM MCKASKILL 0438 78 5276
CAPRICORNIA BRANCH Rockhampton STEPHEN SAGNOL 07 4933 3142
DARLING DOWNS BRANCH Toowoomba LINDA CAREY 0434 52 6227
FRASER COAST BRANCH Hervey Bay, Maryborough SUSAN GREGORY 0412 31 7991
GATTON BRANCH Gatton RICKIE MASKIE 0420 96 7022
GLADSTONE BRANCH Gladstone, Biloela JOHN WATSON 0408 69 4676
GLASSHOUSE MOUNTAINS 
BRANCH

Caboolture DENISE STANAWAY 0407 07 3919

GOLD COAST BRANCH Gold Coast ANDREW CARTER 0432 66 0597
GYMPIE BRANCH Gympie WAYNE WESSLING 0418 83 8820
IPSWICH BRANCH Ipswich AMANDA PAMENTER 0413 42 0970
LOCKYER BRANCH Ipswich, Lockyer Valley EDWARD WEBB 0427 34 2797
LOGAN CITY BRANCH Logan IAN KIRKWOOD 0400 14 3063
MACKAY BRANCH Mackay GREG POWER 0437 11 6439
MOUNT ISA BRANCH Mt Isa ADMININSTRATION 

OFFICE
1300 134 123

MOUNT LINDESAY BRANCH Mount Lindesay DEBBIE BATTLE 0422 09 1280
NORTHERN GATEWAY BRANCH Brisbane Northern Suburbs JOHN MOORCROFT 0435 45 0683
REDCLIFFE BRANCH Redcliffe - Brisbane Northern suburbs DARRYL WELLS 0421 38 0351
REDLANDS BRANCH Brisbane South East  suburbs TOM DOOLAN 0417 71 9891
SOMERSET REGION BRANCH Kilcoy, Esk KATHY ELLEM 0428 65 5554
STANTHORPE BRANCH Stanthorpe TBA  
SUNSHINE COAST BRANCH Maroochydore, Caloundra, Noosa PAUL GROSSMAN 0419 72 2091
TOWNSVILLE BRANCH Townsville FRANK MCGUIRK 0409 49 8177
TROPIC COAST TOURERS 
BRANCH

Innisfail DON FULLER 0428 88 1571

WARWICK & DISTRICT BRANCH Warwick ELAINE WENHAM 0407 93 7199

SOUTH AUSTRALIA BRANCHES

ADELAIDE BRANCH Adelaide KEN WAGNITZ 0417 35 3389
EYRE PENINSULA BRANCH Port Lincoln RAY BADDELEY 0439 35 8004
FLEURIEU BRANCH Fleurieu Peninsula BARBIE WATSON 0484 93 8130
LOWER MURRAY BRANCH                                         Murray Bridge DAVID PITT 0433 61 0972
MALLEE BRANCH Berri, Renmark (Riverland) SCOTT CROCKETT 0402 50 0037
TORRENS VALLEY BRANCH Adelaide - North East Suburbs LORRAINE ROBINSON 0402 90 4670
WHYALLA & DISTRICTS BRANCH Whyalla PERRY ZIMMERMAN 0419 13 4511

TASMANIA BRANCHES
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EAST COAST THYLACINES 
BRANCH

Bicheno, St Helens, St Marys BARRY NELSON 0439 72 2515

HOBART BRANCH Hobart BETTY PARSSEY 0407 50 1620
NORTH WEST COAST BRANCH Smithton, Ulverstone, Devenport ROBIN SMITH 0419 14 3688
TAMAR TOURERS BRANCH Launceston FIEONA PETROHILOS 0407 97 9289

VICTORIA BRANCHES
ALBURY - WODONGA BRANCH Albury-Wodonga BILL ALLOTT 0417 65 2974
ALPINE RIDERS BRANCH Bright, Harrietville - North East Victoria LEANNE EGAN 0427 50 1033
BAIRNSDALE DISTRICTS 
BRANCH

Bairnsdale LESLIE HAINES 0419 25 0860

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS BRANCH Ballarat SHARRYN NANKERVIS 0417 35 5326
CENTRAL MURRAY-SWAN HILL 
BRANCH

Swan Hill PETER HOLT 0428 54 9003

CENTRAL VICTORIA BRANCH Bendigo SUE JONES 0418 237 070
ECHUCA BRANCH Echuca PAUL BUTLER 0438 55 1450
GEELONG BRANCH Geelong JOHN GRACE 0427 42 9660
GIPPSLAND CENTRAL BRANCH Traralgon MARG VAN ROSSUM 0427 22 1973
GOULBURN VALLEY BRANCH Shepparton TREVOR FRANKLIN 0430 01 4400
GRAMPIANS BRANCH Ararat,  Horsham, Stawell JOHN HARKIN 0416 21 4631
GREEN TRIANGLE BRANCH Portland LINTON CRAM 0429 93 9420
MACEDON RANGES BRANCH Gisborne, Woodend MICHAEL BEVAN 0431 49 5673
MELBOURNE BRANCH Melbourne GREG REES 0416 10 9933
MILDURA BRANCH Mildura BRUCE WATSON 0409 99 7840
MORNINGTON WANDERERS 
BRANCH

Mornington, Somerville PHIL MATTHEWS 0412 53 2227 

OTWAY RANGERS BRANCH Colac, Otway TANYA WIGLEY 0408 77 4431
SALE & DISTRICT BRANCH Sale STEPHEN WALSH 0467 84 7060
SHEARWATERS BRANCH Cranbourne DEAN WATSON 0403 16 7474
SHIPWRECK COAST BRANCH Warrnambool JOHN COWAN 0458 02 8651 

SOUTHERN CROSS TOURERS 
BRANCH

Frankston ALAN LINDLEY 0411 65 5334

SOUTH GIPPSLAND BRANCH Leongatha, Korumburra MARTY SHAW 0409 92 1863
WESTGATE WANDERERS 
BRANCH

Melbourne - Western Suburbs GREG DOUGLAS 0419 33 6052

WHITTLESEA BRANCH Whittlesea RON LAURENCE 0428 53 7500
YARRA RANGES BRANCH Melbourne - Outer Eastern Suburbs DENISE GREENHALGH 0414 69 6041

WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCHES
ARMADALE HERITAGE BRANCH Armadale CHRISTINE TITKO 0418 92 9706
BROOME WEST KIMBERLEY 
BRANCH                                                          

Broome  JOHN KENNEDY 0412 46 0442  

BUNBURY BRANCH Bunbury BRENDA INGRAM 0417 94 2363
ESPERANCE BRANCH Esperance STEVE SMITH 0457 08 4693
FREMANTLE BRANCH Fremantle JOHN PEFFER 0433 97 6972
GERALDTON BRANCH Geraldton BRUCE RALPH 0427 64 2392
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INTERNATIONAL CLUBS CONTACT PHONE / EMAIL
ULYSSES CLUB BOTSWANA BENNIE PIETERSE bennie@rhino.co.bw
ULYSSES CLUB CAMBODIA BOB WILTSHIRE bobski2010@gmail.com

ULYSSES CLUB FRANCE ENZO CHOUETTE enzohome74@gmail.com
ULYSSES CLUB GERMANY GERNOT MINIG gminig@hotmail.com
ULYSSES CLUB GREAT BRITAIN ANDY MORRISON rabbit@morrison34.freeserve.co.uk
ULYSSES CLUB NAMIBIA HARE KRUGER harek@iway.na
ULYSSES CLUB NETHERLANDS                                                       JEROEN SCHUITEN         j.schuiten@chello.nl
ULYSSES CLUB NEW ZEALAND TIM STEWART vice.p@ulysses.org.nz
ULYSSES CLUB NORWAY KNUT SVEEN 47 9097 3060 knut_sveen@hotmail.com
ULYSSES CLUB SOUTH AFRICA MAURITIUS MEIRING 0437 35 3556   ulyssessa@telkomsa.net
ULYSSES CLUB SWITZERLAND SVEN SPIESS sven.spiess@bluewin.ch
ULYSSES CLUB THAILAND MICK DITCHBURN micks_email@tpg.com.au
ULYSSES CLUB VIETNAM KEVIN COLLINS kevinbabyowl@gmail.com 
ULYSSES CLUB ZIMBABWE MARK SALTHOUSE msalthouse@lzm.co.zw

GERALDTON BRANCH Geraldton BRUCE RALPH 0427 64 2392

GREAT SOUTHERN BRANCH Albany SHANE ROONEY 0459 13 8806
JOONDALUP BRANCH Perth - Northern Suburbs KEN EATON 0418 92 5081
KALGOORLIE GOLDFIELDS 
BRANCH

Kalgoorlie GEOFF SHEW 0409 27 3442

MANDURAH - MURRAY BRANCH Mandurah SANDRA DIX 0413 51 3039
PERTH BRANCH Perth - Northern Suburbs MARK DIXON 0413 82 0071
PILBARA BRANCH                                                            Karratha STEVE TREVURZA 0410 86 7102
WARNBRO SOUND WANDERERS 
BRANCH

Rockingham DIANNA GLOVER 0419 91 9275

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

ULYSSES ADVENTURE RIDERS 
(SIG)

GARY WICKHAM 0422 00 7979

ULYTTLIES (SIG) LYN LESSLIE 0410 62 9164

LAYOUT DESIGN BY DIAMOND GRAPHICS 
www.diamondgraphics.com.au

RIDING GROUPS
VICTORIA
TWO BAYS Rosebud, Mornington Peninsula Refer to website

twobays.ulyssesclub.org
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
LIMESTONE COAST Mt Gambier ADRIAN  VAN UITERT 0401 12 6353
NORTHERN TERRITORY
TOP END Darwin Gary Finch 0427 87 3339
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Shannons insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:

n Choice of repairer   n Agreed value   n Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts
n Special low usage rates   n Riding gear cover  n Cover for modifications                  
n Flexible coverage for bikes that are laid up, being restored, or at club events 
n Home Contents Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast cover for your 
collectables & tools   n Pay by the month premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special bike, special car, daily 
drive, or your home, and speak with a genuine enthusiast.

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

“ N O  O N E  K N O W S  Y O U R

P A S S I O N  L I K E  S H A N N O N S.”

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not 
taken account of your objectives, financial situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. Contact us for a copy.

Join the Shannons Club today! Get connected 
and share your passion - shannons.com.au/club
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We’re 100% committed to beating the 
price of your current motorcycle cover.
At QBE you know you’re getting great value motorcycle insurance with our price beat guarantee. 

like low usage discounts, a lifetime guarantee on repairs, and apparel and helmet cover up to 
$4,000 – we make switching easy. Simply call us today and we’ll work out the best deal for you.

Call 1800 24 34 64

We guarantee to beat our competitors price on motorcycle insurance policies excluding our Premium Cover. The guarantee also applies to existing QBE motorcycle insurance policies that are on 
renewal. Price guarantee is based on our standard price compared to competitors price for policies with the same type of insured events.  Offer valid for the first 12 months of insurance, after this 
premium will be charged at the  competitive QBE standard rate.  We only guarantee to beat the price of APRA authorised insurers who hold an AFSL issued by ASIC.  Guarantee does not apply to any 
free offers of insurance.  Insurance is issued by QBE Insurance (Australia) Ltd. ABN 78 003 191 035. AFSL 239545.  To decide if a policy is right for you please carefully read the PDS which is available 
at qbe.com.au or by phoning us on 1800 24 34 64.   Price beat guarantee only available on full comprehensive motorcycle insurance. Not available on CTP.
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